
TO OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN SDS 

There .can be n? question that the BlA ck Pant her Party is in the van uard 
of the strug~le aga1nst ·US capitalism, racism, and for the liberati~n ofg 
blEICJ{ pe 0nlG ~ ~n spi t~ of thG inc::.'od ibJ:e rulinl3'· ClO's s r i3 nrC' soion ~ ~ p,qnthers 
mnintain fi nd carry out tpe right of armed self- defense against pig terror. 
They have lJeen developing MRrxist-Leninist ide0l0gy and practice'· and identify 
their inte~ests with w0rking class Rnd r:>ther prr:>gressive elements tha t will 
fight for socialism. For these and more reasr:>ns we must support the Panthers 
not merely .ny crying 11 Free Huey'1 but by concretely supporting their revolution
ary program and practice. But true support dees not preclude comr.adly 
criticism. · · 

On Fr~day ? the first night of the conferenc-e, there was a sp~ntaner:>us 
demonstrat 1on r:>f women a ga inst what was clear male chauvinism. Friday night 
was billed as a panel of ''Women vs. Fascism ~•. Many pe0ple came to hear these 
\'lomen speak. _After sta rting l a te we hear d a serie s of fr:>ur male. s·peakers 
none of whqm add ressed himself to the problem of the oppression of women. 
Pe0ple listened restlessly for t wr:> hr:>urs and finally during the .45 minute 
speach of Herbert Avthbker, originally scheduled to come after the women's 
panel? there r.vas sporadic clapping · and occasional shouts of ''Let the women I . . . 

speakt~ A number of w0men and men stood up, individually and in s mall groups, 
to express their frustration . This expression on the part of the .partici 
pants was summarily den-')unced as the action of '~objective pigs and pro
vacateursn~ Fanally t t he women 9 s panel got its chance o But nQt 0.nly was 
it relegated t~ the end of the program , but all eight women speakers were 
alot ted a total of an hour and ten minutes h \>I omen wanted to hear their 
sisters speak. We ne ed a dia log between black and white women so we can 
fight that aspect of fascism that oppresses all women: male supremac y . It 
is also essential that these wr:>men teach the conference on the nature of 
oppression of w, men and how t0 fi ght it. 

It is clear male chauv inism tr:> c rmsid P. r th8t a panel of wome.n .is so 
unimportant .an d inessent .~al that it •)Rn be casually pushed tr:> the back of 
the bus. rt was clear to the participants in the cr:>nference that the panel 
was about t o be cancelled beca use r:>f lac .!:: of tit:le but for the demonstration 
r:>n the floor. Furthe rmr:>re we feel t hat the events of Friday ni F:,5ht were in 

n o way c0unt;erac te ;y- pm.c-ei:ng-t...,-ke n- f): sub-sequen-t anal~ .in act 
this type of _rea ction aDpears an a ttempt to pacify wr:>nen. 

Like racism male supremac y perva des our sr:>ciety; male chauvinism 
pervades our think:tng . Several speakers t') ld us we m1i.s t struggle .against 
male supremacy. But women l i nd that wheneve::::- they struggle an:e.i_nst it, they 
are told the,t it is L1.anpl~opriate. It is essential to fight male chauvinism 
wherever and whenever it appears. Our intent Friday ni~ht wa s nr:>t to des
tr0y the 00~ference . We were intere sted i n making a better cr:>nference for 
all of us,_, _t ·o build a st r onger and hea lthier movement and United .F.r r)n_t , res-
ponsive to. _' the reeds of all of u3, both men and women . . . . _ 

Seve·ral _wr:>men vJ"ho were disturbed about the events of Friday n1ght 
decide·d to call a meeting for Saturday afternr:>r:>n ')pen to all women attending 
the .-coriferei·10e. The discussion centered on the prr:>blems r a ised · on Friday 
night and hr:>w~ we could best ·re'Snc.~ild ·co the rea0 'l". ion to our s ponta:ne-ous 
protest. ;In c-)ritrast to those who wished to ms.ke a 'statement or .write · a 
leaflet fQr_ tqe last day · r:>f the conference 9 a number of No and Nat'l Collec ;· .. -1e 
tive women a t : that meeting took ~he position that no a ction should be taken. 
Although _there was ~oom fr:>r ~ubstantive disagreement in the W)man'& Caucus 
Saturday aftern'J.r:ii}~ and des-pite the fact tha t some of the RSU wom~n were 
actually in agreemer1t with the substantive positit.?,n, expressed -by .N()jtNC 
women we feel th:at ·the nanner in which NO-NC expressed that opinion made 
furth~r ci'iscussir:>n at thBt meeting impossible . We do not ·fef:l tha t all 
those in -: our movement whr:> d isagr•;e are ''objective pigs'' ar:d '1racists." 
\~e feel tha t the heavy handed tactics such as those -employed ye sterday 
and other occasions - ~ chanting! shoutin g, heckling the chairman, e ~c, are 
detrimental ·· -t 0 building a v iable st:::-on~ revolutionary movement. . _ .. ; 
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