
CORE CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY • PASSAIC COUNTY CHAPTER 

August 11, 1964 
1. Evening Distrubance on corner of Governor and Carroll which 
resulted from encounter between youth who were returning from block 
dance and patrol car. 

2. Herman Brown and Richard Sarjeant both riding in a car stopped 
on corner to inquire about excitement. Were told by youth of en^= ' 
counter with patrol car- anc slash with police. 

3. Broww and Sarjeant both drove to Straight and 12th where police 
were staked out and asked to see mayor. He came in approximately 
5 minutes and said could we disperse crowd. We told him we would try. 
The mayor said he would keep police out and to call him in police 
station when we were finished. 

4. Brown and Sarjeant returned to corner of Carroll and Governor 
and talked to youth and convinced them to disperse. They agreed and 
proceeded to do so. Two youth wanted to talk with the mayor about 
police treatment and were getting into the car for transportation to 
police headquarters for discussion. The mayor and police appeared 
suddenly and began dispersing remnants of the crowd. 

5. Sarjeant asked Mayor why he bbrought police in and he answered 
that 1hey were getting too many calls at headquarters from frightened 
citizens. 

6. Bottles began to crash in intersection and the situation was 
beyond Brown and Sarjeant's contral. 

7. A meeting was set for the following night to discusss matter and 
ways and means of clearing up the situation. 

August 12, 1964 
8. Sarjeant arrived at meeting with mayor in City Hall with four 
youth to discuss ?K!2&B problem. At meeting were Negfco leaders 
and ministers. The opinion of the leaders and youth was that we whe 
were close t o the ghetto had forwarned of rising tensions for a year 
and a half at periodic discussions with the Mayor and no tangible 
steps had been taken to avert a. serious outbreak escept the purchase 
of mobile equipment for riot control snd training of police in roit 
control tactics. Negro leaders also felt that the statements from the 
mayor at ibis time relating to questions of police brutality, housing 
problems, etc. (the basic causes of the tensions) would prevent further 
outbreaks. None came forth. The meeting was dispersed by a report 
that bottle throwing had erupted anew. The mayor appealed to the 
leaders present to help ask the people to go home and we idte left. 

9. Negro leaders returned to the street and appealed to people to go 
home to no avail. In conver-sations, Sarjeant had been told they were 
fed up with the police treatment of Negroes and nothing was being dome 
about it. 
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August 13, 1964 
10. Evening bottle throwing erupted soon after dark. Negro leaaers 
were in the streets again with the same ap eals to no avail. Approx. 
12:30 JEM, Sarjeant was arrested on Graham Avenue. A policeman insisted 
that he go in one direction and he wanted to to to his car which was 
in another direction. The policeman did not know Sarjeant was chair­
man of CORE and on the street at the mayor's request to help disperse 
crowds. 

11. At police station, Sarjeant was booked and charged with dis­
orderly conduct and interfering with a police officer. There xsxa 
were rainy witnesses to the arrest. Bail was met at 4:30 AM. 

August 14, 1964 
12. 9AM. Sarjeant discussed with merchants on Graham Avenue a meeting 
with the mayor to get a commitment on War on rovert: Program to deal 
with problems ifa the Ghetto. A commitment would give us something to 
tell the people and perhaps could prevent renewed outbreaks tonight. 
The merchants agreed and accompanied Sarjeant and Wm. Kein to City 
Hall for discussion. Mayor agreed to send Klein to Washington ,nd keep 
police ©ut of ghetto until the first outbreak. With this, CORE and 
others mobilised a task force of cars equipped with sound equipment 
and kxxfcxxixy hastily written leaflets and took to the streets with 
an appeal to cease disturbances tonight because now we had a ray of 
hope in the War on Poverty program. The people responded and the 
crisis was over. 
September 9, 1964 
13. Sarjeant appeared in court answering charges of disorderly 
conduct and interfering with a police officer. The arresting officer 
testified along with 3 other offieers who Sarjeant and witnesses 
testified were not present or involved in the arrest. The judge res­
erved decision until September 30th. 


