
"The Poor People Is Corporation is a non-profit orgaru.ution ..• with member­
ship open to all pQor people. Oues are 25¢ a year. Tlil!. ma!11 purpose of tte cor­
poration is '"Co assist 101'1, income g-coups in tMir efforts to receive financial 
aGSi&ta.nce tQ initiate and sustain self-help projec~ of :i cooperative nature that 
are designed to offset aoroe of the effect1; of ·poverty.''' Loano for the establlih­
nieiu: of new cooperatives are macle from the Corporatlbn' 11 revolving fund, upon the 
vote of the entire =bership 9£ the Corporation. The fund receives contl'.ibutions 
from concerned persons and organizations chi;ouglwut the country. 

At th.e presllllt: cilne, there are n0ne cooperatives in ch~ Corporation, which 
has ics marketing outlet at Liberty Out:let House in Jackson, Misaissi,ppi. Each 
cooperattve focuses on manufacturing one type of product, such as leather goods, 
quilts, or clothing The products are stylish and of high Quality. Over one 
hundted people are involved directly ni production, while t:he membership of !!he 
Corporation itself is -,eu over three hundred. 

At present, the eorporation·does dot pretend to be able 'to absorb all the 
people who have lobt jobs or suf£ere<l from economic intimidation, but chis spring 
will be a critical time for the Corporation, as II way in -wniC'-h pooi: people can 
attain economic security. Large numbe~s of agricultural workers in'the Delta area 
of Missusippi are bl?in& and will be losing farm jobs now as II result of accelerated 
menbaniiiation of plantation fa~ing. The Co-rporR.tion, and the coo_peratives uhich 
it assists, roust prospe~ and show gr°"'th 1£ the Corporation is to continue to serve 
so a vical example, and if it is to corttinne to produce concrete results towards the 
reduction of tha effects of poverty. 

The -Pon People I s Corporation has gro«n to its present size since its founding 
by poor people at the end of lest sW11D'ter. The purpose of U,S,A.'s personnel program 
is to aid the Corporation an.d the cooperatives in tbefr effort to bocome solf-suffi­
cient, by helping to broaden ma:rkets for their goods and holpins to estnblish sound 
managerial proced-..res. N.11.A, will also be encouraging- campuses co establish thliir 
own outlets for l',P,C. -products. Part of N.S.L, 's assistance program to the·P.P.C, 
is being funded with some of the.$1p._ey-r$ed by the 'l'banksgiviQ& "Fast for l'reedom. 

I.t is important chat tl1e program be vell under«ay be£ore the sumner months, 
although tfiere '!.·ill be openings for -people llho want to start to work during the aum­
n&r. 'l'he sales :represcnf:a=iv"s •.till be starting to 1,ork as soon fill they- are located, 
Reqtjests .for addition&! information and app;t.icatJons trhol<ld be directed to 1lob Bass, 
Assistant Civil Rights Director, 2115 S Street, N. W., '•uhiogcon, o.c. 
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