
The following statement was adopted by the S. D. s. National Convention in June, 
1967, as written by the Women's Liberation Workshop. 

We call for all programs which will free women from their traditional roles in order 
that we may participate with all of our resources and energies in meaningful and creat. 
ive activity. The family unit perpetuates the traditional role of women and the 
autocratic and paternalistic role of men. Therefore we must seek new forms that will 
allow children to develop in an environment which is democratic and where the re
lationships between people are those of equal human beings. These n~N forms will 
allow men to benefit from the experience of and responsibility for the protection and 
continuation of life. The following suggestions are programs which point in the 
direction of the new relationships which we are creating: 

(1) The creation of communal child care centers which would be staffed by 
the men and women and controlled by the staff and children involved in the center. 

(2) In order to help women in their struggle for independence we call for the 
right of women to choose when they will have children. This means (a) the disseminati< 

- of birth control- information and devices to all women regardless of age and marital 
status, and (b) the availability of a competent medical abortion for all women who so 
desire. 

t3( Ultimately technology and automation will eliminate work which is now 
necessary for the maintenenace of the home. .Until: this occurs every adult person 
living in the household· will have to as'::!ume an ~ equal share of the work. 

Eeople, who identify with the movement· and '-feel that their own lives are part Qf 
the base to bring ·abotrt; radkal ,social change milst recognize the necessity ·for. , the 
liberation o£-wqmen. Our brothers ·must -r -ecogniZe that because they were brought up 
in the United States they .ca.nnot ·"be· free of the burden <of -male chauvinism. '- , -_ 

(1) _ 'l'heref-ore we demand t hat our brothers recognize that they must deal wi'-th.-: 
their own prob'lems of male chauvinism: 'i:il>·tfieir personal, social and political relation-
ship.. ,, · ~~·... . i ~r : 

(2) _ -It is obvious frOnl. this -- convent-ion that fUll advantage i -s not taken of the 
abilities and potential ' contributibns· ·of movement -women . · We call uporr women to :demand 
fUll participatitm in all aspects of movement ·work:; from licking stamps to assuming 
leadership positions. ' · · 

< (3) Peopl,e i'n :leadership ·positions .must be aware .of the dynamic of. creating : 
leader~hip---a.tid are responsible for cultiVating all :of the resources ava-ilable to the 
movement-. ' 

{4)_ .- · JUl · S.D~S. chapters mus-t recognize that -campus -regulations disdr:Lminate 
agains·t :women> in particular and any program must include in its demands a :call for 
women •ca 'tights.~ The above is also thte of all · programs concei-ved and ini tia:ted l:;>y -SDS. 

~ -

Ed'ucat'ing atU: people and generating discussion about the liberation of women ·shcl: "' 
be the . respons~bility oi' the .internal education ar.tn of the SDS. · 

· -(1) The"'effitor of New Left Notes shall 'solicit articles on the subject. 
- -- · '(2) ~-Bi'bJ:iograpliy and pamphlets on the subject . shall be part -of. . the p;rogram. 

- (j) A .comril.i ttee ·shall --be set ·up by the :National CounciF'toTdevelop an a:nalys:!;s 
of th'e exploj:tation ~of women ·as producers =a.."rd cons'Luners in tl1e :American ·capi talif!lt 
economy, ahd: to :present' a rep!Drt to the December NC upon which ._concrete proposals of a 
prograiiJiruitic mature : can be based. ' 

We seek the liberation· of .all human beings. The struggle ·for liberation JD: of 
women m.ust -be part of the .larger fight · for human -freedom. We re.cognize thedfjfficulty 
our brothers ·will have in dealing-with a male chauvinism and we will assume our full 
responsibility in helping to resolve the contradictipn ... .- • • . : ~·.· . : -. 

The basi·s 'for discussion was · laid with -a preeentatio:n,. :by the . women in, the Women's 
Liberation worshop of the follmting anaylsis. - "The .:followi ng, analysis -of women's role 
came out of the Women's Liberation workshop, as i such it cannot be changed and is 
therefore not open to debate. 


