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JACKSON, Miss,-More than 1,000 civil rights demonstrators have
been imprisoned here since July 1U O

Among them was Robertson Wood, 29., of Toronto, who was released
June 2s- alter j.O days in a concentration-camp-like compound. Paul
Saltzman- 21, of Toronto, was among a group arrested that same day
and Robert Lower, 19, of Rivers Camp, Man., and Toronto, was arrested
the following weekend .

. fAt last report, a federal .judge had handed down an injunction
putting an end to mass arrests and police brutality. The special
-essaon I the Mississippi state legislature which the demonstrators
aad protested had ended.

The situation in general riad calmed dcwn considerably. Most
people had been bailed out of jail c Paul had been released and it
was believed Bob was out of ja. 1 as well. Demonstration continued-,

Here Rob, a member of the SNCC C madian staff, tells his story 0
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HT1.EY COULD KOT CONTROL OUR THOUGHTS-
By ROBERTSON WOOD

JACKSON, Miss ’ Through t ;c hole iii tne coiling ox tne Jacksrn
stockade you could see tne hou blue sky.; 8 metlmes clouds passed over®
They were whj remand far awoy. They neoe part of seme other sky c One
■ha c did 1-0 c, Dejong to us ini .ec. . Sitting and lying on the concrete

floor winh the fK.es and c '.gave t ';e butts v-c watched 'the patch of sunlight
under the hole moi’e slcwly from n-rnJng into afternoon until it was no
._on ei ciHi Uy* curing the cay tnere was no breeze and the air was still
and heavy, fr smelled of , she over UOO while and Negro male bodies
jailed fo i. p<_ r uicipa cing j-n she Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party
demonstrations in the 10-day period between June it- and June 2b-..

, , , c he (demonstrators were Negroes from ail parts of Mississippi,
v a.t. uo nuj? uhe.'. n n.j. w vc/.Lun veers ? and workers with SNCC and the Council

j’suQj.'oi ceu 0r gamza  c iouw <C>OrO) , an alliance of civil rights groups
in Mississippi,, financed and staffed almost entirely by SNCC.

vi'e v/- _e protesting a special session of the Mississippi state
4-e Fisla uure called oy Governor Paux B«, Johnson to bring the v ting laws
.i.n Mxss '.os.Lpp.’. moie z..c line with chose proposed in the 1969 federal
voting oili. Since Negroes in Mississippi are systematically excluded
irom tne elec coral process those men sitting in the Mississippi
legislature are there illegally and have n? right to draft and pass new
voting laws • And tne MFDP felt that any outward show of liberalizing
voting laws would in reality result in new legal methods for the state
to continue its policy of disenfranchisement of the Negro., Because the
Mississippi Negro has no voj.ee in his government... he muet go into the
streets to be heard.

Across the wire enclosed compound at the state fairgrounds was
the Negro woiaen1 jail, vein to the building we were in/' Both buildings
are J.eng cement block structures with curved roofs < looking very much
like wartime quonseu huts- Ordinal j.ly they are used as exhibition halls o
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1 ,000  • - - J5TE5 IN MISSISSIPPI
JACKSON, Mis s  . . -More thazi 1 ,000 c iv i l  r ights  demons t r a to r s  have

•been Impr i soned  he re  s i nce  July 1U O
Am-ug them. was .Robe r t son  Wood* 29 of To ron to ,  who was r e l ea sed

June 2n a f t e r  10 days  in  a concen t r a t i on -camp- l ike  compound .  Paul
oa l  czman ,  21 , of 1 o romo ,  was among a g roup  a r r e s t ed  t ha t  same day
and Roue rb  Lower ,  19 7 of R ive r s  Camp, Man . ,  and Toron to ,  was a r r e s t ed
the fo l lo iv ing  w’eekend .

l a s t  r epor t ,  a federal judge had handed  down an i n junc t ion
put  c ing  an end uo mass  a r r e s t s  and po l i ce  b ru t a l i t y , .  The spec i a l
s e s s ion  • f uhe Mis s i s s ipp i  s t a t e  l eg i s l a tu re  wh ich  the  demons t r a to r s
nad p ro t e s t ed  had ended .

The s i tuat ion ?n gene ra l  nad ca lmed  dcv/n cons iderably* 'Mos t
pe ->p le  nao been  ba i l ed  ca t  of j a i l  Pau l  had been re leased and i t
was believed Bob was out of ja. 1 as we l l .  Demonstrations con t inued -

Here  Hob- a member  of tne SNCC Canad ian  s t a f f ,  t e ? . l s  h i s  s t o ry  0
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Page two ’’THEY COULD NOT CONTROL OUR THOUGHTS”-- from page one
There were no white females incarcerated at the fairgrounds * As

soon as they were booked, they were loaded into vans and taken to the
Jackson city jail,.

In our building ages ranged from 11 to 72 o Many of the men were
from the Delta region of the state and were members of the Mississippi
Freedom Labor Union,, This newly formed union of cotton choppers and
pickers is striking now to break the peonage system they have been
laboring under ? and its members have been threatened ? thrown off their
land and out of their homes ; An entire family came to jail o The
Steptoes of Pike County ? father ? daughter and sons r At a mass meeting,
after our release, Mr<> Steptoe saids :‘My whole family came to jail
because the MFDP is the one hope my youngsters have, not to have to
live like I had to for so long, for so many years o Now I know God is
with us and will give us help,. But he isn’ c going to do anything we
can do for ourselves

In our building we were segregated, Negroes at one end and whites
at the other.. Between us was a form of ;:no man’s land” belonging to the
police e We attempted to break the segregation many ways. One of the
methods was the singing of freedom songs o Often after a meal we would
begin singing, clapping our hands, we would form facing lines of black
and white, then in time to the clapping move the lines closer and closer
together o Sweating and singing in their faces we would watch the police
fill the space between us 0 s..t though there was the possibility they
would lose control and begin beating us nobody was particularly afraid a
The police were treated with measured contempt o They could beat us,
but .they could not control our thoughts and our attitudes « And when
we increased the tempo of the clapping and began shoutings ’’Freedom!
Freedom!” over and over and louder and louder they pushed us back into
our Separate ends of the building, But they were never able to break
the unity o:f that singing or to prevent it from happening .

Oncer when a number of reporters and photographers were shooting
pictures and TV films of us and the building we integrated without
opposition. But.- when the reporters were gone, the police enforced
segregation again, Any time tne press was in the compound area most
of our guards seemed to disappear, leaving only a few standing in the
doorways,, At these times their projected attitude was one of restrained
good humor e After all, we were just opposing teams in a friendly game
and nobody really disliked anybody on the opposite side*

However, this wasnf t the attitude shown that first Monday when
there were no reporters in the compound ; when those arrested were
forced to run a gauntlec of club- swinging, cursing, Jackson city
police and Mississippi State highway racroL z resulting in two white
males, Bill Light and Ron eiss ? both GOTO workers in Mississippi,
and Emily Gordon, a white female MFDP worker, being hospitalized.

This wasn't the attitude shown the day a pregnant Negro woman
was clubbed in the stomach in the women's building, then refused
medical attention when she complained ol abdominal pains c When she was
finally taken to the hospital, it was too late, and she had a miscar-
riage and lost her baby.

This wasn't the attitude shown the time a pre-teenager Negro
boy was jabbed in the stomach while waiting at the head of a food line o
Or when his companion protested and was clubbed and kicked o

Or the time I saw a Negro girl, her dress ripped down the back,
dragged past our open doorway, her arms pinned b. two patrolmen, while
a third walked behind, punching her in the kidneys o

The police denied charges of brutality and invited the press in
”to see for themselves J' And brutality may have a different meaning
for you and for me and for the Mississippi police system,.

There were three organizations guarding us 2 the Jackson city
police, the Mississippi State Highway Patrol and the Mississippi
State Fish and Game Wardens o The highway patrol wore white tape
over their badge numbers and were responsible for most of the injuries,
serious and superficial, that first Monday o Fondling their billy-clubs,
the handle thong wrapped tightly around their hands, their 38s on ther
bullet-belted hips ? they and the local police -nged in the doorways,
played poker, checkers and dominoes, or walked around with that
particular swagger al.1 southern lawmen seem to affect when they think
they are being watched o In their freshly laundered shirts, shined
shoes, smelling of after shave lotion, they presented a great contrast
to us in our dirty and sometimes torn shirts and slept-in pants and
overalls, our lack of uniforms . And they let us know it,, Lining up

Continued on page three
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Steptoes of Pike County ? father ? daughter and sons.. At a mass meeting,
after our release ? Mr t> Steptoe saids :'My whole family came to jail
because the MFDP is the one hope my youngsters have, not to have to
live like I had to for so long, for so many years o Now 1 know God is
with us and will give us help.. But he isn‘ c going to do anything we
can do for ourselves

In our building we were segregated, Negroes at one end and whites
at the other., Between us was a form of ;!no man’s land” belonging to the
police o We attempted to break the segregation many ways. One of the
methods was the singing of freedom songs o Often after a meal we would
begin singing, clapping our hands, we would form facing lines of black
and white, then in time to the clapping move the lines closer and closer
together o Sweating and singing in their faces we would watch the police
fill the space between us 0 a.i.though there was the possibility they
would lose control and begin beating us nobody was particularly afraid a
The police were treated with measured contempt o They could beat us,
but .they could not control our thoughts and our attitudes a And when
we increased the tempo of the clapping and began shoutings ’’Freedom!
Freedom!|: over and over and louder and louder they pushed us back into
our separate ends of the building, But they were never able to break
the unity o:c that singing or to prevent it from, happening •

Once, when a number of reporters and photographers were shooting
pictures and TV films of us and the building we integrated without
opposition. But- when the reporters were gone, the police enforced
segregation again.. Any time the press was in the compound area most
of our guards seemed to disappear, leaving only a few standing in the
doorways,. At these times their projected attitude was one of restrained
good humor e After all, we were just opposing teams in a friendly game
and nobody really disliked anybody on the opposite side.
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there were no reporters in the compound; when those arrested were
forced to run a gauntlec cf club- swinging, cursing ; Jackson city
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and Emily Gordon, a white female MFDP worker, being hospitalized.
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was clubbed in the stomach in the women's building, then refused
medical attention when she complained of abdominal pains c When she was
finally taken to the hospital, it was too late, and she had a miscar-
riage and lost her baby.

This wasn t the attitude shown the time a pre-teenager Negro
boy was jabbed in the stomach while waiting at the head of a food line o
Or when his companion protested and was clubbed and kicked o

Or the time I saw a Negro girl, her dress ripped down the back,
dragged past our open doorway, her arms pinned b; two patrolmen, while
a third walked behind, punching her in the kidneys o
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”to see for themselves J' And brutality may have a different meaning
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State Fish and Game Wardens o The highway patrol wore white tape
over their badge numbers and were responsible for most of the injuries,
serious and superficial, that first Monday o Fondling their billy-clubs,
the handle thong wrapped tightly around their hands, their ,38s on ther
bullet-belted hips , they and the local police -nged in the doorways,
played poker, checkers and dominoes, or walked around with that
particular swagger all southern lawmen seem to affect when they think
they are being watched o In their freshly laundered shirts, shined
shoes, smelling of after shave lotion, they presented a great contrast
to us in our dirty and sometimes torn shirts and slept-in pants and
overalls, our lack of uniform. And tney let us know it ;1 Lining up



Page three "THEY COULD NOT CONTROL OUR THOUGHTS ’’-.from page tw
for meals we would he folds "Back off, Don lt stand near me, god
damn.'., it. Yon stink too damn bad," Whites were called "white trash
Commies? idiots " an d Ne groes were ordered about as "boy or nigger"
One t ime all the Negro boys under seventeen vzere pulled outside
and t old th a t the MFDP and SNCC had no money and they would i
never be bailed out.

Anybody who showed leader ship was separated fr om the other
pr i soners and deposited in the Jackson ci ty jail. The police
hoped that without leaders morale would break and v/e would be easy to
manag e. This never happen cd as it was never a question of
leadership o Immediate ly a spokesman was removed ? somebody else took
his place e Eventu ally the police stopped this tactic. And in
the local papers the y w ere qu oted as saying that this was
the worst group ever held for c?.vi.l r ights activities in Jackson.
We were not unhappy about t hat..

Two washr ooms and one leaky drinking fountain serviced’ our
buildin g o The bathrooms cont ain ed three stools ? one urinal and
three sinks c The floor of the bathroom was always covered with
dirty water and most of the time there was no toilet paper or soap
and at least one of the toilets was always plugged. During the
hot daytime they smelled unbelievably bad.

.Meals were our measir’ of time and our one chance to get
outside „ They were served on metal trays and we ate 9 sitting at
benches along the outside wall of our building. Breakfast was
a ladle of grits, syrup 9 a paper cup of powdered milk and three
slices of white bread c Lunch was two 'go tables or one vegetable
and rice or spaghetti? powdered milk and bread. Supper was always
the same as lunch s On Sunday we ate only twice and when the tail-
end of the food line reached the serving counter all that was left
was . one ladle of creamed corn per man and the bread and milk.
Never was there any meal- And at night? before bed? we would lie on
our mattresses? sharing a cigarette when we had them? and talking ntn.
about the different mea.LS and meats we would order when we got out.
We were always very hungry..

At meal time wo would file out of the builking? blinking in
the sunlight? not ? iking rhe food? but too hungry to dismiss it.
Aroun d us were our regu'lar guards plus additional police called in 

p

from the traffic patrol z s pacifically for meals, When we had eaten
w e scrubbed our ■■ravs? iu garbage cans of soapy water? and rinsed .'
them in two other cans .a. boiling disinfected water. For the first
four days wo dr.ppeu om tr ays h Iding them by one corner and burning
our hands, complained to out lawyers and soon after we found our
trays equipped jri th long wire hooks.. Jackson City patrolmen and the
Fish and Game Wardens surs-i vised the tray cleaning? inspecting each as*
we reached the end of the line of garbage cans 02? water. If our trays
passed inspection we were allowed to re-enter our building.

At night? about nine? mattresses were raid out on the floor
by Negro trustees from the -Jackson prison The first two nights
there were not enough mattresses,. Some people slept on the floor and
the rest were? by sharing, able to fit their head and shoulders on
a section or piece of mattress, It was very cold at night and we
slept with our arms tucked under our oodles, V/e kept our shoes and
clothing on? but? still about h-OO a rm, we would start awake shaking
t hen lie there watching the d ark square of sky? waiting for it to '
become light so we could get up and be warm again. On the third day
more mattresses were brought in and toward the end of the first week
w e were given half a cotton blanket to s?_eep under , By then we all
had colds o

The lights were never extinguishc 1 and our night guards played
poker ? tapped their clubs on the concrete floor y smashed them
agains t metal chairs and inserted the microphone of a civil defence
loud halier into the speaker a*c intervals so the whole building was
filled with feedbacks

Midway througn the first week showers were constructed outside
one end of the ouilding v ro were then allov/ed a cold water shower
each night and we would wash our clothing while showering, hanging
underwent ? shirts and socks on the walls over our mattresses.

--continued on oaee 4-

Page three '’THEY COULD NOT CONTROL OUR THOUGHTS” --from page tw->
for  mea l swe  w<ld be fo ld s  "Back o f f .  Don ' t  s t and  near  me, god
damn i t .  Yen s t i nk  too damn bad c " Whi t e s  were ca l l ed  "whi te  t r a sh
Commies ? i d io t s  " an d Ne g roes  were o rdered  about  as "boy or n igge r "
One t ime a l l  the Negro boys under seven teen  were pu l l ed  ou t s ide
and t old th a t the MIDP and SNCC had no money and they  would t
never be ba i l ed  ou t .

Anybody who showed l eade r  sh ip  was s epa ra t ed  f r  om the o the r
pr 1 sone r s  and depos i t ed  in the J ackson  c i  ty j a i l *  The po l i ce
hoped tha t  wi thout  l e ade r s  mora le  would b reak  and we would be easy  to
manag e .  This  never  happen cd as i t  was never  a ques t i on  of
l eade r sh ip  Immed ia t e  ly  a spokesman was removed ,  somebody e l s e  took
his  p l ace  « Eventu a l l y  the po l i ce  s topped  th i s  t a c t i c .  And in
the l oca l  pape r s  the y w ere qu oted as s ay ing  tha t  t h i s  was
the wors t  group ever  held fo r  c iv i l  r i gh t s  ac t i v i t i e s  in J ackson .
We were not unhappy about  t hat..

Two washr ooms and one l eaky  dr ink ing  foun ta in  serviced’ ,  our
bu i ld in  g o The bathrooms cont  a in  ed t h r ee  s t oo l s ,  one ur ina l  and
th ree  s inks  e The f l oo r  of the ba th room was a lways  cove red  wi th
d i r t y  wa te r  and most of the time the re  was no t o i l e t  paper  or soap
and at  l e a s t  one of the t o i l e t s  was a lways  p lugged .  During the
hot day t ime  they  smel led  unbel ievably  bad*

.Meals  were our measin’r of t ime and our one chance  to get
ou t s ide .  They were s e rved  on me ta l  t r ays  and we a t e ,  s i t t i ng  at
benches  a long  the ou t s ide  wa l l  of our bu i ld ing .  Break fa s t  was
a l ad l e  of g r i t s ,  sy rup ,  a paper  cup of powdered milk and th ree
s l i ce s  of white- b“?cad c Lunch was two ■ g e t ab l e s  or one vege t ab l e
and r i ce  or spaghe t t i ,  powdered milk and b read .  Suppe r  was a lways
the same as lunch„  On Sunday we a te  only twice  and when the t a i l -
end of the food l i ne  r eached  the s e rv ing  coun te r  a l l  t ha t  was l e f t
was • °nc l ad l e  of creamed corn per man and the bread  and mi lk .
Never was t he re  any mcab And a t  n igh t ,  be fo re  bed,  we would l i e  on
our ma t t r e s se s ,  sha r ing  a c iga re t t e  when we had them, and t a lk ing  nbi
about  the d i f f e r en t  mea.i_s and meats  we would o rde r  when we got ou t .
We were a lways  very  hungry .

At meal time wc would, f i l e  out of the builking , b l ink ing  in
the sun l igh t ,  nor ? i r ing  rhe food ,  but too hungry to d i smi s s  i t .
Aroun d us were our regular  guards  p lus  add i t i ona l  po l i ce  ca l l ed  in p

from the t r a f t i c  pa t ro l  z s pac i f i ca l l y  fo r  mea l s ,  When we had ea t en
w e s c rubbed  our t r av  ., fu ga rbage  cans of soapy wa te r ,  and r i n sed  . '
chem in two o the r  cans -.n.' bo i l i ng  d i s in f ec t ed  wa te r , .  For the f i r s t
four days we d’/ppcci. ow  t r . i y s  li Lding them by one co rne r  and burning
our hands .  V!e compla ined  to out l awyers  and soon a f t e r  we found our
t r ays  equ ipped  y j  tn long w5.ro hooks.,  J ackson  C i ty  pa t ro lmen  and the
F i sh  and Game Gardens  su. an v i sed  the t r ay  c l ean ing ,  inspec t ing  each as
we r eached  the end of the l ine  of ga rbage  cans 02? water . .  If  our t r ays
pas sed  i n spec t ion  we were a l l owed  to r e - en t e r  our bu i ld ing .

At n igh t ,  about  n ine ,  ma t t r e s se s  were l a id  out on the f l oo r
by Negro t r u s t ee s  from, the J ackson  p r i son .  The f i r s t  two n igh t s
the re  were not enough ma t t r e s se s  t. Some peop le  s l ep t  on the f l oo r  and
the r e s t  were ,  by sha r ing ,  ab le  to f i t  t he i r  head and shou lde r s  on
a s ec t i on  or p i ece  ol ma t t r e s s .  I t  v/as ve ry  cold a t  n igh t  and we
s l ep t  wi th  our arms tucked under our bod ie s ,  We kept  our shoes  and
c lo th ing  on, bu t ,  s t j . l l  aoou t  h-00 a .m we would s t a r t  awake shak ing
t hen l i e  t he re  wa tch ing  the d ark squa re  of sky ,  wa i t i ng  fo r  i t  to '
become l i gh t  so we could get  up and be warm aga in . ,  Un the th i rd  day
more ma t t r e s se s  were brought  in and toward the end of the f i r s t  week
w e were g iven  ha l f  a co t ton  b l anke t  to s l eep  unde r ,  By then we a l l
had co lds .

The l i gh t s  were never  ex t ingu i sh  1 ?3nd our n igh t  gua rds  p layed
poker  , t apped  t he i r  c lubs  on the conc re t e  f l oo r  J smashed them
aga ins  t me ta l  cha i r s  and i n se r t ed  the mic rophone  of a c iv i l  de fence
louo. ha i l e r  i n to  the speake r  a t  i n t e rva l .  s so the whole bu i ld ing  was
f i l l ed  wi th  f eedbacks

Midway through the f i r s t  week shower s  were cons t ruc ted  ou t s ide
one end of the oui ld ing We were then a l l owed  a cold wa te r  shower
each n igh t  and we would wash our c lo th ing  wh i l e  shower ing ,  hang ing
underwear ,  sh i r t s  and socks  on the wa l l s  over our ma t t r e s se s .



Page four "THEY COULD N0 m COHTROI OUR THOUGHTS" -from page three

After a time in jail it is difficult to see the police as- ind-ivi—
dual human beings. They react so uniformly that .you forget they have
families and that they are as much a product of the system that perpe-
tuates segregation and violence as the Negroes at whom all this is
directed. Also they seem to have accepted without admitting it to . '
themselves 9 that the syste m is losing. Their violence smacks of the
striking out of somebody who feels that something undefinable is being-
t aken from him. They are striking out at those they feel are respon
sible for all "the trouble" „ By wearing a uniform and using the priv
elegc of arms that go along with that uniform the policeman is in a
position to act as many 9 but not all 9 Southerners would like to, but
cannot.

To fill the long hours between morning and night we read,
constructed chess sets by melting and gluing the plastic forks we
ate with, played volley ball with no net and a rolled sock in place
of a ball, wrote, held workshops and discussed project plans. We
wanted to make it clear to the police that even in jail we could
function creatively, and that their presence, although it was a
nuisance, could be ignored.

But sometimes we did nothing but lie on the floor imagining
how it felt to be outside. You can lose this rememborance quickly
Ten days is easily Ions enough. We were prepared to remain in jail
but we wondered how it would feel to be out: to walk down a street,
sleep in a bed, order a meal in a restaurant, see friends and wives
again.

Then, on Thursday, June vze were released. Bail was set at
$100 a person. Dirty from living on the floor, unshaven and shaky
from the food, we left the compound six at a time, at five minute
intervals. It was raining. n'hc rain cam e in through the hole in
the ceiling, spreading over the concrete. TTe didn’t care. We ran
from the building into the rain, out the open gate of the compound
and up the asphalt road to the fairgrounds’ main gate.

. Manywould be marching uhe following week and expected to be
arrested again. But then it was good to be out. And we ran in the
rain, our arms stretched out, our faces w et, our hands touching no
walls.

SDS-ERAP. COKFETiEECE (from the SUPA NEWSLETTER, by Ken Drushka)
More than 30 persons from SUPA projects, national staff and

the Canadian Friends of the student Non-Violent Do-ord inating Committee
a ttended the Students for a Peinocratic Society’s ERAP training insti—
t ute at Kewadin, Michigan, June lk-16.

ERAP, the Economic Research and Action Project, is comprised of
12 summer projects which have placed almost 300 U.U. students in poor
white and Negro slums in Northern cities. The ERAP Institute, similar
in many ways to- SUPA’s planned Fall Training Institute, attempts to
bring together old ERAP staff members and introduce new staff members
to the pr ejects and the people working on them.

The original agenda provided for a national and historical
overview of ERAP projects; issue workshops (analysis and strategy
involved in organizing projects around specific issues such as housing,
welfare or urban renewal) ; specialized role workshops (detailed
discussion arid training on such things as law, research and role-play-
ing sessions); democracy in projects, the community and the movement;
and ideology (long-range views and. questions.)

This agenda was disrupted when the SDS national convention ran
overtime, and the first two subject areas were eliminated from the
institute. Consequently, the formal program fell apart, and the
most valuable part of the two days left were the meetings of the
project staffs and occasional informal discussion sessions.
The Canadians pr osent, including project members from Kingston,
La Macaza and the Peace ano the Professions project, were able to
o btain detailed informs.non on the tactics, principles and the
problems of the various ERAP community organizing projects. In the
informal sessions they wore able to raise several basic questions
and discover a fevz key differences between ERAP and SUPA approaches.

ERRATA: The date in first sentence of page one should be June 1k.
Page 10 Washington item on J,3P. Coleman should have mentioned that
MFDP is fighting confirmation of this appointment in hearings of
the Senate judiciary subcommittee e

Par<-' four ’’THEY COULD N0 m COUTROI OUT; THOUGHTS” -from pare three

After a time in jail it is difficult to sec the police as- ind-ivi—
dual human beings. They react so uniformly that you forget they have
families and that they are as much a product of the system that perpe-
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5HERE WE WERE FACE TO FACE 1

WASHINGTON-The campaign to t ry to pe r suade  the Un i t ed  S t a t e s
Congress  to  unsea t  i t s  Mis s i s s ipp i  members con t inues -

The Mis s i s s ipp i  Freedom Democra t i c  Party a l so  con t inues  i t s
at tempt to  have the c l e rk  of the House of Rep re sen t a t i ve s  pr in t
more than 600 depos i t i ons  co l l ec t ed  by the MFDP and con ta in ing
ev idence  of harassment. . .  in t imidat ion  and co l lu s ion  in p revent ing
Miss iss ippi  Negroes from vo t ings

At one po in t ,  c l e rk  Ralph Ro Robe r t s  seemed to  p romise  to  have
the depos i t i ons  p r in t ed  and made pub l i c ' .  But l a t e r  he r eneged  a

Miss i s s ipp i  pa r t i c ipan t s  in a Washington lobby  in suppor t  of the
chal lenge  sa t  in at  the c l e rk  ‘s o f f i ce  to  p ' t e s t  the fa i lure  to  pr int
the ev idence  o They were a r r e s t ed*

Canadian  F r i ends  of SNCC are urged  to wr i t e  the  c l e rk  urging the
depos i t i ons  be p r in t ed , .

The MFDP con tends  tha t  the Mis s i s s ipp i  congressmen  have no r ight
to  t he i r  s ea t s ,  s i nce  Negroes  were sy s t ema t i ca l l y  p reven ted  from vo t ing
in the e l ec t i ons  tha t  chose the congre s smen .  The MFDP dramat ized  th i s
fac t  oy ho ld ing  " f r eedom e l ec t i ons  5, i t s  own in t h r ee  of Mis s i s s ipp i  Ts
f ive  e l ec to ra l  d i s t r i c t s .

Seve ra l  peop le  from each of To ron to  and Ottawa pa r t i c ipa t ed  in the
MFDP Washington  lobby v Here ,  one of the  To ron to  pa r t i c ipan t s  g ives  some
of her  impres s ions .

BY RUTH TAUBE

All en tn n-n become a way of l i f e :  a l i ena t ion  of the neg ro ,
a l i ena t ion  of the jwhitu of peop le  in the  c i t i e s  and even of
man to  h imse l i  * _i.n the Sou th  i t  found i t s  f u l l e s t  express ion  in f ea r ,
f renzy  , and a b l ina  consuming ha t r eds  Tn the Nor th ,  the dehumaniza t ion
of the ind iv idua l  in a mechan ized  soc i e ty  has l e f t  a complacency  that
curd les  i n to  i na i i i e r ence  o But the  drive towards  confo rmi ty ,  the  t a c i t
s i l ence  tha t  can only mean consen t  has p roduced  a v io l en t  upsurgence
among the co l l ege  s tuden t s  in Amer i ca ,  a burgeon ing  of consc i ence ,  a
i -evu l s ion  agains t  a soc io -economic  sys tem that  encompasses  the  brutal i ty
of a Selma., the murder  of a Fie t  Nam and the hypoc r i sy  of a government
tha t  i s  more conce rned  wi th  image and a r e spec t ab l e  veneer  than wi th
human l i f e  and the worth of the  individual  f Although decadence  and
hypoc r i sy  have pene t r a t ed  to  the very  roo t s  of the soc i e ty  the  r eac t i on
against  the  deadening  and na rco t i c  apathy has been v io len t  and reper-
cus s ive«  But m Wash ing ton  i t  was d i f f e r en t .  Here we were f ace  to  f ace
wi th  the  proQue uc tne supp re s s ion  and b ru t a l i t y  oe rpe t r a t ed  by the
l a rges t  na t ion  in the  f ree wor ld .

o, but Negroes  who s t i l l  wore the
age ,  men whose very ex i s t ence  was
ore in the  sou the rn  Un i t ed  S t a t e s ,

of the b i l l y  c lub  and the we l t s
i t h  men l i ke  John Henry ,  23
A yea r s  when he went to  co l l ec t
j a i l ed  seven  t imes  and impr i sonedd been

or c iv i l  r igh t s  v io l a t i ons
man had become a symbo l ,  a symbol  of

3

1
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' Musl ims f a l l s  on the r ecep t ive  ea r s  of
the wh i t e  c iv i l  r i gh t s  worker  i s  f igh t ing
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'os* r e sen tmen t  of the wh i t e  r ace ,  even

zes to  him h i s  opp re s s ive  mas t e r ,
s ing  aga ins t  one ano the r  ane in
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WASHINGTON--The campaign to try to persuade the United States
Congress to unseat its Mississippi members continues-

The Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party also continues its
attempt to have the clerk of the House of Representatives print
more than 600 depositions collected by the MFDP and containing
evidence oi harassment. intimidation and collusion in preventing
Mississippi Negroes from votings

At one point, clerk Ralph R» Roberts seemed to promise to have
the depositions printed and made public ? But later he renegedo

Mississippi participants in a Washington lobby in support of the
challenge sat in at the clerk’s office to p 'test the failure to print
the evidence o They were arrested.

Canadian Friends of SNCC are urged to write the clerk urging the
depositions be printed.

The MFDP contends that the Mississippi congressmen have no right
to their seats, since Negroes were systematically prevented from voting
in the elections that chose the congressmen. The MFDP dramatized this
fact by holding '''freedom elections5, its own in three of Mississippi’s
five electoral districts.

Several people from each of Toronto and Ottawa participated in the
MFDP Washington lobby v Here, one of the Toronto participants gives some
of her impressions.

BY RUTH TAUBE

Ali en t-i hns become a way of life: alienation of the negro,
alienation of the white, of people in the cities and even of
man to himself. In the South it found its fullest expression in fear,
frenzy , and a blind consuming hatreds Tn the North, the dehuma.nization
of the individual in a mechanized society has left a complacency that
curdles into indiiierence o But the drive towards conformity, the tacit
silence that can only mean consent has produced a violent upsurgence
among the college students in America, a burgeoning of conscience, a
i evulsion against a. socio-economic system that encompasses the brutality
of a Selma., the murder of a Fiet Nam and the hypocrisy of a government
that is.more concerned witn image and a respectable veneer than with
human life and the uv or bn of che individuals Although decadence and
hypocrisy have penetrated to the very roots of the society the reaction
against the deauening anu narcotic apathy has been violent and reper-
cussiveo But .1.11 Washington it was different. Here we were face to face
with the products of the suppression and brutality perpetrated by the
largest nation in the free world. ‘ x

ihe SNGC staii was. entirely Negro, but Negroes who still wore the
scars. of the years ci chains and bondage, men whose very existence was
a living testimony of the fostering, . ore in the southern United States,
of the deep slice or the knife, one blow of the billy club and the welts
of the whippings o v;e were face to face with men like John Henry, 23
years old whose ear had been slashed at IF years when he went to collect
his wages from a i.c.1 « e man, ,7ao nad been jailed, seven times and imprisoned
in the peniteniar-y for two years for civil rights violations 6

We met men to whom the white man had become a symbol, a symbol of
the years of oppression of brutality cf domination towards which they
felt an antagonism, a hatred, a distrusts I was told that the Negro in
the South needs the white man. the white civil rights worker but he
does not wanu hinu Psychologically, emotionally, even irrationally
the white man has become a personified abstraction and hate, violent
and proliferating has been bred despite a movement whose methods are
nonviolent . and passive., That is why the emotional, primitive, and
reverberative appeal of the Black Muslims falls on the receptive cars of

oppressed people r> Exuernaliy the white civil rights worker is fighting
all the forces in a society which reduces, dehumanizes and categorizes
a man buu internally, he is faced with man’s natural propensity to
natrea anu violence.and the Negroes- resentment of the white race, even

e well-meaning white man who symbolizes to him his oppressive master.
Ail uhe foices of society., convulsing against one another ane in

urn surging out ocer the vast sea of the American people seem to be
clashing in JdSiiingion, a city of paradox.. The white marble of the
ui dings. tne massive structures whose walls literally scream out justice,

equality and democracy owe their existence to a system that thrives on
injustice and a lack of democracy

Continued on page six.
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’FACE TO FACE ’ - From page Five

The cold stiff veneer of the Lincoln memorial , Washington monument,
Capital building, and Justice department seem like hollo?/ testimonials to
the image of the greatest nation in th . world. Under the stately, the
costly, the glittering thor are streets and alleys, there are Negroes
living in filthy ghettoes, bred on hatred,1 .-l.?l .’-co b ring
the scars and wounds of the hammers and nails that have beaten them into
the ground to erect the monuments and '-tatuos, Broken boor bottles,
drugs, prostitution, decadence lie beneath the cocktail parties, the polite
smile of the congressman’s r ceptionist , the understanding concern of
the honorable representative from California, the exasperation and
tedium of the attorney-general when pressed to take action in Jackson,
MisSo

In a system which classes some people as more human than others,
no one cries out when Attorney-Genera]- Katzenbach refuses to intervene
in Mississippi since the police who beat the demonstrators in Jackson
had their badges covered and he really wouldn’t know against whom to
take action* Still men speak of legal complexity, political expediency
or other commitments• The eye of a congressman who has rationalized
his commitment to humanity is a horrible spectacle; it is cold, it is
dead, it is not pulsating with the meaningful rhythms of life, with
the cry of freedom that is ringing throughout the South*

I shall never forget the little old Negro man who came up with
a busload of Negroes from Mississippi and when asked for his name
proceeded to give us his life history, his belief in his race, his
deep and instinctive belief in religion, but most of all his assurance
that he was just as human as the white boy who was sitting in front of
him<s I. shall never forget another boy who tried to rub hrs black skin
to make himself white*

All this against the backdrop of Washington, city of ceremony,
city of pomp* The city was in a fever, the astronauts were coming to
address a joint session of Congress .Amid showers of ticker-tape, the
people line the streets; the free world was glorying in its own
achievements* The news sp* ashed on the front pages in bold black letters.
But crushed into a small c bumn was the news that 12 Mississippi
Negroes were arrested for a sit-in demonstration protesting the clerk’s
refusal to nrint evidence for the unseating of the five Mississippi
congressmen’ and bail was set at §6,000 for the 12 o Eight hundred and
fifty arrested in Jackson, thrown into jail, beaten, starved, but the
press felt no reaction, relegated to the back pages, squeezed out of
sight, hidden, brushed under the carpet, muted ? hushed*

'But could it ever be shut out of the minds of those who carried
within them the knowledge that because they wer black they had no
place in a society whose image is so important these days* And beneath
the image, beneath the veneer, lie tormented people, people in anguish,
people whose voices are raised to the haunting strains of Shall •'
Overcome”* All this from Washington; Alabama, Mississippi, Virginia,
North and South Carolina, UcSoAo<■

NEESTOW SEEKS FUNDS
TORONTO-Lately there has been an increasing awareness of the

problems faced by Canadians of Indian ancestry - To date, the programs
of the government, the churches, and the various agencies and voluntary
organizations have met with very little success in finding lasting
solutionso

Disturbed by these problems of fellow citizens and frustrated
by the ineffectiveness of the programs tried thus far, Canadian
students met in February at a conference at'the University of Saskatchewan
sponsored by the Canadian Union of Students, Out of this exchange
evolved the Student Neestow Partnership Project., The project is not
officially linked with any organization; however various campus organizat-
ions such as the Student Union for Peace Action and the Student Christian
Movement — and SNCC Canada are giving the project support with
fund-raising, publicity and recruitment.,

Because it will take considerable funds to maintain students in
the field for the summer, to defray the travelling expenses to and from
Saskatchewan, and' to maintain an office in Toronto, Neestow is seeking
financial support, Checks should be made out to the Student Neestow
Partnership Project (Toronto) and sent to SNPP, 2 Bancroft Avenue,
Toronto Neestow student volunteers now are living with Saskatchewan
Indian ' and Metis communities-,
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Page seven LETTER FROM THE KOOTENAYS
BRILLIANT, B.,CM -Life among the Doukhobors is exciting, but one

feels out of touche
_ In a recent letter to Harvey Shepherd, information director for

SHOO Canada, Toronto SNCCer Jim Mayor, currently involved in the
Kootenay of the Student Union for Peace Action, describes some
of his experiences:.

He colls of his participation in a* civil disobedience project
ac one, Bo:narc~-equipped air base at Como* ? on Vancouver Island, as well
as ox ins work an Vancouver and Victoria and in the Kootenay region
of the B.C: interior.

here, wi*ch some slight modifications are some excerpts from
Jim ?s letter? ' ’ ' * *

o o o Things are very, zery exciting here c o At times I
feel somcv.'ixat frustrated here in the Kjotenays, away from the centres
of activity, especially when 'i hear what Ts happening in Mississippi,

is that the more exciting aspects of this project
will probably 'bear fruit later and 1 am concerned about what’s
happening ncw 0

p i c We arrived at Como:; air base and took part in civil
disobedience action., .About 6> people were there; committed civil

o .> ». ”* *.c. * aIcon from Toronto was there and will
probably spend most of the summer' there* A group of about nine •.
co staying , on at Ccnqx to do community work and preparing for another
demonstration Ju;y 1B< This one will bo rather unique for there will
be seminars and speakers on the subject of non-violence at the scene
of the actiono c 3 ? It Is hoped by this to educate'local people and
to build for a larger sit -in near the end of August-

After Corox I went to Victoria (the provincial capital) to talk
to government officials on the Doukhobor problem., We spent some time
in Vancouver, talking to 3Lmma Holt (author of Terror in the Name

tid to Joe Potevinikoff a leader of the Sons of Freedom*
From Vancouver we went to Agassis where there are a fev? hundred
Frecdomites camping near the prison They have been there'since 1963
waiting for the release of their sons and husbands etc* 9 o o

While at Oomox I met a student who is interested in SNCC and
woou.d like to get a group going in Vancouver* He says that there is
a girl in Vahcouter who is also interested as she is a former SNCC
stpfrO L/GtJ.... v v X -S. i. o a •>

We have an office in our village in Ooteshenia (a Doukhobor
c :‘:m -ity in the Koocenays): it is just like Bancroft (the Canadian
SNCC-LUPA head office) with news clippings and propaganda pasted on'
the wall:, c o - Every Tuesday we tinze off from work and go climbing*
Morning begins at ?f>) with bleakfast followed by meditations for
one-half he xr 0 So far we'have only talked to people, trying to get
the feel of the situation: Next week we are having an evaluation' to
see where we go from herer The Doukhobor community has a paper called
Iskra (Spark) and I am writing articles on peace and non-violence,
perhaps also Viet Nam and the Negro revolution-

Jdery interesting things are springing up here- 'Some University
of BoO., students, SUPA-type radicals, are out ' of work, They formed
a committee of Inbox' union leaders, clergymen- business men, etc*, to
fight the job situation and ? get this, the fee increase at UBC. They
are trying to organize community support- o « o It should be worth
while keeping an eye on UBC in the falln

Our village is not far from the site'of the West Kootenay Regional
College which will open in the fall of ‘’opi Listen to what its pres-
ident had to say; nMr.- Campbell noted that the'modern student takes
his world seriously introspect to war and peace, life and death* He
urged students to devexop a capacity to understand the'nature of conflict
noting that Martin Luther Ling, like Gandhi and Christ, had the world
the conf.Licc of ideas without violence ? that conflict can be purposeful
and construct we (Sic.' L.t the :ox ent we are toying with some pretty
wij.d ideas o For example , vre are thinking of approaching him with the
idea of setting up some seminars and classes at this new college on the
subject of peace and non-violence •• ... , -

.L.n addition to tne above ides, re are also thinking of conducting
Freedom Schools in cho Ko ot<.noys next summer -5 One aimo of such a
school would be to experiment with radical ideas of education* 0 . .
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Here, with some slight modifications n are some excerpts from
Jim ?s letter? - ■ •

Tilings are veryn zery exciting here o c At times I
..leel somev.'iiat frustrated here in the Kaotenays ? away from the centres
of activity, especially when T hear v;hat ?s happening in Mississippi,
etc The problem is than the more exciting aspects of this project
will probably 'bear fruit later and 1 am concerned about what’s
happening ncw 0

? • <• L'e arrived at Comox air base and took part in civil
uisooedience action About 6> people ivere there; l±0 committed civil
disobedience- 0 o o Andy Halton from Toronto was there and will
probably spend most of the summer there o A group of about 'nine '.
u staying on at Conox to do community work and preparing for another
demonstrac-ion July ito This one will be rather unique for there will
be seminars and speakers ca the subject of non-violence at the scene
of the_ actiono ; 3 - It is hoped by this to educate " local people and
to build for a larger sit da near the end of August-

After Comox. I.went to Victoria (the provincial capital) to talk
to government officials on the Doukhobor problems We spent some time
in Vancouver, talking to Slmma Holt (author of Terror in the Name

- d to Joe Potevinikoff ; a leader of the’ Sons of Freedom 0
irom Vancouver ;we went to Agassis where there are a few hundred
Frecdomites camping near the prison They have been there ’since 1963
vzaiting for the release of their sons and husbands etc & « e o

While at Oomox I met a student who is interested in SNCC and
wou. d like to get a group going in Vancouver o He says that there is
a girl in Vancouver who is also interested as she is a former SNCC
staff worker <> - ,
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jery interesting things are springing up here- ’Some University

of BoCo students, SUPA-type radicals, are out ' of work. They formed
a committee of labor union leaders, clergymen, business men, etc OJ to
fight the job situation and, get this, the fee increase at UBC. They
are_ trying to organize community support. o □ o It should be worth
while keeping an eye on UBC in the falJ-r;
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In addition vc tne above idee., we are also thinking of conducting
Freedom Schools in uho Kootc nays next summer ■> One aimo of such a
school would be to experiment with radical ideas of education* . . .
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' ROCKY GOES HOME

TRURO. N cSo-A tall, goateed Negro from Toronto arrived here
recently, said hello to his parents, got in a little fishing — and
got busy working on some social change*

Burnley (Rocky) Jones, a Truro native} along with West Indian-
born Denny Grant ? has begun work among Nova Scotia Ts depressed,
discouraged Negroes c

In a brief phone call from Truro to Toronto, Rocky said he has
found living conditions among Nova Scotia Negroes even worse than
he expected And he has encountered a great deal of suspicion and
hostility among thenu

But he is fairly confident he will be able to overcome this by
person-to-person contact, “and he looks to the day his visit will grow
into an important project,

For the time being, he has concetrated on personal contact --
knocking on doors — and on testing some reports of discrimination e

Rocky had a pretty good idea what he Td be getting into.
Years ago he himself, like many other Nova Scotia Negroes, decided'
there was no future for hiqi in the black ghettoes of the Maritimes,
and lit out for Upper Canada o

He was working with computers as an Ontario government employee
last March when hundreds students and others, Rocky among them,
sat down in front of the’UoSo consulate in Toronto to protest
•conditions in Selma, Ala 3

In the weeks that followed, Rocky decided that the SNCC approach
should be taken home to the Maritimes — and that he would do it.

Denny, too, knows of racial discrimination c He was once
expelled from a Bible school on the Prairies when he refused to sign
a pledge that he would not date white girls*

The two did not expect to be greeted as conquering heroes. In
the Nova Scotia Negro, the Maritimer’s suspicion of the outsider is
mixed with the fear of the “whipped man of rocking the boat.

Recently..; Knigslcy Brown, Nova-Scotia-born CBC-TV newsman, told
Toronto Friends of SNCC how he faced showers of stones hurled by Nova
Scotia Negroes while he was filming for a CBC documentary on condition
there*

White students at, one Nova Scotia university responded to news
of the likely arrival ol a. Friends of SNCC team by holding a protest
meeting to demonstrate that they dow’s think Nova Scotia needs outside
agitators-

Like Mr Brown ? Rocky can toll stories of ho*-.: the communities
of Negroes arc . domln ced by a Jew religious and’other officials who
seem bent, above al?, on not stirring things np,>

But Rocky plana- to play community organization in Nova Scotia
as coolly as he played hrs cards' in the all-night poker sessions
at the Toronto apartment he shared with his wife Joan and young
daughter Traci — both of whom have accompanied him east.

His plans will pretty well depend on what he discovers and
thinks as he moves into the community 0

He expects that he ?ll probably spend the summer in Nova
Scotia and then, perhaps, hand things over to some new arrival.

SNCC REMEMBERS
TORONTO -Twer.’sy-nino Toronto Friends of SNCC recently paid

tribute to three civl?. rights workers who were murdered in Mississippi
a year ago.?

The Torontonians stood silently in front of the U.S. consulate
in Toronto to commemorate Mickey Schwerner, Andrew Goodman and James
Chaney whose • odies were found shortly after the beginning of the
1964 summer projects in Mississippi

Those in the Toronto vigil were trying to call attention to the
fact that dangers • . similar to those faced by the three still exist
in Mississippi. The murders are considered to be responsible for much
of the press and government attention which was focused on Mississippi
during the summer of 1964-

This attention probably prevented more murders. The Toronto
demonstrators — like tnose who held memorial services at about the
same time in many other UeSo centres believe that similar attention
must continue this summerc
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INVESTIGATE SLUMS

TORONTO-Several Toronto Friends of SNCC and others, acting as
individuals, are participating in an investigation of housing
conditions in Toronto©

Here one of the workers, Bob McCarthy, tells about it:
By BOB MCCARTHY

In mid-June, Caroline Walker. a young New Democrat and Friends
of SNCC member, initiated a'slum housing project in support of
Toronto Aiderman June Marks c

Mrs« Marks had, in her few months in office, mounted a
vigorous offensive against various v/ell-entrenched and hidden
interests 0

Big apartment builders, slum landlords, and Metro government
manipulate zoning bylaws for the convenience of business men and
speculators, who erect high-rise apartments to be rented by the
middle class 0 The poor and large families in the areas ".flattened ’
scramble for the remaining deteriorating houses they can still afford*

Those naive or blessed with great patience entertain hopes of
placement in the grossly inadequate low-cost public housing our
business-dominated government sees fit to provide o But more than
7,000 disappointed families have applied for this housing, and the
number is soaring despite widespread bitter pessimism ,

The small handful of students assisting Mrs* Marks have tried
to lay bare the extent of a few slumlords’ possessions (and their
wide connections).-, They have attempted to petition and organize
segments of east-central Toronto to effectively protest cockroaches,
bed bugs, fire hazards, high rencs, rats, inadequate everything —
and a dehumanizing system 0

Since Mrs 0 Marks is widely known and trusted, these students’
efforts to integrate themselves with the community have been greatly
facilitated©

Without ramming any ideology down anyone’s throat, the students
have found many conversations drift quite naturally from the • disgusting
conditions extant to the necessary community unity of action, and
relentless demand for a radical shift of power towards the poor, the
crushed, and the dispossessed,-

We hope the basis nas been laid for a vibrant long-term project
by slum-dwelling activists, assisted by outside volunteers from the
YND and SNCC O

COTTON WORKERS ORGANIZE
SHAW , Miss -Mississippi Negro cotton workers are undergoing

severe hardships but meeting with ’some success in their struggle to
better their traditional hard lot.-

The Mississippi Freedom Labor Union was organized here at a
meeting of 45 people last Aprilo Sy early June, it was reported that
more than 1,000 workers in a number of counties in the Mississippi
Delta had ’ 1 walked off their jobo 0

The workers are seeking pay of cpl-25 an hour, as against the
$3 a day they have made traditionally- They are also seeking an end
to other customs in the Mississippi cotton fields —- such as dawn-
to-dark hours and child labor.

Striking cotton workers have in some cases been arrested and
fined on various charges © Most suffered severe economic hardship,
through losing even the pittance they would have made in the cotton
fields©

Striking workers who live on plantations have been thrown off-,
The MFLU was organized and is run by local people - although

SNCC workers and others are helping in every way they can-,
SNCC believes the union is fighting a powerful combination of •

opponents: planters who have conspired to keep the Negro from voting,
indistrialists whose machines threaten the jobs of'cotton workers,
bankers and loan sharks with high interest charges n textile manufact-
urers and merchants who keep prices down, the U„S government which
subsidizes these groups, and the American public which has allowed all
this to happen o

Mrs© Fannie Lou Hamer of the Mississippi Freedom Democratic
Party.has said: ’’What these people (the strikers; are doing is the
most? important thing that has eve?? happened in Mississippi* It’s
something wo’ve all wanted to Jo for a. long timec These are the first
people that have had the guts to do jt,*'
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SMART RACIST ON BENCH

WASHINGTON-Appointment by President Lyndon B. Johnson of J.P.
Coleman, former governor of Mississippi, as a judge on the fifth
federal circuit court of appeals has been denounced by the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party and SNCC® Coleman is lawyer for one of the
Mississippi congressmen the MFDP is trying to unseat and he has a
record as a clever segregationist o In his new post, Coleman could
be dealing with Mississippi’s attempts to evade President Johnson’s
voting billo • . ;

X X X
ATLANTA-3NCG staff member Julian Bond has been elected to the

Georgia state legislature r.. He received about $2 per cent of the vote
— 2,314 votes as against 4 6 for his Negro Republican opponent.
This is the first time a SNCC worker has been elected to such a
position©

CHICAGO-Bitter mass demonstrations and arrests in June followed
the news that Chicago Mayor Richard Daley had reappointed a school
official who has been hostile to the cause of school integration®

X X X
AMERICUS, Ga c-SNGC has asked for pressure to be put on Sumter

County Judge James Smith, who sentenced Robertina Freeman and
Alex Smith to respectively two and five years in reform school,
although a lie-detector test had proved them' innocent e The two
l ~year-< >.1 ds are known to be in the movement© Robertina integrated
the local high school* This law has not been enforced before® The
conviction is being appealed©

PLAIN TALK FROM BELAFONTE
TOROMO-Whenever Harry Belafonte notices a SNCC button in the

South, he wonders whether he is seeing its wearer for the last time.
That is among the things Mir c Belafonte told Torontonians when

he appeared at a fund-raising party given in his honor by SNCC June .
I80

The party netted about 4550 for the work of SNCC in the South®
Mr® .Belafonte told guests that it’s too bad either murders

or celebrities seem to be needed to interest the public in its
human responsibilities c

He described his feelings a year before when national publicity
was being given to the search for three "ivil rights workers later
discovered to have been murdered in Mississippi® '

When two torsos were iiscc vered floating in a river, Mr..
it was ascertained they were not those of. two

of the civil rights worxers. liberals seemed to breathe a sigh of
relief® ‘

Mr® Belafonte had not-, Those torsos had also belonged to human
beings®

told 0.1 a late-night ride through Mississippi in one of two
SNCC cars, when the rear car swerved from time to time to keep pickup
trucks carrying Ku Klux Klansmen from passing the cars and, probably,,
shooting into the car in which Mr.. Belafonte was riding — as Klansmen
were much later to kill Mrs? Viola Liuzzo of Detroit©

Mr® Belafonte said he has talked to President Johnson and other
U®S. administration spokesmen o The difference between their public
pronouncements and their private actions is cruel and tragic, he said®

Mr. Belafonte, who has been a strong supporter of SNCC since the
beginning of the organization, and who is on its advisory committee
recalled a meeting in Washington some years ago of 12 SNCC founders.
Five survive o

The Telegram, a Toronto newspaper, gave considerable prominence
to Mr. Belafonte ?s statement that the Ku Klux Klan is active in
Canada, as well as Great Britain and Sweden®

Among those who helped set up the after-the-show party ’was
Pierre Berton, Toronto- journalist and television personality. Among
the guests was Al Capp, creator of . ‘L’il Abner®

Folksinger Br-am Morrison and a Toronto combo called The Wild
Ones contributed their impressive talents to the evening®
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SNCC BROKE

ATLANTA-SNCC is in desperate financial straits©
The organization is thousands of dollars in debt and at last

report feared it would be unable to meet its subsistence payroll.
SNCC in Atlanta has issued an urgent appeal for money o
It has also urged that organizations and groups be found to

nadopt ” SNCC workers in the Souths That is, a northern or Canadian
group — for instance, a union local or church group — would
undertake to support a specific SNCC worker in the South 0

FUND-RAISING: PROPOSALS
TORON TO-SNCC and Friends of SNCC in Canada now must embark on

the most extensive fund-raising campaign in the history of the
Canadian organization o A list of 14 proposed fund-rasing schemes
has been prepared; suitable for being undertaken' either by the
Canadian SNCC office 5. or Toronto Friends of SNCC ? or both*

At the present * time ? it would be extremely difficult to
describe the entire list , It includes soliciting the drug companies
for drugs and surgical supplies an art auction of the works of top
painters and sculptors in Canada ? sponsorship of a concert at the
Mariposa folk festival; and a massive door-to-door canvass of Toronto
homes in early Sept emb er o

This massive list, or any substantial part of it, will require
a great deal of work both in the SNCC office and outside. ’ It can
only succeed with the help of people in the Toronto group.

The only way fund-raising can succeed is with the assistance of
Friends of SNCC.

FUND -RAIS ING : PR ACTICE
TORONTO-The initials BSS aren’t on anybody’s list of

to-be-remembered radical outfits 'But maybe they should be.
Debbie Guild and Sherry MoSs; two stalwart Toronto Friends of

SNCC, are students at Toronto -s Bishop Strachan School, an institution
which a casual visitor would be unlikely to confuse with, say, a
Mississippi Freedom Schools

This pair were responsible recently for adding more than $70 to
SNCC coffers... The money was raised through a teen-age party at
Toronto’s Dorothy Cameron Art Gallery e

Festivities included folksinger Bram Morrison and rock-and-roll
dancing. The gallery was decorated with huge murals of Beatle-mopped
young men.

The BSS duo who orgai?.:;zed the party would have liked to see a
lot more people on hand. -The parry certainly deserved it©

But stiff upper lip, girls(. Freedom is sometimes a sticky
wicket©

FREEDOM IS ATI ENDLESS MEETING DEPT©
TORONTO-A meeting of the Toronto Friends of SNCC group

Wednesday, July 7p will be of more than routine importance.
A structure 'for the Toronto group is to be decided© The

meeting is at S p om f at the West Indies Federation Club, Brunswick
and College

FREEDOM IS AN INORDINATE EXPENSE DSPTe

SNCC CANADA, 2 BANCROFT AVENUE, TORONTO 5 ONT/iRIO

Jiere is my contribution of c o © to help in the struggle
to bring true democracy/’ to the Southn

Address . © * c. n , 0 o 0 c v r. n o o o o City G 5 © o © .. v © Province •
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SNCC in Atlanta has issued an urgent appeal for money o
It has also urged that organizations and groups be found to

’’adopt TT SNCC workers in the Souths That is, a northern or Canadian
group — for instance  , a union local or church group — would
undertake to support a specific SNCC worker in the South 0

FUND-RAISING: PROPOSALS
TORON TO-SNCC and Friends of SNCC in Canada now must embark on

the most extensive fund-raising campaign in the history of the
Canadian organization  o A list of 14 proposed fund-rasing schemes
has been prepared, suitable for being undertaken  ' either by the
Canadian SNCC office,, or Toronto Friends of SNCC ? or both o

At the present* * time ? it would be extremely difficult to
describe the entire list:, It includes soliciting the drug companies
for drugs and surgical supplies an art auction of the v/orks of td>p
painters and sculptors in Canada., sponsorship of a concert at the
Mariposa folk festival; and a massive door-to-door canvass of Toronto
homes in early September  o

This massive list, or any substantial part of it, will require
a great deal of work both in the SNCC office and outside.’ It can
only succeed with the help of people in the Toronto group.

The only way fund-raising can succeed is with the assistance of
Friends of SNCC.

FUND - RAIS ING : PR ACTICE
TORONTO-The initials BSS aren Tt on anybody’s list of

to-be-remembered radical outfit s o 'But maybe they should be.
Debbie Guild and Sherry MoBs ; two stalwart Toronto Friends of

SNCC, are students at Toronto: s Bishop Strachan School, an institution
which a casual visitor would be unlikely to confuse with, say, a
Mississippi Freedom Schools

This pair were responsible recently for adding more than $70 to
SNCC coffers.. The money was raised through a teen-age party at
Toronto’s Dorothy Cameron Art Galieryp.

Festivities iiicluded folksingei Bram Morrison and rock-and-roll
dancingo The gallery was decorated with huge murals of Beatle-mopped
young men-

The BSS duo who organized the party would have liked to see a
lot more people on hand. 'The parry certainly deserved it.

But stiff upper lip : girls ( Freedom is sometimes a sticky
wicket.

FREEDOM IS AN ENDLESS MEETING DEPT.
TORONTO-A meeting of the Toronto Friends of SNCC group

Wednesday, July 7«? will be of more than routine importance.
A structure  'for the Toronto group is to be decided. The

meeting is at o p nm r at the West Indies Federation Club, Brunswick
and College  o

FREEDOM IS AN INORDINATE EXPENSE DEPT.
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