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[Letter from Bruce Hartford to Ad-Hoc Committee in S.F. Bay Area, undated (probably October 1964]

I have just read the pamphlet »remared by the Committee For Justice In Civil
Rights Cases titled "The San Francisco Civil Rights Trials. I found it to be very interesti
and informative, There isy _however, one eriticism that T would like to nmake. Xemmsaymthmomx
xhﬂmunisxanﬁlit-mptmxmdrxnuauamnmmxnxhxikexnt!iixmxghﬂunnmm:nmnmanﬂﬁmﬂuzl&tknxhzmtniitl
This is your imelication that the things that you describe are lim#ted to S.F. This
is nat true. You say that ¥...in San Fran01qco, there has: occured a series of unprecedented
and appalling 1nju3t1ceé." Tt is true thattthe trizls were an apralinz injustice bhut this
unjustice was not unprecedented., Frankly the civil rights trials that took place in
Los Angeles this year were worse then those in S.F.

In the past 12 Moans thérnuhlve 1;epnﬂ.'{'ﬁ‘dw.f‘ﬂ".al'rant arrests arisineg out of civil righte
demomstrations in IL.A. (twls is not including ‘the 300 arrests in Torrance last year), these
7 arreste involved 73 H”Cﬁle.i :

Bail’ on most of” these arrests was fixed at $550. We felt th1e was especially unjust
in the dase of those persons who were aklready out on two other 455D bails because the
purpose-of bail is to imsure pregence n .court and. tlo-ae wno are:already out on cother bail
and who have had a perfect previouse recoed of apmearances should have a lower bail,

Be that as it may most of the “,il bonds were set at $550, unlike S.F. there was ne
"...strong and gemeral public protest," to force any chanze in this policy, We were, of
course denied individual trials. Like you wwxmxwsxm we were, in most cases, forced to

he present during the trials, some of which lasted as lonz as 6 weeks,

Unlike S.F. in the intire history of the L.A. ¢ivil rights mowvment there has
Never, Ever, heen a Negre on a civil rights jury. The srosecution has always used it
challenzes to remcve Negroes, In one of our eases the defendants vowed to use all of
there 85 challenges to try to force the prosecutor to sllow a Negro on the jury. The
Vot Dier of that trial lasted L weeks, Over 300 prospective’ jurors were called, cver
30 Nezros were removed by the prosecution, The defend-nts failed, they were tried oy an
A1l Wnite jury. Prosecutors have invormed some k¥®m of the defendants that if they allowed |
a Negro oh a civil rishts jury that they would be fired, In the record of many of the trials
Defense Consel has charged systematic exclusion of négroes from the jury, the orosecution
has never made any denial, Let me repeat,we have never had a negro jurer in Los Anseles
county sit on a eivil rivhts trial and this includes the 300 arrests in Torrance,

As if S.F. the prejudiced behavior by the courts was anpaling. T will only chrenicle
one instance although there were many others. In one trial before judge Holaday ki 6 of the
defendants, although they were free on bail, were marched inte court, in full fiew of
80 prosrtective juror, hsndeuffed and chained together in 2 line. The court refused teo
declare a mistrial or give any instructicns to the jury ebout the incident, The defendants
had to sit through most f that day chained torpther whlle an Rmmulttﬁxﬁxmnmum!nxm
"jmpartial" Jury“was leeri_n'r selected ; o .

As if D.F.-the judges 1n-L.A. gave inconsistand and varied ruling to the juries,
We also had differant rulings on mrecedure and evidence by each judge, the majority of
them bad T micht add, We have not had ycur problem of retrials, We have never had a
Jungz jury. We have never had an aquit 1 either. We have never had any verdict other then
guilty.

Like S.F, the sentences that we have recieved hav- heen varied, The lowest has been
3 days in jail, Many ere given sentences of L months end a few of 6 menths however: 30
qente’nces have hean abont averase, As I understand it the two S.F. judres who gave ‘out
sentences of 6 months or over were roth from Southern Calif, en loan to 5.F. The sentences
given to tohose who nlead NOLO were also lower then those who plead innccent.

There has been 2 variety of charses placed against demonstrators here, disturwlggagh:
peace, two kinds of tresspass (602-6, and 602—J), fire ordénance prbhibiting standing 1 ~
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N aisl, m-lishicus mischiev, false inprisonment, ®lockins a driveway, misdemeanér battory,
and interfearing with an officer. S
1 JER T ER! !‘
.The reason that I have written all of this #s to show that what has heen goin
on in S,F. is not unique, it is, in fact, gring on all over the state., San Diesgo has
hgq-qgmiliapzampgriqncps in their trlals..~“-;' : Ly 0313
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