















































POSITION P.FLR IN SU.IPCRT OF STDW 24

The question of whether or not SDS should support STDVW is significant
not only as a single decision on a specific action, but, more important
perhaps, as a resolution with deep implications affecting the basic phile
osophy and direction of the cntire radical movemecnt on campus,

We, the undersigned, feel intently that the issues involwed are so
vital to the movement that they merit the closest possible scrutiny.

I. There is a tendency for protracted political efforts to becomsa,
even for the most committed worker, deadening and cold; for the results

of labors to lose themselves in what might seem to be a stony ambivalence,
Even the most knowledgeable farmer is never sure the seed has taken root

until he observes the sprout, even though the root may lie deceptively deep,

The radical movement in the Unifed States today has not reached the
point where it can be theoretically certain about its next step. e are
not sure that we have always communicated correctly. Thus we are easily
disillusioned if we are not constantly reussured that "something is haopening."
It is a consequence of our position that we, as a movement, need constant
revitalization,.

Direct action is the most positive means of revitilization we have found,

II. The radical movement, in its searching, is prone to become very
introspective, The more inw.rd we become, the less perspective we can achieve,
Whatever else, we, the undersigned, feel thut the radical movement must
maintain certain obligations., We have won many victories, perhaps more
than we believe., But we can't fall back on past accomplishments. There
are many who need proof and re=proof to re=enforce their beliefs, to quell
their cynicism.  We must show the power structure that wey, the radical move=
ment in the United States; cannot be driven from the streets!

I1I, We, the undersigned, support the idea of STDW for the two broad
reasons stated above. On a more local and specific level we sujport the
idea of STDW for the following reasons:

l. We firmly believe that S¥DW will present, as it has in the
past, a great opportunity to organize new people. The anti-war movement
is the most furtile of all the issues with which we can deal., STDW gives
the anti=war movement direction as it raises the level of political
consciousness.

2, STDW can give cohesion and perhaps crystalize our efforts to
organize high school groups and other burgeoning anti=draft groups such as
the Haight Anti=Draft Union.

3. There is a direct tie in with our own "Ten Days of Protest"
since the scheduling of both coincide to some extené, STDW would be part
of a momentum linking up with our yroposed McAllister Street march, The
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The drama which STDW promises would yheld a decided eagerness to tie in intense
newly expcorienced emotions with our proposed projects which would attempt
to relate them to the structure of the systemo

IV, The-e is one fear, namely the fear of busted heads, which lends
extremely serious mien to STDW. Unfortunately, busted heads are part
and parcel of radical movement in a totalitarian society, Therg.were many

sted heads in the Civil Rights movement = but we kept goingosng
This fear is nerhaps the most cegent reason why SDS should™¥e among
e leadership of STDW, For STDW exists. It will exist even if SDS denies
it, It will draw suppori frog the gompus in general and from all phases
of the radical movement(zl
The kactics decided pon willMfn some manner imply the number of hegds
busted. SDS must be part of the Jecision making body of STDW

to assurdfohat @most sengible tactics are approved,
'
Vo In sum o ;z;eg t;e undersigned, support the idea of STDW, Ve
believe that acceptance of the idea of STDW is basic to the philosophy of

SDS, e believe that SDS must be formally involved in the decision making
body of STDW.

A™ Janice Burgess
$ —Joy Magezis ’ '
* Barry Biderman ’
A~ Renee Johnson 4
~ Margaret Lealy [}
M—Michael Chegluyn » "
Michael Gotz
Chris Thomas . .
'§ =—like Rubin "
Of—Bob Glick
— Bob Bidermas SR
Candy Harline -
= Alice Greenwald )
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oince one ol our objectives is 1o work out a spring
program, and a Stop the Draft Week proposal appears to be ene of
the leading contenders, we hope thet all those seriocusly committed
te building a strong regional erganization, capable ef carrying
eut important region-wide tasks, will consider this propesal
carefully and very critically. “he outcome ef our decision
gcould determine the strength of eur region.

We dc net want to detract from the good aspects of last
Uctober’s STDW; we are all aware of them; we have never hesitated
to applaud ourselves because of them:

Three years of Bay Area anti-war erganizing, including a
year ef draft-resistance organized specifically around the Uakland
induction center, led five thousand people to immobilize the
police forces ef five counties; and te clsse down the induction

~gcenter. ‘he lessons ef Tuesday showed us hew to avoid serious
injury on lriday. rublicity was relatively gocd because not
only demonatrators but newsmen were victims of police action.
And, most important, those who had taken matters into their own
hands in the streets of Vakland bhecame cptimistic about the future
- of resistance tc the war.

sut we should not ignore seme very obvious faults, er everlook

the tftact that where Uakland STDW had some tactical success, 8imilar
attempts n other parts ef the country failed miserably. we

must not forget that the government has learned lessons, tco.

And becanse >TDw was largely an emotional confrontation by thousands
of people, many with little political direction, it failed to

create a sense of long~range political commit sment; and of those _
who participated, few evidently returned to the campus or cenmmunity /
to organiue.

“*he champions of an April oTDW-=2 claim that the jovernment fears
the anti-draft movement and that we should move ncw against this

———fear; that those—Iindicted, including Spock and the seven members
of the local oTDw steering committee, must be supported; that
STDW will increase consciousnes: about the natiére of this systemn;
that since Uctober ~TDW in some respects originated from a year
of anti-draft organizing, april STbW=2 will also be an outgrowth
of work which we will have done, and that it will ke a tool for
continuinz that work,

oome of tiese arguments are good because they point out the
real work that has to be done. But o5TDW enthusiasts, we believe,
have draw: the wrong conclusions., +The government, for exanmple,
fears a strong enti-draft movement, but in general o>TDW-type
demonstraions detract from building the organized radical commit-
ment necessary for such a movement, OSTuw, or any kind of demonstra-
tion for *that matter, is not in itself an effective defense

- of bpock and the seven indicted because at this point {as we all
know) dissent is tolarated enly when ineffective, and any
militant “"detense® ef those indicted will be tolerated only as
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song as it constitutes no defense at all. wWe do not argue
against militant demonstrations, but we mu:t semind ourselves
that our false sense of impending revolution when we took over
Oakland’'s streeis last October ebscured the fact that we are
still small and very isclated. %his is not a case of increasing |
consciousness about the nature of the system, but a case eof }
diffuqing that consciousness and of heedlessly venting the
movement’s frustrations "because there is nothing else to do".,
Mereover, STDW-2 will not be the outgrowth of werk which we have
done because, in fact, we have done very little since Getober.
STDW-2 would occur in a vacuum,
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Beneath all these cbjections is a single underiying objiection .
which, we hope, can also be taken as an alternative to STDW: .
We must first build a bame, At present very little anti-draft

work is actually DEAng carried onf Multi-desue radical proups
o e & o) }‘é(n .it};t(;hu, il egé§ aAd The ¢ Hw‘lnz'!,, ars barely beginning.
Graduating students will lose the deferments tg summer, and we
MUs Lt win therm over--not to closid Gowr the  ind . Center for
ope porning twhich wiil do them 1 ot bat Ve Ing
the anti-draft movement thpough long-range, ccengistent and
unfortunately, .Less “he;01~" day-to~day work this is not an
original, and to sone not & very exciting. proposal put it is
the kind of thing we have always been doing whenever we were
doing our best.
San Francisece State College Chapter
otudents for a vemocratic o#ciety
o
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A Proposal for Spring Program

ﬁéumntion l. The goal of S.D.5. ig to build o nmsss student and

youth movement for the purnose of sitruzgle egainst the systems

with the aiw of that strugzle deing the sstavlishment of a new

gsociety in which peopnle denmocratically control thc institutions
that effect their liveas.

Assumntion 2, The constituency thot S.D.S. hopes to represent (stu-
) wi

lents aond youth) views the draft os the iastitution that is most

1

tharcatening to their lives., The posgition of 3.D.S. on the draft is
that no one should be arufted to fight in the inpcrialist wars that
the U.S. is now Fighting or will be fighting in the future, Also,
S«D.J. does not reeognize any logitimacy to the cutiiority of the Se-
lective Service System since it opsrates in the int rzst of the rulidng
ing class; not in the intcrest of the neople.

Assumption 3., There arc masses of newv neonle who could be brougnt

into the struggle against the draft, including: high school students
graduate strdents, junior collcge students, non-student youth and
black youth.

Assumption 4. The growing campaign of rovression against the anti-

draft movement is a rcsult of the effectiveness of that movement:
and reflects a gowing fear among U.S. ruling circles that they will
be uneble to recruit the moss armies necessary for the defense of
U.S. imperialism,.

Assumption 5. he tactics of noss demounstations have been important
in building the movement. The April morch in 1955 and the recent

akland actions were sucessiul because they flowed from o new base
whieh had bcen orgconizmed on relevant issues. ‘e must develorn to
tactics in order to continue mass Cemonstrotions. We must be pre-

nered to move into a ncvr phasc of struggle vhich reflects the groving
crisis of U.S. iuperizlism ot home and abroad,

Conclusions: 3.D.5. should organize anti-draft srouss throusout the
region 1in colleges, gaduate schools, junior collc =s, high schools &
and the community. Flowving from the wor!: of these groups a »rogram
of mass actions agninst thic draft oopar.tus should be planned for

the last ten days of April to coincide with nation-l ~ctions., The
exact naturc of the dewonstrations shall be worked out by cnother
regional meeting consisting of the different anti-dr ft oroups in

the region., S.D.S5., should decide now that it plans to take an 2ctive
part in these actions provided that they revresent the wishes of the
anti-draft forces and not those of self~apnointed leaders. S.D.5.
should try to work through the STOP T #RAFT JEBY COITITMTET unless
that coiuidittee pursues policies detremental to the movement,
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