








Sometimes officers will write out a statement and ask you
to repeat it and sign it if the facts are true. You are not
legally required to sign any such paper, and you are not
required to acknowledge whether any statement by offi-
cers is true, or not. To protect yourself before your attor-
ney arrives, you should continue to make only one state-
ment: “UNTIL I OBTAIN AN ATTORNEY AND HAVE
HIS ADVICE AND ASSISTANCE, I CANNOT ANSWER
ANY QUESTIONS OR MAKE ANY STATEMENTS.” You
may be lawfully required to submit to a blood test, or try
on clothing, or talk for purpose of voice identification, or
assume a posture, or other such non-confession type
identification.

WHAT HAPPENS TO THE MONEY YOU MAY
HAVE WITH YOU?

You must be given an itemized receipt for all money and
property taken from you when you are arrested.

Bail and possible release without bail

WHAT ABOUT BAIL?

You are allowed to apply promptly for bail. Bail permits
you to be released from jail, if an amount of money or
other security is deposited with the proper official to make
sure that you will appear in court. You have a right to have
bail set without unnecessary delay. Later, the court may
reduce or increase the amount of bail initially set. There
are, however, certain violations for which bail is not per-
mitted.

HOW CAN YOU GET MONEY FOR BAIL?

If you cannot obtain sufficient money or other security
from a friend or relative, you may obtain it from a profes-
sional bondsman. The police or clerks of court will fur-
nish, on request, the names of professional bondsmen.

CAN YOU BE RELEASED WITHOUT BAIL?

In many cases, if you have close family and community
ties and a job, the Judge will release you without bail. If
you are released you MUST return to appear in court on
the date set or you will be charged with the additional
crime of jumping bail.

In some cities like San Francisco, there is an organized
“bail project.” The “bail project” is a program to arrange
the release of people who are arrested on their own prom-
ise to appear for trial. There is no charge for this service.
You should attempt to contact by telephone the San Fran-
cisco Bail Project if you are arrested and booked in San
Francisco.

Your rights in court

WHEN DO YOU GO BEFORE A JUDGE?

After arrest and booking, unless released, you must be
taken before a court without unnecessary delay. If the
court is not then open you may be held in the police sta-
tion until it is. This is usually within 48 hours.

WHAT DO YOU DO IN COURT?

You will be brought before the judge. The clerk will read
the charge to you. If you do not understand it, you may
ask him to read it again. You will be asked to plead
“guilty” or “not guilty.” YOU SHOULD HAVE A LAW-
YER WITH YOU AT THIS TIME. If you ask the judge, he
will allow a reasonable amount of time to get a lawyer.

HOW DO YOU GET A LAWYER?

Listed at the end of this pamphlet are organizations which
will help you get a lawyer. In addition, if you are charged
with a crime and cannot pay for a lawyer, the judge must
appoint one at your request.

WHAT DOES THE JUDGE DECIDE?

The judge must hold a hearing at which witnesses (the
police or others) will tell what happened. You also have
the right to tell the judge what happened, BUT you don't
have to say anything if you don’t want to. You can ask
that the hearing be delayed until your lawyer can be
present.

Summary

The police, the judges, the lawyers . . . all are carrying out
duties which they are sworn to do under the law. These
laws are for the protection of all people...and even
though you may have committed a crime, these laws pro-
tect YOUR right to a fair trial.

REMEMBER

(1) Do not resist arrest.

(2) You have the right not to answer any questions except
who you are, how old are you, and where you live.

(3) At the police station, you have the right to have two
phone calls made on your behalf to your family,
friends, bail bondsman, bail project or your lawyer or
one who can refer you to a lawyer.

NOTE: This pamphlet which is based on California law,

is intended to inform, not to advise. No one should attempt

to apply or interpret any law without the aid of a lawyer
who knows the facts, because the facts of each individual
case may differ and may change the application of the law.
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