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HOKE NORRIS-----

Critic·· 
At-Large 

Todl\Y I present • horror scory with n bappy ending. of 
IIOIU. It Is mid by John Henryl'lillll! In "Fear on l'ri>l" (Simao 
and Schu,ttt, S6.SO), a book about hi, exp•ri•oces afler h• 
- blacklisted out of radio and tclcvi,ion by a combin\111011 
of knavery and cOwa-rdi-co. It will. of co11nt1 be compared 
here and thoro to Kafka', "Ttinl." The comp:lli.!on is apt. 
Knb's h•ro never - wha1 the chargi:s aplnst him were; 
Paulk le:uned,whAt Ille cb11tgos again<I him were only becall.l• 
be-wot de1ermin<d to find out. 

The story bcgios wh•o Faulk, 1 popular radlo and u:livmon 
en.tertt:.int't' from Tc-,ta5- took the lead in his union, the 
Amcocan Fedtratlon of 1eltv1sion and Radio Artists, apin,i. 
an outfit caUed AW ,-.RE Irtc., which 11p<:chlllzed 1n infonnlog 
the r,etworb of the so-callcJ Commuoist or prc>-Commoo.ist 
bent of tl:>elr performers. dlrec1on. producen. writers and 
technician,, In T-cbruary, 1956, AWARE pt1blbbed a 1,uTictin 
in which hulk wo; ai:cus.d of vmous s,U,ptorm of fidelity 
to lb.• Communis1S and their line. Otheu bad buckled benealb 
•ucl> an attack. Fllilll: ch"'!• ID reshL With Lou!., Nlzor .. his 
eoun>e~ he !nod r.uit in Ju..., 1956, apin<I AWARE and 
two individu.aJs. 

The IIOl'r)' stnry appears in tho pre-lrlal cuminatlon, ot 
w1tnme< and in the 1es'<limooy al the trill, when it finally 
b<,aan in Aµn1, I 962. Faulk had meanwWle lost all hls ralh<r 
sizable tel<!vlslon and radio inoomc: he hrul gone- home co 
Austi11, T•~ .. and organiud an advertisina and pablk: rellltlolll 
firm in an .Ucmpt co make a livint (the rum never did. prm.­
per). It DOW appeattd 1hat 1htte wa, a blacklist lbllt operstod 
in a rather odd way. Tb• notw0rb ("mcluding CBS, for which 
r .. ulk worked) 1ubmil1<d 10 AWARE tl)c namea or lt:1 pro-
1Pll«ive pcrfonnen aad prog,am 11tal'fl; AW AJtE n,plied 
wilb either approval or disaru,roval, according u it prQfesscd 
10 find or nOI to (Ind what It judzcd co be Jled hlinu; • veto 
by AWAR.l! y,,n, all lhe necwom needed to fire• pcrfonncr 
or decline to employ blm (and the victim was not told tho 
rca,on). Even st:11chands were i11<luded-•n the momben 
of erowd ... _veo children (one ctn1d of 8 w .. not em­
ployed becallltl btt tamer W31 judgedrl$1:y). 

Hall-Truths And Innuendo 
IN FAULK:S CASE, AWARE was DOI asked to approve 

CIC diD,ppro,.., Jdm rm- ·~ OD. I program: It gatui­
loUlly isrucd ia clw'ges, obv!oudy b-.Cao5e of bb opposition 
to ha methods and pnotlcos, lt turned out that tho AW AR£ 
opecifleatloM ,..,. a compound or b•lf-trulh, Wltr\llh, lnnu-

endo and C.bticotioo, Thoy ai:c11>ed Faulk o( being in places 
he- wa1 never in, or tupJ)Qrtln.g cautff be nrm _rueported, ()f 
commiu.lng •cu be o<'·cr oommincd. On sueh d.lsmll "facts.'" 
it seemed, he was condemntd, as othcn were on tho ume 
b811,, to profenlooal limbo. 

Ibo major fabrlcat<>rs of tho cbaraes and the furor -. 
tbc rwo dof<odanu in l'aulk's suit, Vincent Hamett of 
AW ARE nod Laurence Johmon, a ""'althy grocer from 
Syracuse, N.Y., who (with the help of bui American Legioii 
pon) ooruluctcd • veruleua or har..,.,,.nt and boycoll against 
the sponsor~ <1f Faulk"• show. Johmoo died just u N12er wu 
making bi• addnss to lhe jury, in June, but oevetlhclcu th• 
jury awarded .hulk Sl,000,000 in c!Mnages apinst John900'6 
estate. It also g••• him SJ ,2'0,000 in damal"' apinu 
AWARE and Sl,250,000 agall\it R.ame11 

An appcllau, coon rcdW!ed 1hc, total co SSS0,000, and of 
lhi1 Faulk may collect only a mall pUt. Johoaoo's estate 
tumod out to be far 1 ... th&n Qpected; lhe miterahle Harnett 
.never did &ave.money, and AWARE, Faul.It rOJ1(111s, "bu jtJ.tt 
about cea!Od to function." Faul~ accomplished bis purpa,1&­
a PWJ>OSO the nctwork..l and tbc spoosoo miaht ha•• ad»eved 
yun before with • dltplay of the courage !hot they ahoulil 
have pOSsesscd, but obviously did not. 

The System's Faults 
FAULK DO-ES NOT- he miaht have--quostlan the 

sy>tem that ga,·c the Harncu• and the Jobnso11> the power that 
they wif1dcd with iueh uo-Amcrkho re,\JIL'C:. That qi1t:cro 
delivers LDto lhc SPOD50(s bonds the compl<te control of tbc 
1>rogram he is 0 spo050Ciag." lt:s inequit.ies uc evident. its 
conM,quences often di!a.11trous: The commercial should never 
llold IUCh pqwer over the arts; the Faulks are aol•& to surter 
owt aod over apln unless there 11 radical reform in the 
broadcwm1 indu!U')I. In brOlldtasUn&, the division between 
advertising and content mould be a, &harp as ii is iD our 
periodicah: The adveniser buy1 only !be advertising. not the 
editorial contcnL I.et the advertiser hove his "'commerci.als. .. 
but keep the utht forevct r:rec from the timiditlos and the 
fears of 1be l,Tcwm, tho bakers and the purveyotJ of potr0-
leum and soap and dgareia. 

PctbaP3 Faulk dldnol attaek the system~- "'°"l'JIPOIU 
It. That is hi• btaineu. Hi• iinaJ W1U'.lling i, lho business of all 
o! u1, "We lake to tbink that the beydliy Qf McCanhyiso>--iJ 
over. And h ls true that tho alr is cl~ng ,omewb&L Bui 
despite 1bit, and despite Ille decisive viotory in n,y cue. tho 
p<1iion of that dark era still runs through the la.ad. Tt iJ 
embodied in lhc many ,roperpatril>lll and tho daunl ot Hlf­
•Pf'Oinled visllante outfin tbnt still nourish. Indeed. Ibo chief 
sbkld and sword of all $U<h groups, the chief ~• of lho 
poi>on Ibey peddle. •its in W11$hington !Oday, ,tin tolCRted by 
the Americ•o people and supported by tboir IU money, 
litrbll'Ck Cills It the oldest floatina crap game in the OOWJtty, 
the Hou,e Un-American Activi1lcs Comminoe. So km1 u 
tbc HUAC and its oottrit of camp followers have the P""'°' 
1Uld the vk:lousncss to dc:stroy the reputation and • .,..,.. of 
dtJuru, who have done notbing more than exucJ,a their 
riJllts co question end doub~ lb._ poisoD will condlllll to 
plAJ!Ue and sick cu. our society. , .• Tb~ habit of l<eepinJ qulot 
iJ ,till OD Ill. BJ1ckliJtin1 aoo on.• 
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