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•LATOR 

FIGHT "BACKLASH" 
RUSTIN'S SPEECH TO THE 

PACKINGHOUSE WORKERS 
CORE has recei ved permission to reprint 
the speech nnde by Mr. Bayard Rustin at 
the Conventi on of The United Pack ing
house) food & Allied Workers in M:lyJ 
!964. Because of limita tions of space 
we have had to cut thi s speech . All de
letions are indicated by 3dots . I n or
der to preserve contex t ) we have insert
ed a few words. All words inserted or 
changed by us appear in brackets . 

0" CIVIL RIGHTS 

. .. I want to go back to tn e foundin g of 
thi s country , becau se there has never been 
a moment in America's history tnat th e 
white people nave not been in se ri ous and 
deep trou ble over an unan swer ed qu estion . 
Tnat ques tion has been, from 1776 until 
today, what do we do with tne Negro. 

. . .. As a child in school I was taught 
tnat the American Declaration of Indepen
dence.was a great and noble document. It 
i s a good docum ent but one could not des
c r ibe tnat as nobl e which got us into a 
moral trap from tne beginning; for the 
foundin g father s were talking aJout a ll 
men being c'r ea t ed equa l , but they meant 
white men only .. .. 

TH £ UN M SWEKH! QU EST I ON 

••. We permit (ted] two economic systems 
t o develop in this country which ultima t e
ly nas to wa r, one upon the oti1er . .\n d th e 
reason there were two economic systems it 
that one which developed in the South was 
built on sl.ilvery; the one which was built 
in th e North was built on fr ee lauor. 

B A y A R D f~ u s T I N 

There for e , we l ost mor e Am eri can mer , 
~hite men: in th e ruos t sense l ess war ~e
tween br other s in thi s country; but that 
war ::;prang from the f act tn a t one o f tne se 
economic systems was oui lt on s l avery .... 

[Then.) in 1 876 one man [ v.as] e l ec t ed 
Pres ident o f th e United St a tes , bu t, be
cause he woul d no t promL; e t o keep til e 
Negro in a ne.1 s lav e ry, t hey s t o l e tla~ 

elec ti on fr om ~im a nd gave it t o ~notner 
man . 

[i\nd agai1il you nave •Yorl d Wa r I in \':itica 
·every available man L~1as~ neeJeu to :ief cuu 
the nation, out ~~egroes who .ve r e willii1g 
to defend tne nation (nadJ to fi gnt for 
tne rignt to die; and the boys in t he 
NAACP s pent a year in .va shingt on befor e 
Negroes· could lo s e tiJe ir blood t o de f enJ 
th e nation. (~'-'NT , !=l0 ) 
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PRESSURE ON 

POLICE 

PAYS OFF 
• il e changes wrought by CORE's attack 

on Ch ief Parker's bastion of bigotry s how 
c l early that even the LAPD can be ·forc ed 
to modify its behavior by subjecting it 
to publicity . Look at the evidence. 

One of the all time high record hol ders 
for citizens complaints was promoted to 
sergeant last year. At some expense to 
Constitutiona l principles, he had made 
an unus ually high arrest record and every 
boss l oves an average raiser. But this 
yea r , two days before he finished his 
probationary period as a sergeant, h e was . 
broken without explanation . There have 
s ince been more di sc iplinary proceedings, 
including a Board of Rights trial, on 
charges unrelated to tne complaints. 
Nobody admits that the Police pepartment 
is throwing this officer to the wolv es 
to pro t ect itself from the Civil Rights 
Movement, but then, that is the way Chief 
Parker's bureaucracy operates. · 

Another s i gnifi cant sy11ptom was the 
s udden disappearance of all the Birchite 

· propaganda from the official bulletin · 
boards in the police s tations. A forty 
foot lon g bulletin board in the Police 
Admini stration building downtown 1V3 S lit
erally s tuffed with such sage advi ce as 
" stop commUNism" "Impeach Earl Warren" 
"Is the Civil Rights Struggle a Prelude 
to Class Conflict Khrus hch ev Style?" "30 
Tea chers , Se x Deviates, Cl eared by State 
Board! ". And s uddenly it was all gone. 
No bang. No whimper. Just gone. 

The Leader himself s till keeps ranting 
about "Subversive e lements, be n t on the 
destruction of the existin g s ocial order 
. . . detractors of the police establi sh · 
men t (who) seized upon the cry of •police 
brutality' as their most effective tool." 
But even Parker knows when the time has 
come to s tart covering his tracks and to 
begin building the imag e of nondiscrimin-
atory poli c e protection. It has bee n 
some tim e s ince he has allowed himself 
the luxury of referring in public to a 
group of local citi z ens as "not far r e 
mo ved from wild Indian tribes in the hills 
o f Mexi co." 

True, CORE's demand that Parker re sign 

the los Angeles CORE-Iator 
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has not y et r esulted i n his r es i gnation on 
but Parker's scramble to protect hi s j ob 
has result ed i n much of the sub s tance of 
r eform being accomplished . 

VOTE 
PROPOSITION 14. 
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A LETTER TO LIBERALS 
After walking many picket lines and 

hearing , you, as you pass me with a smile, 
say, "I admireyour courage". after talk
ing with many good citizens who "believe 
wholeheartedly in this civil rights move
ment", and after negotiating with employ
ers who are "with us all the way", I have 
almost reached the r eg r et table conclusi on 
that our enemy i s not the bigot. 

We in the North are faced with t he lib 
eral - not only the white liberal but the 
black li be r al a s well: th e man wh o is d e 
vote d to justice pr ovided it comes about 
in an orderly fashi on. 

We i n CORE are admonished daily about 
what ha rm we are doing to the "Neg r o im
age" and t o t h e "civil rights image". I 
say I've had my fill o f images . Our coun
try i s in dir e need of reality . We have 
mou t hed words so l ong that t h ey no longer 
have any meaning . We have begun to f ee l 
that if we say or think the righ t thing, 
then it is so; then we are "good people" . 

You who sit at home and watch us bein g 
carr ied into poli c e vans -if you applaud 
us i n the privacy of your home, you f eel 
you are a great supporte r of our movement. 
And y ou who sit at home and look down your 
noses at our "undignifi ed behavior" and 
wonder aloudtoeac.h other. "What do they 
a ccomplish?" -you f eel y ou are the real
i s ts wit h bet ter solutions . You too fe el 
y ou are on the side of justice. 

Have we really come to this? Have we be 
come a nation of people so flaccid, . so 

conscienceless that' we permit o.urselves 
a seat in fieaven by virtue of flowery 
words? lords are no longe r e nough ! 

Until you black liberal s leave your 
ghettos and sacrifice your false security 
for the painful reality , until you white 
libe ral s wo rk t o make r oom on your s treet 
for the Negro and fa ce your hidd en bigot ry. 
un ti l you ar e walking on pi c ket lines , 
working for i n tegrated schoo ls. un til t hen 
don't tell me about your "mo ral suppo r t" 
o r your "kind heartR" or "good int enti on s " . 

We are inundat ed by them. We are 1 n f es 
ted with laws that are not en fo r ced, with 
words that have no backing. I tak e part 
in ac ts of civil disobedien ce t hat wi 11 
end in my arrest. I wi sh I could say I go 
into t hem wi t h b ope, with a f ee ling of 
faith t hat this will brin g y ou around to 
the urgency of t he pro bl em. With weary 
h eart I admit t o you , this is not the case. 
I wi 11 be ar r ested because 11 i t h so f ew o f 
u s fighting we must make s acrifi ce s t hat 
a re noisy and pa i nful - h opi ng t hat we will 
be seen. We in CORE wan t peace and orde r 
too; but justice can only be ach i eved by 
peace ful and ord erly mean s when t h e multi
tudes join together. Don' t tell me abo ut 
inconveniencing "innocent peopl e". If i n 
this day and age you are an "innocen t" 
while t his fight rages, then you , my 
friend, are a "liberal" and are s upport
ing discriminat ion. 

SELMA SUSSKIND 
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HOUSING VICTORY 
FOR STATE 

COLLEGE CORE 
Under the pressure of daily picketing_ 

and threatened with a massive demonstra
tion at bis inauguration, Pres ident Frank
lin A. Johnson of California State Co llege 
at Los Angeles s igned a "fair housing" 
u;ree•ent with the college's CORE chanter 
(CSCLA CORE) , on May 13. 

CSCLA maintains a fil e for the purpose 
of bringing together landlords and pro
s pective s tudent tenants. CORE felt that 
this fil e was not being admini s tered in 
an effective way with regard t o deterring 
rach.l or religious discrimination' ·on the 
part of landlords . The policy of the St"ate, 
according to the Governor's Code of Fair · · 
Practices, i s that no State agency shall 
becomea party to any plan, arrangement , 
o r agreem ent whe,reby discrimination is 
furth e r e d. If dis crimination is found, 
tha t St at e agency i s r equired to in s titute 
s us t a ined, c omprehens i-ve r emedi a l meas 
ures . 

Fin ding th a t di s crimiuation did indeed 
e xi s t, CSCLA CORE, i n De cembe r of 1963, 
present ed a ::;e ri es of corrective pr oposals 
t o the school admini s tra tion . Th e l!.ey pro
posal was th a t th e admini s tration · re
quire th e s ignin g of a non-di s crimination 
po li cy sta t e ment by l a nd l ords wi s hing t o 
use tn e fil e . It was point ed out t ha t 
UCLA, the Unive r sit y of Ca liforni a at 
Berk e l ey, and othe r colleges an d unive r
s ities a lrea dy do th is . nut t he admin
i s tration turned t his down, s ayin g that 
they we r e not s t a f f ed t o enfor ce s uc h a 
policy . 

Ar guin g tnat it was a lr eady tnei r r e
spon::;i bility to administer and enfor ce 
s uch a IJolicy, COI:l~ began daily pic keting 
of the admin i s tration on April 3 with more 
than 100 s t udent s and f acu lty members par
ticipating. The r e was daily act i vity with 
ove rwhelming facu l t y ::;uppor t f r oru t hat 
time unt il v ictory . In the face of t h r eat 
e ned mass i ve pi cketing of hi s ~ ay 15 in
a uguration , Co ll ege Pr es i dent Fr an k A. 
Johnson a cceded t o COR;:;: ' s demands. 

Direct ac t ion was s ure ly the vi c t or 
her e ! 

MI SS ISSIPPI FUND 

ON OcTosE ~ 11 , 1964 , THE~ E 
WILL BE ~ TEST IM O NI~L O INNE~ FO~ 

D ICK G ~ EGO ~Y. WE SO LI C IT Y O U~ 

P~ RT I C I P ATI ON I N THI S A F F~I~o 

DICK G R EGO ~Y, ~ S YOU KN OW, I S 

R ENO WNED I N THE ENTE RTAIN ME NT 

WO RLD AN D ~ L E A OE ~ 

R I GH T S MO VEMEN T. 

IN THE CIVIL 

th4t Los Angeles CORE-Iator 

IT WOULD BE OU~ PLE~SU~E TO 

H~VE YOU SH~~E THI$ HONO~EO 

OCC~SION WITH US. 
JOIN US AT THE MOULIN ROUGE 

6230 SuNSET BLvo. 

(sOCI~L HOU~ 5:30 TO 6:30) 
TICKETS FO~ THI~ OCC~SION WI~L 

BE ~S FOLLOWS: ADMISSION $10.00 
PE~ PE~SONo T~BLES OF HONOR WILL 

BE RESERVED . FOR S PONSORS ($1 5 . 00 
PER PERSON). 

G~OUPS THAI PURCHASE TICKETS 
IN LOTS OF TEN 0~ MORE WILL HAVE 

RESE~VEO TABLES. 

DuE TO THE LIMITED AMOUNT OF 

TICKETS, YOU SHOULD PL~CE YOU~ 

ORDERS AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. 

AVAILABLE AT THE CORE OFFICE 

ONLYo 

ALL PROCEED S WILL GO TO 

0 ORt I s M I s s I s s I p p I F u N 0 • 

R.W.Huse~~o 

FINANCI~L C oo~DIN~To~ 

A LETTER FROM THE MEMBERSHIP 

COMMITTEE C HAI RMAN 

DEAR F ELLOW COR E UEMB E RS , 
THER E I S R E ~LLY ONLY ONE WAY 

YOU C ~N BEGIN TO BECO ME AN EFF ECT 

IV E COR E M EMB E~ , WITH ~ N UN D E ~

S T~N D ING ~ NO ~ PP ~ EC I ~ TI ON FO R THE 

P ROBL EMS T H~T T HE ORG ~ N IZ ~ TIO N 

F~CES . 

T H ~T W ~ Y BE G I NS WIT H THE 

S INGL E S TEP OF YOUR COMP L ETING 

T HE THR E E O ~J ENTATI ON LECT U ~ Es . 

Fo ~ Y OU ~ CON V EN I E NCE , TH E OcT 

O S E ~ coRE c ~ LENDAR TH ~ T 1s sE I NG 

M~IL ED T O YOU R HO ME H ~ S THI S 

MONTH 1 S L ECTU ~ ES E NC I~ C L E Do 

C OM P LETION O F THE SE L ECT URES 

I S NECE SS~~y B E F O ~ E YOU CAN BE 

~N ~ C TIV E M EMB E ~ EN TITLE D T O 

VOT E ~N O T~K E P ~~T IN D IR EC TING 

CORE ' s P ~OGR~M. 

I LO OK F O ~W~~ D T O TH E P L EASU RE 

OF M~KING YOUR ~C QU ~IN TAN CE SO ME

~IM E ~T TH E COR E OF F ICE bu ~ING THE 

CO MING MON T HS . 
R EM~IN VE~Y T R ULY YOUR S , 

D ICK Moo ~ E , CH ~I~M~N 

MEMB E ~ S H I P CO MMITT EE 
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CONTRIBUTIONS WANTED 

THE SO UTHE~N C ALI~O~N I A COR E

LATO~, A~TE~ A SHO ~T DELAYt IS 

~INALLY PUB LI SHING ITS SECO ND 

I SSUE . IT IS OU~ ~E~VENT HOPE 

'THAT WE WILL BE ABLE TO AVOID 

ANY MO~E SEVEN MONTH DELAYS IN 

PUBLISHING OU~ 11 MONTH L Y11 NEWS

PAP E ~ • 

WE WILL B~ING YOU BOTH NEWS 

~EPO~T S ON CORE P~OJECTS ~~OM 

ALL 0 ~ THE SQUTHE ~N CALI ~ORNIA 

CHAPTERS AND ANALYTICAL A~TICAL S 

E XPLORING THE PHILOSOPHY ~NO 

TACTICS 0~ THE NON-VIOLENT, . 
' DI~E C T ACTION, CIVIL ~IGHIS -

MOVEMENT WRITTEN BY PEOPLE 

ACTIVELY ENGAGED IN THAT 

MOVEMENT. 

WE E~NE STLY SO LICIT YOU~ 

CON TRIB UT I ONS . You~ IDEA S , 

OPINIONS AND C~ITICISMS WILL 

MAKE THI S A WO~THWHI LE PUB LI

CATION. T HIS I S YOU~ NEW S 

PAPE~. US E IT! 

A TELEPHONE CALL TO THE LA 
CORE o~~ I CE (DU . 9- 4444) WILL 

PUT YOU IN TOUCH WITH THE 

ED ITO~ IAL COMMITTEE. 
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BIPCt! 

BUY CORE BUnONS AND 
BUMP-ER STICKERS! 

BUY CORE BUTTONS AND 
BUMPER STICKERS! 

BUY CORE BUnONS AND 
BUMPER STICKERS! 

NO MISSISSIPPI 
HERE! 

FIGHT SEGREGAftON 
FIGHT THE HATE AMENDMENT 

VOTE NO ON 14 
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RUSTIN ... 
.CONT. ~ROM P. l 

IH DE EPlST TROUBLE 
I t ell you these tnings, my friends, be

cause it is not the Negro who is in deep
es t trouble, it is the nation. It i s the 
nation because that same sy s tem, the s ame 
poli tical system, has produced f or all of 
u s a mon s trous condition. 

Now, if there is any white person here 
who believes in medicar e for people.ove r 
65, i s he aware that he cannot get that 
medicare for his mother until the civil 
rights revolution is won? 

If there is anyone here who i .s in a poor 
school district where tile federal govern
ment should be giving millions of dollars . 
to nelp children live in and understand 
an indu s trial, mecnanized, automatea soc
i e t y; i s that same man aware that so long 
as tn e !.>ixiecrats control the Senate, ~hich 
i s to say they con trol it because ~egroes 
cannot vote, tb e.se men will not give ... 
federal aid to school children of i.:issis 
sippi and Alabama , Nllite children first 
of all , ~bo need oetter education .... 

Those are the men in our Senate who are 
anti-Catholic, and anti-Jewish." anti-!G
oor, anti-Negro, and who .ue opposed to 
all social in surance s for white s ; but their 
power deri ves from the economic ana social 
position of the American Negro. 

:~y definition and by r.~athematics, more 
wil ite peop l e a re in trouble until this 
problem i s so lved than Negroes , because, 
the r e are simply more of tnem. 

TIH~ c ivil ri gh ts r evoluti on, therefore, 
i s not mer ely for the upl ift of th e Ameri
c an Neg ro because the American Ne gr o can
not be uplifted unl ess the entire s ocie t y 
i s uplifte d. aie c.1nnot find worl.. when there 
i s no t i ork. Th er e f or e , t uere mus t be wor k 
f or a ll or he wi ll not ge t it . 

The r e f or e , t11 e c ivil rights r evolution 
1 s a r e volt again s t the con trudicti ons of 
tui s soci e ty . ... 

The Negro people a r e attempt ing t o c om e 
into the tota l Am e ricun ci tizen sh ip in a 
period o f automation, of a decliqing econ
omy, and thi s make s a profound diffe r ence . 

The us e of machines means that the Negro 
i s facing not on ly discrimination and seg
r egation·. but machines .... 

Th ere are twi ce as many young Negroe s 
on th e s treet now because we were l ate 
comers . We didn't have skill s , ana tne 
machine has crippled us; but the machine 
i s also c rippling the trade union move
ment .... 

:l ow, t 11e integr:1tion of progressive for
ces i s needed. That is to say tile l abor 
unions, th e churches, t he minority groups, 
t.to<> intP.llectuals and the poor. 

the los Angeles CORE-Iator 

Not the Negroes alone, nor labor a lone, 
nor the poor alone, but these groups, to
_gether, must find a political program a
round which tbey can wrap themselves to 
deal with the contradictions in this so
ciety, and the rights of minorities in
c luding the Negro. 

This i s necessary if we merely look for 
a moment at a· couple of interes ting items. 
... [With regard to the voting right s of 
Negroes in the SouttU ; >~~e can no longer 
afford, in the United States of America 
in 19t1, a one-party syst em to exist which 
brutalizes more white people in Missis
sippi than it does Negroes . 

It must be swept away in order that de
mocracy sh a ll exist in ~lississippi; for 
until true democracy exists there, there 
cannot be the kind of economic competition 
which will mean that that lalld can be lif
ted into its own. 

What is the meaning, under the circum
stances, of the passage of the Civil Rights 
Bill? Gov. Wallace [knew] very well what 
he [was) doing, going up and down the coun
try trying to defeat the bill. 

But, friends, do not believe that Mr . 
lYall ace [was] · fundamentally interested in 
defeating that bill to harm Negr oes. That 
(was]not his objective. 

He want[edj t~ defeat tnat bill because 
to pass that bill, to create clot~re for 
the firs t time since 1908 in the senate, 
[meant] the beginning of the end of the 
oligarchy in Alabama and Mississippi wllich 
has brutalized both white and black . 

... The wnite people of the south never 
truly have had an opportunity to do wnat 
they nooestly want to do because of these 
political oligarchies. 

... [weJ should r ealize that the aboli-

tionist movement did not begin in Massa 
chusetts . The a bolitionis t movem ent began 
in Georgia and south Carolina wh ere whites 
originally want ed th e Negr oes free , be
cause they were like you - they did n ot 
want t o have to work and ma ke a miserable 
living be s ide s l ave ry . 

... At the end of the civil war a gr oup 
of white and Negr o workers almos t created 
a r evolut ion in t he s outh; and . . . it took 
the power of se ve r a l southern . s tat es t o 
br eak that int e rracial l abor movement. 

Now, I come to a ve ry important question 
which many white people have. Tney s ay t o 
rue, "Mr. Rustin, why a r e ~ e groes out in 
the s treets? ,fhy are they s tirring things 
up? .. . " 

I wan t to remind [you] that from th e De
ginning of our hi s t or y most progressive 
social action began in the s tree t s and not 
in legislatures, and the reason for thi s 
was very s imple. 

USE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE!!! 
VOTE NO ON BIGOTRY!!! 

VOTE NO ON 14 ! I! 
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LAW AHD COMMUNITY 
Law does not precede community. Law is 

only useful whe re there is a community 
spi rit to enforce it; and where the legis
lat.ure does ·not act, and will not act, 
Americans have always gone into the street. 

That little thin g . that took place in 
Bost oa, that began our history., was not 
a group of Bostonians s itting in a room 
talking about h ow bad King George was . 

They marched into the streets. They took 
this t ea and they dumped it into Boston 
Harbor. 

In 1935 they passed th e Wagn e r Act which 
should have given the labor movement the 
opportunity to fl ower overn i gh t . Did it? 
It did not. What di d it take? 

I t t ook 1937, f or I can remember, the 
.·sit-down s trikes, the taking over of fac
tories. Then, and on ly t hen, when t he mas
s es of laboring people had gone into t he 
street s , did the Wagner Act have meaning . 

Let us take the ri ght of women to vote . 
I can scarcely r emember thi s, but I do 
know that my grandmoth er was one of th em. 

She chained herself t o the Whit e House . 
She went with women a nd l ay in the Wnite 
Hou se on vi si ting days. 

HOW WOMEN WON THE VOTE 
Th ese women wer e a rrest ed and beat en and 

dragged to jail, but they c r eat ed the com 
munity o f spirit which made it poss ible 
for women to vote in thi s country. 

I ask you if this h as happened with l a 
bor, if i .t has happened with the ri ghts 
of women to vot e, if it happened with our 
found ing fathers, · will no t Negroes now be 
called supe r-Ameri cans i>ecaus e th ey go 
into the streets to fight for democr acy. 

Now, l es t th ere be con f us ion, I wou ld 
like to outline al r eady what we Negr oes 
going into th e s treet has meant for Am er 
ica - has meant for white peopl e in Amer
ica, not only in mor a l ter ms but in ve ry 
concrete political t e rms , what the move 
ment of Negroes in the st r eet has alre-ady 
. contributed .... 

What I know is that t>y Negroes going 
into the s treets in Ame ri ca we ha ve anti
cipated the Pope, we have made an Ec Uioeni
c al movement here. 

Protestants , Ca tholic s and J ews, for the 
fir s t time in Amer.i can h i s tory, (move<IJ 
t oge th e r to Washington i:l. round the Civil 
Rights Bill - mor e P.rot est ants, Catho lics 
and Jewi sh r e ligious leade r s than labor 
leaders . 

The fact that th e Negr o mo vemen t has put 
them in motion means t.ua t , if the r e e ver 
came an assault on 1 abor in til i s country, 
th ey are now prepared by the hau i t of mov
ing, t o go out to defend labo r and tn e 
poor . . .. [and] i t i s the moveme nt o f th e 
Negr o poor who have begun wha t I nope will 
be a great and migh t y war on poverty. 

(Then) i n 1960, when McCarthyism Wi:l.S so 
tight that not a s tudent on the American 
Qampus da r ed t o have a politica l de bate . 
wh en th e Negr o st uden t s i n .North Carolina 
s tart ed s it-ins, by the powe r of t heir 
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WOULD YOU WA"-- T YOUR 
"Df-::IUGI-ITER TO MAR.R Y 

A 51-\0RTY? 
5UPPORI 5EGREGATION 

WALT MIDDLE_SlZEI SM 
deeds a na pe r sona liti es, they fo r ced white 
s tudents in almost e ve r y college t u or
gan i ze politically on t he campus. 

There fore, I s<~.y tnat the Ne ;;ro mo ve 
ment saved the Ameri can campus from the 
de a tii- of t.lcCarthy ism . 

You hea r of the r ent s trikes in New York . 
. .. Do you know th e true mea11in g o f the 
r ent strike ? The Negr o movement thr f' Jgh 
the r ent s trihe i s forcin g tne cour'~ o J 
this coun t r y t o put into l aw t ha t huma1 
ri ghts are s upe r io r t o property xi ght s . 

... [ FinallyJ we are liv ing 1dtn a l fi th 
Century school sys t em in wh ich most o f 
your chi ldren are not being educat eo to 
live in an age of aut omation. 

Th e Negro pr opl e i nte r ested i n i ntegr a 
ti on . .. discove r e d tnat tney could no t 
move mer e l y for in tegr ation , t hey nud to 
mo ve for quality schoo 1 s. [Tnere f ore J if 
a nd when we get qua lity school s in this 
na tion, . . . you may t hank tn e Negr o move 
ment in th e str eet s for mak i ng your pr ob
l em cl ear. 

A CLEARE:R PI CTURE 
Now, I nave t old y ou what I t hinK ;/egr o 

r e v olt has meant . I woul d like now to pass 
on to a mo r e import an t po int. 
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Jlhen the Negro struggle was purely 1nl 
the South and fundamentally about public 
accommodations. the problem was very s1a
ple - Montgomery about the right to ride 
in a bus; the sit-ins about the right to 
eat; then the freedom riders about the 
r ight to ride from place to place ... . 

When the revolt mo ved to the Nor~h. and 
the Negro people attacked the problems of 
jobs, schoo l s, housing, they were no lon
ger dealing with something which Negroes 
alone can win; becau se we do not have the 
economic and political s trength; because 
if .vou touch hoosing, jobs and schools you 
are u·ltimately having to get these millions 
and !J illions of dollars from Congress. 
You cannot mere.ly sit in the street or 
climb a c rane to achieve this . 

Therefore, when the revolution moved 
t~o these three fundamental things for which 
the Negro alone did not have s uffici ent 

.po~rer (for any 20 Negroes can integrate a 
restaurant in the South if they are pre 
pared to go to jail _over and over again). 
they found they cannot get work or houses. 
or they cannot integrate schools , unless 
tne trade union movement and the churches 
and others come to their aid. 

EXPLAIN TO ALL 

Therefore, I appeal to you, profoundly 
and deeply, to join the movement; to come 
into it; to s tand up to people who do not 
understand; to explain to them what truly 
i s happening, that it is thei r ci1ild - not 
bl ack children - first their own children 
who are bein g c rippled. 

Now . if tni s does not happen I would 
like to tell you what I think i s going to 
hap:>en t o l abor. When men do not have work 
they are se ldom int er es t ed in principles. 
. . . More and more poor whites a nd poor 
Negr oes will come out agains t e verything 
that the trade union movement stands for. · 
unless the trade union movemen t is pre
par ed t o emb r ace tnem. 

You will find them coming out for right
t o -work laws . You will find them coming 
out for open snop . You will find them com
ing out aga in s t :;eniority. not i:>ecause 
they believe in oppos ing it", i.Jut because 
they are s o desperate with out worK. 

That' s wuat you a nd I can fight together. 
Al one we cannot fight .... 

What we need a nd what we mus t ha ve now 
i s blach me n, whiteruenand brown men who 
r ecogni ze that there i s no freedom for any 
man . no dignity for any man unless he has 
a job and can s upport himself. 

Therefore, I propose t o you a ... pro
gram. 

Numter one: s ince private · industry in 
thi s cou ntry ei tue r cannot, o r will not, 
put all men bacR to work, we mus t insist 
that the government, the public sector of 
t il i s economy, uec ome an employer , anu that 
any man who wants t o work ought to have 
it. 
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Number two: not one of your sons , dear 
friends, not one of them, not a single 
mother's son today in the United States 
knows what to plan and train for in the 
face of auto•ation. 

Practically all the young people in 
school today who learn to be typi s t s will 
not be needed as typists by their junior 
year in high school, so somebody scratches 
his head and says we will make medical 
technicians out of them. 

But then we discover toat four year s 
from now we won't need any more medical 
technicians. it is all being automat ed. 
... until there is planning in this eco
nomy we cannot know what t o train young 
p·eopl e for, and we must ins i s t tnat there 
be olanning, 

Number three: we must nave a public works 
·program which involves bi llions of dollars 
in orde r to put people back to work now, 
not next week, 'hQt a week from next Thurs
ct~cy. 

People s ay to me. "Mr. Rustin. what are 
you going to do with the Negroes who come 
out of Mississippi , Geor gia and Al abama? 
They are 30 years of age, 40 year s of age, 
they have three children. and they na ve 
a tnird grade education . " 

I know preci se ly wnat we can do with 
them, we can put them to work building 
roads, scnool s , hospitals , parks and num
bers of other things .... 

SPIRITUAL REVOLT 

Let me conclude llY saying, my friends , 
that the actually unique thing about the 
c ivil rights revolt i s s piritual. 

Wnere e l se in the hi sto ry of these Uni
ted States have you found a leade r sh ip 
which urges on th e people non - violence? 
1ihere th e re are dogs, cattl e pr ods. fire 
hoses , churches bombed, chi l dr en ki ll ed 
i n cnurch, andyet every res pons ibl e Negro 
l eade r says to tne Negro peop le, "Do not 
r e turn evil for evil, turn tne other cheek. 
It i s hard f or you t o do, but you must do 
it becau se we are not here t o make war on 
white people; we are ultimately to live 
in peace with tlrem." 

Sure. you can ha ve a Mau Ma u in Kenya 
because a ll tne ~riti sh are going home 
anynow . You can get away with it. In Al
geria you can drive th e Frencn out .v ith 
guns. beca use you are a majority and they 
are a minority ; but in t his country tn e 
black man is a minority. 

gut the people who be lieve in progress 
and good and justice in tl\e tr ade uni on 
movement , i n t}¥ churches. amongst <the 
intellectua l s , amongst the poor- it i s our 
grasping their hands tha t ma>.es us a part 
of tne maj ority f o r progress and good will. 

I. tnerefore. have pledged an d vledgeu 
again that although I may be arrested 23 
times more -put on a chain gang again - I 
hope that Almighty God will make it pos
sible f or me honestly to s ay I would not 
want to ha rm one hair of one nead of one 
white person , for I am dedicated n ot t o 
injury. but to overcoming injury w itn de
cency. 
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