
Dear Friend of SNCC, 

July 15 1 1?66 
1316 E. ~lad.ison Park 
Chicago, Ill. 60615 

At t he r ecent staff meeting near Nashville where 
Stokely Carmichael was elecced Chairma n , basic decisions 
were taken .-hich ~take it qtLite clear that SNCC, .-hile as 
youth oriented as ever , has developed the most. adult nncl 
advanced political understanding of a ny national organi­
zation for equal rights in our country. For e xample, 
t he SNCC position on Viet Nam (enclosed) is unarguable. 
Agai n , t he foc us on 11 Black Po~<et•," rather than protest, 
s hifts t he whole emphasis away from a defensive attitude 
to a forward-looking procram. Probably the best meas­
ure of its val idity is t he volume of s hri ll and distort­
ed diatribe t hat has been issuing i n t he press and other 
reactionary communications media e ver since it was 
e nunciated. Already it has proved i t.s autl1enticity in 
t he Hercdith ~larch, ~<her•e it became the slogan. Of 
course the •<eak sister s, t he liberals tied one way or 
t he other to t he Democratic Party 1 and the gullible 
have s ucc umbed to the ..-orried c riticisms of t he po~<er 
s tructure •~hose tender ne rves ha ve been touched by the 
new concept. 

But t<e are sure that t he real f r iends of SNCC have 
seen t hrough t hese attacks just as have Harry Belafonte 
and I.F.Stone (enclosures.) 

The r e " e re t wo othe r basic positions adopted i n 
Nashville t hat deserve your notice . One is that to a 
far greater decree t han eve r before SNCC projects must 
become self sustaining. Di d you know, for instance, 
that all of the political activity {Black Pant her) i n 
Alabama i.s vi r t ually sel£ f inanced ? The other is that 
a pproval was voted f or continui ng the Chicago SNCC 
oper ation and t he begin.ing of other northern city 
croups. 
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1•/o feel strongly that l·lonroe S harp should not have 
to •~ork almost f ull t ime pai11 tin~; and decorating i n o rde r 
to keep SNCC in Chicago going and himself fed, clothed 
and sheltered. 1'/e feel strongly that t he begi nni ngs o f 
developing a political approach to the gaining o f power 
in the g hetto by t hose who live there, f ree froc any 
e ntanglement with the Daley-Oa,.son machine is the most 
basic necessity of all for Chicago. And " e mean it wh en 
we say •~e " i ll •abhor' any connection "it h this machine, 
hoh'eve r remoto . 

1·/e enclose a nonthly ple dge fore• and urge you to 
sign it today. If you ••ish, you may earmarl< your pledge 
either for the local work or t he "ork i n the South, 
although '"~ would prefer i t i_f you ~>ould be willing to 
le11vc t he division up to us. The question of greatest 
need is regularly ••orked out by consultation with Atlanta. 

We feel personally guilty for not havi ng contributed 
as much as we should have in t he past months. Do you? 

Por Peace,Preedom and P01'1£R, 

Sylvia and Charles F~scher 




