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trWhat is a movement? It is tr.e idea that someday the farm 'vrorker 

will be respected., It is the idea that someday he will earn a living 
wage. It is when the silent hopes of many people begin to become ~ 
real part of life" . (El Malcriado _, 11The Voice of the Farm Worker" ~) 

There is an "other California," a world of poverty and suffering 
1Yhich lies , just beyond the freevvays and suburbs ., It is the world of 
farm labor, low wages, grueling work, decrepit housing, illiteracy, 
and innumerable dangers . Despite rich productivity of · California 
agl~culture, thousands of Mexican- Americans; Filipinos, Negroes , and 
poor vrhites still work trrelve hour days in temperatures over a hundred 
de grees for the equivalent wages that most lli11ericans make in one hour . 
Y!omen and chHdren -vrork along side their men for the barest subsistence 
income . Jobs are seasonal , security rare , and the hazards so real that 
the Industrial Welfare Commission in l96l reported that 500 children 
are maimed in farm accidents every ;Year. Although it has been over 
t hirty years since Steinbeck' ,irrote his famous Grapes of Wrath, the tvvo 

_ million Americans who -rrork the fields are still powerless over their 
ovm lives , vri t hout representation in our l egislatures or voice in our 
press . In contrast, the farm groy.rers have one of the most pm·rerful 
lobb ies in the state and effective influence on local courts and lavl 
enforcerrEnt agencies . 

But as the civil rights -movement organized the demands of Negroes 
against racism and economic injustice, so too have the farmworker's begun 
to challenge the c c;:mdi tion of thei'r"'poverty. In the last tTm 1·reeks over 
tT;o thousand worker~ have left their jobs in strike against the .grape 
growers of the Delano area in north Kern and southern Tulare counties . 
Orca ized by t he Farm Workers Assoc i a t ion and the Agricultural Workers 
Or~ar~zing Committee (AFL-CIO) , the grape workers yffio represent t~u \ 
th:~-rds of t he total harvest force have made th~ simple d~mand of ~1 . 40 
an bour opposed to the present Cl . 25 . 1 Grape pi cld.ng is hard, arduous 
work and the rest of the groners in the Tulare area are already paying 
t heir employees the demanded ~~1 .. 40. · But the r esponse of the Delano . 
growers has b een evi c.tion, brutality, intimidation, a nd the impo_r.ta:tion 
of strikebreakers (paid up to i!v3. 00 an hour) . 

Tho Delano strike is more t h an a f i ght over wages . It is a struggle 
to dete rmine if f a rm labor has t he -ri ght of organization for a decent, 
human life . 11For nearly all people t here is a thin g t hat is more 
important than mone y . -It is a thing .called digni ty or self- respect or 
honor . 11

i (El Malcriado, the fa:rm workers ' nm·;spaper) 

'I'he farm VlDrkers who are strikine; are without housing , fo od, or 
money. Gas , water, and electricity has been turne d off in 3 camps , and 
poople b ringing food hav \'.l been denied entry. The Department of Employment 
has sent investi §'l.tors , but investigation does not b ring food vrith i t . 

'fhis is the most critical t ime in the .grape season. Picking of table 
g:r;apes lasts only tvm more v.eeks . This is why immediate support for the 
strikers is so vital. Their bargaining strength lasts only ·vrhile the 
g~o~<-ors need them~to pick the crops . After the t able grape season is 
f:Lnlshed, months must pass before the growers can again be made to feel 
pressure t hat will induce them to negotiate . 

YOU CAN HELP . YOUR HELP IS NEEDED NOW. The needs are money and 
food (sacks of be<Jns , flour, rice, canned food, baby food , etc . ) 
Send money to: For further information call : 
Cesar Chavez Students for n Democratic Societ y 
Natior1al Farm Y'lorkers Association 702. ·vv. 27th St , 
Box 894 L. A. 7 
Delano, Caltfornia 748-901.~5 

l 

There will be a t..'lble on campus where the go.ods will be collected. 

Those interested in a continuing, long-r~nge program on the ' fa.rm v~rkersr 
situation please contact Students for a Democ .. ratic Socie t:.y at 748- 9045. 

A rally on the farm 1-rorkerst strike wi1l be held in Hyde Po.rk, Wednesday, 
October 6, at noon. 
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