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SATY ACRAHA IN SOUTH AFRICA 
FATIMA MEER 

~TYACJ\AHA; • pWlosophy of non-violall opposillor1 ro injustice, 
comes to win an age which rnu RCU the "ont forniJ of huJDAD 
violcnct. As a philosophy of soci•l c:h;mge, it ~dvonces the theory 
that "9clil nfonn is depe11dat1t wholly on the method w~ to 
hrin~ ~ut refonn. It thus denies the poS5ibility of i~tituLing 
goocL tlu-ouglt mcthocls of evil, of rcolizlng pe.tce through 
techniqu.,. of violence, of ac:Wcving democratic tights by forms 
of ac:tion hostile to the spirit of democncy. 

The constmt usc of the name of Mahatm• Gandhi, of the 
word Sntyngroha, and of such terms u civil dis<,>bediencr., 
"bartal" and non-•·ioloncc in the non-.Euroron st"lggle against 
racial injustice in South Afric:a wcms to suggest that the GondWan 
ronccpt bas had a lasting impa!'l on our J"'Ople and is in Lhe 
proccs.s of emerging 01 a ... Uent factor in the struggle for 
dcmocncy in the Union. 

l..iteruly trar~IMetl, the word "Satyagroh•" means the 
demonstr>tion of"' beMt firm in tho conccplS of love •nd lTUth. 

To G>ndhi binuelf, the author of the wonl ~nd the pbilo.Qphy 
it express~, it w:>S the bcUcf that rociol c],.nge, wher.: neccssory, 
~be cll"ecte<l by the imJ»Ct of .oul fore< upon the b.:;u--~ of 
those in power. 

Jt1s doubtful l•hethc.-.r this conctpr, cleepf) irupin:d t.,--religious 
beliefs of a universal rrcncl and slgnifiC.lntly inOu~r""'d by the 
writin~ of the Russian philoropher Tol>toy, '""' adhered to 
in its purity by mony people oth.:r than c.ondhl hinuelr and " 
handful of his close disciples like Vinob> Bhon:. To NchTU, 
Gandhi's personally choson 5Ucces$0r, an<l to the mMSes of 
lndi"' it ranwed a poliMal t~clic 10 be utilized for the obbin· 
ing of gra.tc:r political power by • ,,;.,<'less people. The 
Jndiaru of Sr.mth Afric:.1 SilW S.1ty•gr•l~ in tllis light whm, wuler 
the leadership of Gandhi, they bcc•rue tit< lin;t ,.....,pic to """ 
tlte WG(.., arul dc>-clop its tedmiqu~. 

Numerically, the Jndi;uu constitute the •m;illcst group in 
tlre mulLi·r•dal >acirty llt South Af~ic•, rcprcsmting only 
~-ll per c~nl. of her [()till popul.rion. For the n~a•t ~p•rt, 
tJ"'Y .h.1rc: with the re~t of tlu• non-Euroj>Nn t-1'1'" ill ,;.., 
country on lrwsc•t~'ble existen~c: of •lums, endless o•.,rcro"dcd 
dwdlin~ nnd • l.,w rcsistanc.c to dc•th •nd ~ioca.e. Thr.-,. 

, . 
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qWII'1~.-. of u"' ln.tl.&n hr ... d"~lnl\~1'0 earn ...... th•n !.too ~ 
JC>r willa on avcrog< f•n1Hy of fin dt·p•·nd.ulb to suppulL. 
While F.un•l"'•n p<>lhicl•ru. utllizl: lhe bl~ lndi•n birth n.tc: 
to f"" fe.&B .. r iu><-curity in U1e minds of the •otc-cJ.crcising 
public , .om~ 6s lndtm babies in "''crt • ,ooo never sun·h•e 
thdr fir>tJCM. 

n,., lndim, •lone of du: South Afril:an peopl .. , rc.,...ins vole­
less. While oorn<: AfTiG!llS h.-·• th" indl'l!ctivo ''Nathe rcprl:liCJlU.. 
tion'' and u1c Coloun>d Is ID be pbc.>d on • comn1unal roll, 
<!ven tlH: Oppooltlon Unitlld P.uty whid. in 1 !1+& hod pr...,.-ii:...J 
" form of dummy "'P~1on for At.l•llcs, has in a r=t 
m.tcmcnt expr=cd Its comp!trte 0\'asion ID the gn.nring of 
;m'J pollt.illllt tip 10 the lndlm lX'OI,'k, And yet, of 1Jil tl>c 
1>011-Whitt pcaplea in South Afriea, it iJ die lndilln conununity 
whid. bu within its rmks the most articulal.e and powerful 
eoonomic group-mercl>onu and pt'Of..sioa,..Js ,.•ho constiruno 
u>at middle-class 50 v1t>l to any supp,...,d people in h• st:Ngglc 
.for political rights. 

It iJ through tho unique prose.ncl! of th.i5 doss within the 
=nl.~ of thc: nao-f.uropean peoJ>Ic U..t Soulh Afncon lndi:ws 
"""' f!ndural UJclr p.:culi>r opfcresslon and .,..rned their pcculiu 
hlslol) in the d.,.-dapment o the country. for ba.ic 10 tl>~ 
emugcnm: of lhe "Indian rroblem" is the qm:sllon of Europan 
anonopollzat.ion of South Afria's wuW1. As early .. a8So1 
t.hc lndi.m middlc-d.>ss n:vul..l 5igru. of ent:t\!l1ching itself as 
a non-Europom group of economic str\:.nglh, .mr.l from that 
cia~ oowud, Eorope;m politics commmcecl It~ bitter history 
of lndion antagonism. 

Thc: Indians mignwl to Natal in ·, 86o csset~tWiy unde.r the 
lndeot>Jre S)'$t1:1'11 and on lhe c:lc.a.r und=tanding th.t compl.:t" 
and full participation In the clthenship rights of th<:: rountry 
would be lhdr ultimate reward wl\en freed of llu:ir cont,..cto. 

It ...,.. lhis OSjX'<'l of ll>e British eonlnl:t of indmtun: whkh 
allowed some oosnpemadon for the hor.:.h and •l•"c-likc condl· 
t~ nf bb()ur embodied in the •!""'nwnt. :\t the time, the 
ltwlll.fl> hdd • crucial pou·ni.Lo! f<or incn:or.in~: the oumbcrs of 
a \\hlw tuiJ)hril) .,,hn_t, t; .. ..,.( i.tl fK~f1>4::lu.ll h:.sr f\r An Af1'ic.m 
.,.J.,...:J,c.. Th" P""""'C:.: ol' • Blac.k people, howc•cr, in the 
url>an life <>f the c:okmy, wring pri\ ilcg\!S equolly \\ ltl• the 
\Vhht.,, "'''H ., CltJ11t~IHc1l<~on in a K1Ci..:tr concc+~~tcl for the 
eulu,hc b<,rn:lit of ~ White l•ign>cnloc,..c)·· The throretic>l 
=t•t.u>ec of lndi.w LiJi7.en:.hiJ> rigl.tt. w•> bound 10 lead tn • 



St\.TYAC 11.4\ UA 23 
procti.,.J tcjectioro a> JOOn o.• lndi.ms ln su'ffitirnt numbers 
gathe~ wlftcient sopfolstk,llion to thNjllC:n Ul<" <CQOmT!iC 
J1'1()1WJI!>I) or tl1e tlomindnt group. 

The 1;,..,.,1, in the ~gr<:cmrnl "hich folio" cd was inc•il.ibl<, 
and doe lntii>J> pi'Ohlem cm.-rgcd ;j5 the p•uhlem of o 'Yhltt· 
go•enm~<.-nt $<-cling constilution.>l me.tn$ 10 "hhtlc ~"'•) lnoli.>n 
rigb~> ""d reduce: thcir >latus to t.hat or t'he other non-White 
P""'f'IC$. 

From rU 3 onwar<ls the lndi.ms In N>tal >nd in all tb.o pm­
vin<:C3 to "hi(:h they travdled bCGllllc subjt'Cied t.v <li>crimin•­
lOI)' legislation. The Tr.m ... -...1 lf'att·d them » p.u·Wu "I>O, 
on ground. of hygiene, w~rc t.o be "'l"""t..-.1 fmn1 the l:invpc.tn 
oon>n>unity. l11e Ol'iltlge F...., State bann<:<l d>cm oomplctd) from 
its territory, while In Nato!, restrlct.knu un licence •t>plicouions 
and severe OU<es cripf>led tl1eir frcedvm. The poll tu Intro­
duced in Natal to T\$0h'e the coullict beh> <en ir1clu>try "bid• 
clepende\1 on lndiMI bl>our and corun>ercc "bkh l>eiJ~, ed itxlf 
out.lollC by Indian COIIlJ>Nition, was cx:orbit.antlr high. Equh•lcnt 
to lliJt monlla' ""Lur umkr indenture, it11.pplic;(! co •II in•knturctl 
Indian m•lc:s onor the .ogo: of 16 .mel all ftnl.llc o•cr Ill<' <>gc of • J, 
wlro foiled to retam to lrufu or to rc·inrl~nturc th\!ln>cl• ~>. 
ll kl up such b.rrlcrs to enr.:rpri.e llut $0me J 1,ooo lndi.m<, 
n:prc:senting '>S per cent. of the populnirm, rcpotrilled th<-m­
tdves during the yeon of it:s "I"'"" iun. 

The $h:u.iliao called for ct>unler-anion, but th<" ln..U..., 
were divided among t'hcnwd•·a <a>n<>mic>lly :md tlhnie>ll), 
will• rdigjous and nnguimc: b.niens pn.>\tnting lite orgmiution 
of a common rroru. \lllUI.st the bus!n~ da< matk l<"g;ti 
reptuentniuas of" l"'"""'al tyt"' or org>ni~..l pdltivns oi' • 
flllllll grQUp nalllre, th1: fM.gto mojorit)' of thr ind<'nlllrd J.Jw.urcrs 
rerru~ined in•rtirulate mtl inhihlt"" in ll1eir "'ci.l and economic: 
depreulon. Ceru>rill), tlre lnllW>s posscssc!d IJulo: ~ppreci•­
tion of the cffiacy of the •·ote, md even "hen ~ntitled to i4 
wed it to littl" f>Urpose. 

The dranutic: "'""l.cning of lndi.Jn l"'li: icll C'Omcknce mll.r 
be tnced to .s,o, when Cmdhi come tu Nal.a.l. A higWy 
c;(!uc:ollcd and pdnriltlcd roung moll, he .... •['P•ll,tl "~ the 
dtgta.!atlou.>lm~ on Britisll lndiJu> sUbjects. On • Juu•·n•-y 
from Durb.n to Pr·etnrio, ftc wu thrown out of tbc COlleh a.t 

Pietern\arit<hurg for cl.u-ing te> tra•·d 6r:n d..-. \\ith Guropoalt', 
J~~Undly l>o•ed .ilioul U><' e.Jrs ill. Ch.trlcstOwn for C':<crung lru 
ngb.ts u • possenger, mil rudely pwl\..d olf the sid.e'""'"-' io 
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Jolunno:Wurg. He felt I. • ....,.Jy the need fur enliglllm(d guid­
•nce in the bw:lim c;ommunii)· •n.J occu~ly ~~~ it$ 
irnmcdiw: "al-n= ;as its mmple~ lmrticul>le~J&.-..s in the 
l.mguoge o( doe~· 

Founding the Nml frnt.., ~gn:sli 1n I! !).C., he """"J>l~d 
the ch.llmge or hb mrironmeru, one~ "il.h the theme of 
Satyogrob>, ~ in identifying the pollti~l JM1'1,_ 
o( !he 1-tmdu ,.-;tb the Muslin>, the f~ "i tl1 the lncl<nturcd, 
the South lodhn whh tJ,.. North lndi.tll. 

His Jmt IUCtion to t:bc Jodl<m prOblem in N:ml "'"' to iJ;tfoi'!u 
Brifuh govcmmcnt ond public of the atrocllic$ oommitted 

cbcir o.u:nes. He wu CXl!llVioccd of tbelr ignorance in 
mall.er and bdieved the solution to the question to lie in 

Bri"tb"ib c::nl;gbtenment. So.ty.agnbo itx:l(, ~ 3Ctive 
pcasition 1o in&oci'ble authority, developed ..S a lioil •r,..W 
the Brithh nrmscleoce when 211 other COD$1hntioml met:l>ods 
~ lwl h.iled. ' 

• Dapile the ~ of his oom~lbut;oo in ~rousiQg the 
political ~ of tlte Indian people md ghing 1.0 the 
'WOrld ., neor apptWCh to I»litiA:al suuggie, bis -philo~K>pl>y J;..s 
not I"CCllliocd undWlcoge:d, e•eJI bl hi> fvllowers. Nv gn:.ll 
6gure of dlCOI'f rernalus .,.;tJ.,.,.n criticism, mil Gmdhi blwdf 
lldmits to having mmmi""C'C Him.obyan blunders, "'Web 1\o,·e 
bl the dl'ec:t of pJ.,cio.. brolces upon the liiJ1itmey of the 
~e. Thc:re is iittle ;t.,l>t tbot in South Mrica, >s later in 
JDdia, his preoccupation wicl> the ~ elf soul fon:e re=ed 
against tbe inlleO c.1: of ilie ~pie's iml'tle<iiat£ md nw.erW 
l>endito, and tc:ndea 110 v.l'i~te tl>c •cmo•ion dDt the :.ill~ 
of Stt~ wtilmtely ond objecth-ely served dre interest5 
of those 'in power. 

The pr:liClical •ppllcations of his philosophy in the Sooth 
Mricm pssive resiswwe Cllllj>Ugas of •948 mel '''l -=uhcd 
in meagno go>lns and frustration for tJ>e lll,!lim people. ~ 
~ of political educa•i<m, t.bcir impact - unquestionable • 
.But u tcdmlquc:s of lih<:r.uioo. they "'-ere indfmtivc. Wl>lle 
both eamJl'ligns aniJi.,d -1 strcngd>CD<d tlte lrul.Lms io thdr 
ArUggle, d>e)· .al<o l..,l1t'fl pmgn~ c!uri'lg rnomcnb of "'1''..,.­
strategic: imJ)O..UOlCe. J ... ..:.w.e G.. nllu r.b......! grater u],., ··n 
the achievement of spinuw O'ktory on-r tht- hearts of tJ.o.<, 
1n powCO" than oo lloe acqui<iticJn of nuterb.l bcm:.li1s fetr the 
Sot~rahls. 

lo IIJOJ be called ofT the Tr.ms>..l c...mp>igo, .ftCJ • 100 per 



15 

«11L. boy""tt of the lndi.m poss-in>pvsing Act 1»<1 been liChk• ..,J 
and • popul•r n:si>l~ncc mun·mc:nt louncl•cd, c>n the mi>gui•Je,J 
2isumpHon t.h.l1 gou·nuH\""llt.ll u~t·t'lun.., tu c.cxn,,romise 'u·n.­
au~l h) o·am•·~.,.ion of hc~rt. 1n 1'913, at • time: when It 
·~ <>l>'ioU> to oll tt••t cl1<• go• crOJliL•nt bad )Xlc:JI br~l·• 
w boy, he: dJOSe tfl dcmQil>tr.llc lnUJ.>n nwgu;ulimlt~ of lWM'l, 

"'thc:r lhm ""!'Wit the siu..u,ioo for d>c tuuJlediak r«.tii'Jntie~u 
of lrnli.m riglll>. N"'·cr hcrore •ml nc•cr >inc.: ~»··~ «•~ 
lndi.m> In Sootl• J\fri<;o. hdd oucll • po<iticm or <riiCial Cl(Vt~IJIIIO 
importana:. The: n ... mmoth lndion >lril.·. in ·~ Ol]l.lth~ "icl1 
the heroic: IJ1o1TdJ of U>e Ncwcast.le min" wod .. .,.. "bo, .,.;th 
women ;wd <lhild~,, h.ld let out Ill> crew tJ,., TnJ>>'Oul border 
on foot In violation of w.just .mi-IJ>dlm !A .. -s, h~tl <iliartTOUS 
dfects for industry in lbtal. 1'1h.! Europ"'-" ol[.,.,.·orkcni 
mike on d>C: ~ coindding "'iU• c],j, dc:n101l>tr•tion, pbac:d 
llle gt>Yet'tiiDCilt in • (W'licuhtl1 JII'I!C2riou• po>ition. G.mdhi, 
bo" """", intent on Ius $pirillllll victory·, ailed oST the lndi.m 
QJIJpaign, thon lening U><: gu• ernn\<:nl unlwu~ to ck.cl 
.n !he mcm: dT£C:th·ely whh U>e &.r<>J"""' >ltiik..,._ 

Gandtw.n coocepes ne, . .,.. quite CO<l' u-.1 .J,c lndi.m. in 
Su.!U. Af:rica or in lll11i.o. ·n.c wd..uqu.: of p•»i ,.. r .. ,s>L>nec 
was lnnriab1y u.c-d witT' .. tlrJl®~U in intc<prct.\11.>.' lxt"c:e" 
Gandhi and his foUo"'et'S. Gandhi lum;df lwi ''""''lizcd wot. 
"misuodt-,.,..,.ling .md, in on.lcr ID ob, 4u: u, l ... J '" .J,. Om 
imtmcc: ....ggestd the rcstrict,ion of it. lr" II lu.,.U1~ or•i•led 
penonru::l. He <lOilCClv<d J>liS5i"" ""'istmcc.- ,,, .. "!><ti>.liz<"l 
weapon which qnlr the spiritu.alJr pun: cxruld urlllix. 

Elu concept, logiallr IQJJow«l, l'""''"'.kJ n);l>S uu!iznl. '" 
of the t:«bnique, mJ hl.Jirst •ppcal "'" cl=mod~ 1.0 t.bc JniddJjl, 
do.. trocling demau., who be felt would be sutTw:imur c:n­
ligbkned .ro "J>precialc ;awl follow k. It \QS the: wi>Op!Uot.K:atc:d 
,_.odcec-, ho·wcver, \\'ho ~-e- pusi"c ~itt.oanc.: ib Kn:DgtJ1 
~lid ~loped irs potm~ oas • fa..,., of ,...., eot•rcion.. In 
1 ' ' J, be followed G.mlloi .,-;th unflincl.ing Eai Ill. In 1 '~ 6, 
be ruponde<l lt> du: all .,( ~1-_\~r.tln ,.;1h "'''t"hing ql<>u<', 

and1 in more ITQ'11t !ClolO'• d~.c nu ·-· "'"'• "''t'b luu: 
"Of10uda1 lO 1hi· c.J! .. r ...... ~ _, i.."'lc.-n.. • • 1 .. -.li..Jplit,..-. 

11 i~ uodQul)k:dl) tlu . ..,,pc.·-..1 .-,( r.-.~ ... "" .. .-.ll\.'\ ,, J.id, gh~5 
forth IH!pt: for lhc dT«tiug of JOci.>l d1~>g< "id..,.,t n:.ourcc: 
to ,io[cncc "lold1 '""' upl,.·W it in LJ,,. 1"'-'rt' ,,f the lndr.m 
l"">lllc. It n aho thi• ~I of tJ,.• JdliL.....>J>h) "bid' hu 
.\Ur•u .. •J ... ,,, C>J hie I h.- .,.,..,,,.,,..cJ»n t>l Lu-ge 1:""'1" n( roeoplc: 



AFM.ICA SOUTti 

prufest,lng •fl,-gi;uw.- 10 different idcol~>gil:.ll crccd1. 
S.1t,ragnl., a. • "'""P'>Jl of nmhi•nci>l u~e, howc,·cr, clio;! 

not <ICCOJ' uulil aluH.lloL lulf o ccmury of~er lu opgin on li..>utl• 
Afric;m .oil. For m~ll) J~n o.ftcr ilic clcp;11111n: of M•lw.t1U 
Clundl fnuH ilic Wwtlry, the: vectl of S.l);>gr.•ha lurt it1 C»n• 
linuil) in ll•c Ufe uf foroLll lmli;m politico! "'l><c'S'iion. Tho 
period fullo11 iog hb dcpartuR, hc)nc•cr, a J.>Criod uffstt by 
'"o WorhnV.ors .unlthc ln·no:ndpus iml"""tofbnlu•triali7.ation. 
lold U..: ~i> for a vit.Uy ob.lJJg<-..1 South Afric•n .soci<n;y, in 
which clrcuii1S!afllil>l fcnCCJ paved the w•y for o future $l~tc 
of non-£\!I'Optm ~peralion. 

£conOJn1c facton, ~y in Nalill, ocred :u great leveller> 
of Af:rican ~n·l lndi;,n intcresLJ. Th" "civilized labour policy" 
had retrie•eo.l anJ l>obted the European worker from the mor;,s< 
of labour competition md possed ecunpmic legislation whi~ 
alfccteJ .J11lQn-European worle.;s equolly. 

Indians, though org.miu:d into • strong trade union mon•· 
menl, realized !he (utilh-y of thcir l•boJJr strCJlgUI In Ull' al""'"'e 
of ao equall) >trong AfnCo>n !.hour llll>>etllent. Tragic.tll.• 
Wey W.atch..) their ..... ike •ctinns iUCi'<'JW thdr Q\\ll Ull1!111plu) • 
melll a,. un>Ol>histicau.J Af•·k;an work<>r. rl'J>l~ce<J their lAbour. 

The G•ndltian u>o,·.:~nc.n haJ b..col itsdf on the the91)' of 
lool•n .:xclu,h·<JleSS, ;ml h•d belie• col in the political .li<tlno;tive· 
~of Ul(: Jndiil.oo l'"'blcm Tu Ult: ••cnge lndl>ln who groped 
in d>e lli'\U uf ondu.t~l coruP"tltiun •nd who become quidcl~ 
identllied wh.h tiJe $<>claJ anti ecooornic deJ>lttions of ilie nnn· 
European pec>J>le, this "-as • "') th which expl<><led All to<> 
dramati<:illl) . 

Uofortunatd,, formal Indian politico! organlulion .lid not 
~ect the vitally .,Jlilllg«l situ•tion b1 "biddooi.ans "ere llnding 
them.ch·c. 1bc: j»St·O.ancllli:u:. ern 50 w • leader> hip wl>icb 
rem-.lncd pothctically aloof fmm the problems of iu foUowing. 
Inheriting ndthc:r UIC phllt.>sophy of S.tyognbo· nor formulo.ting­
ny [X>Iitical prioclplcs of its O\\ll, it pr<"fem:d • stotc of pre­
carious suspcns1oJI bclw~t"n rhc ""'o rtwjor ~e g,roup9. in th, 
false belief that aceclet>tivn ol tl~<ir occqr..mc<: witl.in 1ho 
ra:nks or the dulllin.ult U.;u.'\. ·1~·, ..... , ~.,1 Hll lwli .. 'ln iq)b..tiuu IT'(tlt', 

the gen=1 prohlc111s of ro.t.ial dUo unuutjon in lioul.h AJ\'ic.L 
lndi:u:. politiC!! k-adcnJti11 appruve<l d>e diplo=W: inter· 

fc"""'C of \ he KJ-JtJsf, hllli31l _g<lH' TliiOWJI( :mil the C<>l\cJU>im> 
of the C.f." Town Agn>elll\' lll in '9~1--illl !\gn:a nent • .-hich 
O<lClq>tcd the pr1ndJ>le of rcpatrtul<>H f,r ~outh \frieu> bl<lion< 
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at ~ tinlt! \\hen t. .... ~cry lncli.an had bccotnc ~ Uoiou n111i(u:aal 
Instud ()( • principle-d anti logieol Opj»-1llt>11 to ~ C.cct5 of 
r>ci.11 di:saimitcuion, it ''"'"'~ In 1 9# the uonclusion t>f th• --' ' , Pretnrl;t AgreCillt'nl~" hkh ~f>ll:d L11c J>c>llcy t>f ~n fM 

'-the lntlian """"'" In "'~' wr CCI"ain oconom!c concessfoll5 
of a temporory nature Mfcgu.orulngu>e •-Mtcd intrrcst of a I 
snmll section or tl;e-C'Mmtwtitv. --_ 

It \1-.s ine.-itJhlr that " le>J..;..hip •t <uch '~rirutce ";th ltJ ' 
following wnuld <OOn lose U. ~uthority. J, ''"-'· it w.u 
6n..!ly ou>t~ol b~ tltOSt' "h<l joined tog.o!lhrr worl:1ng d><~ 
intcr<'SIJI with th<'- intellectu'\1 guichnce or GmclhiJn printipl<"< 
ond Socialism. It had ..-~tched il\ awesome anticipation the 
fortts of S.1tyagraha undu tltc emotion•! Impact of Mahatrno 
G.indhl •n<l tl1e practial gui<hna of Nehru cle<w<> tht path 
to lndi>n lil.eratinn. 

In I!J~6. this neW le.d=hlp rcmgecl P~nl>"e R<:sbGtnce in 
Sooth Afrle> ~nd 1«1 some ~.ooo mthmi>.sts to prison in opf'O"l· 
tion to an J\ct which ~gltt thc~r isolation from the rest or 
South African !OCiety. Their amp.•ign. tl.ough in olr>ium 
fonn simil~r to the originlll G•ndhi•n e>m("!i;;n . .,.,.. appl't'cilLI:· 
different in it! ulliltr.lte direction ~nd poli<ic~l •'l'i ... linn~. 
It w;u bun.d\Cd in .a mood \Vbieh un<l"r.wod l10tlt tJ.., CJ(. 

pedknry and ecbicr of joint political ut i<>n. > ""''"' "hkh 
sought J1011-r:Urope.m rather tl..., h>di•n liliC'I'>tinn 

Foe· South Afric;t, this revised intcrpret;uion t>C th. l'•;•h e 
Resistmce wupou hcld crootol signifian<.-e. It ., , dewcJ Ute 
growth of united mtliuucy an'IOng the twn-Whit< poork-s .. nd 
heralded • new er~ in the de.clopment of,, co>n·r.><:i•l uhited 
democ,..tic front in the. OOllllln'". There i< lint~ Juubt thai, 
despite irs ' !11di:ln' eh;,r-•<U'r: the .,.,"'l''ign stn'SSCU .1.nd 
cloquently <xhibitcd f~ith in • unit"<l 'trug;:l<', uhim.uel~ 
directed tow•nl• the 'chie«mcnt af end> "hich would benefit 
~wlly all Srluth Ali-ic.ms, not Indian< J.!ono. 

Fundamental to Mn-Eun.>pe;\Jl political malllrlty in Soutl• 
Africo luoo been tl..• alli•nrc· of t ,.. :\J ri<~n .,, ! ln.! on C "S'"""'· 
\Vb.J~~f6 "'tl" th .... oro.;mtT..Jtlf"~n u1 .m J•to~i.lll 1'1C.•It1it.011 t:r ·nr­
"hich had ri.d it\C>'ll ('-1 ••• i tUil n,· .. tnt I 1t'lo• It ~L.., 
not until_ '9So that .1 si;•il•r chllnge r>:prt-<sed otself on the 
AfriGULirOilticr: A ,·or afur the tr.:tgic nd:d l'li.:t.ul'h~nC'cs m 
Ourh:m l>.·f\' •·rn tl.;. ludi.ln and Afrl.-•n 1 ' I'''"'· Th~ riot> 
~me jl~ l scrinu,;; W..lr1ting tn th~ t c-;.r1M"'1.f,jl'· '' hn ttilli:z.cd 
lnAl if tJu• <'COIII(Il11iC i<ll'lllifx-acinn <>f rf>c' 0\'1'1 p<'Orks ditl not 
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~('$\'C rrog.r'-~IH' pvlttlc.tJ guldanc~ .. tJ1e sit1.l.t1inn coufd be 
hor••ibt) miw'l:d b) tit~ so•cmntcnt to cr<>ll! .-.cit>! <trife 
"ithin tloc ronks uf th<· l'k>n \Vhiu• r.tee. It expt·ditcd unllod 
action nn the pMt nf th., l\ltl Congrt:s•n who, dt!SJ>itc the 
Dadoo.Xuon~ l'•ctu~ t91'6: lwJ remaina! aloof from each other. 
ln 1910, Mrk~us >Jlollndi•M joilnly and cqto.~lly p.>rticip.Hc-d ln 
th~ N>tioml D•)' of l'rc.wst •g.>iust rac:io.l dJ.criminat!lln, ond 
in 19 sz, the two O>ngres•cs together launche-d lite Dcfi.>tlC!c 
of Unjust La" s CamJl3ign, J>3tterocd on the lin<-s of the , 9-1-6 
P.assiv~ Resimncc n10tcmcn1. 11>e suecrcss of tl•elr unity 
served os a forerunner to t.he fonn:ltion of the Coloured ~nd 
Europ~n Congr=es"AAd 1:0 t.hc$ttting up of lin eff'tc:tlvt united 
b;orrier •g>lirlrt •ntl..dcn>Oemic fo~oes. 

ihc>ugh many f<>etors 1~,.., combined to e1Tect thls dcmocrntlc 
uni~ in Sout.h Africa., centnl to its theme of action lru ~n 
its Adherance to the form of ~tyognha. There is little doubt 
that, bur for d1e profound hurmnit>rianistn atld the generous 
tolennce o>f all creeds intrinsiC! in its philosophy, it wnld not 
have drawn together s11d1 diY"ersc elements of politico! mugglc. 
lt .Jso seems t'.irly clear tbat without its din:etion in the oon· 
Europt~ 11\0\'tr~rnt i~lf, the non-White struggle for self­
exr.rt~lon would oot have drawn to itself the =gnifit,cnt 
world suppcu t wbicl• it Jus done. 

The ro~ situation iu South Af(iCl bL-clcons a m.>Jor uphea'"l. 
The lndi•m ace aware of thi~ and see t.hc :solution in the alli.mce 
of thcir politiClll S)n>patloy with those who wi<h to bro•d"" the 
fl'onticrs of dCIYIOCl'KJ an<l who rudily accept ®t the lead in 
thi$ I'CSf"'ct Ucs in united thought and oc:tion.. 

S3t)oagr..!oa, roon-,iolcnce, p.a,..he resisiMU, ci.-il diloobcdionce 
--<>ne ""> choose •ny of tl1esc terms and accept either the 
Gandhian philo.ophy or the t.tctics of the nrugglc. The fact 
is that the lndi>.n poople 2re =rching forward li.S a vital sect£on 
of tb" democratic force of Sout.h Africa, and their philosophy 
ofSatyagnh• continue< to play an invalo~ble role in thcir progress 
to Freedom. 
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