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POSITION PAPER 
by the Staff of 

the CHICAGO SNCC FREEDOM CENTER: 

The Staff o f t he Chi cago SNC C Freedom Ce n te r has c ome to the 
conclus i on over the pas t few months, that band - aid programs 
will only l ead to SNCC acquiring the reputation of being a 
new small-time NAACP in Chicag: . . The SNCC philosophy demands 
that we come t o grips with the t otal p r ob l em o f ghetto life, 
with the broades t possible front al at tack, a t once. 

The unexamined fact that there are more Negr oes i n Chic ago 
than in the ent ire s tate o f Mi s si ssippi, coupled with the 
data brought out by the Chi cago School Boy cotts, t hat over 
50% o f all g rade schoo l children enrolled in the public school s 
are Negroes , shows cl early the immens ity and scope of the 
problem . In a f ew short years, Negr oes will b e in the maj ority 
in this and othe r Northern ci tie s and yet have as little 
control over thei r l i ve s as the exp l oited Mississ ippi share
cropper. The Negro child in Miss i ssippi at least has fresh 
air a nd enjoys a l oving, c l ose family or community relati on
ship . No t s o the ghetto child in Chi cago . 

The Missis sippi Summer Pr ojec t led tc the MFDP , in which 
local leadership evolved in that state . The pitfalls that 
lie ahead for the s oon t o be enfranchised Mississ ippi Negr o 
have no t as yet been exami ned . The y are he r e in full fo rce 
in Chicago . They mus t be considered in the lig ht of their 
importance to t he whole nat i onal problem. 

Getting the vot e means nothing if by devi ou s means the power 
st ructure c ont a in s an a l mos t majority populat i on , se ts up a 
few Toms to make t h ings look good and then exploit s even 
further the masses of people who are never a llowed to b ecome 
dignified human be i ngs . Several dozen j obs d i sappear h ou rly 
in the Ch i c ago metropolitan a re a due to automation. The 
birth rate in the ghe t t o i s astron omi cal s i nce the politic ians 
and church p eople are stil l a rgueing a b out g i v ing women and 
g irls free access to birth con tro l measures . As the noose 
of segregated housing - sc hools - and jobs increases day by 
day, the only out offered by the g overnmen t ( outs ide the 
phony War on Poverty - the lates t political pork barrel) is 
to have a few hot wars goi n g to increase jobs in the military
machine field , kill off some of the excess population , and 
of course focus attention away from "internal p roblems." 

l 



Position Paper by the St a ff of the Chicago Fr eedom Cente r 
continued : 

As ye t) no Negro mother in Chicago can guarantee that her 
daughter wi l l not grow up to scrub Miss Ann 's toilet bowl 
de s pite savi ngs ac c ounts, homes b ought i n a just - turned 
Negro , ghet t o- t o- be , middle - class neighb orhood, or status 
o f some bourgoise job . The various attacks upon t he 
separ ate bricks in the wa ll o f segregation have not even 
den ted it, as i t i s held together by the mcrtar of the 
p olitical mac hine, and padded by tokenis m, put -o ff commit tees , 
and garbage can-lid human relat i on s groups. 

I t is time to re appraise wh a t SNCC is and what SNCC i s doi ng . 
The time is now , waiting will only streng t hen the hand of 
the enemy :entrenched, sugar - coated segr egation. Have we 
bee n lulled in t o thinking t h a t we are not involved in an al l 
out war? The enemy is n ot wasting time , but i s spending hi s 
mone y on a wide - spread campai gn to insure the st a tus quo 
remains j us t that. SNC C alone has the peop l e with guts a nd 
t he know-how to attack the whole prob lem. SNCC a lone has 
the an s wer if there is eve r to be one . 

The March from Selma t c Montgomery was the modern counter
p a rt of tha t historic opiate of t he people of Roman times, 
the Circus , comple t e with Chri s tj_a n martyrs . .A " B " movie 
sc ript with the good guys, the bad guy s , and right triumph
ing in the end - at least th i s is how it wa s scheduled t o 
appe a r and be swallowed who l e - hog by t he worlds watching 
milli ons . With all thi s planned propagand a it is time we di d 
some c ount e r prop aganda of our own and made Ameri ca look 
i nto the mirror and see that i t r eally isn ' t the f a irest of 
t he m a l l , t he l a nd of t he free and the horne of the br a ve . 

Mill i ons a r e trappe d 1n a li ving de a th as we me e t a nd have 
di s c us s i ons . A very rea l eff or t i s n ow be i ng ma de to sp l i nt e r 
SNC C a nd destroy i t . Do we dar e s top, while t he r e a l probl em 
li e s untouched, the cry ing ne ed of our p eopl e to be free me n ? 

SNCC can take it s small begini ng in Ch i cago, and build now, 
as we did in Mississippi but we cannot a f ford to loose time . 
The es t ablishment is nervous , red-bai tir::g , ::J.nd busy put ting on 
ritual performances. Letc push ~0w for a total con fron t ation ~ 
for the truth . Let those who are Dot a~rcady committed t o a 
project in the South this summer come to Chicago. where the 
pr oblem must ultj_mately be solvr.:.cl, and help do the job we 
set out to cia: "'in t.tnc-cmpr·rY:ni sed total frP'2r or:1 - now for al!_ 
our peoolc,. 



SUMMER 1965 r~OGRAM - CH ICASO C'!!l,"rr·1_,-., ·- '. '.- '- . 

During the pa~~ yP~r, the Chicsgo SNCC Freedom Center has 
been developing a natura l fe l l ow -up to the ~ i ss is sippj 

Summer Project in wh ich the seeds of democracy could be 
fl.lrthe rl tr·an.s_pl.a11te d. f ·rorn t~he rn 1nc}s or r;A:ert l.11 t o meanillg
fu l ex ist anc e . 

Now t ha t we are f i rmly established in thi s Northe rn ghetto 
cc.J1TI1nur1j_ t y· ~') ar1d th.e st a.~ff l~a.s a ccluired a. tt.loroLlgl1 1lnc1er"'stan cJ . .,.,. 
ing o f ho w to deal with local prob l ems and condit i ons, we 
can p roceed with f our b as ic p oints of orientation : 

1 . The War on Po verty exc l udes local part ic ipati on 
in p lannin~ and admini s trat i on . I t is the alan 
o f the Center to de ve lop its own "peoples " 
committee to plan a c rogram for this area, wit h 
li ason betwe en other community groups who wil l 
proceed in the same manne r in the ir respective 
areas . h~'hen the se plans are c.om.pleted ., they wi l l 
be sent direct to Wa shington , with as much pub
lici ty a s possible fo r a Pnblic debate between 
the 1'official" \'TOP gr oup and the real rrpeopl es~' 

i-JOP group. 

2 . The present Housing Program o f the Center i s t o 
be e xpanded and t eams wil l b e a s signed de signated 
areas t o work dur:Lng t he surnm-2 r . Emphasis is en 
building close persona l relationships b eginnin~ 
wit h a steppe d-up door - to-door leafleting 
campaign. ~t is in tended that a variety of 
proposed new means of putting pressure on land 
lords and offici a l agen c i e s to correct condi ti ons 
will be ful l y explored l eaving final deci s ion s 
for ac ti on u to the sp e cific tenant group i n 
each area. 

3. Communi t y Issues ( whi ch are broken down i nto tw o 
c::u"',· - P" "" 'J ~'f'"')) . ...... ·' o · ... '-- .A ~"' • 

A. Direct-action proj e cts will be han~led 
by a team of per s on s who specifi cally 
wi sh to work i n this are a , closely a ided 
by our leg a l advisors . They wil l de velop 
acti on ln three areas: 

a. Action in connection with 
Freedom Center projects . 

b . Action coordinat e d with other 
loc a l civil - rights ~rcuos with 
J oj YJ. t aj _rns 

c. t,c t.:,icn r;_.:,or<Jinated 1·:i ttl SIJCC' in 
cth~~ 1~eas on antional or 
gen0r~l ~j_vil-rights i ss ues . 

") 

) . 



Summer 1965 Pro ~ram - Chic ag o SNC C Freedom Cent er cont inued· 

B . Th e q uasi-s o ci a l act i vitie s o f the 
Cen te r have natur a lly evo lved i 1 thi s 
impoverished area. When people come t o 
us with needs we will first try t o 
edu cat e t h e m to the real causes of t hei r 
specific problems and how this relate s 
to SNC C . Second we will promote self
h e lp rather than forms of charity an d 
r e fer peopl e t o other agencies when thi s 
i s indicated by their needs . 

4. The SNCC Youth Council, which is still in format i on 
will se e k to enlarge this summer and develop pro g r ams 
o f their own as well as workin~ with ongoing S~CC 
Center projects. ~he Youth Council i s made up 
pr i marily of young peopl e aged 16 to 21 who a re 
sc hool drop-out s or have been unab le to adjust to 
the '' syst em " and are ceeking their own ansvrer s t o 
the problems in the i r lives, i . e . police brutali ty . 

4 . 



Since the grass -rooc Neg:r'o hard-- core Ghett o community in 
Chicago is exc l ude d f rom participation in the p lanni ng and 
admi1istration of War On Pover ty programs both through direct 
participation and t hrough having planners and administ r ators 
who are sen s itive and responsive to t he n e eds of these people, 
the SNCC progr am could help fill this void. 

For example the workshop could train a group of people to 
become a committee t o plan a WO P program f or their area . 
Mass meetings , canvassing, etc. could be used as a dialog 
between the comm~nity and the committee (drawn from the 
c ommunity plus others who are sensitive and responsive in 
cases where extreme technical skills are n eeded) in the 
deve lopment of the WOP Proposa l. Th e idea being that only 
through participat i on of the community (meaning common every 
day poor folks ) in the deve l opment o f the program ahd its 
execu tion and in having sens i ti v e , re sp ons ive p l anners a n d 
admin is trat ors can any war win over poverty. 

The SNC C Fr eedom Center would serve both as a meet ing and 
o ffice space f or the c cmmitteP but also as a loc u s of 
d ialogue with the community in the development of the 
proposal . With the op e ning of Al derman Metcal fe ' s WO P 
Opportunity Center i n the a rea, the SNCC Center would serv e 
as a PEOPLES Cen t e r f or WOP Planning (as the first stage.) 
This bears some a~al ogy to the Freedoc Vote in Miss issippi 
... alth o ugh in the initial st age the Center would be what 
those offices in the Loop are .. . planning and r esearch center s 
. .. but in SNCC the people have a voice. 

This campaign should get city -wi de publi ci t y, al th ough the 
SNCC Cente r must concentrate on working in the immediate 
c ommunity . Possibly other groups in the city would be 
interested in doing grass root WOP planning and mobili zi n g 
in their areas . Perhaps a debat e betwee n WOP administrators 
in Chicago and members o f the SNCC Center WOP Planning 
Committee could be h eld. Certain ly we can do a PR job on it , 
especially when we submit our proposal to W&s hington. 

The discussions whi ch the p r eparing of the Proposal wou ld 
cause to take place i n the community might be a step towards 
mass underst anding of the real problems which poor people 
fac e and what their causes and cures are .. . e ven beyond the 
scope of the present WOP . 



The concept of people working out the so l~tio~ to their own 
prob lems would be injected into the community and brought 
oefore the vJOP and the Country. 'The de velopment o f 
sens itive and responsive Negro planners and administrators 
to deal_ with problems of poor Negroes, rather than having 
machi~e h~cks an d oeople from down town and midd le-class 
Negroe s of the type who have escaped fr om poverty and look 
down on the poor, running programs to help people like those 
living near the Cent e r is also a crucial concept to be brought 
foreward . Qualified planners and administrators of the typ e 
describ ed above e xi st but they have been stifled by t he 
machine and they must be found and b ~ought into a program 
where d ialog with the community is in the forefront. 
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HOUSING IN CHICAGO 

In the neighborhood of the SNCC Freedom Cent e r in Chicago 
the census figures shew 2,200 h ous ing unit s dilapidated and 
7,500 more de teriating . Ten thous a nd famailies are living 
in squalor . The City of Ch i c a go Housing Authority p rogram 
cons ists of tearing down old housi ng , pushin~ the tenants i nto 
ano ther a lready overcrowded area , a nd putting up project 
bu ildings at a cost o f $17 , 000 pe r new apartme - t. The f act 
is CHA has t he right to buy and r ehib ilitate existing housing 
b ut has never done s o . At a cost of $2500 to b uy and $5000 
to bring to code stan dards this t o tals $7500 per apartme n t . 
The people in the community would much p refer rehibilitat ed 
h ousin g to the stigma o f pro j ect living , but t he taxp ay ers 
mone y is thrown away t o the tune of $9500 per apartment 
be cause communit y peop le have n o voice in making these 
cle c is:i ons . 

Ano ther interesting f ac t ab ou t existing hous ing is the average 
ren tal is $75 p er mo n th (average for t he entire city ) whil e 
famil y income is a mere $30 00 a ye a r ( ha l f the city average ) 
so our f amilies pay t wi c e as muc h ou t of the ir inadequate 
income s for t h e worst housing in the city . No press ure i s 
put on J~ndlords b y the city to mak e n ecessary rep a irs, or 
even prov i de basic needs like heat a nd hot water. Court 
p r oceed ings drag out fo r years wi th no resul t s . 

The conspiracy o f the r eal estate board and politica l machi n e 
to maintain segregated h ousing allow_irg absentee landlords 
high profits is well known . Segregat ed schoo ls producing 
high sc h ool g raduat e s who c annot read or write evolve a s a 
natural part of thi s system. Despite the mass turnout for 
sc hool boycotts and int ense publ ic outcry over th e years, 
noth ing h a s ever b een improve d . 

There is a direct relati on b e tween the deplorable housing 
conditi ons an d health problems. The density of t he populat 
ion i s onJy eq uall e d in Har lem it mu s t b e remembered . A 
higher percent of Negro children die in t hei r first year in 
Chic a go than in Mississippi, and the mortality rat e for 
Negro adults is from 50 - 400% h i gher than for whit es from 
strokes , heart d es e ase, and can cer. The cj t y of New York for 
example , 3',:>ends six times af:; much per resident on health 
as Chicago. N gro life expectancy is still 7 years shorter 
a n d the hospital shortage is scandelcss . 



Hous i ng i n Chi cago continued : 

As f or parks, recreational facilities, l ibraries, etc., 
agai n t he Ne~ro ghetto dweller i s shortchanged leaving t he 
on l y place for children to play in the streets and empty 
l o ts f illed with tons of broken bottles, garbage and of c ours e 
r a t s . The lake front h a s not been developed as in nearby 
wh ite are as, and a walk across the sole access bridge over 
the outer drive is like mak ing a trip to the city dump. 

Although one of the local Negro aldermen is the Chairman o f 
t he perrna nant City Council Committ e e on Building and Zoning , 
h i s ward is the most flagrant in violations in the c ity . The 
s idewalks are a maze of po-holes , and p a tches . Repairs must 
by law be done voluntarily at a cost to city and owner of 
38¢ per square foot. This is not expensive but it is obvi ous 
our area will get no such repairs . Stree t lighting is all 
but nonexistant and garbage collection is f ar less frequent 
than in orhter ci t y communities. 

I n short, there is no segment of the lives of the resident s 
of this community in which they are not made to s uffer day 
in and day out for the crime of being born with a black skin . 

8 



DIRECT ACTION PROJECTS IN CHICAGO 

When the SNCC Freedom Ce nter opened in Chicago one of its 
~irs t a cts was to reli e ve the off ic e of any respons ibil ity 
fo r direct action projects. 

During August 1965 . the Center provided some guidanc e, and 
a program for the residents of the area of the Dixmore-Harvey 
r i ot s . 

The Center staff furnisRed the logistics for a prolonged 
sc hool boy cott at the Robert Taylor Homes . Freedom schools 
were set up, teachers provided , books, foo d , picket s i g n s 
and manpower were d ispatched to the area . This act ion was 
d one in cooperation with ACT and the tenants group . 

On Jan. 4,5,and 6th several hundred neighborhood residents 
picketed the local police station, marched throughout the 
e n t ire area and attended a large rally arranged by the center 
~ n connection with the death of Richard Gardner . 

Se veral dozen picket lines were held at the local Federal building 
as well as marches through the crowded loop area once with a 
co ffi n protesting the Selma situation . Silent vi ~il s were 
he l d , p r otest meet ings , and the tatcic of sitt ing in in the 
ele\rators of the Fe deral building was very successful. Local 
landlords a nd r eal estate offices have been o ft en picket ed , 
and large g roup s turned out to cooperate with picketing against 
the war in Vi et Nam and the Good Friday march about school 
conditions in conne ct i on with other groups . 

SNCC staff was asked to arrange details f or the Wilson, Jr. 
col le ge and Ch i cago Teachers col lege p i cket about Selma. Thi s 
was a very large group that had never been in any direct acti on 
before . This was done a gain for another g r oup in Harvey about 
condit i on s i n the s chool s . 

At least 25 person s p a rtic ipated i n t he sit - in in front of th e 
White House in Washington from Ch i cago SN CC and man y o thers 
marched from Selma to Montgomery. 

Action projects are continuous with SNCC here in Chicago a n d 
•de are fortunate t') have Jxpe:rt :Legal ndvisors, who spend 
great lengths of time ajriinc our efforts. 



-' 

It is an actual fact that the residents of the comm~nity 
in wh ich t he SNC C Freedom Center is locat ed as a whole 
fee1 that they reside in a ''police s taten where the poli ce 
opera_t e like a concr.JE:TJ_q r, army oc cup ying defeated enemy 
territory . Montgomery i s n ot the only city that uses dogs 
to ''protect 1

' :it s citizens . 

The Mayors Hu~an Relations Commission here as we ll as the 
Police Dep t . I:luman Relations unit ac t only in the capac it y 
o f garbage can lids to help keep th e stink down. Currently 
the local p o lice di s tr i ct s are holding community conferences 
as a part of a public relations d rive to improve the ir 
image . They have not and wil l not re ach a s ingle member 
o f the community outs i de o f a blue-ribb on panel of citizens 
from a business, aoc ial or economic level f ar above the 
average cit i ze n of th e community. They meet and discuss 
- ow to improve relations when their relationship is already 
working in perfect acc o rd. The day to day problems of the 
ma n in the street are to tally j_g norecl . The only !!pro tec tion " 
provided by the police is t o insure the merchant (wh o lives 
outs ide the community) that his money gets safely to the 
bank at n ight 111hen h e licks up . If"pay ine; off 11 so you c an 
continue to s ell dope , run a policy wheel, s ell st olen 
goc d s , o r peddle huma.n f lesh i s "protecti•:m" we s till do 
hav e pleanty o f that. 

The f act is, i t i s doubtfu l if with dil igent searching 
o f months you could find even on e member of thi s c ommunit y 
wh o has not personally experienced police brutality o r 
a t the very l e as t observed his family, friends , and neigh
bors being injustly treated upon numerous occasions . Even 
at the tender age of three , a ghetto child has l earne d t o 
run whe n 11 the cops are cornming ." 

Of a group of y oung teens, that c onsisted of 30 last ye a r 
in our area , only 16 remain . These 16 formed the SNC C 
Youth Council this year . One drowned accidentally, one was 
s.1ot in t he b a c k and killed by a poli ceman in an a l ley and 
12 more are in variou s j ails a nd reform schools for the 
crime o f having no wh e re to go and noth ing to do. 

The case of the youth sho t in the alley , Ri chard Gardner , 
is a good one to e l aborate on . A group of about 12 youths 
aged 17 to ? 4 were on J back porch early last Jan . 4 dancing 
to records_ Three of them left to gc to a friends house 
a couplP of' tml1din[\~-, to tlle east to borrow sorre new reco rds . 
Just prier t,r) this, a 1.JC~an t1<10 doors west phcned the 
oolice to comp~clin abr~t noi~e . The raps r an into the 
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SN CC Youth Council and Pol i ce Bruta li ty co ntinuPd: 

a l ley wi t h their guns out and the youths ran . The first 
cop shot a t one o f t h e y ouths and missed. The se co n d shot 
at Richar d and killed him with a bul l et through his heart . 
At the inquest (blasted by a TV comentat or here as a 
c ompl e te farce) the cap claimed he was investigating a 
burglary in process report at a location 4 hou~es west o f t he 
a~ley and said he had to shoot Richard because t e attacked 
him with what he thou~ht was a gun . In actual fact a s c r ew 
driver was p l anted in Ric hards hand after his death and th is 
was of f ered in eviden c e. If we are to be l ieve the polic e 
version ( which was changed three times) Ri ~hard would have 
traveled over 300 feet with a hole comple t ely through his 
chest and heart from a magnum bul let . The youths on the 
porch were all eye - witnesses but are afraid of police 
retal i ation if they talk . They one s that did go to the 
inq uest have been as well as Ri chards y ounger brother . 
The kil ler cop spen t the night bragging to all and sundry 
nr .just killed a punk . n Hi chard was no punk. He VJas 
employed , had money on his person (which was never found) 
and came from a close fami l y . Teh store f ront church the 
police c l aimed he wa s trying to rob contains only a coup l e 
of dozen fo l d-up chairs. There are ove r 30 such churchs 
in t he area surrounding the site of the k i lling . Richa r d s 
crime was that of being poor and b lack and living in a ghetto . 
The find i ng of the c or oners rubber-stamp jur y wa.s ''justj 
fiable h omi cide . n 

What future lies ahead for the fri e nds of Richar d? No 
jobs or educati on, maybe jo i n the army and get sent to Vi~t 
Nam l ike another community youth who wen t because thi s wa s 
the only "jobn a vailable to him and he wanted to h e lp hi s 
sick father and cripple d sister . He was killed a few short 
wee k s aft er arrival . Maybe these youths can join the Job 
Corps and lear n how t o put out forest fires . That will he l p 
t hem a lot back on 43rd Street . Society as it is now 
s tructured offers no s o luti on to these problems . At 
present what we have is a sort of balance of f e ar. 

Thre~ Chicago hi gh- schoo l principals h a ve c a ll ed the p0lice 
over min or in c i de nts in the past two months and the co p s 
ran t hrough the schools in the bes t e sprit de corps of 
the Naz i S . S . troop8. ''Bet t e r pnt on you r h~=;ad. - r B.g , boy, 
o r your mops go i ng to ge t messed up,n one s t udent was told . 

A visit to our local ~8th Stree t prlice station fudal 
courtroom is a revelatiart . The f r iends and cohorts of 
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SNCC Youth Counc i l and Pol i ce Br~ tal i ~y c~~ t i: .. 

the re i gnin~ Alderman pass in and out as through a 
r e v o l vJ ng d oo r smiling and joking while the more J owel ·• 
ordinary citizens get sent up for long terms f or the most 
minor infractions. Dign i ty and human rights are unheard 
of commc·dities . 

O.W.Wilson has i mproved the po ~1 ce department by moderni zing 
equipment and communications. He has done nothing to wee d 
out the high perc e ntage o f mentally perverted men he send 
into the streets with loaded guns to play with eac h day. 
No psychologi ca l testing i s done, no r are there any 
educationa l standards to get on -the force. For a small 
fee, anyone can be coached to answer the t est corre c tly 
to qualify and this is the very - j ob the sadist will take 
to satisfy his pervers i on. 

We cannot stand by and see this evil continue to perpetua t e 
itself daily with no recourse available. Picketing 
the police is covered by a n ews blackout of course, and 
Wilson denies brutality exists . The communit y must be 
allowed to make t he de c ision for itself concerning wh o 
they want to protect them and how they want to be protect ed 
and then their de c i s ion must b e put into p r·ac tice. 



--

Ea r ly Chr]_stmas morning, at least one bitter and cJ. L:;j_ llL,c.,:L cJ~,:' ~ 

man decided he could not f ace his little ones emptyhanded when 
they awoke . The fa c t that there was not going t o be a Chri s t mas 
dinne r either, because he had no money, was preying on hi s min d . 
Sle eple ss, he hit the streets . 

He had borrowed 
sati on had lor.g 
only three days 
• +- • .. • l nves vJ.ga ..; lon . 

from all his friends, his unemployment comp en 
ago run out , the job at the Post Office l a s ted 
and of course the Welfare was holding an 
He ha d nowhere to turn. 

The laughing celebrating people he passed along his lonely 
way did not give him a second glance . He wa~; ,just anothe r guy 
wi th a twisted ug ly look on his face . Near 42nd Street he 
paus ed at the SNCC Freedom Center window where gayly de c ora ted 
tree s and a few presents stared back a t him . 

"Why can't my kids have a tree, some toys, and a decent meal 
f or Christmas,;, he t hought . nwhat kind of a world is thi s 
anyhow? n It was the n the c ompul sion struck him. Straigh t to 
the rear of the center he marched; not caring at this point 
wat the consequences might be . With a demented determinat ion 
he tore off two heavy wire grills and broke through the rear 
wi ndow. 

I nside he found some pop c orn , candy , app le s and home - bake d 
cookies unbel ievably lPft behind by the 77 dhildre n who 
ce lebrated with a pa r ty and a movi e on the life of Frederic 
Douglas s evera l hours be fore . Some of this he ate in his 
hunger and the rest , along with a few gift s set aside for t he 
ch i l dren who had not been able to attend he placed in a bag . 

Again he paused He had broken into the cent e r a nd st o l en some 
small items fo r wh i ch he could be caught and sent to jai l and 
ye t his kids would not even ha ve a decent meal . ~n a blind 
r age he turned over t~e nearest desk, spilling pape r s, phones, 
supplies a l l eve r the f l oo r . He then d i s c ove re d a n electr ic 
typewri ter i nsid e and another s mall portable en ano t her desk 
where popcorn had been made earl ier . The s e he could sell for 
cash. Pas si ng th r ough the br oken '1Jindow, he d i sappea-red 
nameless into the ni[ht with hi0 heavy bur don and heavi er 
conscience. 

The Center needed thos~ type~riters very 
r emain nameless, we kno,,i .he w:-2s hur<vr,'j. 
world J. s this anyhow~ 

ili .ll c ~1 ' 1J ~i. t 
\'J ha C 1< lnd 

let him 
cf a 

., . ., 



POEMS b f ELOISE CLARK: 

THE BOTTON 

If you wer e on the bottom, and I was on the top 
Then all this evil mess would soon have to stop 
If half our government was run by colored folks 
Then all the niggers in the South c ould go to town and vo t e . 
We wouldn't have to live in fear of jealousy and hat e 
Decause iie ' d have our c ivi l right~3 in our c o untry a n d our :·:;tate 
There wouldn't be no ADC or charity or relief -
Then someday we ' d have a chance to live our lives in peace. 
They hate us more than all the people that are on the earth 
They never spare no mercy and count us for our worth 
When will they ever get down to the bottom of this mess 
Because we're getting tired and I think we need a rest. 

IT COULD ' DA BEEN YOU 

If you were black and I wa s white 
Then you'd see what it was like 
Because my skin is dark and my hair is nappy 
And some of your folks could ' da b(::en my pappy 
Now we all know that this is true 
Who mixed us up, it could'da been you 
They call us nigger, is that our name 
With half white babie s , well, a in 1 t that a s hame 
Some of us are black and so near whit e 
You gettin outa your ra ce now that ain't right 
If you hate us s o bad then let me tell yo u brother 
You wouldn't get no where if a nigg er was your mother . 

WHO DID - YOU DID 

You d rug us through the stree t and hung us by the neck 
You beat us wi t h your clubs and made our life a wreck 
The re is a little g roup down South they call the Ku Klux Klan 
The y tell me that they are the baddest people in all the land 
They bomb ed a church in Birmingham s omewhere you know 
And took the lives of little kids, its time f or them to blow 
I tell you o f another thing way down in Mississippi 
About a boy named Emmett Till now i s n't it a pi t y 
Those c i vil rights workers were killed and h id away 
Nobody knows who did it but we'll fi nd out someday 
The land of the free and the home o f t he brave 
Set us niggers free or di~ your own grave 
You d id l. t ; You d j_ d 1 t , You .-:1. jrl t h :i. s to me 
J\ n d God i s v, o i r' p, t o fix v o u , , i '.l s t :v o u wait and see . 
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