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Will NlCROlS USl GUNS? 
The last decade has produced a vast re

surgence of militant civil rights actions. 
Sit-ins, Freedom Rides, boycotts, mass pro
tests, use of Federal troops to enforce inte
gration and Supreme Court decisions have 
characterized the period. · At the same time 
two philosophies -- non-violent direct actio~ 
and Black Muslimism -- have become widely ac
cepted and have replaced legal appeals as the 

. dominant methods of ending segregation. Yet 
one of the most controversial figures of the 
period is a man who embraced none of these 
concepts. 

Robert Williams, former president of the 
Monroe, N.C. NAACP, aroused the antagonism of 
l~beral and conservative, white and Negro, 

' SLmply by asserting a time honored maxim-
· "Liberty ·and freedom are often created through 
1
violence." Williams even stopped short of 

:embracing that maxim. He advocated no guer-
illa warfare, no sabotage of Southern indus
try, no army of liberation. He merely preach
ed and practiced the conc~pt of armed self 
defense. 

_ ~bfl.E_ the Southern segregationists exert- . 
ed every effOrt- ~ - de-stroy the man and his 
dangerous philosophy is no surprise. That 
the white liberal and even many Negro civil 
rights activists were just as anxious to see 
him destroyed is a shock. His philosophy and 
story have been badly distorted even in inte
grationist circles. Therefore, his book, Ne
~roes with Guns, u a welcome arrival. Through 
t, Williams clarifies his beliefs as well as 

. the story of events in Monroe and reveals the 
/advantages and disadvantages of using armed 
self defense in the civil rights struggle. 

Negroes with Guns was put together by ' 
editor Marc Schleifer from a three hour in
terview with Williams in Cuba and material 
from Williams' newspaper, the Crusader. Some 
of the weaknesses and gaps in Williams' argu
ment may stem from this make-shift creation. 
Schleifer has also included an article by 
Truman Nelson, a scholar of the Abolitionist 
movement, and two· short pieces by Rev. Mart in 
Luther King, Jr. 

ln a moving, impassioned narrative, Wil
liams describes the growth of a working class 
NAACP chapter, their routing of a KKK car.avan 
by returning its gunfire,_ the Monroe "kissing 
case", · and the final violent day which led to 
Williams' flight to Canada and then to Cuba 
:- as a "trumped-up" kidnapping indictment 
placed his . name in the FBI 11wantedn files. 
Throughout, the author's indignation and his 
intense love of liberty and hatred of segre
S'!~ion are always present. 
- How~ver·, ·there are now ma"ny chronicle.s 

by Harloo Joye 
;at atrocities in the- South and of the heroic 
cour~g~ of th~~e . N~gro~ . and whites fighting ' 
for ~ntegrafron. Nefroes with GUns merits a 
spec1a~ plac~ in civi rights literature be
cause 1t also.advocates a controversial poli
cy of civil r1ghts action. 

b ~he concept of armed self defense cannot 
e s1mply shrugged away. Williams' book 

should ~and must)stir some much needed recon-
. sider.;tt~on . . of the tactics and strategies of 
the c1v1l r1ghts movement. The author's major 
t~e~is 11 is deeply rooted in the "American tra
dLt.L~n_ : The United States was created by men / 
willing to defend themselves and their free- 1 

dom. Americans have usually admired those 
who fought unjust tyranny. As an American, 
t~e N7gro cl~ims this heritage of defending 
hLs rLghts, hLs family, and himself. 

Negroes with Guns, therefore is not an 
epistle of 11 61ack chauvinism11 and r~ce hatred 
N7ither does it attempt to repudiate the tac: 
t1cal use of non-violence. Stressing his own 
arrest in a sit-in and . his cooperation with 
~9e _ Freedom )Uders who .. came to Monroe. Wil
liams advocates a flexible policy ·in fighting 
segregat;ion: . "We too believed in non-violent 
tactics in Monroe. We've used these tactics· 
~e've used all tactics. But we also believ~ 
that any struggler -for liberation should be a 
~lexibl~. :struggle. We shouldn't take the at

. t~tude that ··one method alone ·is tne way to 
hberati:_on.. ' This !_s ~o . !>e~om~ do~ma.tic." _ 

However, he sees limitation~ to using non
violence: "We must use non-violence as a 
means as long as this is fea~ible, but the 
day will come when conditions become so pro
nounced that non-violence will be suicidal in 
itself. 11 This conclusion stems from Williams' . 
analysis of social change: "Social change in 
something as fundamental as racist oppression · 
involv7s violence. You cannot have progress 
here WLthout violence and upheaval, because 
it's a struggle for survival for one and a 
struggle for liberation for the other. Always 
the powers in command are ruthless and unmer
ciful in definding their position and their 
privileges ••• This is a truth that was revealed 
at th7 birth of America ••• " Recognizing t hat 
equal1ty cannot be _ simple integration into 
the current social structure, he writes 
"It is important for racists to maintain 
~hese peripheral forms of segregation (lunch 
·counters, bus stations, etc.). They establish 
an .;ttmosphere that supports a system. By de
-basLng and demoralizing the black man in 
small personal matters, the system eats away 
,the sense of dignity and pride which are .·ne- ' 
cessa;y to c;:hallenge a racist system. But .the· 



fundamental core of racism is more than at
mosphere -- it can be measured in dollars and 
cents and unemployment percentages." 11We felt 
.•. that what we needed was ~broad program 
with special attention to jobs, welfare, and 
other economic needs." "But when Afro-Ameri
cans get into the struggle for the right to 
live as human beings and the right to earn 
the same amount of money, then they'll meet 
~he ~reatest amo~nt of resista~ce and out of 
~t w~ll come pol~ce-condoned or inspired vio
lence." 

An examination of Southern segregation 
'indicates that it has two primary causes -
one rooted in the economics of the area, the 
other in the psychology. The two reinforce 
one another and together support the system 
of segregation. Williams has grasped this 
fact,but his perceptive analysis stops short, 
for he does not use it to examine his own 
tactics and program. 

The author claims that events in Monroe 
support his belief tn armed self defense. He 
stat~s that during the early ~onroe sit-ins 
"not a single demonstrator was even spat up
·on." He traces the later violence in Monroe 
to the policy of non-violence announced by 
the Freedom Riders who came to town. Even 
then Williams feels that only the whites' 
awar~ness of his policy prevented mass vio
lence. Yet rioting took place. Both the 
non-violent demonstrators and random Negro 
citizens were beaten and jailed. Moreover, 

ltne rioting quickly became an excuse to at-
tacK: Williams, and at this crucial poin~ the 
author's ' policy failed to work. 

In this context, Williams · must a nswer 
-several obvious questions: Did not the vicious 
attacks upon the Freedom Riders indicate a 
long smouldering hostility against \Villiams 
and his group? If, as Williams says, the 
Freedom Riders were attacked simply because . 
they had already eschewed self defense, why 
was this violence so quickly utilized for a 
direct attack upon Williams -- despite his 
consistent a vowal to meet violence with via= 
lence? Why did Williams flee when police and 

· state troopers moved into his neighborhood? 
Why did his armed guards allow the search of 
their homes and the seizure of their weapons 
without firing a shot? . 

Obviously Williams is a brave man. His 
flight was judicious, not cowardly. The odds 

!against him were just too great; he felt that 
. this was not the time to fight. But when is 
the time to fight? When is the armed Negro 
to use his arms? If he c<!_pitulates to super
ior strength, self defense becomes a hollow 
threat. Williams might state that his policy 
would have continued to prevent violence if 
the non-violent resistors had not waved wa 
red flag in t he face of the bull. 11 the evi- , 
dent move" t o get Williams" makes such an "if" 
highly implausible. The tension seems to 
have mounted with each successive incident 

-before the Freedom Riders' entry. The out-• 
'preak of violence seemed im:n.inent. If an ex
cuse for its outbreak had not appeared, one 
would have been manufactured. Thus Negroes 
~ith Guns is a tale of the failure of armed 
self defense-- not of its success MWillUw& 
would have it. 

The situation in Monroe indicates the 
broader problems precipitated by a policy of 
armed self defense. Williams constantly re
quested Federal protection of Negroes' rights 
in Nonroe. However, the FBI took action only 
after Williams 1 - flight from the town and 
then only to pursue him for a phony kidnapp
~ng. This FBI reluctance to intervene except 
~n support of local police authorities has 

,become a pattern in the South. 
The Federal government is eager to hold 

the votes of both Northern Negroes and South
~rn whites. Thus it favors gradual change 
r ather than massive onslaught against segre
gation. Only widespread violence (the Birm
ingham riots against the Freedom Riders) or 
Southern ' officials' blatant resistance to 
court decisions ordering token integration 
(the University of Mississippi) have pushed 
the government into active support of civil 
rights, In these cases, it has always sup
ported the Negroes' rights since the violen.ce 
was clearly the one-sided action of whites. 
However, if the Negro arms and fights back, 

- the government is likely to exert its armed 
might to crush the Negroes in an effort to 
"restore peace." 

Negroes who take up arms will speedily 
be branded "dangerous criminals" or "deranged 
persons" who must be stopp~d. The Southern 
local and state police forceswill rush quick- 
ly into action -- against the Negroes. If 
Federal forces have to intercede they are 
likely to join the local law ~nforcement 
groups in "restoring order." In such a case 
the Negro will receive the worst of the bat~ 
tle. Thus a policy of . armed self defense 

~~· .. 
" . f ~ 
~. ll 

I , 

Signs or ~egregation 



! 

.t 

would probably increase the power arrayed 
against integrationist~. . . 

The Negro is unl~kely to g~~n h~s free
dom without the aid of th~ wh~te ~~ber~ls. 
The odds against him are s~mply too form~da
ble without allies. Despite t~e often."luke
warm" support of liberals, the~r help ~s des
perately rieeded and.if o~ten tendered ~n mon
ey and pressure dur~ng t~mesof greatest news- . 
paper publici~y. Pressure for Federa~ pro
tection must be exerted by liberals ~n the 
North· pressure for local concessions must be 
exert~d by white 11neutrals 11 in the South. 

The latter have usually acted only when 
the disruptionof their normal pattern of life 
forced them to take a stand. Sometimes hor
rified by segregationist violence, they have 
·sought token integration in order to restore 
social tranquility, The weight of th7se two 
groups has been an important factor ~n the 
civil rights advances of the last d7cade, 

However as Williams has po~nted out, , ~ . . 1 II Th the white l .iberals are 11nypocr~t~ca • ey 
praise the valiant deeds of the European un
dergrounds in World War II; they are proud ?f 
the American revolution; but they are horr~-

- fied if a Negro even talks of using arms ~o 
gain his liberty, This attitude seems part~
ally based on a semi-conscious fe-:r: "The Ne
gro has been oppressed so long; m~ght no~ all 
those stored-up aggressions break forth ~f he 

· is.___ armed?" Such fear may r7flect a deep 
seated gu-i..l~ carr i ed by all . '"~1tes -- as some 
psychologists suggest. Bu_t ~~ ~s more apt to. be 
stated as a rational concern: "In a rac~al 
conflict, one's skin is the badge of on7's 
allegiance, Rega~dles~ of . one's sympath~es 
or ideology, a whit~ ~s l~kely to . face.the 
Negro's wrath simply because he ~s wh~te, 
This is racism in reverse." 

A second factor is a more important de
terminant of liberal "hypocrisy11

• To some 
degree, most liberals today join ~n ~he . "c7-
lebration of American democracy. Th~s ~s 
the b~st of a ll possible worlds; the few 
things wrong with the system ~an be worked 
out within the current social and . political 
structure. There is no problem wh~ch . will 
not yield to a reasoned, slow appl~cat~on of 
the democratic process. Segreg-:t~on ~s _no 
exception; Negroes us~ng arms w~ll only ~n
:tensify existing tens~ons and prolong the 
period of change." This attitude often tends 
to become an · argument from the sta~us quo, 
"Look at how far the Ne gro has come ~n a de
cade. Progress is being made, but we ca~ot 
trample on the 'rights' of the Southern wh~te 
while gaining freedom for the. Negro." 
. Regardless of the actual reasons for 
white "hypocrisy", the civil rights movement 
must live with it, The use of arms -- ev7n 
in self defense -- will cost the Negro h~s 
white liberal allies arrl drive away t~e Sou~h
ern white "neutra l". The latter w~ll $t~ll 
have to make a choice, but now he can . blame 
the violence on both sides -- or more l~k7ly, 
on the Negro alone, His mildly segregat~ond 
ist views, his belief in law and order, an · 

.. his · fear will all coTncide. He will readily 
support armed action against Negroes in ord~r 
to "restore order". The loss of these "fa~r 
weather allies" would pit the civil rights 
movement against insurmountable odds, 

Williams has emphasized the need for 
flexibility in the civil rights struggle. 
That emphasis must be kept in mind when com
sidering civil rights tactics, for armed self 
defense alone does not solve one of the major 
problems -- how to press one's demands for 
equality. In the actuality of Monroe, Wi l
liams used non-violent direct action and pe- · 
titioning, as well as armed self defense. 
Does one use arms only in order to defend 
one's home and person against direct atta ck ? 
If a Negro is jailed, does one ·use arms to 
free him? If a woman is raped and the cul
prit freed by a white jury1 does the movemen t 
cpprehend the man, try him ~n a vigilante . court 
and administer justice? If non-violent acti ion 
fails to gain its aims, is armed force t hen· 
applied? 

The answers to such questions will de
termine the entire organization. a ttitudes 
and success ·· of any movement which advocates 
.the policy. At some points, armed defens e 
comes very close to armed a ggression. Where 
does Williams draw the line between the t wo? 
He . implies that the simple existance of a mi
litant Negro movement with guns will end a ll 
persecutions of Negroes. The possession o f · 
ar~ms may end some direct white aggression, 
but persecutions are likely to become more 
indirect - handled in ways that armed defen se 
cannot prevent, The advocates of armed de
fense must face this question much more di
rectly than Williams does. 

Williams' theories have met grea t resis
tance and criticism on logical anq ~motional" 
planes. On the other hand, non-violent direct 
action has gained widespread uncritical ac
ceptance among· liberal and radical whites. 
Does the latter really deserve this heart y 
embrace? When subjected to the same type of 
criticism that self defense receives, t he 
theory of non-violence also displays many 
-weaknesses. 

Non-violent direct action attempts to 
initiate. mass action -- to forge a united Ne
gro movement large enough to disrupt the ev
eryday life of the Southern community and to 
force concessions as the price o~ tranquil~
ty, However; the 'non-violent activists h ave 
rarely been able to build such a mass move
mant in any area, Small disciplined groups 
large enough to overcome small peripheral 
targets are more easily built. The disrup
tive effect of a small number has often been 
suf~i~ient, so l ·ong as t}:te specific . ~q_rget; 
and the specific goal~ are small. Thu s, ~on
violent groups have ~ntegrated bus stat~ons 
and lunch counters, parks and beaches, 

When the tactic has been tried on a mass. 
scale against the entire segregation system 
.(as in Albany, Ga.), its success has been 
much less spectacular. \.Jhen the goal _is t o9 
broad, when the target is the entire segrega
tion structure of the community, the actiop 
has usually fa~led~ Non-violent direct ac~ion 



works only when it is able to exert eneugh 
!pressure to force a capitulation. The degree. 
•of change from the old "status quo" is a vi
tal element· in any decision to concede to 
demands. If the immediate goal overreaches 
the strength which the movement can muster, 
the leadership may be forced to accept a com
promise far short of the stated goal. Such 
an occurrence often has a highly demoralizing 
effect, as a large proportion of the partici
pants feel sold out -- even if realistic ap
praisal shows that achievement of the goal is 
strategically impossible at the time. In 
places like Atlanta, the feeling of betrayal 
has often pushed people toward groups lik~ 
the Black Muslims. 

As the movement advances from attacks 
on peripheral targets to an attack upon the 
.larger basic institu~ions, the resistance is 
likely to increase 1n intensity and sublety. 
Victories then require massed strength on.a 
large scale. If the civil _rights movement ~s 
able to muster mass force, the subtlety may 
well turn to violence of an intensity unseen 
to date Williams sees this problem clearly. 
His arg~ent -- that non-violent resistance 
will reach the limit of its powers at this 
point -- is rooted in such an analysis. 

To a lesser degree, Williams also recog
nizes another factor which influence~ the 
success of non-violent action. Such action 
has always tended to heighten the conflict 
between diverse values held by the segrega
tionist. While racism may be a "mass psycho
sis" as Williams states, the segregationist 
(particularly the _Southern . po~Eg" elite) is 
hot · totally "race domina-t_ed 11

• He holds a. 
numbe-~ of values and goals which do not at-, 
'ways coincide. There is often a latent con-
flict between national and regional mores, 
psychological and economic values. 

Non-violent direct action often brings 
these conflicts into the open. -Thus disrup
tion of business activities may force the 
businessman to choose between the cap_italist 

etnic of' prof'its and the · traditional regional 
value of segregation. When direct action culs 
into his profits, he must sacrifice one or 
the other. The average citizen must choose 
between the traditional respect for the law. 
_and total segregation. By preventing the si
ffi?ltaneous attainment of several __ goals, non~ 
v~olent action forces an actual chorce between 
values. If the demands of the civil rights 
movement are peripheral to the system, the 
segregationist will sacrifice a little segre
·gation to avoid further social disruption. 

However, when the demands touch the 
heart of the economic, political! and social 
structure of the South, these va uesno long
er conflict but reinforce one another. At 
that point, as Williams· notes, the movement 

:is likely to meet violent resistance. The 
non-violent civil rights movement has not de
veloped an analysis nor a program which can 
overcome these weaknesses. 

Martin Luther King's attempt to couple 
non-violence and the Ghandian-Christian con
cept of loving one's enemy _has often ~reated 
additional disadvantages for the non-vio~ent 
·movement. This coupling has ~en critic~sed 
:by ·writers as diverse as W1lliams and the 
psychologist Kenneth B. Clark. Howevert many 
of those prominently engaged in non-v olent 
action in the South have avoided this. problem. , 
They use non-violence only as a tactic -- the 
practical way to gain equality. Such use of 
non-violence may haYe important consequences 
as the regional and national environments 
change. 

· Regardless of the logical criticisms of 
both self defense and non-violent direct ac
tion, economic, political and social , factors 
~ill actually determine what methoas the ci
vil _ rights movemen~ employs. 



Will HfBROfS' USE GUnS 
. By Harlo.;--Joye 

In Part I of this article we presented an 
analysis of both armed self-defense and non-vio
lent direct action. Such an analysis required a 
.certain amount of abstraction from the political,. 
economic, social and psychological factors influ
encing the trend of civil rights in this country. 
Yet it is precisely these factors which will ul
timately determine the methods· employed by the 
civil rights movement and their efficacy. 

Future civil rights histori~ns will probably 
cite the Birmingham demonstrations as one of the 
tenor of the movement. The Birmingham demon
strations, however, were caused by psychological 
and economic trends noticeable well before their 

:actual eruption. Events in Birmingham have 
m~rely accelerated these trends. They, in turn, 
have placed the liberals and advocates of non
violence in an extremely painful dilemma. 

In recent years, the Negro has borne the 
brunt of the unemployment problem in the U.S. 
The homily "last hired first f i red" is a concise 
simplification of a complex phenomenon. As auto
mation expands unemployment, the Negro has been 
hardest hit. Negro unemployment is at present 
nearly 15% of the Negro work force. The rate 
among Negroes in the 16-25 year age bracket is 
probably much greater. (About 250,000 Negro 
youth are unemployed, compared with 900,000 white 
youth). Such a heavy unemployment rate, coupled 
with the paucity of well-paid skilled jobs avail
able to Negroes, has increased the economic and 
psychological hardships in the Negro community, 
particularly in the Negro ghetto. 

Simultaneously, the turtle pace of civil 
rights advance has pushed the Negro's .frustrat i on 
to a new peak. These factors have contributed to 
a new sense of militancy and urgency in the Negro 
community. Militancy in the Northern Negro 
ghetto is not new. Such feelings gave rise to 
the Marcus Garvey movement in the 20's, the boy
cott movement in Harlem under Adam Clayton Powell 
Jr. in the late 30 1 s, and the 1 43 riots. · The 
newness lies in the highly articulated disgust 
with white hypocrisy. in the power of this mili
tant atmosphere to push moderate civil rights 
groups into more radica l action, in the wide
spread awareness of this feeling before any major 
riots have occurred, and in the corresponding 
militancy of Southern Negroes. 

The Black Musl i ms have been characterized as 
the extremist danger in the Negro community. 
Their growth has been decried by the politicians 
and the press -- liberal and conservative alike. 
However, they might be better described as the 
articulators of a hostile current toward whites 
running throughout the Negro community, for their 
-o!.ce ~rely ~<:_!lEel> __ a __ sep.timent _ re?c_hing_ inuch 
turther than their membership. The Black Muslims 
l1ave offered many Negroes a pride in the color of 
their skins, a belief that Black is not only 
: qual to, but superior to, the Whi te. This · new 
identity is sustained by caricaturing the White 
lS the symbol of evil. This image catches and 
1olds the imag ination o~ many Negroes~ for which 

cont inued 



COMMON SENSE Page 18 
of - them has not suffered gross injustices at tne T ITties, tne stofts ·and restaurants, even -eo some 
hand of the White? The Muslim's debunking of the extent the schoolJ, are not the main concern of 

· ·white liberal receives especially enthusiastic! the lower class. Their primary interests lie in 
· reception. By aggressively voicing already jobs and housing. Moreov7r, the l?we~ _c~ass 

existing sentiments, the Muslims have not only Negro has neithe~ the m1ddle-class 1nh1b1t1ons 
built up their own separatist movement, but they nor the logical and moral arguments against the 
have also intensified the militancy of the Negro use of violence. They have suffered· violence all 
community -- of both those advocating widespread of their lives. They have borne the bruntof 
non-violent action and those ready to · ~t· police brutality; they have lived by the "Ameri

. whites in order to gain rights. In recent months can code" that a 111an must defend himself if he is 
even so astute a politician as Adam Clayton_ to be a man. As they became involved, leaders 

4Powell Jr. acknowledged the changing atmosphere who can appeal to them will spring up -- leaders 
in Harlem by expressing sympathy for the Black, like Malcolm X and Robert Williams, who advocate 
Muslims and by denouncing the policy of the NAACP defending one's self with arms if necessary. 
of having whites in leadership positions. So far this militant atmosphere, this inclu-

These two trends -- the economic and the sion of more lower-class Negroes,had only inten
psychological -- have reached ·new heights simul- sified th~ non-violent movement. But these fac
taneously. They are partly cause and ·partly ef; . tors, coupled with economic necessity, have al
fect of a change in the non-violent civil rights ready begun to ch•nge the immediate goals. 
movement. During the last decade, one shift in Since Birmi~ham, there has been .. a concer~ed 
Negro leadership has already taken place. Until attack upon job discriminat~on in Northern cit~es ' 
-the late '50's, upper class and upper-middle Pickets and sit-ins protest1ng company and un1on 
'class Negroes dominated the civil rights move- discrimination have multiplied. These in turn 
ment. Through the NAACP and the Urban League, have intensified the opposition to the civil 
·they conducted legal battles to expand equality. rights movement. . 
By ·1956, the major part of that battle had been · · From the news stories, one would think that 
won, but the movement's progress was still slow. the non-violent movement had been victorious in 
A middle class group, primarily preachers and city after city. Albany, Ga., McComb, _ Mi~s., 
students, gave new impetus to the movement by ad- Knoxville, Tenn., Heywood County, Tenn., B1rm1ng
vocating and practicing non-vio~ent direct action. ham, Ala. -- these names have appeared and di~
NAACP leaders protested · such tactics. · Their own appeared in headlines across the country. Yet 1n 
backgrounds precluded such conceptions; they saw these lo~alities. conditions are as bac -- an.¢ 
the philosophy as one which would increase~- sometimes worse -- · than beforette demonstrations. 
sions and destroy their gains. Although the NAACP However, only the demonstrations are news, not 
has finally adopted the policy of direct action, the aftermath. Some victories hav~ .been made, 
it has lost actual leadership to CORE, the Stu- some extremely important; but most have been to
dent Nonv~o1ent Coordinating Committee, and the ken victories only, and all have cost a high 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. The price in continuing oppression. 
concept of non-violent action was framed in · This lack of follow-up erodes the pressure 
~eligi?us terms, but it is also probably rooted for stronger Federal measures and the sympathy 
1n a m1ddle-class reluctance to use violence. for continued demonstrations. Thus, many lib-
The students partially divorced non-violence from erals, including the Kennedy administration, are 
its religious moorings. For the non-violent advocating a diminuation of protests. They speak 
movement to be successful, it has had to involve ; of the great advances made by the Negro and ask 
more and more adherents in larger and larger de- for a cooling-off period. Moreover, they point 
monstrations. The first major success in pro- out the increasing number of white moderates now 
ducing massive demonstrations took place in Bir- active in the South. The mayor of Atlanta, Ga. 
mingham. Everits . there present a microscopic pic- openly advocates the Federal Public Accomodations 
ture- of the changes to be expected. By enlarging clause of .Kennedy's civil rights bill. A Negro 
the scope of the movement and by broadening the state senator is elected in Georgia. The gover
participation, the leaders have involved many nor of North Carglina declares an all-out fight 
lower-class Negroes. In Birmingham, lower-class against segregation in his state, The University 
Negroes did not participate in large numbers, but of Alabama is integrated peacefully despite Gov
they were present on the sidelines. While hoses ernor Wallace's public protests. Bull Connor's 
and dogs were used against the demonstrators, the Birmingham administration is replaced by a moder
lower-class on-lookers suffered the worst of the ate City Council. Salisbury, Maryland demon- .. 
police violence. At the same time, these Negroes :strated the feasibility of peaceful integration. 
saw other Negroes- including children- standing Yet in Gadsden, Ala. and in Albany, Ga., those 
up to the White. They saw the possibility of jailed for civil rights work suffer horrendous 
their acting-- of loosing many years of pent-up treatment, In Danville, Va., Negroes are beaten 
frustrations. A new atmosphere of anger and hope on the streets. In Monroe, N.C., Negroes live 
grew in Birmingham. It started with mild heck- under an oppressive city administration. In Cam
ling of the police; it erupted the night of the bridge, Md., violence is stopped .only after a .··': 
Birmingham riots. On that night, the lower-class National Guard regime and Justice Department in-
Negroes broke the code of non-violent action and tervention. · 
returned the attack of the police, As the earl:Mr "massive resistance" programs 

As more and more lower-class member s become of the South fell in the courts, as violence· 
involved in the civil rights movement, its goals repelled Northern industry and disrupted communi
and its leaders will change. Until the Birmingham ties, the "moderates" gained . power. Their pol
riots, the movement had concentrated on prerlom- ' icy of gradual change may reign for · some . time. A 
inantly middle-class objectives. The publ i c f ac- few Negroes may be accepted in political po-
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·"' .-·sit ions, some industry may be integrated, peri- ;want to lay ott whites t:o hire Negroes. Maybe ·my 

pheral segregation may fade, segregation statutes job will be the next one they 1 11 want." These ar
may be repealed -- to be replaced by Northern guments are heard even in the building indusry 
·style segregation. This does not mean, however, where employment has been expanding, for the 
that the Negro will be permitted any amount of construction boom is at its peak and faces a de
political power. The basic institutions of seg- cline in the next five years. (This new civil 
regation will remain, and any attempt to destroy rights push may lead to even greater opposition. 
them ·will probably be met with violence, The Unemployed white workers may begin to resent the 
"moderates" in the South are moderates only within highly articulate Negro movement, deciding that 
a spectrum which labels non-violent demonstrators Negroes are taking the jobs which they _should 
extremists. have. Such an attitude could develop very easily 

In Birmingham, the steel companies were in- among the growing ranks of unemployed youth. 
strumental in pressuring the whites to negotiate. Violence could then break out on a vast scale). 
They were troubled by the effect of violence upon These factors add to the Negroes frustration 
their public images and upon their profits. Thus, and to his impatience with white "hypocrisy." He 
they did their bit as "public spirited citi- sees the white, including the white liberal, 
zens." But now, the Northern civil rights ~ · move- attempting to protect only his own interest. The 
ment is attacking the job issue. What happens opposition of unions, more concerned with their 
when these targets are attacked in the South? fight against automation than with the Negro• s 
If Negroes turn their efforts to better job op- plight, aggravate his discontent. But it is not 
portunities and b~tter pay, the businessman is only in the economic field that white "hypocrisy" 
hurt in the short run no matter which side~ he is found. The liberals• plea for an end to de
takes.. If ·he supports the segregationist, the monstrations has already been cited. Other tiber-

resultant social disorder and violence hurts bus- als argue that demonstrations will defeat Ken
i'ness. If he supports . the Negro, not only do his nedy• s civil rights bill. The white liberal 
wage costs rise, but the attraction which pulls measures progress by. the distance the Negro has 
Northern industry South is lost. He is placed in come in the last decade. He stresses. the speed -of 
this dilemma a~ a time of growing Northern oppo- change, The Negro measures progress by the dis~ 
sition to civil rights demands, tance he still must travel before he gains full 

North and South, the increasing militancy of equality, He stresses the slowness of change and 
the movement is likely to encounter greater lin- often interprets the white 1 s 11go slow" admon
tagonism from the economic powers -- corporations, itions as sheer cant. Moreover, he looks askance 
small business men, and unions. Yet, since unem- .at the President•s Civil Rights bill. He details 
.Ployqtent affects the Negro . disproportionately, ! its weaknesses and omissions. He argues that the 
economic issues must gain greater importance, In President only offered a civil rights bill after 
addition, the spreading aggressiveness in the he was under great pressure, . He points out-niat 
ghettoes and the growing militancy in the South the President was silent while dogs and hoses 
push the civil · rights movement into the battle were used against children in Birmingham -- that 

· for more jobs and better housing. The tougher he only took action when whites · and white prop
battle against greater odds in these areas could erty were endangered by the riots. In addit i on, 
increase the frustration in the Negro community. he notes the sudden sparcity of white newspaper 

Since the Birmingham demonstrations, the coverage of atrocities in the South and says 
Kennedy administration has finally recognized !Kennedy is exerting pressure to keep news of in
this trend. Although less than six months ago, flaming incidents at a minimum. He sees Kennedy 
Kennedy spoke out against a civil rights bill playing the Dixiecrat against the integrationist 
during this C~ngress, he is now supporting the for the maximum political gains. 
most sweeping c_ivil rights bill since Reconstruc- : The Negro points to the past history of the 
tion days. The bill seems designed primarily !Kennedy administration. Two years ago, the Ken
to reduce the Negro's pressure. One of its most ~e<;ty. adminiscration persuaded · civil ·righters to 
important provisions would remove the most fre- ~n~t~ate a voter registration drive. It promised 
quent target. of non-violent attack-- privately . f~ll cooper~tio~. B~ channeling Negro•s aspira
owned restaurants, etc. However, Kennedy .has not t~ons in th~s d~rect~on, the administration prob
recognized ~- or cannot solve -- the area of in- ably sought to reduce the pressure created by 
creas~ng concern: job opportunities tor ~groes. eit-ins and Freedom. Rides, If the program were 
The bill is weakest ·in this very area, Kennedy successful, the Administration would share the 
has not solved the white unemployment problem. . credit and would gain a group of. democratic vat-
How is .he to expand job opportunities for Ne- ers who could exert pressure on the Dixiecrats, 
groes? The Administration1 s bill would create job H?w7ver, the administration probably did not en-

. training programs. This is a feasible action in v~s~on such an energetic program nor such fierce 
an expanding economy, but in the special con- Southern resistance. Violence flared in commun
ditions of 1963,it seems relatively fruitless -- ity after community as. the registration program 
particularly in light of the earlier defeat of advanced, but results have been meager, Part of 
the Aid to Depressed Areas Bill. the failure is blamed on the administration•s own 

Herein lies the Negro• s paradox. In the ambivalent act~ons. The g_overnment has been wit
past, periods of Negro militancy have usually :ling ~o act only · in those counties where Negroes 
coincided with periods of employmemt expansion -- . c?nst~tute the smallest percentage of the popula
in ·the 2o•s, the late 30•s, during World War It : t~on: When cases _are bro~ht to court, Kennedy
.Now, however, he is bucking the economic trend. : appo~nted segregat~onist Judges often refuse to 
This factor is the greatest obstacle he faces, decide in favor of civil rights, (This has been 
for the white•s argument is a pragmatic one: · p~rticularly true. in Mississippi where judges are 
"There aren• t enough jobs to go around. They · P~cked according to the preference of Senator 
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cities are usually Southern, often from the very against violence will stop its growth. Vast civil 
region . being invest : .sated. Their own Southern rights advances -- North and South -- could impede 
backgrounds and their frequent cooperation with it, but the political and .economic forces do not 
local law authorities have often colored their seem to be moving speedily in that direction. One 
findings. Kennedy is finally pushing for · a, does not have to be a Marxist determinist to note 
stronger mandate to stop disenfranchisement, only' the inexorable trends of our time. Liberals and 
now, after Birmingham angered urban Negro voters. radicals cannot afford to sit in complacency, com-

This constant "hypocrisy" is stressed not· forted by Kennedy's civil rights bill, confident 
only by the Black Muslims and the lower classes · that a Negro-moderate coalition in the South will 
but also by a growing number of Negro intellec- soon break the Republican-Dixiecrat coalition in 
tua"ls. Many civil- rights workers have also bec<;>me Congress. Neither can they merely support non
more and .more frustrated as they face death da1.ly violent actio~ and voter registration in the Negro 
and gain -few results. Thus the administration's, communities North and Sputh. If the Negro moves 
own policies have increased the militancy of the' to greater militancy and the use of arms, liberal 
movement. Many activists are now convinced that and radical avowals against violence and "black 
meaninaful change cannot be made within the pee~ chauvinism" will mean nothing. If armed conflict 
sent e~onomic and pol i tical structure. In the breaks out in the South, it will spread North. If 
future, a pol icy of overall change -- -of social radical. policies gain wider acceptance in the 
revolution -- may develop rapidly within their Northern ghettos, they will spread South. If the 
ranks. Federal government· fails to find an acceptable 

If the civil rights movement doesnot quickly solution to economic and housing problems of the 
succeed in broadening job opportunities,the situ- Negro before the present antagonisms ~pur a re
ation may grow more and more explosive. Already course to arms, the government might set out to 
many astute observers are declaring that any minor destroy these dangerous "black nationalists" and 
police incident in the ghettoes could erupt into "subversives." In such an extreme case, the per
jull scale riots. The job demonstrations and the secution of Negro groups could easily extend to 
preparations for the massive August 28th March on white liberals and radicals. Changes in the civil 
Washington for Jobs and Freedom provide only a rights movement will affect our future just as 
temporary outlet for the frustrations packed into much as will changes intec~ology and foreign af-
areas like Harlem and Chicago's South Side. If fairs. · 
riots break out, they could rapidly spread from At present the non-pacifist white liberal 
one city to another. Such riots will be crushed must examine his attitude toward the use of arms 
by police -- efficiently and probably with great in the civil rights movement, He may not like the 
bloodshed on a scale comparable to the race riots idea, but he must consider it in the light of the 
of 1919 -- and many Negroes have vowed that all of Negro's changing attitudes, the strengths .and 
t hat blood won't be Negro blood. · weaknessesaf the use of arms, and the possibility . 

Past outbreaks in the ghettos have usually that they may be used, There is still time to a
produced some alleviation of the conditions caus- vert violence -- ti enough people move. At present 
ing racial tension. However, in this period of the liberal must join whole-nearteary ·iil-· mak!iig 
high Negro militancy and sluggish economic con- the civil rights movement as radical as possible. 
ditions, reparations sweeping enough to restore He must be willing to join Negroes in jail and in 
racial peace are unlikely. Continued force would demonstrations not only in the South but also in 

'probably be necessary . . Wh~le a semi-military o:- the North, The trend can be turned only if the 
cupation of the ~hettos m1.ght keep the peace, 1.t civil rights movement grows rapidly in number and 
would probably 1.ncrease Negro-white altercations types of demands to the point where the search for 
and lead~ a greaterand greater reliance on arms- immediate viable solutions becomes the major con
arms for self defense as Robert Williamsadvocates cern of the country. In addition, an analysis of 
and arms for attack. _ _ ___ the Southern power structure l.n terms of' its 

Thus the civil rights movement creates its strengths a1d weaknesses --of points where attacks 
own paradox-- North · and South. In the North; (non-violent and violent)will create the greatest 
growing unrest in the ghettos directs the struggle impact ... - is desperately needed, The movement it
toward economic issues. Frustration on economic self must determine what ultimate power changes 
issues could heighten tte explosiveness of a situ- are needed -- what changes are necessary to bring 
ation which is already extremely touchy, The about the envisioned society of equality. A well
growing militancy of the Northern Negro could in- thought-out planto put pressure on .large national 
tensify the Southern Negro's willingness to use businesses with branches in the South should be 
violence. Small groups of armed Negroes deter- constructed, Ways of reducing the brutal attacks 
mined to defend themselves might spring up in on Negroes must be found -- and of publicizing 
many communities. (Some civil rights groups are treatment in Southern jails, 
already discussing ways to meet this problem~ Ar- tn addition, there must be a serious attempt 
senals !r! being built in some Southern towns.) to link the civil rights movement and the white 
Sporadic outbreaks of violent retaliation for at- unemployed into one large movement seeking changes 
rocities are likely to follow. Then, sooner or which will create jobs for all. The March on 
later, armed conflict could break out in one com- Washington for Jobs and Freedom may offer the 
munity and spread to others. Even the formation first opportunity for such an endeavor, but 
of a guerilla civil rights movement engaging in success will be far from easy. Many Negroes are 
sabotage cannot be discounted totally. suspicious of any movement extending beyond the 

Much of the above is hypothesis, but it may pure civil rights issue. Too many ttmes, the 
soon be fact , The number of Negroes advocat ing Negro has been called upon to link his cause to a 
armed self defense is increasing. Neither Mart in more universal one. In each case -- World War I; 
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the policies of the Communist Party In the 30's; 
the formation of the CIO; World War II -- he has 
carried his share of the sacri-fices only to se~ 
others whisk away the gains. Ke is in no mood to 
be hoodwinked again. I . 

Despite the former criticisms of the policy,~ 
perhap1 armed self-defense may have t~ be coupled 
with non-violent direct action. If armed self
defense groups begin forming in the South inde- · 
pendent of any organization, a method of combining' 
them in a disciplined national armed self-defense 
group must be sought. The white liberal and rad
ical can only attempt to foresee the direction . 
which the movement will follow; they can only aid 

· in planning; they can attempt to persuade its . 
leaders that certain directions wUl bring happier 
results to all; but the final decisions lie out
side their power. 

Yet the very seriousness of the civil rights 
situation today may contain the possibility of 
vast so~ial change -- change which can guarantee 
to each of us a society more conducive to freedom ·. 
and control over our own destiny. Whatever the 
possibilities, we can neither stay out of the 
fight nor close our eyes to what is happening. 
"Freedom now or chaos tomorrow" is more than a 
bat~le cry. It is the reality of today, _ 

A word should be said about Williams' present · 
position. Now in Cuba, he is conductin~ a progr~m 
aimed at the South-- Radio Free Dix~e --and~ 
printing his paper, the Crusader. Whether because 
of his residence in Cuba or because of his greFt 
frustration over present conditions in the South, 
his pronouncements are. ext~emely r~~i~al. F~r ex
ample; he now v1ews the Kennedy adm~n~strat~on as 
"fascist," closely linked to the Klu Klux Klan. 
His current ~ttitude does not negate~ arguments 
in Negroes with Guns, but his growing bitterness 
~ay be pondered as a possible view of things to 
come. 

equal rights leads to 
two Alabama grandmothers. 
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