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CHAPTp;R NE.r!S 
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CEA TER REPORT OF S.D.S. AT THE UriVERSITY OF' OEEGON 
/ 

by Jerry .paul simpson 

This is a kind of chapter report of S.D.3 • . at the U. 
I "kind ofn .becau2e I v1ant to de-emphasize our projects rn'!d rs _..:: 

ad about the policies and style of • 
J. refer to this group. as S. S. rather -than s. D. S., s'in ce t 

1
i 2 

S.D. • group · ri.as formed out of an independent group knoYm as 11-St, -
dent- for Socialist Action, 11 which wGs formed in Janunry of '65, artd 
I ho.e my connnents on S.S.A. Will be of some value to people V·Jho are 

neu groups. 
' . 

. . 
S.S.A. y:a's star"t:ed nith an attitude-- 11 If you're worried abo t 
called Red, flake off,. v1e don't y1ant go join Y.D.s 11 -- 1nd 

attitude ·1::1portant for attracting people r1ho ·were 
doing more than just talking and .vrho v1ere int e:: estecl in 
left-·winc sentiment rather than a single-isf.,.le group. Thi 

of militant tactic of course nouldn't Y:ork in a situation o ' ad­
r community organizing, but · it '1111as c;ertainly useful here for 
ing a student group with a -sense of noven:ent. 

The intentionally "pink 11 name, Students for Socialist Action, 
was useful sta:t;ting point: (l) it" immediately- ut­

useless and (2) appealed to the 
(hen e creative) students who were repulsed by the idea of tryin to 
bore from-rJit"nin a nice, safe-sounding, r1atered-dor:n organizatiO:JI• 
Thus the s.s.A. not only acqu:i!.red .fresh talent by politicizing t1e 
alie ated student but also de fuanded a clarity of issues and ideas. 
rr11 ·add here that politicizinz the cre?tive; alienated student con­
tain both a · virtue and a problem: (1) the alienated student has n­
s iGh in corporate i\.nerica, out (2) some ccn.:'licts arise bec'ause they 
aren t used to functioning in a gr<:)Up. The militant att"t­
ude- which needed out several it more influence o 
camp s than coul¢1 have been acquired by startinG YJi th a safe, r:1od r­
ate pproach. 

· Three more factors contriouted heavily to the S.S. A. 1 s 
as a ca:npus 7 roup: (1) it w,as internally democratic ("which e 
by ·i self), ,2) .it ·i.'Jas independent from any nGtional office and k o':m 
to b antagonistic tov1ards aliening itself Ylith nny national offi e. 
and (3) it was hostile tonards adopting any specific credo. 
peop e, and attra?t students with potential. lioderates couldri't. 

are 
peopl 
with 
tract 

:Jhat . are ' the implications for "new left" 
' . 

contained desirable things: nilitancy, in er­
mocra.cy, .and o . fe.e]..j.ng o.f: . indype:ndence ana :r;ro 

these things are necessary for · :maintaL1inr: a group, but th y 
eful for st3rtin!'; a gro'.lp. For exar1ple: it i.7as easy to att act 
to a group which ·r:as kr:orm to be hostile tor1ards affilinti n 

n outside force; uould have been to a -
people to a Chicac;o-bnsed 
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i1. .:t]v: \ h J:i.' (!s 011 our relation t,o -othe1~ groups' . The Establishment-
Y.L.-Y.i~.F. conspiracy: they have been, on occasion, of great val,·c ~ 
in t;~:'1erating publicity for · otl.r2elvcs and the i28UC'S r;c L~ :'" _ . , . · · 
al: don't worry about being denounced--it's extrenely useful, at 
least for campus organizing. Y. D.~: like Thoreau~ v1e 11 find 11 oursel-
·, ~ 2 :Jy , or in o:;;;::J o8 :1. t ion to, the YD. s. Occasionally they 1 ve been al­
lies, but this has diminished v:1th 'an e·scalate.d war :m-d the increased 
clarity of issues~ we just don't dig the bi-partisan party line • . 
C.O.R.E.: they v1ant our support., but . they want to avoid n r::!pical i r:: ­
<:::e; potential allies. Faculty-Student Conunittee To Stop The Yiar: 
t:.e Faculty-Student Committee was formed after we raised the issue 
of Vietn·a_tn by a m~rch of protest thru dov:~-tor;n Ew;ene; a~y-J O'J. r ·,·:c :" ­
kinc; relation (as oppo~ed t .o ideological relation) hos be en very 
sood . T.T.P.: terribte, particularly ·after Robert · Pickus Red-baited 
tlle April march-on-r.'ashington. T. T. P. in Eut; ene, and notionally, is 
l"eal ly bizarre: our governme-nt is slaughterint~ literally thousandf! · 
of Vietnamese peas ants per month, but T. T. P. vJill not a soi 1" their 
hands by fronting with radicals~ 

That's about it. One of the reasons uhy we decided to join 
S,D,S.- ... this -Fall--·was a legitimate -fear · Ylithin S,S.A. thnt Y!e would 
eventually lose the thrust of our spontaneity and 'needed an on-going 
program in order to a~oid factionnl splits over doctrinal, or imag­
ined doctrinal , points. However, I think it is important that new 
groups start ·with a noticeable sense of militancy, immediacy, and in~ 
dependence. I .. fter groups · be:come involved in i'ssues on their 0\'111 
terms, they uill inevitably consider their relation to the n~tioncl 
scene ond toke the appropriate orientation nnd/or s~fi:iotion. 

- Right .now· S.D.S. here is in a nebulou's condition. · The December 
Conf c ~ en ce should provide us with some n~eded directio~, but ~ve~ i f 
it doesn't ~e 1 11 probably go thru D lot of self-cri~icism just for 
our ovm coherency. : 

p · . VI~TNAl:l Crisis in U.S. Government - -. Roads to 
Political Change 

0-, S I U 0 N . C A S A D Y MARSHAL YJIND!.'iiLLR!t 
President Professor 
Calif. Demo era tic Council S .F. State Colle.ge 

h _ R .0 B E R liJ S C, H E E R WILLIAH STANTON 
- ~ Foreign Editor State Assemblyman 
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.. · Ramparts Magazine San Jose 

U No-urse ~_uditori'lml - Franklin & Hayes ,Streets·, .s.F. 
501 donation requested. Date: Fri. Jan.l4 at 8: OOpn_1 
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. THE POSTAGE FOR TEE 1500 COriES OF THIS mtaSI;,ET~SR -O D:i-tOPPED OUR 
DANK -:"'.LANSE TO $ 11, ,1 !5 . FIUDAY 'JE :MUST PAY ~p50 . K:l':T AND A PEOifS 
BILL OF $88.65, AND THEN '1'~E~E ' S . ~<'OOD FOR TIIE S'l1_-.:;_;'P. ••••• . 

YOlR CCNTRIBUTIOUS ARE URG:SNTLY NEEDE:n ---'-----------------
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LlT&~ATU5t L1S 
( 50% di s count on bul k orders . ~e 

can supply any quantity of ite~s 
marked -bk-. Bulk orders on otter 

DS Const i tution 
pam:)hlets, etc . can b€3 ha nd le :) :. f 
not n eeded irr~ediate ly . ) 

DS ch,smter const i t uti on-s ampl e 
~b¢) P~rt Huron Statement 64 pa s e manifesto of values, beli fs 
DS Regiona l brochure 
DS membership ca~ d s 
ntroduct i on to SDS - 4 page s 

E'l'S AND REPRINTS 

·lo¢) The Nevr Radical Encounters the Unive r sity, Paul Potter bk 
(10¢) The InteJlectuaJ. as an Lgent . of Social Change , Paul 

Potter- bk 
(10¢) Students and -Socia l Act i on, Tom Hayden 
( 10¢) Students and Economic Action , Carl· Di ttman-
ree Speech Hovement Goes to High School, F'rsnk I~n rper -bk 

Sue;ge st ions for a Study of Your Homet Oi"In , Robert Lamb - k 
Research and Education in Community Action Projects, -

-Paul Potte T- bk -
The Care and Feeding of Po·wer Structures , Jacl{ l.1innis"-' k 
'Jhose 1 -Ie l fal~e? !Totes on Poverty and the r:elfare State ,­

Bob Eoss · 
Our Crisis ~conomy , Ray BroTin 

Let Us ~hape the Future , speech given by Carl Oglesby t 
rov . 27, 1965 March on Tiashington- bk 

Japan Between TriO 1·.r orlds : Island Democracy or I::1perial sm 
Lackey , Judy Yfa lborn 

EFDP, :3t eve Hax· 
Paul Potter 1 s spe e ch at March on ~ashington, April 17, 

1965-·bk 
he Draft La YJand Your Choices - bk 

Classificati on Proc edu~e for COs , Outline of SS Classificati 'n 
Procedures - bk 

Vie~nam Study Guide and Annotated Bib . , Steven Rosenth 1 -
bk 

Politi cal :D'ramevwrk of De cis ion- I.Ia k i ng, A course s ylla 
bus, Phillip Green- bk 

University E.e form Bi b . , Ralph Kaplan - bk 
Sunday Ser:ri.nar Series Bib ·.{Demo~rl? cy , -:=c anomy , etc .)-£.! 

Name~-------------------------------------­
f.dd res s 

SDS - 024 HoDard Stre~t 
San Francisco , aal ---------------·-----------------------

I · l t . . f4Dc ,.:) ·1 1'-;;;--r<'J;-;..,--d ,. .. 1 ,, B 11 t · ) Vil.S l 0 JOl.n ._ , ..:. 9DL! en C; 02e •,!0 \ '.(6 UC 8, ·.r .iO r U~ e lD 
- ·I an ordering the 1~ t erature che cked and enclo2 e ~:) ~ 
---Plea ~e send 1ne info :;_~rJcti on on SDS , and put 1;1 e on tho r.:Eliling listo 
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