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JACKSON, Miss,-More than 1,000 civil rights demonstrators have
been imprisoned here since July 1U O

Among them was Robertson Wood, 29., of Toronto, who was released
June 2s- alter j.O days in a concentration-camp-like compound. Paul
Saltzman- 21, of Toronto, was among a group arrested that same day
and Robert Lower, 19, of Rivers Camp, Man., and Toronto, was arrested
the following weekend .

. fAt last report, a federal .judge had handed down an injunction
putting an end to mass arrests and police brutality. The special
-essaon I the Mississippi state legislature which the demonstrators
aad protested had ended.

The situation in general riad calmed dcwn considerably. Most
people had been bailed out of jail c Paul had been released and it
was believed Bob was out of ja. 1 as well. Demonstration continued-,

Here Rob, a member of the SNCC C madian staff, tells his story 0
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HT1.EY COULD KOT CONTROL OUR THOUGHTS-

By ROBERTSON WOOD
JACKSON, Miss ’ Through t ;c hole iii tne coiling ox tne Jacksrn

stockade you could see tne hou blue sky.; 8 metlmes clouds passed over®
They were whj remand far awoy. They neoe part of seme other sky c One
ƴha c did 1-0 c, Dejong to us ini .ec. . Sitting and lying on the concrete

floor winh the fK.es and c '.gave t ';e butts v-c watched 'the patch of sunlight
under the hole moi’e slcwly from n-rnJng into afternoon until it was no
._on ei ciHi Uy* curing the cay tnere was no breeze and the air was still
and heavy, fr smelled of , she over UOO while and Negro male bodies
jailed fo i. p<_ r uicipa cing j-n she Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party
demonstrations in the 10-day period between June it- and June 2b-..

, , , c he (demonstrators were Negroes from ail parts of Mississippi,
v a.t. uo nuj? uhe.'. n n.j. w vc/.Lun veers ? and workers with SNCC and the Council

j’suQj.'oi ceu 0r gamza  c iouw <C>OrO) , an alliance of civil rights groups
in Mississippi,, financed and staffed almost entirely by SNCC.

vi'e v/- _e protesting a special session of the Mississippi state
4-e Fisla uure called oy Governor Paux B«, Johnson to bring the v ting laws
.i.n Mxss '.os.Lpp.’. moie z..c line with chose proposed in the 1969 federal
voting oili. Since Negroes in Mississippi are systematically excluded
irom tne elec coral process those men sitting in the Mississippi
legislature are there illegally and have n? right to draft and pass new
voting laws • And tne MFDP felt that any outward show of liberalizing
voting laws would in reality result in new legal methods for the state
to continue its policy of disenfranchisement of the Negro., Because the
Mississippi Negro has no voj.ee in his government... he muet go into the
streets to be heard.

Across the wire enclosed compound at the state fairgrounds was
the Negro woiaen1 jail, vein to the building we were in/' Both buildings
are J.eng cement block structures with curved roofs < looking very much
like wartime quonseu huts- Ordinal j.ly they are used as exhibition halls o
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1 ,000  • - - J5TE5 IN MISSISSIPPI
JACKSON, Mis s  . . -More thazi 1 ,000 c iv i l  r ights  demons t r a to r s  have

•been Impr i soned  he re  s i nce  July 1U O

Am-ug them. was .Robe r t son  Wood* 29 of To ron to ,  who was r e l ea sed
June 2n a f t e r  10 days  in  a concen t r a t i on -camp- l ike  compound .  Paul
oa l  czman ,  21 , of 1 o romo ,  was among a g roup  a r r e s t ed  t ha t  same day
and Roue rb  Lower ,  19 7 of R ive r s  Camp, Man . ,  and Toron to ,  was a r r e s t ed
the fo l lo iv ing  w’eekend .

l a s t  r epor t ,  a federal judge had handed  down an i n junc t ion
put  c ing  an end uo mass  a r r e s t s  and po l i ce  b ru t a l i t y , .  The spec i a l
s e s s ion  • f uhe Mis s i s s ipp i  s t a t e  l eg i s l a tu re  wh ich  the  demons t r a to r s
nad p ro t e s t ed  had ended .

The s i tuat ion ?n gene ra l  nad ca lmed  dcv/n cons iderably* 'Mos t
pe ->p le  nao been  ba i l ed  ca t  of j a i l  Pau l  had been re leased and i t
was believed Bob was out of ja. 1 as we l l .  Demonstrations con t inued -

Here  Hob- a member  of tne SNCC Canad ian  s t a f f ,  t e ? . l s  h i s  s t o ry  0
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