
Co~~unity Control 

Community Control of Police 

· The Radical Student Union does not beli.eve that ·a -petition 
campaign for community control of. poJ ice in the Nhi te cominuni ty .is an· 
·effective ~i7ay tb fight fascism and repression or to advance · the · move­
ment. Tha-t is not to say that t·re oppose community · c.ontrol. i~ t'lhite 
c·onu:inini ties. At this time,_ hmiever, \•rhi te communi ties do not . see · 

... pollee _a·s ·their enemy~ In fac t, because of prevading .recism, . white~- · 
communities tend t o sec police as protecting them from the onslaughts · · · 
of the blacks and people like the. panthers. 

. 

. · The 1-1ay to b::-ea k dm·m \"Jhi te r-acism is to involve white people 
arid blacks together in struggles of mutue.l . interest., This ·is much more 
effecti ire .than · some abs tract discussion of· why 1·rhi to people should· aban­
don tpeir ~vhf. te skin prlvi:.l_eg e. The 1·Tay . to build support for a move...: 
ment -and fie;ht repression is to . shmv that our movement serves the needs 
of the people. Then the peopl.e .1vill vrant to defend our movement and · 
help it grmv o The petition for police control does . neither of these-
tw,9 things o .. • 

'Ihe R.S.U. intends to ·go to th.e Nhite communit;y l•r.tth a pro~ 
gram tha t spe aks to the need:s. of.r -vrhit e workers and shows hm-1· their 
intere sts are r elat ed to those ·· of blacks o He support progressive strikes 
in the area and Ne intend .to b egin a campaign against high rent and 
prope.rty tax- a tax 1vhich is :::-egl~ossivc· in thi s state, and hits Hhite 
and black Harkers hardest o Such campaigns 1vill do much more to fight 
racism and re~ression tha n poli6e control pe~it~ons. 

In the black communi t:r , of course, the situation is different. 
The r e people see th e police .J.S the occupying ' enemy. Demands for com­
munity control are dema nds f or th e withdraNal of the occupying troops, 
and -for self-det e r "llinat ion for ·th e b:J_ack community., 

The Gonduct of .the Convention 
----·-----:.......:~.:..;:.. 

The Panthers 3 as c a llers of tho converition, have .the right . to 
exercise -considerable control. over the format and details of the con­
vention. Hot'lever, 't'Je beli eve· that the ~andul!;tof ·che convention. has 
not helped t '-e movement become mo:re aeveloped politically and has not · 
provided an environment i n Hhi c ll an :.1.ll'~ady divided anti-f'ascist left 
could provide aUuni ted Front ,Against Fascismo ~·Ie question in particular 
1) The exclusion of the 11 t e r a tllre t a bles of ;LSC and Sparticist; 
2) Physica l prevention of IsC and Sparticist · for passing out leaflets 
critical of the conference, even outside the convemtiori. hall; 3) ·1fue lack 
of workshops and discussions from the floor; 4) The central role giveh 
tbe bankrupt C. P . and to liberal ®emocratic party politic~ans. It· would 
be most harmful to the· movement for the .Anti-fascist left to develop a 
coalition 1vith liberal d.emocrats fc:c ei'ectoral politics. This is exactly 
l'That C~P.U.S.A. ~-1ould like to see d_evelop mit of the· United Front. 

Nation~l Off i ce Sectarianism 

Perhaps the most s e rious .problem confronting tho mov'.ement is 
the intense sectarianism evident in ·the . over reaction of the NO to PLP's 
appearance at the conferende ,. · ._To the ,bes.t . of our knot-Jledg~, . PlP l"Jas 
handled \ITi th pre em tory strong. arm tactics· ~,- ~ - all tqe more serious because 
such conduct might have l4:,_0Vided for the - d~sruption that PLP might. have 
desired. It appeared almost as if c ertain SDS members "t·Jent out of their 
tilay to pick fights with PLo On this matter the mov ement must be clear; 
the purge atmosphere and rigid sectarianism that pervades this confer­
ance and threatens SDS generally only serve s the interests of the ruling 
class that depends on xx the fratricidal divisiveness of the lef~. 
Although He have ihrbttle l~egard for PLP, Ne do not consider them to be 
the primary enemy of the 'iJ-~onleo 
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