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THE STALL-IN WORKED

--by Earl Price

[Qpring the recent civil rights demonstrations ét the lorld's Fair, the
CPO worked with Brooklyn CORE and Rev. Galamison's City Wide Committee._/

oMany people, for and agalnst us, have decided that the stall-in failed. This
is untrue because our idea was to make the opposition begin to yield by loca 1ng
and applying vpressure to the most sensitive and most exposed financial nerve in
N Y.C. We decided that this was the World's Fair, a target available for extended
periods of experimentation this year and next. We were: tell;ng the supporters of
‘discrimination: "This is not one of those one-shot deals (a one-day school boycott,
a march on Washington, ete. ) that you take in your stride without reacting; this
will be an extended ordeal in which we will keep increasing pressure where 1t
hurts--where it loses nllllons of dollars for you i

It was very important for the Fair to open w1th a pollshed 1ook 1nstead it
opened with a rash--dirt, garbage and incommlete exhibits.. -The. ‘blocking of vehicles
entering the Fair with Constrie low mAtertals o4 Sat., 4/4/6l4 caught.the police off
guard and was very successful. It was the symbol of what was to come, lendlng
credibility to claims for the stall-in. The picket line of Sat., 4/18/64 kept the
pollce Jumpy in antw01patlon of the stall—ln.

v i s

‘the Fal-. “The ¢939 Fair oneue4 w1th§%ﬁ&fb00 This Pa*r played it sa‘e and pre-
dicted cnly 250,000.  It-claimed an attendance of 90,000. The real figwre is
probasiy c'osev to 50,000, but even the officigl figure indicates a serious loss of
millicas ox dollars in one_g;z. The normally heavy traffic on the arteries sur-
rounding the Fain. dlsanpeared for another reason also: the publicity fcr the stall-
in was so effective that most people who drive to work in Mahhattan used cther
" transportation. Also, it was known generally that Moses had goofed on his promises
of a finished Fair--"so why waste your money before the show starts." To top it
"off, it was a rainy day. The net result--as admitted and photographed by all the
papers--was.that there was very little traffic to stall. We would have been de-
votedly stupid to go ahead with an abstract stall-in--stalling no one but owr our-
selves. This holds whether we would have stalled with few or many cars.

We can understand how the papers, happy to ignore the disastrous drop in &at-

tendance, concentrated on the absence of the stall-in. It's harder to uncsistand
.Why people on our side knocked the stall-ln. “Could it be that they watched the
method so hard that they forgot to count the score.-the atfenuance? SEEP% ould
continue to 1nterfere w1th attendance thls well we could fo;ce c0uorete 1mplove-
ments,

The attendance drop was due- to the’ very thlng we hate--Lhe tendency of medi-
ocre, oblivious people to take the course of least resistance. People stayed away
to avoid trouble, In other words, they stayed away from the Fair for the same reasm
that they stay away from civil rights demonstrations. A few people help us openly;
a few fight us openly; the great majority AVOID TROUBLE! We suggest concentration
on the Fair. All civil rights groups, regardless of their ‘specialized inhibitions,
can find some creative inspiration in Moses! architectural circus. For this reason,
we suggest a directory of World!'s Fair Projects. This will indicate the exposed
nerves of exhibits which merit trouble. The most sensitive point remains transpor-
tation. Here we need a change of pace. When the papers decide we're bluffing, we!ll
really stop traffic; when we're ‘expected, we'll fail to show. We will try to pro-
duce a chronic impassability,  both real and psychological.

We hope that we progress to an.ofganized boycott of the Fair. The mere
thought should send shudders up the backs of millions of greenbacks.
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Like the overcoat in dogolfs Shorfléféry;.the New York C;ty school system has.--
been oafehed up until there just isn't enough substance left to patch onto. - The 7
system is burstlng at the Seams, end no métter how mugh, hemming and. whorxng the
Board of Educetlon w1ll attempt notolnb\éaz a.new system.w111 ‘work. Thls artlcle
is affirmation and Bupport for the: mllltant attempts of . hew York c¢ivil ‘rights groups
to get the much needed'hew system----oné that replaces Jim Crow with lntegrated i

quality educatlon for the cglldren of this caty. = 1;;{ 18

We supponted both of RQY. GalamISOn's school bcycetts'Uuse efforts were headed
due north, We support “the focus on the World's Fair, for that is the Achllles Heel..
of New York's power structure. In particulap, .we support Brooklyn CORE's "stall® 1n" ;
scheduled- for the:April, 22, opening of the Fair. Only thése -direct- confrontatlons
with the powers behlnd the Jim Crow system can effect change.

we were: out there w1th Rev. Galamison, Brooklyn and Bronx CORE, ét al, on Aprll i
L4th, when the Clty-w1de Cqmmlttee for Integrated Schools made their first hit on.the-
Fair. The surprise attack caught the Fair and the gity's Finest flat-footed ‘People ..
who were angered by that protest learned that integrationists mean businéss., When @ .
blocked by demonstrators :some. people working on the Fair demanded that the proteés= .-
tors go. On the contrary,-— Jim: CroW'must go ﬁ:'";a:NHN e e ;

The natlonal c1v11 rights. organlzatlons have been’busy turning themselves -
around as local New York groups have been, u31ng ‘the tactics that can bring about
integration. Whilé everybody..-- from the’ U.S; Supreme Court to PAT" -- admits that -
segregation must go, everybody is st111 11v1ng in"a segregated system. The point is !ll
the people'who want desegregatlon must use. the force of boycotts -strikes, and stall
ins to gét 1t st - : ‘ i

Slnce 125& i

g el __".) &

= In-December'1954 the Vew York City Board of Educatlon backed the
{1, 8% Supreme: Coupt's famous declslon banning school: segregatlon when
- it pledged::to- J'eiexz;l.;se-amd put into opeération 2 plan which will pre~ ' .
vent the further, development of such schools and integrate the ex1sthg ones as f”“
quickly as- pract*cable." Rt “that“time there.were 51 schools where the percentage 25
of Negro and Puerto. Rmcah children ‘exceeded 90% on.the elementary school level and
85% on the junior high' level “Téday, after nine years, there’are 165 such schools--
and none:of .the orlglnal have'been desegregated Durlng those years, the white
communlty "minded its own basiness" as the ‘minority” groups surfered for the whole
clty. i 1;. : _wﬁﬁﬁ ; :

& e :
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The December 1& 1955 New York Times reported that ‘g’ master plan to end se-
gregation in the. clty's_public schools has been proposed, to’ take effect in Septem-
ber. It would drast:.cally change -the present. zoning regu'latlons that -determine the
schools to which: the puolls st - go. Provisions are made in the plan to obtain
better: racial balance 1n ‘all ‘the 01ty's -$chools. - The. recommendatlons are contained
in a report of the. dbcommlssion on"Zonhing, . Thls is part of the Board of Education's
Commiss_on on Integrat;on...ﬁ;; The report.reeommended establlshlng (cont'd DB

e S o ;
1 -«uRAT "1s an organlzatlon of Parents and:: Texpayers 1n New York Clty dedlcated to
the preservatlon of the nelghborhood SQthlﬂ 1.9., tpe segregated school.

-.J
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Seg vgate& Schools-and Deseg;egatlpn Efforts (cont'd)

racial’ integratlon as.a card;nal obgectlve of zoning, as opposed to a2 neighborhood
school concept: inm which schools:.reflect the ethnic composition of the school dis-
trict. "The report emphasizes the preparatlon of a master plan. It would be form-
ulated by Dr. Jansen and be put into effect at the opening of the new school year.. ', |

A timetable ‘to bring about:: Aintegration in the schools would be set up. The Central"“A

Zoning Unit would.re-draw: boundary lines, select bus transportation, re-arrange
feeder patterns and: intreduce permissive zonlng to promote 1ntegrat1en." That was
back in December 1956, seven years .ago. . : A

While #he. reports were: being reported local groups -- 1nclud1ng the Parents!
Wb"ksuop, Herlem Parerits, local CORE chapters, the Northern Student Movement --
worked in the ghettos. to-improve the situation. Also, different official agencies
came ih': to combat::juvenile delinquency and illiteracy -- Mobilization for Ybuth(MFY
Associatéd ‘Cotmmunity Teams (ACT) of a domestic peace corps experiment, ete. But the °
chetto schools themselves experlenced ‘the Board ‘of Education's 1954 pledge through
programs in name only. As a teacher in a s¢hool endéwed with both a Higher Horizons
title and a Spe01a1 Service classification, I have yet to see anything that reseﬂdes
a "Spe01al" or "helpful" program for-the vast maaorlty of the students

The local" groups came to the conclusion that their Spec1a1 servlces --including
tutoring programs and workshops -- could not make a dent in the muck ereated.by the
school 'system itself. They had to tackle the system. ;

Pressure on the Board of Education brought a "plan" on August 23, 1963. This
plan, far from a "master!" plan, called for free transfer beginning in February 1964
and ‘the ‘rezoning of one pair ef Junier High Schools. Another piece of patchwork on
the wnole rotten system was not acceptable, so the City-Wide Committee for Integrated
School$: then- -consisting of 8 branﬂhes of the NAACP, 5-branches of CORE, Parents'
Workshop, Harlem Parents Committee and PACE, called- for-a boyeott ---to. comnclde
w1th the threatened teachers' strlke openmng day of schodl. L

Tﬁe*bbycott was<called ofﬁ when the Board agreed to:-make a Tentative Report
on Dée 1,-1963- and & Final. Report on Feb, 1 which would: include a timetable and
which would providefor J"‘rst.tl:sst.arrl;:l.::lf!. reallstlc and working ‘program of integratlal
in every school district by September 1964 consult with.community and civil rights
groups 1n formﬁlatlonxof teqtatlve and flnal plans.

' 2 } 3 .'.‘i':y"'-,"c- i o ‘—f\ 5 55 - % "t“k" -:.:.
Two meetlngs ‘were held between SepfijS and Dec.~I;' At the flrst meetlng rep-
resentatlves ‘of “the MAACP..asked. for dlscuésion “of the basic.design for. city-wide
dese regat1oﬁ*that -had" bgen: Submltted at pr.’GrdsSv -redquest by-Dr. Max Wblff Re-
seatth Directerifor the Commonwealth of Pu to Rido’inNéw York. Not only.was there
no discussion of :this: glan, it was even den,ed'that steh a:d851gn for city-wide

desegregatlon ex1sted ROL s

e i 4
1

5 Other plans' fbr 1ntegrat1ng the schooIs have*been submitted: by various groups,
e. g. Amerxean Jewish Congrees,'the Nayor's Cbmm1331on ‘oni:Hyman-Rights, the Parents!
Wbrkshop DeSplte the numerouaﬂmuster plan' “Includlng ‘tHat <156 report of the Board
of "Education's ‘ewn: sub-commitiee;.. the Mew “York' Timés-implied in. an. edltorlal of
Oct. 13; 1963 that: the:Board of nducat;on wolild nét, lebild oty or<should not pre-
sent a desegregatlon plan w;th tzmetable: “Thg Board played 1rr95pon51bly (cont'd)

(\;_ A

2 P This materlal Jon the 1963 deallngs with'the Beard of Edueat;pn, 1S based on
"Timetable of the Board's Bad Faith," a fact sheet by Teachers for’ Integrated
Quality Education (TIQUE).
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Segregated Schools and Deseg;egatlon Efforts (cont'd)

with fire when, earlier this year, 1t pronlsed that the next report would 1ncluoe a
specific "timetable' for integration, ' It made.the promise.as :a bribe to stave' off
the threat of bo"cott probably in the hope that: the day of ¢risis:might be indefi-
nitely postponed. There was no excuse for: the: Board's fal ure to.discuss candidly
with civ1l rights and community reoreseﬁtaolves...” e e - e

On December 9, the Board did ggk present a master plan ‘with- tlmetable. Instead
when the Board announced its Interim Report,.the "plan!. was:.basically the"same as
the one rejected in August, It suggested further that at some unspecified time-

there might be a pOSSlblllty of desegregatlng 16 schools for the entlre c1ty.

Protests became more militant. On Dec. 16 theré ‘Were, sit—1n arrests The New
York Times of the 17th headlined on p., 1: "25 ARPESTED-HERE.IN.SCHOOL PROTEST: 3
Clergymen Amcng Those Prevented From Staging Racial SitsIn at:Board" and they chose
Rev, Galamison for their "Man in the News." From that point:én,. things kept right'
on moving toward the February 3 boycott, when almost half the :school children of °
New York's public schools stayed out -- when almost half a. mllllon students had 5
their first lesson in democracy. - g ] e

The bribes continued also. The last, Just before the Feb 3 boycott was
another plan. This plan would have allowed the construction of more segregated
schools than it would attempt to desegregate. The.City-Wide Committee answered ‘the
bribe in detail. In a joint statement they explained.why they were going ahead with
that first boycott (reprint of that statement on p.10). However, since that plan
has just about been W1thdrawn, ECTES doubtful«that 1t was 1ntended as anythlng but

2 bribe. & et . L

The first boycott was heralded with as much fan-fare as the.March'on waShingtdm
It too was expected to be a one-shot affair -- more in the nature of celebration -
than confrontation. Indeed, just like.the March on washlngton, Bayard Rustan was
Director. Everything seemed to be under control.

But things weren't under control..~ Right: outside ‘the Board of Education;:James
Farmer, Nationzl CORE head, said, in' answer:to Board President Donovan's "it's a:
fizzle" comment, that we needed more of these fizzles! The crowd of demonstrators
responded with a roar of approval. People: wanted to push on to success.

That's when everything took on a dlfferent aura, All sorts of '"splits" were
rumored in the papers, then became open stories. Chapters' of PAT began:staging
"anti" demonstrations, holding meetings, giving out leaflets.. The:press began:
printing stories of violence in the schools with daily scorecards of:attacks on
teachers by students, : Splinter groups started their own "safe™ organizations with :
their own Usafe!" activities: the Puerto Rican '"prayerful" March:on: Sunday March 1
the March on Albany, March 10, of civil rights and labor organlzataons, e

Galamison ‘went ahead with -plans for the second boycott ~-he:lost the support
of natioral civil rights organizations -- but gained the' support of+local: groups - and
unasiiliated people. Started by the Brooklyn and Bronx chapters,..8 chapters of CORE
breke with National CORE's position and backed the second boyecott all the way. Mem--
bers of Fast River CORE staged a.sit-down.on the: Triborouvgh Bridge;:blocking.rush=
hour traffic, And on the day. of the second.boycott; Maréh 16th, -séme out-of-town..
baycott leaders joined Galamiscn, Robinson, Leeds, Brunson, et al, on the platform
Lawrence Landry, leader of Chlcago's 2 school boycotts, Stanley Branche, boyco%t

RSN senn 20 (cont'd)

R
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Segregated Schools and Desegregatlon Effbrts (ccnt'd)

AN
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leader of Chester, Pa.; Gloria Rlcnardson of Cambrldge, Md., who led a vote boycott
on un-votable civil rights. Jesse Gray, Harlem -rent-strike leader was also on that
platform, as wepe Malcolm X and Rep. “dam Clayton.Pcwell

ran < cfohen:Galamison. led the attack on the WOrld's Falr.;The local CORE chapters have
; come up-with-tactics’to turn attention to what's, un-Falr. Together they head . doggﬁp
,Iy towards confrontatxon w1th the whole Jim Crow system.' S g et

= r . A AR S0
(= —~ ety

T,i A New Yorker can trace his -tensions back to’ about Feb 3 when the scene became
a:test of strength between two opposing camps -- when one wondered whether the“Negro
wodld break~out iof ithe ghetto or whether he would be contained. - :

Desegregation In discussing the problems of the schools, :the obvigus point is
i - pverlooked:- segregatlon is desigried to exclude and; confine the :

. - minority children. A mis-educated, 1ll-housed, qnemplgyed ghetto
system saps~the desire to learn or achleVe and gets one accustomed to defeat and
"1n1erlor1ty." -Getting equal educatlon means getting out of ,the ghetto system.-The

: answer to these who say,- "you mean to” ell me that a Negrq Chlld is: going .torlearn
more sitting next,to'a white child?" is x_g, net because somethlng_ls .going to.rub
off from the white child, but because the ghetto system will have been broken -='in
“the schools, to begin with.
iy .It is :educationally and morally necessary to 1ntegrateaschools~zlu- chmldren
can develop into healthy, functioning, discipiined human beings in a system:designed
to 'include and nurture them; 2-- integration is an education -- it teaches that
every human being is of value and provides interpersorali:rslations- ‘Hiecessary for
exposing the Jim Crow lie; 3-~' "The omission of any ichild:-in terms’ of home back-
ground, race, and socio-economic status from any classrobm. 'sets. yp’a ttern of
segregation of one kind or another. Academlc .racial or sécial’ segregatlon-is

destructlve.to all groups.. "J R : qn;bj i e

1wy

sy s e s Teats FGUNS u;,.’.:’.:
Of course - 1ntegrat10n means more than rac1a1 mxxlng in our inddequate” school
system. Integration is necessary for changing the:quality: of: the 8%5tem 1h'all
respects. !"In spite of the battle of semantics it is:.evident-thdt we are a3T" in-
‘terested in achieving the same klnd of school systemt.;smaller -classes;. academic
freedom, challenging currlculqm. professtonal dignity for the.teachlng profe331on
and :an-equal education for every child.™ St et ety 1Ay

oW 2

The semantic confusion is a cover-up for an emotqgnal\reactlon.» It beéomes
especially muddled on ‘thé busszng issue, -To cleer\1§~upw here are Some ‘facts ‘Abdut
bussing: 80a of the buses built" in the. U. S. . are; school(busesy: tens. of thousands’of
children aré bussed“every day in New York Clty (paroch;a&sand'prlvate schdols, open
enrollment); children ih rural areas ‘must be bussed. }eng-distances.to get ‘to any
school at all, People bis theirichildren if they are.convinced:that thelr‘chiidren
will be getting a better education., The. educatlonalfand moral. necessity £éi ‘8&Rool
desegregation far outweighs any immediate loss in achievement, let alone any ipcon-
viences due to bussing. For reluctant whites and‘for'reluctant‘Negroes ‘and Puerto
Ricans, however. such nece351ty does not outwelgh the fears .hunts, and;= K{cont'd)

r IR

3 -= "Classroom Grouplng and Integratlen," by;ﬁ L;ptog. prlncspal of the.RsJ-Bamley
: School in Hartsdale, N.¥Y. In Irftegrated’ Educatlon, Vol. II No. 1

Canm——bes e

oo an

4 -- Letter from Rev. Galamison tb’ UFT*chapter chalrmeg'nrlor te March 16th boycott
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Segregated Schools and Desegregation Efforts (cont'd)

hates of a direct confrontation with prejudice and discrimination.

The job of the Board of Education is to see that the children of. this city get = %%

the education that can help them develop into healthy, functioning, mature adults.

It is in this light that the placement of students), utlllzlng bu551ng, zoning, etc.;
is not only completely justified, but required. On the other hand, there is ro ° :
justification for the Board of Education to wait for the adult population’ ‘to want
bussing, for attitudes are the last things to change. The Board must do what is
necessary to make sure that. there is no harvest of the bltter frults of prejudlce’
in the next generation.

Those who think Negro children have to prove their “worth" in the present

situation first, are forgetting that they are "worthy" now. Chlldren are’ go:ng to e

be defensive and "undisciplined" so long as we pile the sickness of our world on

their backs. There is something wrong with the reasoning that Negro or Puerto Rican ' **

children would be showing pride in themselves by doing the best they can in the

present situation, i.e, by accepting a system which rejects them. Al this smells .

of the separate-but-equal contradlctlon that sevregatlon can ‘cure what segregation
causes.,

Checking history, separate educational facllltles have somehow' Just never got— fl*ih
ten to be equal -- whether in the north or. 1n the south The schools of Harlem, =2
for example:

mfter the riot of March 19, 1935, the Frazier report, caliedffor.by thezmaydr's.; d:}

Commission on Conditions in Harlem, pointed to discrimination against Harlem
children. The report called attention to a high proportion of double sSessions -and:
over-crowded classes, high teacher-turn-over, and lack of equipment ‘in shops, . -io -
laboratories, libraries and gymhasiums. The report cited cases where the school -
discriminated by failing to encourage Negro students toward commercial or academic e
training to which they were entitled and for which they were equipped. ZE
"In July, 1935, a committee of the Board of Education made forty~f1ve general SRR
recommendations to cover the needs of Harlem:sehoqls.: = - -- \ R i
"In Janvary 1939, a committee of principals made a great number of recommenkﬂmmna
"In 1945, on the basis of two years of experlmentatlon, the Harlem PrOJect made
a report with thirty-two recommendatlons-w=- e S ;
"And yet -- A peE sl e 'i = : SETNE
"In 1950, the Harlem Council on nducatlon warned that the children- of Harlem CANERE

were faced with mass illiteracy unless drastic action:were taken immediately.They s =
pointed to a study of several junior high schools. Of the-students,” 90% were re-:...: =

tarded one year or more in reading and arithmetic - and»>60% were retarded three .

vears or more! (This latter flgure is almost three tlmes the scandalously hlgh

city-wide ‘retardation rate of 23%.) = el e
"Conditions had actually deterlerated since 1945 "5 _':x? S O

What about conditions since_ 1950? e ;; 'E“fl;'

-

and reading achlevement levels of mlnorlty group sixth graders ‘wefe two years be- -
hind their white contemporaries; elghth graders were three years behlnd (cont%ﬂ

y -

5 -- "Searchllght- An Expose of New York Clty Sch001s" by Dav1d Allson. Publlshed
in 1951 by Teachers Center Press.. =
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"More recent studies by Harlem Youth Opportunities Uhlimited, the Brooklyn Parents
‘Workshop for Equality in New York City Schools; and tge Urban. League of Greater
‘New York found that the achlevement gap has w1dened.

The separate schools have not. become equal -2 £0r many reasons which add up to
Jim Crow. For example, are any teachers ‘trained to tedch-in the ghetto schools, in
which they undoubtedly will begln their teachlng careers? How many teachers are
- taught the following? A S SR 5

‘"The Harlem Project / report, made lp 1945_/ dlscovered.many thlngs about’ the
children of the Harlem schools: -

"Tn studying the background of truancy, 1nvariab1y they found poverty, they found
overworked mothers who lacked time for their children; poor housing that gave
neither peace, comfort ‘nor. pr1vacy,~poor health crural -bagkground of parents;
family instability.

"The study showed that these boys- were, .c3pable of becoming good citizens--but
only if they received added services from school and community. It concluded that
the Bureau of Attendance used routine methods ;in-handling' truancy’~« methods com-

; pletely ineffective. The - Bureau ‘treated : truaney.as ‘police -officérs'do a breaking
© of the law 1nstead of as a symptom of many deep.problemS'uhich the School could
help solve. e

"In the Harlem Projeét's work, the relataons of health. famlly and communlty ser-
- vices to school adjudtmefit’ bécame evident. The schoglk: had'to. become the center’
from which not only learning but. social community; services:emanated,: The school
‘had to become a WHdiéSome pore ‘of good.living and friendly,:helpful service for
' the children and''the commhnlty of whlch.they are a:part.. There ‘was-need for all-:
day community schoois and’ éducatlonal and recrgational: adtivities for the boys
and girls durlng the afternoons and even;ngs ~There. was:need for clubs an all-

- ‘day summer program~ For ‘¢hildréen, a program for parents. el

"The need was found for new. teachlng techniques, better ayid richer c&rricula.
“Individual - ‘trédthént wis “necessary in many cases.to overcome: specidl barrlers to
Jearning. It was necessary to serap a program Wthh demanded that: the' child fit
"the ‘schéol and ccnform‘to mass standards even where these standards were rlﬁld‘

* and 1napproprlate "f A e

oy r\Now,.i:he anformatlon derlved from this study and made publlc-almost 20 years
ago,:.is.not pavrt -of the city's approach to education, 1et. alone taught. to: teachers
in the city's teacher:education programs. Despite the. numerous:., studaes .and recom-
mendations; since1935+to improve the quality of the ghetto schools, the education .
of minority group children is at least as bad. now, if. not Worse.. The fact is, the
studies:apd. proposals. are immediately "forgotten.J_ A dlscu§81on ‘of .peasons- for the
city's forgetfulness. weuld -maké a very interésting ‘article. The !Searchlight' book
- (cited in the foot-notes) makes many points in, this cannection, But wouldn*®t any
explanation for maintaining s€hools that” arg directed “at mirroring.the conditions
of ;the: ghettorinelude s as a’ primary pomtl ,he econom;c value of exploitlng a poor-
1y educated, poorly trained ségment of the popuIatlon? fprs B

6 _.¢196'1v'"had an edi~
torlal by Pnesident Gharles Cogen, whlch began: "Effectxve schqolsfand integratlon
are: fundamentally two sides of a ‘single coin. .ﬁhale the needrfor}better (cont'd)

& ~=. Statement: by New York CORE’ Chaptem on School Inﬁegratloa, January e, 1964

sl g

7 e The "Searchlzght" beok: p;‘ev'wusly cn.ted. L Tf-j;"::,? M. r~ e
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' Segregated Schools and Desegregation Effortis (cont'd)

schools is a universal problem, its impact is greatest in the same schools where

de factec segregation prevails." He then-proceeded to announce that the UFT had not
| taken a position on the Feb, 3 boycott, i because it was steering a modefate. and-
reasonabie course in the midst of the turbulence surrcunding these two issues." He

' has mlesed thc point of’ tne c~v1l rlghts efforts. moderatlon is, Lnreasonaole

: More ”nd more eople are beglnnlng to realize that integration is not going to
. be handad anybody on a silver platter, It's a fight in which sides have to be taken,
' Whatever else is wrong, we know we're on the right s1de. Which s1de are you on? i

' e ° . . § iaw ‘e . ‘e . v - . 'c R e I (R > o -
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it Statement of the groups in the City-Wide Committee:&n'lntegrated Schools prior
to the Feb 3rd boycott in response to the Board of Educatlen's last. proposal_/

. WHY WE BOXCOTT

: The four: c1v1l rlghts groups-—hAACP, CORE, Harlem Parents' Commlttee and the
' Parents' Workshop for Equality--which issued the Call for the one-day school boycott
have carefully considered.the Board of Education's proposals, :We are in full agree-
ment that the proposals completely fail to prov1de for substantlal and meaningful -

- school desegregation  throughout the city. .Our plans for the 'ebruary 3rd boycott
therefore, remain unchanged. ; s

‘We have repeatedly insisted upon a plan of desegregatlon for the elementary
schools that is city-wide in scope. The proposals fall far short of this objective.

The Board has proposed to desegregate over a two-and-one-half year period no
more than 20 of the 134 segregated Negro and Puerto Rican schogls, leaving 114
segregated schools untouched Their proposal leaves intact. 85p of these segregated
elementary schools.

The proposals say absolutely nothlng about segregated schools that hate less
than 90% minority concentration.
| The Board has established eriteria for Princeton Plans. Wthh can only affect
isolated pairs of schools,’ rather than area pairings for large.groups of schools in
‘contiguous Negro, changing, and white area on a city-wide basis.-

’ We have urged the complete ‘desegregation of all Junior High, Schools by Septem-~
‘ber 1964, The Board proposes to desegregate only 10 segregated Negro-Puerto Rican
Junior Highs, leaving all-the others still segregated-in-fact.. :

We have urged desegregation: of all High Schools. The Board proposes to close
‘one high school, study another, and think about the remainder.

The proposals to sernd additional children from ovsrcrowded- to underutlllzed
schools centinues to place the heaviest burden for desegregatlon on the hegro and -
Puerto Rican chald.

We have urged that the plannlng for all new schools prOV1ded for in the 128
millicn doliazr constructlon budget be temporarily halted until they can be judged
in relationship to a CLty—w1de desegregatlon plan for existing. schools. The Board
makes no provision for such a.step. v

Under the present constructlon budget the Board w1ll bulld more segregated
white and Negro schools than it proposes to desegregate in the plan released today.

There is no provision in the plan for Sp601al problems: affectlng the Puerto :
Rican student population of the 01ty._d,, )

In summary, the Board's proposals completely fail to meet the problem of ex-
tens1ve and rlgld segregation 1n the sechools, W -

Rev. Mllton A, Galamison, Parents' Workshop; Frederick Jones, NAACP, Mary Pflfer,,
CORE; Isaiah Robinson, Harlem Parents'. Committee. The National Association for
Puerto Rican Civil Rights, through its representative,Gilberto Valentin, concurs.

|
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CTTER HOUSING

SATURDAY

MAY 2 - 1PM

(START FROM NOSTRAND & LEXINGTON AVES.)

* LEGALIZE RENT STRIKES! NO REPAIRS - NO RENT!

* RUN THE SLUMLORDS OUT OF NEW YORK CITY! THE CITY TO REPAIR
AND RUN THEIR BUILDINGS DECENTLY!

* DEMAND LARGE-SCALE FEDERAL APPROPRIATIONS FOR LOW-COST
.PUBLIC HOUSING!

G GOVERNMENT SUBSIDIES TO SMALL HOMEOWNERS FOR REHABILITATION!

* END DISCRIMINATION IN HOUSING - INTEERATE A1L COMMUNITIES
‘TO MAKE NEW YORK AN "OPEN CITY"!

JOIN THE WAR ON SLUMS'

Partlal List of Sponsors

Dr. L10ne1 C. Barrow, Pres., PTA JHS 210 - -Hon. Ruth G. Gor:mg, Democratn.c Co-

Isiah Brunson \halrman, Broolklyn CORE: ~Leader, 17th A.D.
Warren Bunn, President, Brooklyn NAACP -~ © Laura Hall, Pres:Ldent Brooklyn Tenants
" ‘Rev. Arthur Caliandro, Union Methodist - - - - Council
* Chureh £ i Parkway—Stuyvesant Communlty & Hous:mg
Executive Board, PTA, PS 289 Copnedde - .

Rev. Milton. (Jalamlson, Siloam Presby--- i Rev. Melvin® wllllams, Bethany Methodmt
terlan Church . - ; S Church S



Brooklyn CCRE Rent-Strike Committee
Progress Report

by Major Owens, Chairman
Rent-Strike Committee

Jdan, 18, _9614*

D e ]

~ After live months of a_dlng tenants in poor housing the Brooklyn CORE Rent-
Strite Committee revorts not only important immediate gains for tenants in Bedford
Stuyvesant and Brownsville, but of greater significance, the formation of a gommu~-
nity.wide organisation w1th growing -base of grass-roots tenants commi ttees.' Rep-
rescacatives from sixty tenant committees with anprox1mately 400 members met on
Janicry 16 to form the CORm Cornmunity Tenants Counc1l.n The Council in cooperation,
with tie Rent-Strike CommLttee will contihue the fﬁ~ht ‘for better housing by press-
ing for basic changes in the policies and laws governing housing and landlord-ten-
ant relations in New York City. Ilost of the member tenants committees have already
bensfited from thejrn organized efforts,. llearly 300 families have recéived sub-
s staritial rent ﬁeﬂuCulonS. About 75 other families have gotten 1mproveméhts in ser-
ice anc‘facyi*ties &5; a regul* of fighting with the aid of CORE. To force the
slwilords to maké mavor repalrs eight buildings :‘are-now on rent-strike and at
least 40 others have-Voted to strike on February 1.

Many of these tenants live within walking distance from the CORE office and
a short bus-ride from the site of the mass demonstratlons at the Deimstate lMedical
Center, yet for most this is their flrst involvement in.a civil rights project.

HISTORY

Brooklyn CCRE began considering & project to aid tenants as early as the
Soring of 1963. At sbout the same time:interest in slum housing and the possible
use of rent-strike to break the’grip of the slumlords was developing among the

national leadership of CORE, The National CORE office gave financial support for
a "task force" which, altnough ‘working primarily:of’ the employment crisis at Down-
state Medical Center, did 1lay‘a ‘foundation for the chapter Rent-Strike Committee
to build on in September., One pr1n01ple firmly established by the "task force"
was that the only fruitful apnroach uo tenadts uas,;the house to house and door to
door method. Wt g

About eight determined pedfls’ weht t 'Hprx b the followlng 51mp1e pro-
cedure., Teatis of two (usually 1nue"%a£e&%‘eptered obviously neglected houses and
moved from apartment to apartment with an introductory-igaflet. . They discussed
conditions and informed the HORERLE ThatiBrosliiyn CORL. wanted:; toiwork with them to
get improvements, In the beginning it was always necessary to talk at great length
in crder to convince tenants that gomeublng go,la be, done, " In ‘at least fifty per-
cent of the. cases, tenants had: madeasdme~eff

ot within the last two years to get a
Ciby agpncy 0 heWp improve conditions. The. iact that«thelr -efforts were in vain
and the bureaus had dene nothingiled the*tenant& o, conclude that nothing could be
done, Iun many instances, notably the 1bdlﬂeffefson Avenue block the Building De-
partment had saveral months before completed a cyclical 1nsnectlon and found thou-
sancde of Vlolatlona. But thern were.no results, ; ,\ j ‘

In houses;whare at leest half offthe tenants wére conv*nced that somethlng
could be done, a date'was set for a meeting at an apartment within the house. At
this meeting, a tenants committee was formed and .a spokesman was elected, The com-
mittee, in cooperatlon with the C“Ruuwﬁéahlzer~-a"aftéd”’“letter to the landlord
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stating its grievances and requesting that he core to a meeting to dlscuss a time-
table for improvements, At the same time applications for rent reductions were
filed with the Rent qdmlnlstrutlon and letters were sent to the building and the
1ealth department, :

When a landlord refused to answer the letter and attend a meeting (none would
attend a meeting), he was informed that the next step would be direct action, the
most frequently employed direct action being picketing at the residence of the land-
~ lord...-All of this (attempts to achieve-code enforcement and rent reductions, as
~well as picketing) was done in the hope that some results would be achieved and al-
. 80 that CORE would thus gain the confidence of the tenants, Having gained the con-

fidence of the tenants, the next siep proposed was to be rent-strike.

FAVORABLE COWDITIONS FOR ORGKHIZATION”-

then the concerted fight for better. hou51ng began several favorable 00nd1t10n5
existed which facilitated successful organization. TFirst and of vital 1mportance
was the existence of a rent control law in New York City, Uithout this law the Pro-
ject to aid tenants would have been thwarted immediately; landlords would have - °
either evicted tenants for complaining, or raised the rent to an absurd level‘and
thus forced them to move, ‘(CORE efforts in Newark had to be ended for this' véry
reason.) The Rent Administration?s policy of using rent reductions to ‘force’ re- ;
‘habilitation also makes it the city agency most feared by slumlords., It’is For: this
* reason that it was.decided thct the first step of each tenants! commlttee would be
- to file for rent reductlons. , B L e

Arother favorable condition was the existence of a body of mmltlp&e-dueillng
~and health lairs which although not adequate could be costly to -thé’ Landlord:when':
- enforted.: Harly in the project, the Rent-Strike Committee Cha&rman-establ&shed con-
tact with the heads of the Building and Health Department and-informed them the come
mittee would insist that they do the job they are required to‘do.”"HNo threats'uere
made but the Brooklyn Chapter of CORE has a well-known reputation ‘For taking direct
action against city agéncies, the most dramatic of which wé&s <thé dunping ef'garbage
on the steps of Borough Hall, which resulted in & change from four to six day gar="
bage collection for Bedford-Stuyvesant As a result of the direct contact between
the Rent-Strike Commlttee Chairman and the heads of these agehcles ‘gysater: co-
operation was achieved and the process of enforcement for' ihal cases 1nltlated by
.CORL was speeded up, although still not as much as s necessany.’ i

PROBLZHS OF ORGANIZATION .'i: :=_=§r s r'..-;: :

On the unfavorable side, there were many condltions and c1rcumetances blocking
the committee's work with tenants. Uost formidable atiofig thése’ obstacles: was'.the
myth of the landlord's invincibility. There were innumerable:cases” %hefe the-feeble
efforts of tenants against slumlords had only- led” tosgreéater-loss: vand An jury: Land-
lords boasted of their ability to "take caréiof!™ anpegigrE‘from Bity ageﬁblee in-
the courts their well-paid lawyers easily dut-mansuvered'simple- tehants- “the com=
plaining tenant often found himself facing ewviction trithout: due Proeass] Xndther
source of difficulty was the widespread. practice wheréebylandlords hold: tenants
under a "bondage of back rent" system:tlosslyakin:to:the:- sharecropping ‘debt system
of the South, Tenants are deliberatély permitted:to i ge: fbehlnd dn their rént and
the threat of a sudden demand for payment is used io:silence' all: ¢emplaintsi® The -
red tape and excessive forms of the rent offices, the long period of waiting between
the initiation of an action and the results, the final ineffectualness of city agen-
cies after entering a case and the general pro-landlord atmosphere within the



-_-lLl'-

agencies administering laws designed to protect tenants, all of these were factors
in the slow pace of tenant response,

But success in the form of rent reductions and major repairs undertaken by
londlords under pressure coupled with the publicity received by the wide-spread
Harlem rent-strikes has led to a merked change in the attitude of Brooklyn tenants,
Tenants have seen the fruits of organization and action; they have seen city agen-.
cies shaken o the point of carrying out their appointed tasks and politicians.
forced to at least speak of plans for action. lMost important they have seen the
courts uphold the rent-sirike and support the principle that temants like other
consumers should not have to pay for facilities and services they do not have,

RENT STRIKE

The first rent-strike called by Brooklyn CORE was not laboriiusly. prepared in
accordance with the procedure indicated above. It was begun at:the wery first
meeting of the tenants cormittee. Conditions at 104, 106, 110- and 112 Rochester
Avenue were such that it was felt that it would be criminal t¢:ask.ténants to con-
tinue paying rent for another day. At the same time that.it wms.decided to with- :
hold rents, letters demanding immediate inspections went:gutrte the building and . .
‘health departments and to the rent administration.. By 'thé timesof .the: Court hear=
ing on December 13 the rents had already been reducéd:ifo!a’dollar,:: The records of
the building department were subpoenaed, and when confyonted:with this well-organ-
ized case against him the landlord yielcded, and the judge ordered that the rents
be paid to the court until the violations Wefe “¢orrected. . This. case was decided on
Decenber “13, . Ouners qf other bulldlngs now>on- rent-strake,havc ‘refused to:serve
- "dispossess" notlces.‘k.e are waiting for the opnortunlty to have ar court hearlng.

Rent-strlke is now flrmly eSUubllShed as a methdd of curblng greedy slumlords.
The courts have upheld'uhe use of rent-stiikes and the:state legislature is pre-
sently discussing the possibility of leglslatlon to moke strikes legal, - Judge
Fred G, liorritt of the’ urooclyn Landlord-Tenant- Court. has ruled that tenants should
be allowed to live rent=free until violations are corrected. Judge liorritt-gave.
official sanction to the 3hllosophy of the CORE-Rent-Strike committee which insists
that tenants are COnsumers Uho should not-have to pay'for what they are not receiv-
(5 R R SR e T, T _

The fight will go on until thousands of buildings are on rent-strike. It is
our intent to drive the slumlords out of Bedford-Stuyvesant and Brownsville. The
greedy upeculﬂtors huve concentrated on Negro-Puerto.Rican neighborhoods because
their racist leanlngs rule out 21l considersiions of:ieénscience and they have ex-
- 'pert knowledge of how to exploit the lOU'lncomes ‘and-pévrieducation of minority

‘residents, It.is our duty to destroy theif‘high invéstment returns of 30-50 per -
cent on slum 7rope“*1es, -,e nmust not allolr ourselves. to-'be.distracted from our
goal by becomlnf invelved with the intricacies of fineneial-arrongements between
landlords and bznks or the problems of landlords vho' can’t:afford to repair. It
is obvious that thﬁs country has the resources to supply everyone with decent
housing once we aeclde we want to do this," Buildings:which -have ‘paid for them- .
selves several tlmes over should not continue to be the instruments by which vital-
1y needed sub81stence funds are squeezed from the tenants. ' Rentals should not be
dependent on hoyr mony’ successive tenants Have occupied the @partments (a vicious.
system which’ enCOurages ‘landlords to harass tenonts and further neglect nceded re-
pairs) but should be determined by a moreéeguitable relationship betueen cost of
maintenance and tenant's incomes,
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As a; 1eng range solutlon uo uhe prj Ien,‘ue ould 1ike- ‘to see: Bedférd-stuy;.
vesant and Broinsville declared disaster areds, tnd largeiScale city, state and .
federal government nrograms for rehabilitation and improvement initiated at once, ...
kn attempt should: be,made to.produce 2, conprehen51ve olu3~pv1nt for these two com-
munities, Better: keql*h fac411t1es .a junior-college,’ several small” amusement and
cultural parks with space for educat tional exhibits al1 of these and more mst be -
considerec .at: the -same.tine. 2s. plapnlng,for nassive amounts of low income and mlddle
incone: houSLng mlth more conqern for optlmum 11V1ng condlulons than currently
etlsts, et 7 2t

Broqklyn CORE 15 dedlcated 0. tbe abhlevenent of a more beaut1fu1 and better
cormunity in all resrects.' The major "aim of the ‘Nent-Strike Committee is to teach |
peop.e to fight for themselves. On the specific problem:of living conditions and,:
in the.Zuturey:-on civil, rights vroolems concerning the human condition, we expect
each building oqgunlaed Royah CORL ta. serVe .as, a ;1ght1ng unit. The people will never
agﬁln Lecome v1et1rs AL they themse1ves.1ead the fight

I ;'\J ; i
s For i GORB: QQMMUNITSC ke :
R 'I’WLNTS-CQUNCIL T e iy
. ”‘»;.-‘ A R s L j * & For Peace.
The CORE Community Tenants CounciI“ié”"“” g Civil Rightsy-
made-upoof members of :the various tepants . .. .. . Civil Liberties.
committees organized by the Brooklyn CO ﬁ jZ”L.jm. L B
Rent-Strike Committee and any individual "o “ ™ ' o
tenants who wish to join. The Council is_. .. .. . ..
run by the:.ienants who constitute its o ergo
membership, , - The: Gouncil -is advised by
and works in direct cooperation with . : Vol. IV
Brooklyn CORE Rent-Strike Committee., The No. 3-4
Cotneid: has the pewer to,undertake. .any... e
program: of * actlon 1twdesmres as: long as “_,j‘_“f” ; S Mareh;Aﬁri1%1964
such 2 sorogram is not. in-conflict with q’f: S Gk -
the constltutlon and,leicy Qf Brooklyn K Committee for Peace OrganlzationA'
CORE. Shidn a ' f o S
F  _'ff”‘;' S clo: Alleeh Cox, v
MEmhers of: the Councnl.geve the rlght oo BEm e i 1060 Union St .-
to call upon the Council for help With SRR e i s e S RISkl e F
any problem connected with living con-' e e e - P CNGYL S KR25
ditions within their. bu&ldlgg and W1th1n S5 gen v s SRS FadE
thefcommunlty."_ s b et “H”}ﬁ" P sl S jf"“'P‘o Box 8344
Secer ealed aRet it i Station E..:
Members of ‘the Councll have the du O el s R
to support the Council with work ana : 'A""‘“‘ SRS
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CORRESPONDENCE

‘from: Paul Burke
' SRS ~ Omaha, Nebraska
The Mo+or12ed rlllbuster e W o S March 25, 1964 .

A flllbuster is a parllamentary maneuver by which a minority prevents iegls-
lative action by delaying tactlcs. They go through the motlons of making laws but
they do not, : :

Does this suggest a line of tactlcs by Wthh the civil rights advocates iﬁ ;_
1964 can protest the 615 S Senate's civil rlghts flllbuster? I think it does. s

The weakest link in our economic systerm is in transportation. Millions of
people depend on prlvate passenger cars‘to get from place to place for work, busi-
ness, education, shopping. recreztion, etc., over city streets long since inadequate
for the traffic they carry. You need only look at what happens to traffic when a
minor accident or a flat tire or a dead motor occurs during the rush, The traffic
backs up for blocks or M11es. :

Because of thls 31tuation what T pﬂopoSe in the way of a civil rlghts protest
demonstration is a drive in. .The demonstrators will simply drive to a suitable.
spot just before the rush hour and drive slowly about as though looking for a spot
to park. This strategy allows great flex1b111ty as to the time, the place and the |
tactics. It could be with banners and signs or without., It could be with c1v1l -
disobedience or without. Anannouncement in ad¥ance might draw sightseers to add to”
the canfusion, Pecple without cars could come by’ taxi. Other people without cars™
might rent them or buy junk cars for the occa51on. faehy :

The whole ‘effect would be a filibuster agalnst the filibuster. Peopie_ggingt?
through the motions of travel to prevent othe;e!from ‘traveling. B v it

3 3K 3 SR 3¢ 5 AR AR AR A
from: Merle L. Hovland. .
Santa Barbara, Callf
March 10, 1964 N

Once dgain I must commend you and say thanks also for your contlnulng 1nteres£
in me in sending issues of "downdraft" ahd "ergo." These are extremely well chosen
titles for these publications. Were I to publish them or similar ones, I thlnk ik
would ¢21l them the same thing -- or how about’ ﬂInonoclast"‘-- or "Snide" -- or. .
"harpoon!?. -Not meant in reflection upon you ~- but upon social conditions and/or .
economic despotism so prevalent here today. I would call the Freedom Now Party the
Dichotomy Party:advocating integration and separatism in one breath is about.the

most profound alchotomy I've run into foi a long time!’

These poor people whovstriVe 5o desperately for--not only equality--but the
regaining of truerselfrespect and confidence, coupled with the erasure, total and
complate, of the "slavery complex" with which they--generation after generation,
have been saddled with for over a century now--as I said--these poor people need
the alliiance and encouragement of every decent right thinking human being on this
earth.-to aid them in their struggle! The moral issues are crystal clear! It is
the sciution(s) to these issues that is so complex as to defy description. If I were
a Negro--I'd hate the white race--everything white--with a burning passion. By a
strange metamorphosis--though my skin be white--I can and do (I've even been told
this by several colored friends!) think and feel as a Negro--from thelf stand§01nt

cont'd
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CORRESPONDENCE

from Hovland (cont'd)

’100% I $ind little or nothing decent or upright or honest or Just in my own race
in his ‘(its) collective dealings with 2ll the non-white races of. the world ‘down
through centuries of recorded hlstory.

‘I have ‘often wished I could have had. the honor to have been born an Oriental,
can- Americaﬁ Indian, or a-member of the Negroid race. ..No I'm not suffering from
“ihit has been’c¢lassified-in.some quarters as-a "collective gullt complex" of the
white race., VNy-feelings are compounded.of1{1) hatred of injustice wherever found;
(2) rage:at my own race.for the despicable:fhings it has been guilty of against
other non-white races of the world; .~ and (3) supreme acid contempt for the pious
hypocrisy double standard mouthings:@ of:-- especially -- this Christian "God-fearing!
(HA! in loud derision!).nation and people -- and especially the G,D,--6*!1##* (too
horrible to write!) Southern white phonies of the "bible-belt U.S A" Now that
I've gotten this off my chest--I. feel better! Pardon my vehemence, -- but this
issue is a raw tooth NERVE to me'-- and I cannot help myself; I go overboard!

Thanks again--ever so much and keep up the good work,

.4fy..‘
TS0
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from: Janet N, Newman - =« = v

" Washington Women ‘Strike for Peace
< PR R : 1822 Massach setté’kve N oo
Déar Editor s e " Washington JrD ﬁ Sy
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Nuclear war or the threat of it is so dangerous that evegy-ej?ort must bé”made
to prevent it! . Our nation must never place itself in the poSltldn”of aiding t‘he"«i
spread of nuclear weapons. SRty :

Y

10

For this reason, Women Strike for Peace is protesting the ﬂ}oposed-multliateral
Force (MLF). This MLF, it seems to us, is a dangerous proposél ‘since et calls for
a nuclear armada to be. manned by men of many nations which do ncf already havef\v
nuclear. pover, Women: Strlke for Peace is against the prollferatlonj . ‘
weapons. by any country to any country, in or out of NATO. SoEa

Yors b TN
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We believe that the spread of nuclear weapons will greatly 1ncrease Thtewrss
national tension. Germany's (40% or even less) is likely to prove an insurmouﬁﬁable
barrier to negotlatlons fgg d;sarmament with*thé SH¥iet Union. “ff”“”

A program is. now unden way to build a COUNTERFORGCE OF MUTUAL™ UNDERS?RNDIHG‘
Women of all NATO countries aré invited to join a Women's Multind tzonal ﬁeace élly,
in The Hague, May 12-14, This cc1n01de§ with the meetlng of NATO delegﬁtes to Whom
we will attempt to.present our, deep concé n}.

TAks '--';‘:‘;1‘ X!J &
Participation, inquiries, and support are solicited from all “who believe' with

us, that the Security of Americans as well as all people lies 1n the reductlon of
arms under mternatlonal control =-.not in the:Lr spread. el e b
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MLF Demonstration -- May 9 .. The Student Peace Union and ﬂbmen Strlke—for
"7 Peace #ill Co~SPOoNsor a demonstratlon ‘agginst
MLF on. Saturdqy, May 9. - The groups will assemble at 2pm at the'corher of ‘Brighton
Beach AVe &.Coneyfﬂﬁla%& Ave (1n Broﬁklyn) then walk down the> Boardwalk. -
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downdraft

End The Draft

Counsel :

SPONSORS
Joan Achlemowitz-Calif
Sandra Aptecker-NY
Charles Artman-Calif
Alec Beasley-Canada
Martin Boksenbaum-NY
Elizabeth Boone-NY
Janet Burwash-NY
Alan Dimbert-NY
. Aileen Cox-NY
Kenneth Cox-NY
Edward Eichel-NY
Alice Einhorn-NY
Dorothy Engleman-NY -
Thurman Frick-Calif
Dianne Goodrich~NY
Lucille Greenfield-NY
William Jakel-Calif
Richard Kern-NY '
Edgar Leslie-Calif

Bernard Lichtenstein-NY

Sylvia MacColl-Wash
Dave Mitchell-NY
Erika Mitchell-NY
Bernice Plotkin-NY
David Preiss-NY
Earl Price-NY =
Jon Robinson-Conn
Margaret Rose-NY
Howard Schulman-NY
Beryl Sederberg-Minn
David Sider-NY -
Dave Snitkin-NY
Guy Torre-NY

Fred Stover-Iowa
Charles Taplin-Wis
Robert Whitford-Wis
Lloyd Wilkie-pa
Romola Wilkie-Pa
Jim Williams-Ky
Edward Wugalter-NY

Elisabeth Young-TIowa ..

James P. Young-Iowa.. .
Franklin Zahn-Calif

. . . * . . L] -

Conrad Lynn i

e For further. 1nformatlon call,f'“

B W S e L hn 4ot

B Lo A

e.t.d. c¢/o Mitchell
1010, President Street
S Brooklyn, N.Y. 11225
Voli I; Noi 2 =- April 1964 :

%
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A numbet of demonstrations are scheduled for May -- in

. protest of the militaristic posture and criminal activity

of the United States. We have outlined; |in' the following

" pages, the protests seeking to end the draft and to end’

the war in Vletnam, ‘both of which are, to us; logically
inseparable. - We would like to see those fighting the
draft and those flghtlng ‘the war in Vietnam,: unztlng to
flght the U. 3, cold war posture

Demonstrations to End the Draft

Armed forces week is May 9th through 17th.. There x
aré several peace actions to oppose the "power for Peace™

~ theme.
P s May 11-15 Noon to 2PM and 4 to 6,PM_ ‘
S There will be daily leafleting of the Power
; for Peace exhibit at Union Square - 51te of.
5 the Armed Forces major outdoor exh;bit
: May 16 1 to 3PM
A magor demonstratlon ealling for an’ end t

) “the draft will be held that Sdturday in He .

A Union Square. There will be . an opportuhlty;.v,-
: for those who wish to do s6 to burn their
. draft cards pdbllcly. i = WD 5

z Sponsors include the wars Resisters: League (WRL)

Committee for Nonviolént Actlonﬂﬂwm

s ! Catholic Worker

© Student” Peacce Unlor; (SPU)

WRL -= CO-7-4592 © - CNVA —= WA' 5‘1§h15”"

"forum" series: SpOnsored by war Resisters League
has. scheduled: discussions on’ conSC1entlous objectlon.

B Aprad'2ot eRM

i .:”w;* i Dan Seeger, Dave Délllnger, Ralph Dlgla to

:speak -on-YG, T, or C.0," at Textile Workers
Contribution 50¢.
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Demonstratlon to End U.S. Interventi on An. Vletnamq

Protest to demand withdrawal of U.S. troops. Soonsored by the May an
Committes, the demoristration is to be held at 110 St, .and 8th Auenue
Officers of ‘the¢“May 248" Committee are Russ Stetler (ﬂaverford SPU),

Levi Laub (ﬁrogress1V° Laboz ), ‘and Peter Camejo: (Xbung—Soglaa_st Alllance).
The Commrbteekvill prépare ‘a:leaflet and -provide 3; SQeaker._Tkere will .
triotiént ‘on- sTOEansb~Fowever ‘no organizatienal- 1denu111cat10n -
exCGpL tn:t of' the May' znd*Conmittee will: appear on,the:line. It is in- ;f
- tended” that “the* demons ration be considerably. mllltant.ﬁlsntatlve plans

call for: tne demonstratlon to' evolve into 2a walk to: Times Square
eS i e 25 i - S -

5 SAE S '31;" O TR : ;
For the past year, Ybuﬁh Agaxnst War and Fascism has been the only New York
group to ‘demonstratd agalnst the war in Vietnam. The most recent was an April Lth
demonstration., Below is a press release re thelr March 14 protest

s Eos . - L gt
VTR S : o

3 NEW“’E‘GRKERS STAGE MILITANT DBMONS’IRWION :AG&I\IST
2 7 " Y.S, AGGRESSION IN VIETNAM

New York, ‘Magrch 1L 196%'-- Over 150 New Yorkers demon&&rats@ their opp031tloa to
the war that’ the U;8! *government is waging: agaamst'ths peeple- of SouthiV1etnam and

_’called for the 1mme&iate witndrawal of all-bqs.atroops in; tha‘g,ba;geas v Rl

i

: = The demoost"atioh ‘called by'Youth Agélnst war & Fascism, toqk place in ‘tho,

‘heart of a bisy, shobping olstrlet 1n3m1dtown New York at 14th:Street near Fifth .
Avehue in’ front of theé' U,S7 Army & Air Force Exchange. Center and was witnessed by
over 20,000 people. Many oft the passersby expressed their support. of the demon-:
stration. The group passed out over 5,000 leaflets opposing the war of extermina-
tion being waged by the U.S. government against the Vietnamese people. The leaflet
said in part: "Don't Let Vietnam Recome Another Korea." "...In Korea, 157,000
Americans and a million Koreans were killed and wounded... In Vietnam the toll
would be even greater... The Vietnamese will not fight- 10r the Pentagon, the State
Dept., the Cilibe, or the" Whlte House.,. U,8. youth. w1ll be-asked to die in Viet-
nam -- while’ Generals and the Bankers grow fat... Onlj a mass: protest .can stop the
war in Vletnam o g S SResdnr s f,g;hu:" .

A con31derable number of - oeople 301ned the demonstrators who carrled placards
and chanted slogans such as: "No More Koreas, Bring the Troops Home," "Stop the
War in Vietnam," "Withdraw all U,S, Troops from Vietnam," "No War in Vietnam,
North or South," -

This was the sixth and largest demonstration that the youth group has held in
opposition to the U.S. government's aggressive act1v1tees in Vietnam. The increasirg
friendliness and shouts of encouragement given to the demonstrators is indicative
of a growing opposition among the masses of American neople to-thls brutal and vi-
cious war which is going on in' South Vietnam. The American people ‘and especially
the youth are slowly becomihg aware of the sinister role that first the nennedy
Admlnistratlon, and now the Johnaon Administration is playing in South East Asia,
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[ excerpt from a letter
dated August 1, 1963./

So much has happened to us since I. . -

wrote that I hardiy imow where to.beginl

I don't know 2f I have ever mentioned. - [ ...
___ is bighlyl..o and all that happened was the Colonel
jtchewed him out, he was fined 15 dollars
.. .a month for two months and given two
.,hours a day extra duty for 30 days.D____

:;had his investigation going by the time

this to you or noi, but A
emotional, has hzs avm ideas on war -and

the drafc-and tiiis whole army scrvice. -
has been a“torture to him, He is a CQ,
you know. bat the COs are given the same

indoctrination and training, exceot for|
arms, of any other soldier., A has g
bad back, a fact which the army doctors
ignored, and it has given him no end of
trouble in PT. He has also protested

time and again on‘'his being drafted under

threats of fines and imprisonment,.and | -

for indoctrination, such as that the ]
will never sign an agreement with any
country outlawing germ warfare! Since
he has been at Fort B

lains of both religions, the non-commis-

sioned officers, mental hygicene, the. mea_‘~
.. ernment affair has to go through a hun-
. -dred miles of red tape and four. hundred
““carbon copies before the result is knowm
- He was being recycled, anyway, because
" of 'his physical condition, but he called
~ meé Monday night and said the Captain had

dics and anyone else he could get to;:
and continually dinned in’ their ears b
Just what he thought of the whole mess.

He was completelv ighored until: the 4th ...

of July when he declared an independence
of his own and went AWOL ‘and came. home;

I knew he was going to do it, ;and.I did
nothing to stop him. Maybe you have.

heard the old story about ‘the farmer who

had a mule he could not-train, so he
hired a professional mule. trainer.:The

mule trainer came, picked up a board. and.

hit the mule over the head a few times;,
The farmer, aghast, said, "Hey, what's
the idea of thati"
mule trainer, "first, I have to get his
attentiont® = e

stayed home four days and we V151ted an
attorney who is also a friend of Senator
D___, whom I had already written to..
The a attorney advised him to ‘go back,take
the article 15, which-he would. probabiy
get and he and D__, Would try to see -
what they could do. s

#######”#“ﬂ

o

. he has'apw; -
proached the Ccommanding Officer,.phgp;_; e

Mjell, " replied the

" either go AWOL again or stage a sit down,

‘hear for sure. I Have all his letters

When I saw A I knew that he had

.to do what he did: he was on the verge

of a complete breakdown. He had lost a
great deal of weight and had not slept
for weeks, he said. When he finally got
to sleep here he slept for fourteen

.hours.

Hb went back after he had rested up

A arrived back, the attorney wrote
eight letters to various people down
there and hell broke loose, There was
a big pow wow the 26th ... and we think
he is going to get out before too long.
The psychiatrist said he thought he was
never going to change his mind, -A 's

.three buddies stuck with him, the two
non-coms did the same and Captain F

was the only one who held out that he

-might yet be converted.

“'We are still awaiting the results of
this meeting, which like any other gov-

.».5aid he was promoting -him four weeks
and he can come home on leave at .the end i
of that (14 days). It looks to'us like

; they were buttering him up, but A

says, no butter will work. He is going
to get out if he has to be court mar-

t1a¢ed

We are in touch with the CCCO in
Philadelphia and the NSBRO in washingtcn.

... They have a representative... a Rev. X,
: CAiiee Lo WHOC XS 29 teal
So, we got their attentlon,<A TR L

right guy and A_ _ is in
touch withly him.  Rev, X advised him to
if they refuse to let him out any other
way. I will let you know as soon as we

giving the real, lowdown, stinking dope
on the army, and brother, it really
stlilncas -




