Student Fonv:olent Coordinating Committee -- 100 Fifth Avenue, New York, K. Y,

SPECIAL REPORT ON ALABAMA

White Reglstered Hegro Reglstered

Residents White Voters FHResidents Negro Voters
Dalles County 23,952 3,463 32,687 ,
Lowndes County 2,987 2,31k 12,436 0
Perry County 5,943 3,006 11,415 289
Wilecox County b, 143 2,97h 1k, 598 0

The counties listed above (N. Y, Herald Tribune statistics) are among 19 located
in Alsbama's Black Belt, an almost exelusively rural area which remesins one of
the most poverty-stricken in the nation., Wegroes, however, are held in poverty
by job discrimination and lack of education, 65% of the Negroes living in this
arsa hold ferm or unskilled Jobs; 67% have less than a sixth grade educetion.
SNCC begen its work "~ this area in Selma, the seat of Dallas County, during The
fall of 1962, On Ociober 8, 1963, SNCC held a "Freedom Day" (mass attempt to
register to vote) in Selma, FBI agaents took notes while Sheriff Jim Clark's mem
beat and arrested two SNCC workers taking food and drink to Negrees vaiting in
line to register. This was one of many incidents during the summer and fall of
1963 in whiech SNOC voter registration workers were arrested or besten, Yet there
are ample statutes and laws which provide that abridging the right to vote or
intimidating those who seek it is a crime, and that immediste arrests may be made
(under Sections 3052 and 3053 of Title 1B, U. S. Codes) when a violation occcurs
in the prescnce of a federal officer, To date (February 10, 1965), nc such
arregts have been made,

The government has attacked discrimination and intimidation in Dalias County

with individual county voting suits., In April 1961 a suit was filed against

the Dallas County registrar. In June 1963 & suit was filed against Sheriff Clark
and other county officials, On January 15, 1965, the Justice Department filed

suit sgainst the state, charging that its new voter registration test was too
difficult and discriminated against would-be Negro voters, In ncarby Parry Coun’
the Justice Department has been successful in cbtaining a federal voting "refer: ,"
However, between November 3 and December 18, 196k, the referce registered only

2 of the 61 Negroes who applisd., The Justice Department has challenged his rulings.

The events of January-February 1965 in Selma and Marion (Perry County) illustrate
the need for speedier federal action. On January 17, SNCC Chelrman John "ewis
initiated an intensified voter registration drive at a mass metting.,

Dr. Martin Luther King (SCIC) and his staff arrived on Janviry 18, That day,

500 Negroes marched to the courthouse lod by Dr. Hing and John Lewls, In the
following days, over 3500 urrests took place ss :undreds of Negroes, including
students, teachers and businessmen, demonstrated for the vote. Those arrested
include John Lewis, SNCC Alabasma Project Director Johm Love, and other SNCC
workers, both white and Negro, Jall conditions at Camp Selma have been reported
as atrocious: over 350 men crowded into a cell approximately 1B' by 50°;
prisoners given one mesl a day consisting of bread and a few peas; a larges number
of women prisoners compelled to drink out of the same tub of water; many 111 {rom
sleeping on damp conerete floors, During this perlod SNCC and SCLC workers, as
well as local people, were also attacked and beaten,

On Februesry 9, SNCC's Executive Secrelery, James Forman, and Dr, King met with
Attorney General Nicholas Katzenbech and Vice-President Hubert Humphrey; Dr,
King alsc saw President Johmson. New federal legislation was promised.

The next day spproximately 165 Negro youngsters conducting & silent protest
demonstration were driven on & forced mereh cut Into the comntryside around
Selma by Sherlff Clerk's poese, wielding night sticks and using electric cattle
prodders repeatedly. John Lewis issued a statement which concluded: "This is
but one more exsmple of the inhuman, animal-like treatment of the Negro people
of Selma, Alabema. This netion has always come to the ald of people in foreign
lends who are grippsd in & reign of ftyranny. Can it do less now for the people
of Sslmat"

WHAT YOU CaN DO:

1) [xpress your concern and convey demands for sct! ~ to your Congressman.
Work with schbive politiecal clubs in your community omn thi, 1issue. Roeguest that
additional Congressmen and public officials visit the Alebama aresas to obtain
firgt-hand information and lend support. #Ask for a federal invegtigation into
the lack of compliance with the public asccomodations section of the Civil Rights
Eot, (Call for s Congressional investigstion of Jall conditions., Demand that
FRI agents stationed in Almbama sxercise their right of arrest under statutes
indicated sbove. (ovar)




2) Pler fesonstrations or rallies, possibly around federal buildings in your
ares ] _ srioa9 of prominent pecple {a the commmity tc send telezrams of
protes., =lease text to prese; get them to call upon federal officiels

Feopls cull the pupers and TV svatlions dally to ask about eyverts in
= 5 GBS To fnsure contlnued coverage

iroulate the information contalned in this report 4o your organizations
aba, 5y worz-of-mouth or by lssulog your own leaflet, Photos of events in
Alabama can be obbained from SRCC headguarters (6 Raymond Street, Atlants 1k, Ga.)

SUCC DRMONSTRATIONS AT THE FEDERAL BUILDING, N.Y.C. ON FEB, 4-5 amD 8, 1965

On Thwrsday, Februsry 4, at 3 p.m., a delegation of 9 SHCC staff workers met by
agpointmant with V. L. Broderick, Assistant U. S. Attorney for the Southernm
Distriot of Mew York. They conveyed a prepared statement requesting fedaral
aation im Alsbama sz followe: (1) Iropping of charges against and immedinmte
releass of yrismers arrssted for voter registration activity; (2) Dispatch of
non-gegregetionist federal registrare to Alabama; (3) Federal prosecution of
Sheriff Jim Clark: (&) Piling of addi{tional federal suits, under the 195k Ciwil
Rlghts Ant.

The delegation asked that Mr. Broderick, as chief federal representative in

New York City, trensmit its concern and demands to the Preaident, He refused %o
do so antil the group had left. The group remainsd sitting in the outer office
mtil ap:'-rm At eiy 4:40 p.m. when Mr. Eroderick retwned and said he hsd trans-
mitted the atatoment fo a Mr. I-nn";r‘cr in the Department of Justice. Mr, Broderick

referrall o '_'~-: Progident s atatement of shat afternoon thet sll fmericars should
be "incienas e Bhat ha i"l“f.:'-'-_'"ﬂf:?.'j uo g=2 that voting rights were sscur=d [onr
all ~ivizans, . Erpdarick alse refearred o several existing fedsral injumetlions
and ' gourh o re, The dslagation declaras that thsoy wanted assurance of more
ponierate e more immediats federsl astion. No further pssurances ware forthe-
coming #nd The group wes eakad o leava They refused and wera dragged from the

office and =lected from the bullding by federal marshalls who siruck and kicked
membars of She growp, bhounced them off the floor, stepped deliberately on hands
anpd necks.

On Fridsy, Februwsry 5, &t & p.m., & picket line was formed outside the Federal
Bullding, aponsorsd by SNCC, together with the Harlem Parents Committee and the
City-Wide Com=ittea for Integrated Suhools, who wished to demonstrate their
support of the Alabama struggle. At about 4:45 p.m., & group of SKCC staff
pembers and sopporters walked up the central staircase to the Federal Building
(all othar steps hed been iced) at & normal pace in single file — not "a flying
wadge" «= wilh a new statement reiterating the demand for assurances ot prompt
and gpecific federal action, The group was refused entry., They were driven back
down the wiailrs, but some managed to regain the top. While standing there,
Merion Baryy of the New York Office was struck with a closad fist by one marghall,
The marshalls wore no bedges and refuged to shov identification.

At spproximately 5:15, another group of 7 walked from the picket line in single
file halfwey uwp the gteps, A marshall shouted, "Let's get them," and the group
wvas charged by mavrshalls who dragged, shoved, and kicked the group dowa the gtairs,
The SWCC group hung on to the ra:le and resisted being driven down the stairs,

but did aot etrike the marghalle. BNCC staffer Cliff Vaughe shouted reniedery
that ne eaes ahould raise a hand ageingt the marshells. The marshalls ue=d
hammerlocks, iried %o gouge eyes, delfversd kioks in the kidpeys, and used
finger=beriing. There was & meles of flalling arme and falling bodies as

people trled 4o medntain thely balances on the ateps -- but in no semge a "battle.”

Eght merehalle seiged WYU studemt Larry Shields and dragged him fngide the Foderal
Bulldivg, They tock him to a room in the basement and later released him, Shields
states tial be was beaten snd kicked: he now has five stitohes in his head, &
broken noss snd sar-Aru,

When SNCO learned of digtorted reports of the incident by AP and other medis, it
immediata’ly lesasd a gorreciive statewent whioch was mot publighed, BSHCCU also
sent o protes® agalngt the marshalls’ Lrutality to Attormsy General Nicholaws
Knteamiiast,

O Merndiuy, Folruary 8, two delegationeg of SHCC mupporters callsd upon the

U, 8, Avteumey Yo protest the mershalle’ copduct and demend action in Alabeus,
Ope comulrtsl of pepresetatives of the legal and medical professiorns and the
elergr; the other of members of the Misglosippl Project Parents Committee,
They were commheoualy receiwed by the Attorney and his colleagues,
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