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· .: You may be the next one drafted, aceordine t o recent nevrn from 

. d..ra.f'\ beard official~ .• · 'The lasti::t.;o montJ.?,s.·have seen the draft call 
mor~vthan double, vlith the promise• that this increase in the number 
of u. s. t r oops will eontiml,e . The college can pus is to become a 

f'ocus for .the draft · s~ The Michi gan director o.f selective ser .. 
vi~e ~~t-imates- 20,!)00' w~90·,DQQ· ,mal e college students ' in that stai:i·e 
alone may be drafted. Cnl.ifornia is listed a$ one of the states' 
plann~g reSt~iction of student deferment policies. 

Your student deferiient may well not be renewed. -. If you- are 
carrying l "ss than a full p:'Ogram, or if ~ ~es are low, you 
may well spend next S(mester in the army or . the m:n-ines- perhaps· 
fie;htirlg .:in Viet Nam. What does this mean f or the f'u:ture'? 

. ' ' 

If you are drafted, it means at· least t1-ro years away from edu:
cation, with the di:f'ficul ty of renewing st.udy when you retu.rn. It 
means at least. tt-ro years· delay in fulfilling· your v~cational . eoals. 
It means being at least tt·m years· behind your pt'esent cla. ssmatgs'\ 
when you return . I f you are in a specialized vocational. program, 
it may IlEat;· taking cour~es .9Yflr tq .~flt4~. 1:':~ ~.?:'to? the· ~ost . recent 
kl~m-Tledge :m your f ie1d . Thoueh no one has asked you ho\.r you feal 
about' this interruption in your f'utur'e , yet you ·may be . called to 
~ight because or the undeclared and undemocrati caJly conducted 
war in Viet Nam. 

The universi. ty or collega may w-ell be of no help to students 
who wish to stay in school rather than joil.t the army. The factory 

· atmosphere . of many schools subordinate the individual and his 
choice just as·t he milit<U'y does. The school, especially in south
ern CaJ..iforni;;., is often tied to the milj_tat' y systom 'through defem e 
grants: and f'.a.mpus- s-ponsored ·tnilita.r-.1 training pro crams. Schools 
~oo-perate with the selective service system by p:oviding· draft 
boaras 'tv:i..th students' (:.T ades and lists of those on academic proba-
tion. · 

1-lany students; are beeinning tq .a sk que.stions about the arbitra:- · 
ry nature of tb.e draft .<m.d r·i:f)s expansion beca'USe o:f the current war. 
Should a· youn~ .man-~be· able to (!e·t.erm:i.ne his own future? Should tie 
Sl:.auld. the university cooperate in the emphasis of wwrs over educa
tion? Should a student be salt to fight because he rt ttends school 

pac+,-+.ime or has lower . graQ-es than someone .. else? 

would you rat her serve Amer ican society as a -doctor , te::J.cher, 
artist , enr:Lneer, busmessma.n, mechanic, nusician, social vrorker, 
or writer thffil as a dehumanized and destructive man? Eduoa ted men 
should 1rrork for better humm. life, not tooostroy it. The choice 
should be up to you. 

There are tt].ternEitives to the impend:ine dra.rt. Anyone who 
r'lpposes the kil1ine of other human beinE;s may be clibila for status 
as a co~scientious objector . Conscientious- objectors are not lind
ted to members· of pacifist relieious G'!'Oups. Nearly all relie;ious 
groups-Jewish, Catholic, and Protestant--cive support to the con
scientious objector' s stertd. The selective service system a~o · 
grants such status to tra.ny persons vh o belong to no r eligious eroup. 
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The recent Supreme Court decision in the Seeger case s et a precedertt 
for t hose who do not believe in a Supreme Being as such to become 
conscientious objectors. A conscientious objector may serve in non• 
combatant duty o:r: in a1. ternative civili:n service. If you think you 
rnay qualify, ask the selective s ervice board f or Form 1.50 and app]y 
for status as a conscientious objector. 

If your request i s denied or if you are denied J":)ur student 
deferment, you have the ri~ht of appeal , including persr>nal. appear• 
ance before the draf t board officials. Such an appeal must be made 
vlithin t en days a fter the d en:f.al.. A person making an appeal should 
seek draft eounse]ing before he a ppears. 

There are otrer alternatives with less or no l ee:a.Jl. precedent 
which a person may 1-rish to pursue wi th le e;alL assi stm ce. He might 
declare his willinr,ness to serve building a stronger United States 
by vrorkinG to :eradicate poverty or by offering t o teach t hose the 
arm;v fin~ illiter 3.te , for exampJB . These alt ernatives ::houJd be 

explored by t houp:htful students who oppose the v1ar and r a ther desi:re 
to make a positive contribution to human existence . 

If you are concerne d about t he draft soon t6 reach.local cam~ 
puses , ~_ontact ~tudents~for a Democratic Society, 7 02 W. 2'7th St., 
Los Ant;el e s ~t -•"RIB-9045",. for : · - -- · · -· · - · ·-- ·· ···· ~--- --~ - · 

l ) c ounselin0 about v<2r ious al ternatives 

2) further information about conscientious obj ection and 
other al ter natives 

.r 
J) further informat i on about -the 1rmr in Viet Nam and its 

effect on the democratic syst em, especially the univer
sities and c olleges-

4) annoucemeilt s of inform..!1t ional meetings: and speakers· on 
the dr aft . 

Please contact SDS also if you are inter e sted in hel ping to 
rlev~l?P thi s prot;r c:-m ?~ the draft system. .. .. .. . 
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