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I have Ulilst read the pamphl.ef :repar~d' . s the Committee For Justice In Civil 
Ri?'tts Cases titled "The San Francisco Civil Rights Trials. I f'ound it to be very interesti 
a~d_ informa~iv~.: Jhe,re i,s,.~)1OVt;~ver,. ,on,e .c:r;itic.i-sm that I woul.d like to mak&.; ~~:illDx ~:iJSx_lf;t~~~xm,[" .' '~. .... . I:,·. ~_.'-i_, '~L_ ~- ~ 

c:r-:» 'TT}'") ~~;.",; ,.: ,- ~,lJli!~~*'t"'t"~eK~XlI'~JIIIl!lXUmI~~aa. 
Thii:i is . your :brt:pilica-fion that' thEf thtdltE( that' you describe are limited 'to 'S.F'. This 
i~ .p;Qt J~u~. l~u ~a~~ th:~r .: ~ .'.:,. ~n; ;~n",fr'1:q?iscq", .}~ere .: ,h,as~ occur-ad a series of unprecedented '. 
and appalll.ng 1njust1ces." It lS true tbatthhe ·trJ.al were an alJ )al5..nO' inju tice 'but this 
unjusti_ce was not unpr-ecedented, Frankly the civil rights t.r i al.s that took lace in 
Los Angeles this year were worse .:t{\~n" ,thQse. ;in. ,S.F. 
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. 'r- .' ": • .•. •.. :', t j '", t·. {C,:~ i-;. ""'.. :: (" • • 
, In. t e past 12 'el0\~~h:.s., :.th~re 1::3.,ve h~eXh 7,. ?l.,f.fer.,apt: .. arre~ts ar-as i ng out of c i vil right 
demoas tr-at.i ons in L.~. (.t .. n.s ispot lppl.uch g :the 300 ,~rre ts,~n Torrance last year); these 
7.arre ta invo:lr:v;_~ 1J;.:p~~Di'e'i. , •. ;.;. >',~ .: '::,' = . _:,:' "." . 

,,0.:,; .•• ' .-;. .._"'! . ;:f~(-- :,HoJI ;':)'f: ..-i. ~ -._ '; .•..•. 

,Bail~'~~~',rIio3t o,fl'tf1~,~e' ar~'e:sts' \VaS iix~~ ?:t"·$S50. '~v~~rer{t1:;h: ~al? es ecial1y unju t 
in the case '81"l"h,obe persons who were' ailrea~y' out oil 'two'J other" $S'Sb . 'iil~(' ecause the 
purpos e:~'2!-- )~a,B_~is. _~~T~i~Sl~re . ~re.,.enc_e. in cour t, Bf4;· ~!.1:O,s.e, (.~i:!,,? ~~-e;'"~lf-; a~:l~'pJ.l t on other ail 
and who 'have hit<3\ a erl·,ec.t 'prevf.ous e r ee oad of -appearance's' sh'etilEl' 'have' aLower- bail. 
Be that as it may most of the 1 ail onds were set at $550, unlike S.F. there was no 

, I~~ ••. s:t:~ong ,a'ld .ge,~eral p~blj_c protest," to force any pnaJ'!lge iri·tbisrpoliey~ ,y(eil'effl,:..pf 
':coaF~e""'denied;.~ i,nd:iv1.-dual t:d_q.ls. Li ke you ~. we'~ ere,. in most cases,-"forced1 tOA 
e resent dud. tr the trials, some of which lasted as long as 6 weeks. 

Unl:tke S.F. in the intire history of the L.A. c i v;LI right,S movment there has 
Never, Ever, 'been ~:Negr0 'O!l a ~~yil rights jury •. The _ r-osecut.t.on has always uaed it 
ehallen es to remove Negroes. :rn one of our cases' the defendants vowed to use all of 
there. ~5 p,9,a1.)ep~e~. to .: 1(ry t.o f0f<?~, t\1e pr~s~cutor: ~o-al~CJW:. fi!. .~egro on th.e.Aury:. The - 
Vot D1ef'.<·of' ~hat: t:r;l...al: .lasted 4- weeks. OVer.)OO . .r9spect1ve' jurors. were cal.Led, ever 
30 Negros were removed ~y the prosecution. The defend2nts failed, they were tried by an . 
All Whi.te jury. Prosecutors have Lnvormed some :tiI1f of the defendants that if tl1ey allowed 
a Neg~o on. a civ:il" rig.bits jury that they would be fired, In the .r-eccrd of m~'!lY' of the tri Is 
l\)efense1 COl,1~elJ has 'charg~d systematic exc'Lus Lori of negroes from the :jury, the .. r.osecution 
*as'-never rp.ad~f fly denf.a'L, I1t me repeat,we have never ;had a neg'ro' j~r0r i~ Lo~ At?!l';eles 
-couhty sit on •. ~a eivil--rights trial and this inclHdes the 300' arrests in ToIT?pce. \! 

As if S.F. the prejudiced behavior by the cou ts lias aspal Ln • I will only chrordc'Le 
one instance although the:t:e were many others. In one trj..al.before judge Holaday:til 6 of the 
defendants, althou h they'were free on bail, were marched into court, in full Hew of 
~O pr-o spec t.Lve juror, handcuffed and chained together in a line. The court refused to 
declare a mistrial or give any instructions to the jury about the incident. The defe rlant 
had to ~i.t t~rou;~~:'·:, 0 t.>·:G? tna~-,,~ay Ci?~a.i:qed r::~,ogethe,r whil'~::Jn:;~;5hb~~iIiI~xm 
"Lmpar-t.Lal," Jur&.~sJ 'eft.ng selected.:, :' ;'.,/' - ... ·-:,,-::C. .! .:', (' 
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As if S.F,.,l:"'the· jud-ges ·in-·n.A.' ,'ave Lncons Lst.and and: ...tarieci. ruling to the juries. 
We also had differant rulings on reeedure and evidence ly each judge, the m.?jority of 
them b ad I might adele We h ve not had y our roblem, of retrials. e have never had a 
jun jury. We have never hCi;d:B;n-a.:qait,>:.>l e) .. ther.,'1~e'have' never had any verdict other then 
,uilty. - -. 

Like S.F. the sent-ences that·. We hava-r-ec i.eveq hav= heen varied. 'The lowest has been 
3 dar in jail. Many ve re g iven- ~ent~nces of 4 {ilonth:~ end a few of 6 month- however-a' 30 
sentences have 'been a' out. aver-az e , AS 'I under-st-and it the two S.F. judqe:::o who g' ve':6ut 
sentences of 6 -r-ont.hs or over \'fere hath froni Southern Calif. on loan to S.l" •. 'Ine sentences 
given to tohose who nlead NOLO were also 1000f8r then those' who . lean Lnnoce t. 

There has een 8. var-Le ty of charues placed aga-i, s t denons t.r-a tors here, di~,!,urQ:!-n'" the 
eace , ti'fO ki ds of tresspass (602:-6,.?a..nd 602-J), fire ord!\nance prohibiting s t.andd.ng an an 
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.'t ~~) ,t~'~ 'I 
Tha.nk You 

aisl, ma1ish'ous Ifrischiev, fa~se Lnprd.sonraent., 'blQcki:rlf; a driveway, "1isde,eanor 
and interfearing with an Officer. 

at tory, 

i r";-r.}·;! ao: ';(1 J 

.The r-easo th .t I have written a 1. of th' s ts to sho r that what has '-'een 
on in S.F.,is not unique, it is, in fact, g'ing on allover the 
h~q '~iJIl;ilia ,re...~.ri_~~s jrrn.; '"theiLm.. }tr.i~~. (', f 7'~_ • 

goin~ 
has 

t) '::,~~! ~- .f:, : il~~r 1 
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