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BLACK   POIilTI0S MISSISSIPPI

I  come,''in  the  name  of  black  Mississippio  ,   In  the  name  of  the  only
Plack9   statewide,   political  moveme'nt  ib  America.     In  the  naine'  of  the_ -_  I  __      .    1   _       ,only  black  grass,. ra~ots ,   poiifi6azl-=6t;a~r-kli;€~;ouia4  i;`±eL`3;;e;+ill+:ntir6 \
aid-a-    -a    -     _I,._i _,    i ____  _ _ _       _   _  _._T_       __._._      I:.-„,\r.I,      |LLL     \,,* I,Aareas   of  a  state  \tomorioin.     I  bring  you  greetings  from  blaLck  people
from  the  black  belt  from  black  FTississippi.

And   I  bring  more.     I  bring  news   of  triumph'`and   of  need.     Phe  triumph
is  225;000  registered  black  voters  where  there  were  but   30,000  four
years  ago.     Ihe\need  is  for  massive  economic  and  political  aid  to  the
Mississippi   Freedom  Democratic  Pa,rty®
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ph  is  more  than  that.     'It  is  a\\political\miracle  designed
_i  _              ml_  _      J       , __  ___     _  _  .--_       _  _.-_CJ..-_

pie.     Ihe  triumph  and  the  miracle  is  the  unparalled  growtthn ----- _ _ _ i _grass  ,roots,  ,political  movement  virtually  uadirectedwfia__   .   _ ,--- _-      `,__  ._--_-d      `^11+`*--+,\,  \,\*\^     +C^,\+\^unled.     Where  else  but  in*FTississippi  and  in  thejdeep  south  is  the  act
-a.    ~-A+..\__-i`_     --_ I         ,A    1 --I-|-J ------ '     ---,    '--`.  '  -`+`+±r     --`.`^-vJ.A    LL+      v.J.5    I+u  uof  voting  au  act  of  bravery  and  `the  act  of  rurmin8  for  office  a  ,revolu-
tionary  act.     And  y\et  where  else  but'  i'n,Mississippi  are  b'laok  people     '       ~
orga,ni_ ed  to  take  power  county  by  county;   town  by  town,   precinct  by
precinctB  all  over  the  statT6 `and  all  wit,bout  the  technical  and  financial
aid  of  a  state-wide  bureaucracy.,   Where'else  but  in  mssissippi  does  a       `
state-wide,   political  movement  dep6nd \ for  its' financing  upon  sharecroppe¥s
wages  and\ the  piddling 'pay  black  folk  t'ake  from  white  folks'   kitchens.
Wher,e  else  but  in  mississippi.

\,/

In  Holmes\  and   Bolivar  and 'Hinds \and  `Sunflower  ,Counties.    \In  Yazoo'  and
Issaquenao     And   yes9   in  my  home  coulntyiof\  Forrest.     Black  people  have  \
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Phe  word  `did   not  go   out   to   the  people  to  pun  for   office.     q]he  word

cau}e  up  froth  the  people.     Gatziering  by  night  a'-fter  long  hdursJ  in  fields
a,nd  kitchens,   they  selected  candidates  from`among  their  brethreri  to,
r`hall2i,~^    1-A-I     _,^' ....- _    _.-.    h„_.  _   _   .,,,challebge
in  Amer
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p,olitics  today,   they  afiose  to  run  fo\r  sheri±i--Ii;i;aa-o3

power ,in \Mississippio    \Avoi\ding  \Ehe  old   elitism  so  6ormon

governor,   for  justice  of  the  Deice  ihstea\d  of  state  attorney  general,   to
put  many  men  in  office  instaed  of  one.     At  the  risk  of  life  and  ,job  they
Put  up  candidates  all  `over  the  state.     Given`the  black  numerical  majority
in  maLny  counties,   vict,ory  is  ibevitable  for  sofae.     Sixteen  vyho,  chose  to

:¥e;:tit::i:;:E:::::f;::s;::?;::e¥::i.c#£::;oge;:::!o!g:;:fg:edEi;gape`from  the\Mississippi  Freedom  I)emocratic  Party.     And  there  will\ be  victors
among  them.     At \19pg  last  black  politics  in  old  Mississippi,   the  seat  of
all  that  racist  oppression  has  come  to  in,ean  in  this  Country.    At 'last  ,
black  politics  in  NIssissibpi,   the  crucible  of  hunger,   poverty,   disease,
and  death \even  for  white  people,   gnd  how  much .more  bitterly  for  blaQks.

Mississippi  cannot  chiange  America  by,  itself ,   but  America  cannot  change
without  mississippi.    -You  can  vo'te  against  Efastland  and  S,termis  in  Con-`
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a     V|^,`J    r,uJ)     _-A,_.  _-1     i_I_  _, _      _   -_ _ -_--_ 0      `` -._ -+,`    -~\,-`,a+,+1,++a  new  and  radical  blacfe  peoples\'   movement  in  Mississippi.     We  fa,il to,,
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win  the  white  mauls  I,espect  and  \love.     But  in  the  process  we'learried
something  crucial:   ,that  we  cou\1d  win  his\  political  office  by  using
blapk  votes  to  seize  the  lead?rship  he  has  exercised  so  treacherously
and' murde-r'.ously  against\   us.

You   do  not  hear  of  \Mississippi  as   you   did   in  1963  and   1964  and   1965o
lhat  is  because  our  work`now  consists  entirely  of  local  political  orga,n-
ization  by  local  fol,k  wtiose  contacts  are  with \the  people  and  not  th'e
press.     But  make  no  mistake.     We  are  organi'zing,   precinct  by  precinct
to  take  power  right  under  the  white  man's  noseo

And   our  new  power  in  Mississippi  will  mean  new  change.  `  Not  the  old'
oppressive  Mississippi  Demo
Democratic   Party.\    And  not ust  the  change  of  a  name  but  the

ratio  Party  but  the  new  Mississippi Freedom
ofa  white  sheriff  for  a  bla_ck\  oneo     Iba,t  cfiange  in  mississippi  mean;  a

change  from  oppr.ession\  to   justice.
Mississippi  cannot  change  the  FTorth,  but  it  is  your  only  model  for

z]ff'd^+i.tr^          r`+r`+^    ,.T..  ,a_I        ..__~..     .__  _i_.      _________.       __I.   _  __effectiveg   state-wideg   grass  roots  organization.     tour  political  fat6
is  tied  in,with  ours.     As  long  as  the  majority  of  uS  a,re  poor  or  jobless
or  hringry,   you  must  take  8r!eater  financial  responsibility  for  the  black
political  movement  in  Mississippi.     As  long  as-we  live  behind  a,  racist
iron  wall  of  t\error,   you  must  I,ake  responsibility  for  assuring 'federal
support  to  us,  whether\  in  the  form  of  federal  voting  registrars,   free
food  stamps,   or  fair, agr,icultural  policy'and  welfare  benefits.

Yet  in  many  quarters  of  the  liberal  and\ radical  RTorth  we  in  Mississippi
have  been  forgotteno     And  for  that  you  must  bea,I  responsibilityo     Many
haver  forgotten  that  the  vision  and  reality'  of  the  INational  Conference
for  New  Politics  took  its  inspiration  from  the  Mississippi  Freedom              \
Democratic  Party  and  blacks   grass  roots,   political  organization.     Many       i
£a¥:c:a:g:::::dt#::\r#.nea8  ¥:I:¥€nt£:  w#sg::S±B3¥  i:v:::£:  ±S  ±:  E:se    \
a  precious  part' of  the  Pope  f6r  change  in  this  country.    ,Ihe  r6sponsibil-ity is -.

Immediate  'a,id  is  necessar'y  to  achieve  blacky
FTovember.      Here  is  what   you,  must   do  inow   if   you

olitical  vie,tories  in
esire  those  victories.
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gressional  districts  in  ELssissippi  and  two  for  the  state-wide  mssissippi
Freedom  I)emocratic  Party  office--HOW!     In\crease  massively  the  RTational
Coriference  for  INew  Politics  allocation  to  the  Mississippi  Freediom
I)emocratic  Party\,   to  giv''e  MFI)P  work  the  priority  it  deserves--arow!     Send
money  immediately  to  the  Mississ--ippi  F±eedom  Democratic  'Party,   Box  447,
Sunflower,   Mississippi-LRTOw!        \                                                                                  `
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Until  mi-ssissippi  is  no  longer  a  police,state,   you  still  have  a
responsibility  tQ,  us  who  live  under  a  regime  of  terror  and  oppression
there.     We  must  a,1l  free'ourselves  and  we  must  all  take  responsibility
for  freeing  one  anothero     We  in  Mississippi  are  the  wretched  of  the
earthg   but  you  are  not  so  free  yourselves.     Our  proniised   land  and  yours
is  this  i?nd  right  here,   this  land  which  we  do  not  yet  own,   this  land
where  the  bla,c#  and  the  powerless  are  strug/glibg  to  aehieve  power.     Join
g±±E  struggle,  and  we  will  join  ¥ngg.


