
REPORT OJ' NOti-GROUt' ON TilE UNIVEi'!SITY 

Overheard: 

ltrs . John Doe, speaking to hor mighbor as they clriva to a School Board 
meetire-

11 Ch doar, Edith. I should have known bet.t;ar than to try University 
AV'I!wa at this 'tim of day. f.ll these st.ucents clogging the 
atre&tl Roneat.ly, you'd think the IJni.versi.t;r would route these 
paoplo ll'lrll:f !'rOM the main thoroughfare. .\f'ter all, wa Ire tbe 
onos who pRY t.axes to keep up the cit;, streets. o • • Arqw;q~ as 
I was s~, Susie's :fifth gracie teacb:r says there's nat i31'l01Jgh 
ro0111 for OM more desk in the classroom !ln:i t!tat - - -·" 

&.m Stucient 1 eros sine the street -
"liaJ; l.aey1 watch it.! D 'ya see tlult, Joe? She a.J.most clipped rn. 

Probably in a rush to get ha:ll :md tam the roast out of the ovan. 
Honestly, you'd think tha city- would route tr:rl'!'ic crrmy £rem tho 
cru:~pus. • • . Anyway, oo I was saying, this education prof allid 
th.lt the elementary school systa!lls ara bul,"ing at the seru:~~~ with 
eo IMI'\Y ':ids nnd thnt b:r 1975 - - - " 

This incomplete little dr•n:na ie tlypothstical, but i.t might ~.av~ t· ken plnc. 

today at, aa;y, the intersection of Drd.vcroity .'•venue and Charter Strast. It 

night talm plaoo tr!Xt '>leak, cu· r.oxt month. It, ie an !\ttef.:)?t to hi;;:llligbt, l:y 

wa;y ot: vignette 1 the !'oct that (1) th,cre io a severe lick of uncbretondini; and 

of cor.vnunicat1on bct~men residents of the city of l.~~cli!;on and aruobers of the 

Un1.versity-rel.atod !)C•pul.3t1on, ar4 (2) th!lre is a ·aOl:lt;!OMliiiy about m:~ey or tl'D 

burdens ~r whicb "UniV'Ilreity pooplo11 and 11c=nity p3opl.eu labor. 

Univenitiell grow, end ci.tie11 grgw, Dut when both processes ere bcppcnin;"; 

eimu1t&neoual,y in a c=n gsogr:1phi.cal context, tensions are co~d. 1'ho 
~ 

"town/cownu ayiK!rO!!e is cccentuated in lladison by the "incraasi.Dt; conccntrat:ion 

of lllrge numbers or people in tho Urd.vorsity area. To be sure, tho chasm be­

tneen the ncadamic com::nmity IUid tho nor.-ac;~~cic co~:ty- is not a .nell' phel'ln-. 
anon. Mre. Jchn Doc IUid 8~ Stucbnt hnvo ll.Tnys tecdad to ~rcei.va e~h other 

on the basis of cliches and storoot.ypea, rather "tOhan on tbe "basis or Inman 

: realities. Cit.izans nt lm-go h'l.Vll no concrete uru:lerstomdir.:; of the styloa af 

life th:~t D.re oporctiw l;n tho Univerait.y; only those events· 7ih1ch nro Dxtl'a-



ordinary (such as student riots, protest denonotr~tions, etc,) aru brousht to 

tho cttontion or the gorer.:Jl public. Limlfise, stll<ilnts ilJ."a apt to rol:lAin 

woefully ignornnt of tho forCOI! and Of tho people present in the extra-uniVCl'-

111 ty looality, Collogo ns •a t:IJ:le cpart" ia a J:~Yt.hology t.hat persists, but­

tressed by the notion that adults Who BrO not involved in Uniwrsi ty lito are 

not worth being tnlCiln soriously. Thoro is no crcnti 'VO <linloguo botwcon eon­

at:ituem;.s of tho Univora1ty nnd constituents or tho ci.t.y. .cs a cnt.ter or course, 

it follows th:lt. thoro ia no hint of the tcbn th•t. indi.viduals l.1l the Univors1ty 

end individuili in t.he city oro l:l:ll:tlors o! ~ constituency, 

It is our fooling that i1' mobore or the eitbor.ry nnd mobora of neaclJm 

110ro to spenlc to oro cnothor With tho intont o! hoDring .::nd und:rsundir.g tho 

•others" 1 a two-told rosult a!.ght l:c hoped for: (1) UniVllrsity pooplo md Mad­

ison relrid:lnta would bo ablo to d:Jscribo to onch otlltlr tho pnrtioular cor.~;:l.cx.­

itioa nnd discontents with which o tch group io :struggling in its own lii'o -

sitMtion, nnd (:!) it would bo evident that tr.ai'\Y grievances = ahl\rod by both 

groupe end can bo attockod by both groupo, The phonorom ro~ted to th•J nur.Xlricol 

growth of both city ond Uniwrai ty do providoa &J:CCinl. !letting for tho iltc:mn/eown" 

woblon thoao ~ya , Tho vory annchronistl of tho t.cr::us "town" ll.nd "gown" teetirios 

to tho rr:sw onvironront. Spociticnlly then, the aitu<~tion in which both Univer­

sity and city ocraons <U"O invol.wd seeos to be characterized l:r.r J:IQ!Isivon:lss 

end congostion, by boti'lin{; woos or burocuerati.e mcbi.rm:y, and by too iso~tion 

or the individual 1'ro!:l dociaion:U p<m:lr and tron soci.nl encc-'..nter. Evan core 

Bplcitic~, it aeoos to us th!lt tooro oro corte.in lo;;isti.eal., llest.betic, 

pollt.ical, rocroational probloos whicb cut across the bound:trics or Univerllity 

aid city o.nd which 1l:!p1.nge upon aeyoro who Uves 1n Lbdis:~n tor aey length of 

tii:B. Wo suggest. thot such concrete isBUDB (e. g. , traffic probln:!S) mght 

provide points of contact uound which OvtJn umbrgra<:luates ;m:! tl!r!"iora 

night rnll.y. 

Tho reoaindar of this pap:lr will be t:1ven over to a. sketcby outliner 



t 

I . Wa sh.'lll nttoopt to ~rugeest n row of tho iasuos l'lhich pl.llg~lil persona 

.1n the Univenrity, qua Univoreity, tlecnU!IO the University is not ow group, 

but a oatrix !'or variO'.lll sut-.;roups, sogoonts of the University bavo boon 

dolimated, am BQI:'B proolo1·~ pecul.itlr to oach bave been listed, Tho lUt ill 

certainly not definitive; sOOJ o!' tho itel38 mntioned '!l'G debat®le oms 

am ::u:.y reflect hear- say- ratbor than truth. 

,\ , UnC'N>r(;l'i!duatos 

1. Enorllity of the Un:ivorstt.y and it.s ir.lpJrson.nlity as renoctod in 

a) lack of personal context for fnoult.y-st\l<:ilnt rel.ationstrlps 

b) livinc; units that aro storilo by virtu.J of thnir bifll10118 nnd soronoss. 

2, Ina<bquatc recrontional , odu~tioll!ll :racilltios (O· !l · • IXlcd for ll)'t3) 

3 . Isolation of students freD onch othor, duo (;0 pressure fron tho 

acada!:iic systen- no tim for dovolop:»nt of reani.rlgful relationships, 

for roflectiw and/or a.xporientinl le!ll'ning. 

D. Graduntes 

1. FiM~iel dti'ficulties 

2 , Lack o!' tim i'or broo.cbning own i.ntarosts vis 11 vi.B ihtarcbpnrtoontol. 

contexts, porsoosl rclatiomhip~~, cultm·l11 opportunities, otc. 

3. Voco.tioMl 'UJ'easimss 

.o::) occpotition within cbpo.rt.Dcnts, ror jobs, etc. 

b) probl.eo o.rsa pointad to by tho !!logan 11 ptililish rH: ;:or ish . u 

~ . In.~doquat.a library fa.cllitias (lnck af c!ll'rel spaca, i.ot.e.rdoport..rcntal 

loan services, etc, ) 

c. Faculty 

1 . tboonds oa<il upon tim. • 

2. Critoru !or proi'oss:i.onal advancomnt as related to 

a) tcruro and detr.rt::ant.el stntus 

b) tho .il:Iparativc to publish in ordar to ach:iav:. vocationnl ~ecarity. 



D. Univcrdty fursooml. 

Wa don •t know -..bat ~ir diliicult.ias arc. 1\tt.::!:lpts sbould bo ca<b to 

.find out problcns of secret...'lrlos, ou.stodians, other U, l;. eoployuae. 

E, ~dainistration 

1, Unl;l:rcurront. t.e~-On botwoon tonchiac !aeul.t.y P.nd atbiniatrators. 

2 , L!Misivoress of 11niveJ;"sit.y !'rOll stnndpoint of decisional 1-csponsibility, 

pollcy-rv.kinoi tneks , 

) . ~food for porsoiVll involveront with studunt.s. 

IJ. Public rulations. 

F. Ot.lm" sub-groups 'IVhich oithcr cut ~cross ur ll.t'O tangential to the 800vo 

cntocoricls, and which have particular Jll•obJJ.;c:s 

1 . Fotcicn stud:lnts 

2. NC!;rOO!i 

3 , To<lohtng ossiatants 

L. Hml8e f11lloWs 

S. 'lllvos or !acl.llty, stuoonts, nd!.'l.i.n1str>\;ors 

6. Stt1ff of non-offic:LU political ond rollc;t~us croupings 

n . 51x p:roblao arel\s aru surr:ustu~ IW issoos 11h:!.ch arc r..,lcvrmt to 

nll o::cbors of tho University oon:nlnity. lie Sll~pcc;: thnt those sam concerns 

nro pcrt1ront to IMdison puople WJ.thout University nffilin-cjons, no oottor 

hOIV dJftooor~t tho v.llrillblas ::nd porspoot.:IVOS l:ltzy bo , Suoh COI1COTI18 tl!i&ht 

bo vohie!os ror the Unhursity- cotlnllr.ity dln1 o~ue - to 'to ,,pproochod1 not 

au sore sp.,ts between the twc, but as ;::rc~:.nc! for intorpretation and for nction. 

,\ , Traffic p:rob!oJ:"s (par .king, bicyclillG1 Yralldnc, otc . ) 

B. Law on!orccr.ont 

c. Cost of livi~ in Uadison 

D, Housi~ 



D. In conjunction with ~ousinc for~ont around concratc UniverSity issues, 

ef:t'arts shculd. l>e. rndB ~o giva tho Madison ccm.rnunity a sanse of tho Uni \'Crsity 

situation. lbws co,'Orl!GO is crnciol ~~~ this point. Interpretative 'lrlicloa, 

writton not only by ropart.n-D, but olao by students, faculty, Uni-..ersity pcrsonrol 

thOl:ISolws; TV unci radio intorvic:ws; clocuoontar;r a.nd phcrtographic s"tudica -

cll such J:Cnns would be Yohiclcll rar r:;ivin£ reaioonts oi' tb:; city s care sccmrlltc 

picture . ln order for thaso posllibilltios to tlllteri&lize, the nrr1:l pedia !:lUst 

b::o appronched and urced to cormit thoir enc:r£ies to s..c!". !"forts. Even greater 

potential Dicht be borrc by t.be nrplicnt.ion of •he "oper. hTJarin('" ides to tt~ 

University-' l ty .intc.rpretat..ior. J>-n::ls or teen!! c-! t:enben o£ the '!CIIWc:ic 

c=nity cm.ld ppcar 'It P. T. r,. mootings, nei{;hbcrr.Dod ~;atheri.nt;s, civic clubs, 

busincsSJ'I)n's lunohoons, auburb.!.n ohu:rcms, etc. for 1!b,; purpo~e of unprO]){'.­

gandi.zed conwrantion. On s loss fom.;U levc.l, cerbain re~teil GJ'O\lP~ in tro 

IJnjyqr:dty 'lnd in tlw city (such tH' thu churclws) mir;ht provioo naturlll contexts 

t:m· social gothorinr.s ( 11 Cor<J,,unity Fir~si<Jes , 11 Sf) ~o speak) , Vice vors(l1 don 

s~altors cnJ rtinu • .JJ' nuoets in Ul\ivCJrsity lll.villfi wlits ::tinht ""11 1.>e <.lr&wn rrorn 

1.ha non-tlcadllmic conmuni ty. Ibrsoru; rosponsiblo .for dOl:lllitory pror;rlllill!liur: ehould 

be oontact-~d Lo this etl'ect. 

The cultivnLion ur michuorlinll;s, hcmovar, is scootirJes a stlllu and vacuous 

.:tffair, For this ronson, wo suec(lst. that tho concrete issues r:.antioJJCd in 

PiJrt ll !lbovo (trct'fic, utc. ) htllp to prll-n.OO tha fecal poir.tS for &I'ill!:;-roots 

corrrunity-Univoraity discussion. Ccrpi'UitJ.on of dnt:~ is '!et'.in rcconoondecl : 

list.inss of oxistirv; chnnmls th'lt npproprictely concern thensel:ros Wlth these 

r:oattcrs (e. g. , liS!, Cc!nittoo on hir Bu.siruss Pr:l.ctioos, F:~culty Co!Xdttea on 

C=nity Rolntions, tc . ); Ustinr,e of oot.3rial a•a:ilablo, such as the recent 

roport or ~llo: University Conr.d.ttc'l ro: the CTO"rtth of the Llt!dison CSDpUS, City 

Council records on notions tllkDn witb respoct t., the University ar,<l ita environs. 

lhta does seem t.o bo so arGO, hoWQvcr, nnd IIIB r~l. Nvtt tharo ~<ro r.~~~ny um!IS"lf•H'ed 

queetio!lfl 'mict1 mod t.o bo invollLie:tood: nr.l prices ~t tile University end or 



E. Rocrontionnl, cu.1t.u!'o1 f11cilitice incongruent vr.itll tho s:i.w of the 

populaticn (o.r;., omlo trontol"'l, parks; no cine ooa:rter as y&t; 

!requont "sold out in ndvonco" ovonts) 

F, Pilrticipotion of tho indiVidual in thD t:!Unicipal arD./or university syst.cc 

1. Nood for appropriate chllJlnlla 

2 • Nood for UWIU"'nJBII oi' thOIIO Ohnnn:llB which already exist 

J , lleod for p;rsonal initi.ltivo nnd involvecent, 

III. tlo hnvo put down 11000 rnndoo sucgostions ns to "What eight bo dore . 

II . Fai'w:ID, rctrcnto, diocuolliore, nrticl.es, qoostior.nairas, etc, obould 

to usod for tapping opinion nnd for r.obiliung ncticm on griov.,oocs w:l.thin tho 

Univonity sotting. First of' nll, tho rcnl queStions th<lt ue l:Jothcring p~oplc 

need to bo disoovorcd, Than tho crucial issuos 9hould bo givon drru:llltic ntton­

tion, DOt just. by oxporta or op~cinl cor::nittoos, but by all those involved and 

at'foc:ted. 'WO sueeoat. that r.lntn bo cotl}:-ilo-:1 on paticcl.ar :!.ssuos (such n11 

!aculty prouotion) anci incluc!o n) l.ist:).n,g!l ci' {;TClups giv:i:ng tho n~ttol;' cons.idcrn­

•ion, b) listings cif ootorisl ilVriil.llblo Dn tho subject, C) explanatiol'l8 of Wharo 

cJ:i'icial and/or unoi'ficilll rosj.orusibili ty lic.s, of Ylb:~t bbe procellUl'll:! for 
. 

change ore, and of wlu!t nltcrnotives £liGht b., possiblll . Ivsition paJ:Xlra could 
. 

te solicited. Evon ooro f:l'llJlhia than tho 11\,hltc 1':1-rer" 01ppronch would be public 

discussion- a fiu.rry oi' OJ:Or hocl'~flC8 throughout tba Ur.ivcrsity, S11:posia of 

cbportmntnl chai~r., surd • nne! junior faculty, grallu:;tc and undcrgra<Lulte 

studonts clght erapple n:tth too faculty prot:!Otion question. Tru:l loc~d 

· -h rocti~" tradition nicht bo uac£\llly applied tc such que.stior.s ns ndcini8tro.­

tivo policy rc: p1ckotins in tho Unioc, ct.:rricula!:' C'i'farings and oor,reo require-
. 

Ixmi8, etc, Dc>th in dieccver:l.tli discontents and in .::ilrshalllng :lct1C'n end opinion, 
. 

cxistinn structures should bo u.sod insofar as is viable. It is C'ftan tho cnse, 

>:=vnr, thllt tho Univurni ty public doos not lt.noW or CMO <!bout tho m:isting 

st.!"l.lcturas, 'l'hcx·a is a corlfl.in connotnoive advantage to the IIMOunceront of 

•qn hoari n~;s, ne over agninst too rout in; occurronca of Student So nate saseions • 



Stllto StTollt hichor thnn thooo on tho Squnro? To Ythat degroe doc>s the quality 

and economy or houainc: in tho llniwr:rit;r area di.rfor .froa that <lVIlilable in 

other jll'.rta of tho city of lbdiaon? Arc otu;;lonta and facuUy in the u.w. 

~Ftr.Dnt o.f Urban Plnnning actively :involwd in the concrete probletlS of tho 

city? We lllllJUOIIt th:lt cxtoMi'VO II'Ql'k bo dom in r.:.thering .;U.l avllilnble infartlO­

tion c!lout the inter-:~ction (or JAck c! aaoo) botween ci-t;y und University, nnd 

that too results bo 1iasoainttad on a br03d acale t.o t.hc acacbcic :l.l'v.l non­

ncaQ:n:dc CCD:IIlnitioa, Poople in 1!.:-di.s?n end at t.be Un£vers1ty sltou1d be oncb 

aware of h01I' tho:y arc ol.roacl;y involvoJ in O'lc.ll ctll!lr 'a lives (e. c . , ecJr.ooically) . 

The tuiorl.al. work at f'lculty and zstucbnt.ll 01t t.ha South Siw l/oigbborbood House 

is a parlldietJ,,t.ic fact '11'011 t:ort.h knonn;; cbout. But evan r.m-e ureontly, town 

!"olk and gcmn folk mod t.o find out h..,w they Dir,ht be involvod further in each 

other's ll ves on tha \msis of soco ovt;rlapp;!.nr concern$. 

In particular, ntudants rot:<l ~o IN ''l!Jde O:W<U'O of ths possibilities for 

polltioal uctivity en t.hoir pnrt as Undison rosidenta. 'ie mink t.hut students 

should bu cnooul'rl[JI.ld ~o n~t,md City Council r.JBtltings (not just on spochl ocoauions 

with spocinl llXOS to rrind), t<' register nnd vote, to y;ork in nun:icip;~l 11lections . 

Chances nro that nldorn:m 11t lonst right. bG(;ir> to consioor students ns citizcms . 

Stud.anta my oot considor thor.molvos ns citirons. llut they do ooeo to C'U'e nbout 

the hnzards of boinc pe<i:l!!•,rinns in th() canpus <L>"ea (N.D. tha SouthC:.st Stuc!ont 

Or!Ymll:at1on 111 bill ur&i!ll: tho city :tuthorities to consider t.rai'fic light 

problem;) nnd nbout lllll'b.'l8Q colloct.ior. . Since non-acndow::.c people aoew to care, 

•-no, about tzaN'ic lleht.o 1 nnd nneo tboy cr-e !'rustrate.d wben ~hoir voicos I.U'O 

not ha~d 'lll tho helle of nuthority, it secos to us th.:rt persons in tho Uni'I.'Crsity 

~11-,uld corry their civic crmcorns to tho populnce ns well 'lS to the C:it:l Council, 

:md should sook irulitonous cc-l:lllUtllty support. 5Ult.e Street oon£:8stion, high 

rotail prices, et.c., sMuld ho l:1rouetrt. up f!)r di.llcussion at. opm ha~nnes and 

soeinl events, on c~pua o'llld ot'f, 'll'haro 'both Univorsity .:md non-Universit)• 

persons are prosont. (South~nst. St10cbnt Organiz:~tion should perhaps carornsa city 



mighborhoods ror si,;nat;uros !XItitioni~ tho City Council to t'lka el:.ops on 

trarr~c problOl:IS in tho =pus 111'00. ) Such ntt.ot~Pt.ll would at thil lo:urt spark 

sOOD irttorostine conwrsntl.on; at pr:1cticcl ClOst, inditiduals d u.w. nnd in tho 

city ateht CCIClbiro efforts to force civic notion upon SOOD pressiq; iasuoe. In 

tho proccs:~, l.e(litimate conflicts or intoroat tlieht cc:ce into hcrest !ocUli, tmd 

the tOII'n-£lOWn situation nrl.tht ba he.U.thior for hi!Vin;j bad tho barri.ars cxposod. 

lie augge11t thG5e oo~ stallS ror tho Saturday group; 

Ehor,in ccmpi.lntion of sugcested mt.orlnl or rtnd other c:rtups to do ::to. 

Contnct croup:5 on cac~us :md 1n the city t.hnt oir;bt pr::widc spo.cc nnd ilnJXlt\111 

for c=nity-Uniwrs1.ty ctialoc;w in the rom nf socinl events or public ooot~5. 

Contact tll3 Ucyor. He ls btlvin.-. open 1\!. 'lrint:ll or his cnm, in nair;bbarhood8 

throu~out tlll.l city. <<J mud tc, kncm: 1) Ie M ~nnir.rc to conduo;t such ronriq:;ll 

in tho UnJ.v\lrsity are~? On cnqc1JB? 2) Ie tho UnJ.vllrsity ropu1otion bolnfl U!l<lo 

!lW<U"c of thl:r OPI ortunity throu,;h Wiclo-sp:•fmd ~ublicity? 

Wo et1ll cntertJin the possibility tn.ot cnny c;r own ::;oet University people 

:::ro not into:rcstod in civic .'lf'i'nil•s. The r. ~vos sueeoster.l Within tho u.~l. 

aottine rnr axwll.!!tion 'lnO <1ction wi.th ros~ct to its ~ illairs s~ould be 

nctunlizod. Dut. "" ecntirroe to think thnt there 'U'e BIX"E citic cri~=C:J uncbrno.:~th 

cost ovoryoro •s sld.n wmch <e'lf'ht bo oolllt With positively .:;nd T.'hich oiC}lt 

point us townrd r.ooro vinblc c=unity. 




