October 19, 1965

Dear friend of S05:

lia hope that this latter will be t ha first of a continuing series of informal
Communications desizned to keep you informed of SDS current prograas and activities.
We welcome your comments and sugzestions, and if you have a friend whom you would
dile -to have Yecaive thase neswslatters, please pass along their name and address.

As DRAFT PROGRAM UNDIR JI.LL. In the last wesk 508's proposed anti-draft has
attracted national attention aiter bein; attacked by soveral US Senators and the
Attorney General. The proposad program, currently being submitted to the SDS mem=
barship in a ganeral referandum, is aimpd u;.buildin;.an anti-warnovement among
young people and students by addressing itself to that institution of the war which
impingas most directly on the lives of the young people -- the draft. The education
al program would consist in the mass distribution of pamphlets on the war, emphasi-
zing tha moral issuas involved, the threats to democracy, the general nsture of
Maerican foreizh policy, and specific information about draft law. The prot2st pro-
gram would consist of denionstrations at local draft Loa.ds and the homas of local

drafc board members, protest of cooperation by universities witi the Selective Ser-
wice System by providinz infornationt about students, and the urging of young paopla

to protest the var individeally by £illing out 855 form 150 requesting conscientious
objector status. The latter action Loth opens up alternatives to younz people to
serving in the lLar and zives thiem occasion to articulate the nature of thair own
opposirion. The Salu:tiva Gervice Systen is sc sensitive about requests for CO Status
that it refuses to reveal the nuuber 6f requests for CO status which it receives.

B, DECZUDER MATIOVAL CORJERACE: 1py goptomber iiseting of the SDS National Coun--
cil, held in Bloominston, Ind., has slat ed a peneral membership confarenca te be
bald during the month of December. This Conferenca is saen in many ways as taking
up the woric left undone by the Hational Convantion in June. The number of subbtan-
tive issues which have arisen in the movemant dver the last two years have comz to
demand consideration in a structured and unhurrisd manner. To facilitata the de-
linaation and discussion of the issues, & larse uumber of prepared papers are being
solicited vhich will b2 printed in the wembership Bulletin in the months praceding
thz Conforence. The izsues involved include: Coalition and politice, orszanizational
style and depth of mombarship imvelvemant, ideology and strategy, organizational
structure community organizinz, and the role of leadership in democracy.

C. CHANGE IN SDLS TAl STATUS: Since its founding, the SDE has been the student
department of tha League Icr Industrial Deuwocracy, an educatiomal Ioundation eligible
to receive tax deductible contributions, However, the deavelopment of 5D5 into a
general political orjanization, involving action as well as education, has led co
the proposal that SD.J and the LID be formally separated. This proposal will be sub-
mitted to SUS wembership !n referendum and to the LID Board im January, and if ap-
proved will take place next ye2ar. In the meantiue, steps are being taken to create
a naw foundation to support those facete of the 5DS program (such as education and
legal defense) which can legitimately be supported by tax deductible contributions.

D. COMIUNITY P.OJECTS SUSJSZR HARASSIENT: A series of harassment arrests and pro-

ncuttm azainst ZDG l:nm:u.u-i.:jr organizing projects has led to consideration cf the
creation of a new woveaent lagal defense arm in the urban North. Of particular con-
corn has bzen the recently applied tactlc of placing convictad organizers on Proba-
tion with suspended sentence han;ing over their head. Organizers are told that if
they get into any more "trouble," they will have to return and serve their sentence,
This lLind of atteupc to knock out leaders and militants is currently beingz applied
across the country from lNew Jersay to Derleley.
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=« CALPUS DLSE CONTINUZS TO GuOU: Alchough SDS chapters now exist on about
00 campuses which include every najor educational institution in the country,
the growth of the canpus base continues unabated, Just in the last Few weeks
chaptars have bean formwed at the University of Nebraska, the University of New

lexico, and ilotre Dama!

uincerely yours,

C. Clark Kissinger
National Staff
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The task of financing the movement 1s a task never completed. dvery dollar
you give now is a dollar that goes toward the creation of movement in America
_capable of reachinz beyond rhetoric.

The current attacks upon SD5 have necessitated larze unexpected expendicures

on publications, mailinzs, and defense. Whill you give again to protect the right
of dissent in America?

Detach and return to 503, 1103 Z. 53rd Sc., Chicago 37, Illinois.

1 enclose § to support tha work of SDS.

Hame

Address

"The responsibility for change falls uwpon those who faal its necassity.”





