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A Japanese American Studies department as a part 
of the School of Ethnic Area Studies offers Japanese 
American and other concerned students a real opportunity 
to study in depth the role of the Japanese in the historical 
development of the United States. The role of the Asian 
Ame~ican in the development of the Far West is one example 
of A neglectect field insofar as the cultural and social 
influences of particularly the Japanese in contributing 
to the hetercgene.Jus environment that exists in the 
western United States today. 

Fecogniz ing, some of the purpose s of c .l.uce.tion as 
tt.£ disi· :'· llinz; of :~ gnor:~mce, creat ing i::.d1v~ . J.ual i:Xnd group 
a'.\;.' t.o: enes ::: of '".:he E·:cr,rirornnent in which we l ive , t he ASIAN 
A!~RICAN POLITICAL ALLIANCE, as one of the six gr-oups 
cuYrently working towards a School of Ethnic Area Studies 
affirms the urgency and necessity of such a program. 

At this time, the Japanese American Studies program 
is not equipped to provide a major interest or vocational 
training in the area of Ethnic Studies. As a future 
projection, it is to be hoped that a student may eventually 
obtain a B.A. and an H.A. degree with a concentration in 
one of the departments within the (now proposed) School 
of Ethnic Area Studies. We can only see t his goal with 
the support of the college and of the community. The 
need, indeed, the urgency now exists. It remains to be 
seen whether the college responds to these needs. 




