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DANE COUNTY RESOLUTION Ol THE MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM DENOCRATIC PARTY

WEEREAS, the Dciiocratic Party of Wisconsin is fimmly coumiltted to
the prineciple of one-man cne-vote; and

WHEREAS, the Domocratic Perty of this state is comuitted thru its
platforms and candidates to actively strive for leglslation that
will ensure equality under the law for all citizens, and,

WHEREAS, in certain states, such as Mississippl, delegates are
elected by a non-representative white minority, and

WHERELS, the of'ficial Democratic Party in certain states has not
supported the national ticket or the national platform, particularly
in repards to civil rights;

THEREFORE, be it regsolved that the Wisconsin delegation to theo
Demoreratice ilational Convention be urged to cppose the accrediting
of those state delegations that are not loyal to the baslc civil
rishts princisles o the Democrat lJational Platform; and,

Be 1t further resclved that the Wisconsln delegation to the
Defwoeratic ilational Convention be urged to support the accreditaticn
of the " FREEDO!! DELEGATIOT " as an expression of cur support for
the princinle of one-man cne-vote and to encourage those who are
worting for voter registration of a disenfranchised llezro minority.

This resclution was passed unaninously by the Dane County Democrats,
Hay 1964. Introduced by lee Zeldin and seconded by David Carley

B T I R T

WHAT IS THE MISSIPPI FREEDOM DEMCCRATIC PARTY ¢

The Party wes estsblished ss s chsllenge to the treditionsl
Democretic Perty of Mississipp! which has mede 1t impossible for
Negroes of the stste, or white people who constder sll people te
be citizens, to perticipste in the Democratie Party.

lississippi citizens who sre 1in sympathy with the gosls plat-
form end netionsl cendidestes of the Nstionsl Democrstic Party
cennot support them within the party ss it is now eonstituted.

The reguler Democratic 'Perty 1s in direct opposition to the
netionsl perty. ’

The reguler Democratic Party of Myssissippi hes ststed in party
litersture thet 1t is not & part of the national party.

The regulsr Democrstiec Perty of Mississippi hss not supported
Democrstic presidentisl cendidstes in the past.

Therefore, the Mississipr , Yy was formed
to serve gs the perty In which sll cltizens of the state who wish
to support ne tionsl Democrstic Psrty policles cen perticipsate.

The Council of Pedersted Orgenizetiona, & coslition of nationsl
and locsl eivil rights groups in the atete, aided the locsl citizens
In setting up s Demoeratie Party Structurs, 3
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THE [[ISSISSIPPI FREEDO!N DEMOCRATIC PARTY..s

Three basic considerations underlle the development of the
Misslseippi Freedom Democratic Party and its plans to challenge
the seating of the delegation of the MHississipoi Democratic Party
at the 1964 ilational Democratlc Convention. -They are:

l., The long history of systematic - d studled exclusion of
egro citizens from equal participastien in the political processes
of he state prows more flagrant and intensified daily.

2. The lissisaippi Democratie Party has conclusively ~
demonstrated I1ts lack of loyalty to the ilatiorml Demecratic Party,
in the past, -and currently indicates no intention of supporti:y;’
the platform of the 196l Iational Democratlc Convention.

3. The intransigent and fanatlical determination of the
State's polltical power-strueture to maintain status-quo, cleerly
derionatrates that the"Miaslssippi clesed society'", as Professor
Janes W, Silver of the Uniwversity of ldssisgippl asserts, is
without leadewrship or moral resourses 'to reform % self, and hence
can only be brought into the mainatream of the twentieth century
by forces outslde of 1tself,

A, PARTY DISCRIIIIIATION:

The tds=aissipnl Democratic Party centrels the legislativs,
executive, and judieial branches of fa e government of the State,
All 149 senators, and all but one of 122 representatives are
Democrats, Repeatedly, the Btate leglisleture has passed laws and
establis hed reulations desighed to discriminate against prospective
lepre wvoters., The 1963 pubsrnatorial campaipgn was larpgely directed
towaris restrieting the liegro vote. The state convention is being
held in . the Jaelsson lunieipal Auditerium and the Heldelburg Hotel,
both of hich are segregated, In its devotion o recism and
suppression and oppression of minority expression, the Miasissippi
Deioeratic Party preventa legro Democrats and whie persons who
disagzree with tlie party!s racist stance to portlelipate in party
progran and decisions,

B. PARTY DISLOYALTY

Ilssilssinp? dtizens who desiye 0 d g0 cannot suppart te
fational gogrls by jJoining the Miaslssippi Democratic Party. The
liississipp: Derlocratic Party has declared in publlc spesches and
printed matter that 1t 15 10T a pert of the llatlonal Democratlc
Party. The coopaign literature for the slection of Gov. Paul B,
Johnson, in 1963 1is a case in point, as ths followling excerpts
show: "Our iiississippl Demteratio Party is entirely independent
end free ol the influence or the domination of any national party"
«+¢"The Missgsip:i Denesratic Party which long epo separated itselfl
from the liaticnal Democratic Party, and whioh has fought consistetly
everything both national parties stand for..."



In 1960 the iississippi Democratic Perty falled to honor
1ts pledze to support the nominees of the llatiom 1 Democratic
Convention., Immediately after the convention the ildssissippi
Party convened a conventlon and voted to suppdrt unpledged
slectors In an effort to defeat the nominees of the Demccratic
ITational Convention,

C. THE CLOSED SOCIETY

"It can Be arpued that in the history of the Thited States
derocracy has procuced great leaders in great crises. 3Sad as
it may be, the ovvosite has been true in Idseslssisni, .5 yet
thiere 4ia 11t6le evidence that the gociety of the closed jiind
7111l vver posseése tlie meral resources to relform 1ltself, cor the
capaclty B r self-sxaninatieon, or even the tolerance of self-
sxanination," Prom "Mississippi:the Closed Soclety" .

L “ by Jam.s W, ‘Silver, the University of Mlssissipp

.., Civil ‘rizhts groups working in lississlpori are convinced
that peliticel and social justice ean not be won in iississippl
without massive interest and support of the country as a whole,
Bacleed by the autheority of the Federal govermment, .3 the
npolltical lsadership of Hississippi feel threatened by the

winds of chance, they devise new and nore extensive legal
weapons and police powers., Folice preparations are now being
mages to harags, intimidater and threaten the educstiom 1l and
serlstration program scheduled to be conducted in Idssissippi .
sids summer, TMive new bills, prohibiting picleting, banning
e distribution of boycott literature; restricting the movement
.- 6% orouwps, sstablishing ecurfews, authorizing municipalities b
0ool Dellce mamower and equivment, and increasing penalties
hat ray be assseszed by city colirts = have been hurriedly
csipned into law. Other similar bille are stili pending.
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I, UKGANIZATIONAL STRUCTUKE OF PHE FRESNOW DIfGCKATIC PARTY

To give legro citizens of lMississippi an experience in
pelitical dewoerucy and to establish a channel through wihich 'all
citizens, fegro and waite, can uctively support the principles
ond propraus of the National lewceratic Party, the Missisesippi
Prevdoy Denocratic Party was ¢onceived, The, Council of IFed-
craved Orginizations (0010), a confederation of ull The national
and local eivil rights and citizensbip education groups in
Micelseipoi, is aasisting local citizens to develeop the Mississip-

.pi Erecdon Democratic Party,! Tads party is open to all ¢litizens
regardless of roce. It wos ofiiciszily established af a neegting
in Jacksan, bississippi on Aprdil 26th; ond the approximately 200

‘delejates present elected & tenporary state executive comuittee,

. widch will be responsible for setting preecinct and other state



neetinge. These neetings will porallel those uf the Mississippi
Denocratic Party, and every effort will be nade to comply with
all estoate laws which apply to the foruation of political parties.
Registered voters in the lreedor Deuocratic Party will attenpt

to attend precinet and county uectings of the Mississippi Demo-
cratic Party.

The Mississippl Freedom Demceratic Party is presently engaged
in three major efforts: (1) Freedon Registration; (2) Preedon
Candidates; and (3) Convention Challengse.

I. FLEEDOH KLGISIIALION:

Offieial registration figures show that only some 20,000
Negroes are registered in Missigsippi os compared to 500,000
whites. 1his represents less taan 7% of the 435,000 Negroes 21
years of age in the state. The Jreedon Registration is designed
to show that thousants of Hegroes want to becone registered voters,
By setling up registrars and deputy registrars in each of the 62
counties of the state, 300,000 persons nay be registered in the
Freedow Registration, Last ifovenber some 03,000 Negroes were
registered in a rvock (ubernutéricl roce, In tile present drive,
75,000 are reported registered, and this will be greatly stepped
up when the sumter program officially begins at the end of June,
thig registration will use simplified registration forzs based on
voting applications used in several liorthern States. aAny person
wio registers in the Freedom Registration will be eligible to
vote in the Frecdom lenocecratic Party Convention and participate
in party work,

2. PRELDOM CANDID.TES:

Tne four (4) candidates who wualified to run in the June 2
privary in Mississippi were nominees of the I'reecon Jemocratic
Party and in addition to their bid in the regular Democratic pri-
nary, they will also run in & mock election under the lilssissippi
Freedon venmocratic Yarty in Hovember. Tiis will help to establish
the faot that thousande of Wegroes are deprived of citizenship
varticipation because eof the racist character of ilississippi's
voter reglstration procedures.

The four cendidates cre, Mrs. Victoria Gray, oppesing Sen.
John Stemnis; lirs, rannie Lou Hamer, opposing Rep. dawmie L.
Whitten; the Rev. Joun Cameron, opposing llep. 1illiaw 1. Ceolmer,
and 1r., James rouston, opposing Lep. John Bell Williams.

The Platforms of the candidates of the TFreedom wemocratic
Party articulate the needs of all the psople of ilississippi, such
as anti-poverty prograns, medicare, aid to education, rural develop-
ment, urban renewal, and the guarantee of constitutional rights to
8ll. This is in sharp contrast to the lacik of real issues in the
campaigns of the candidates who won in tae primary. Senator
Stennis did not evel bother to campaign in the state,



3. 2THE CHALLENGE T0 T4E DEHOCIATIC NATIONAL CONV.ILITION:

Delegates from the I'recdom Democratic roarty will challenge
the seating of the "old-line" liississippl delegation at the Demo-
cratic Mational Convention this August in .tlantiec City, H.J.
These delegates will huve been chosen through precinct meetings,
county convention, caucuses in congregsional districts, and at a
state wide convention of the lreedon )leuwocratic Party. Tue State
Executive Comuittee will be ratified and the national Committeeman
and Lonnitteewoman will be caosen at this state wide convention.

All steps necessary to preparing and formally presenting the
challenge of the Freedom Nemocratic Party are being taken., 3IUT

WE MEKD YOUI COUPERACION AND HELP!

*ww»¥ie need convention delegatcs to ciaampion the ceuee of repre-
sentative government in lississippi.

. F¥E%¥/e need people who will speak out in tiae credentials committee
and on the convention floor.

¥urwvije need aundreds of vemoerats - i1ndividuals and organizations -
to instruct their delegates, petition their representatives, party
leaders and the President to face up to the fact that only a
renegade democratic party exista in Mississippi, which enjoys the
benefits of national affiliation but spurns all responsibilities
and can only continue to bring disgrace to the Tlational

liemocratic rarty.
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