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THE STALL-IN WORKED

--by Earl Price

[Qpring the recent civil rights demonstrations ét the lorld's Fair, the
CPO worked with Brooklyn CORE and Rev. Galamison's City Wide Committee._/

oMany people, for and agalnst us, have decided that the stall-in failed. This
is untrue because our idea was to make the opposition begin to yield by loca 1ng
and applying vpressure to the most sensitive and most exposed financial nerve in
N Y.C. We decided that this was the World's Fair, a target available for extended
periods of experimentation this year and next. We were: tell;ng the supporters of
‘discrimination: "This is not one of those one-shot deals (a one-day school boycott,
a march on Washington, ete. ) that you take in your stride without reacting; this
will be an extended ordeal in which we will keep increasing pressure where 1t
hurts--where it loses nllllons of dollars for you i

It was very important for the Fair to open w1th a pollshed 1ook 1nstead it
opened with a rash--dirt, garbage and incommlete exhibits.. -The. ‘blocking of vehicles
entering the Fair with Constrie low mAtertals o4 Sat., 4/4/6l4 caught.the police off
guard and was very successful. It was the symbol of what was to come, lendlng
credibility to claims for the stall-in. The picket line of Sat., 4/18/64 kept the
pollce Jumpy in antw01patlon of the stall—ln.

v i s

‘the Fal-. “The ¢939 Fair oneue4 w1th§%ﬁ&fb00 This Pa*r played it sa‘e and pre-
dicted cnly 250,000.  It-claimed an attendance of 90,000. The real figwre is
probasiy c'osev to 50,000, but even the officigl figure indicates a serious loss of
millicas ox dollars in one_g;z. The normally heavy traffic on the arteries sur-
rounding the Fain. dlsanpeared for another reason also: the publicity fcr the stall-
in was so effective that most people who drive to work in Mahhattan used cther
" transportation. Also, it was known generally that Moses had goofed on his promises
of a finished Fair--"so why waste your money before the show starts." To top it
"off, it was a rainy day. The net result--as admitted and photographed by all the
papers--was.that there was very little traffic to stall. We would have been de-
votedly stupid to go ahead with an abstract stall-in--stalling no one but owr our-
selves. This holds whether we would have stalled with few or many cars.

We can understand how the papers, happy to ignore the disastrous drop in &at-

tendance, concentrated on the absence of the stall-in. It's harder to uncsistand
.Why people on our side knocked the stall-ln. “Could it be that they watched the
method so hard that they forgot to count the score.-the atfenuance? SEEP% ould
continue to 1nterfere w1th attendance thls well we could fo;ce c0uorete 1mplove-
ments,

The attendance drop was due- to the’ very thlng we hate--Lhe tendency of medi-
ocre, oblivious people to take the course of least resistance. People stayed away
to avoid trouble, In other words, they stayed away from the Fair for the same reasm
that they stay away from civil rights demonstrations. A few people help us openly;
a few fight us openly; the great majority AVOID TROUBLE! We suggest concentration
on the Fair. All civil rights groups, regardless of their ‘specialized inhibitions,
can find some creative inspiration in Moses! architectural circus. For this reason,
we suggest a directory of World!'s Fair Projects. This will indicate the exposed
nerves of exhibits which merit trouble. The most sensitive point remains transpor-
tation. Here we need a change of pace. When the papers decide we're bluffing, we!ll
really stop traffic; when we're ‘expected, we'll fail to show. We will try to pro-
duce a chronic impassability,  both real and psychological.

We hope that we progress to an.ofganized boycott of the Fair. The mere
thought should send shudders up the backs of millions of greenbacks.
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Like the overcoat in dogolfs Shorfléféry;.the New York C;ty school system has.--
been oafehed up until there just isn't enough substance left to patch onto. - The 7
system is burstlng at the Seams, end no métter how mugh, hemming and. whorxng the
Board of Educetlon w1ll attempt notolnb\éaz a.new system.w111 ‘work. Thls artlcle
is affirmation and Bupport for the: mllltant attempts of . hew York c¢ivil ‘rights groups
to get the much needed'hew system----oné that replaces Jim Crow with lntegrated i

quality educatlon for the cglldren of this caty. = 1;;{ 18

We supponted both of RQY. GalamISOn's school bcycetts'Uuse efforts were headed
due north, We support “the focus on the World's Fair, for that is the Achllles Heel..
of New York's power structure. In particulap, .we support Brooklyn CORE's "stall® 1n" ;
scheduled- for the:April, 22, opening of the Fair. Only thése -direct- confrontatlons
with the powers behlnd the Jim Crow system can effect change.

we were: out there w1th Rev. Galamison, Brooklyn and Bronx CORE, ét al, on Aprll i
L4th, when the Clty-w1de Cqmmlttee for Integrated Schools made their first hit on.the-
Fair. The surprise attack caught the Fair and the gity's Finest flat-footed ‘People ..
who were angered by that protest learned that integrationists mean businéss., When @ .
blocked by demonstrators :some. people working on the Fair demanded that the proteés= .-
tors go. On the contrary,-— Jim: CroW'must go ﬁ:'";a:NHN e e ;

The natlonal c1v11 rights. organlzatlons have been’busy turning themselves -
around as local New York groups have been, u31ng ‘the tactics that can bring about
integration. Whilé everybody..-- from the’ U.S; Supreme Court to PAT" -- admits that -
segregation must go, everybody is st111 11v1ng in"a segregated system. The point is !ll
the people'who want desegregatlon must use. the force of boycotts -strikes, and stall
ins to gét 1t st - : ‘ i

Slnce 125& i
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= In-December'1954 the Vew York City Board of Educatlon backed the
{1, 8% Supreme: Coupt's famous declslon banning school: segregatlon when
- it pledged::to- J'eiexz;l.;se-amd put into opeération 2 plan which will pre~ ' .
vent the further, development of such schools and integrate the ex1sthg ones as f”“
quickly as- pract*cable." Rt “that“time there.were 51 schools where the percentage 25
of Negro and Puerto. Rmcah children ‘exceeded 90% on.the elementary school level and
85% on the junior high' level “Téday, after nine years, there’are 165 such schools--
and none:of .the orlglnal have'been desegregated Durlng those years, the white
communlty "minded its own basiness" as the ‘minority” groups surfered for the whole
clty. i 1;. : _wﬁﬁﬁ ; :
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The December 1& 1955 New York Times reported that ‘g’ master plan to end se-
gregation in the. clty's_public schools has been proposed, to’ take effect in Septem-
ber. It would drast:.cally change -the present. zoning regu'latlons that -determine the
schools to which: the puolls st - go. Provisions are made in the plan to obtain
better: racial balance 1n ‘all ‘the 01ty's -$chools. - The. recommendatlons are contained
in a report of the. dbcommlssion on"Zonhing, . Thls is part of the Board of Education's
Commiss_on on Integrat;on...ﬁ;; The report.reeommended establlshlng (cont'd DB

e S o ;
1 -«uRAT "1s an organlzatlon of Parents and:: Texpayers 1n New York Clty dedlcated to
the preservatlon of the nelghborhood SQthlﬂ 1.9., tpe segregated school.
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Seg vgate& Schools-and Deseg;egatlpn Efforts (cont'd)

racial’ integratlon as.a card;nal obgectlve of zoning, as opposed to a2 neighborhood
school concept: inm which schools:.reflect the ethnic composition of the school dis-
trict. "The report emphasizes the preparatlon of a master plan. It would be form-
ulated by Dr. Jansen and be put into effect at the opening of the new school year.. ', |

A timetable ‘to bring about:: Aintegration in the schools would be set up. The Central"“A

Zoning Unit would.re-draw: boundary lines, select bus transportation, re-arrange
feeder patterns and: intreduce permissive zonlng to promote 1ntegrat1en." That was
back in December 1956, seven years .ago. . : A

While #he. reports were: being reported local groups -- 1nclud1ng the Parents!
Wb"ksuop, Herlem Parerits, local CORE chapters, the Northern Student Movement --
worked in the ghettos. to-improve the situation. Also, different official agencies
came ih': to combat::juvenile delinquency and illiteracy -- Mobilization for Ybuth(MFY
Associatéd ‘Cotmmunity Teams (ACT) of a domestic peace corps experiment, ete. But the °
chetto schools themselves experlenced ‘the Board ‘of Education's 1954 pledge through
programs in name only. As a teacher in a s¢hool endéwed with both a Higher Horizons
title and a Spe01a1 Service classification, I have yet to see anything that reseﬂdes
a "Spe01al" or "helpful" program for-the vast maaorlty of the students

The local" groups came to the conclusion that their Spec1a1 servlces --including
tutoring programs and workshops -- could not make a dent in the muck ereated.by the
school 'system itself. They had to tackle the system. ;

Pressure on the Board of Education brought a "plan" on August 23, 1963. This
plan, far from a "master!" plan, called for free transfer beginning in February 1964
and ‘the ‘rezoning of one pair ef Junier High Schools. Another piece of patchwork on
the wnole rotten system was not acceptable, so the City-Wide Committee for Integrated
School$: then- -consisting of 8 branﬂhes of the NAACP, 5-branches of CORE, Parents'
Workshop, Harlem Parents Committee and PACE, called- for-a boyeott ---to. comnclde
w1th the threatened teachers' strlke openmng day of schodl. L

Tﬁe*bbycott was<called ofﬁ when the Board agreed to:-make a Tentative Report
on Dée 1,-1963- and & Final. Report on Feb, 1 which would: include a timetable and
which would providefor J"‘rst.tl:sst.arrl;:l.::lf!. reallstlc and working ‘program of integratlal
in every school district by September 1964 consult with.community and civil rights
groups 1n formﬁlatlonxof teqtatlve and flnal plans.

' 2 } 3 .'.‘i':y"'-,"c- i o ‘—f\ 5 55 - % "t“k" -:.:.
Two meetlngs ‘were held between SepfijS and Dec.~I;' At the flrst meetlng rep-
resentatlves ‘of “the MAACP..asked. for dlscuésion “of the basic.design for. city-wide
dese regat1oﬁ*that -had" bgen: Submltted at pr.’GrdsSv -redquest by-Dr. Max Wblff Re-
seatth Directerifor the Commonwealth of Pu to Rido’inNéw York. Not only.was there
no discussion of :this: glan, it was even den,ed'that steh a:d851gn for city-wide

desegregatlon ex1sted ROL s

e i 4
1

5 Other plans' fbr 1ntegrat1ng the schooIs have*been submitted: by various groups,
e. g. Amerxean Jewish Congrees,'the Nayor's Cbmm1331on ‘oni:Hyman-Rights, the Parents!
Wbrkshop DeSplte the numerouaﬂmuster plan' “Includlng ‘tHat <156 report of the Board
of "Education's ‘ewn: sub-commitiee;.. the Mew “York' Timés-implied in. an. edltorlal of
Oct. 13; 1963 that: the:Board of nducat;on wolild nét, lebild oty or<should not pre-
sent a desegregatlon plan w;th tzmetable: “Thg Board played 1rr95pon51bly (cont'd)

(\;_ A

2 P This materlal Jon the 1963 deallngs with'the Beard of Edueat;pn, 1S based on
"Timetable of the Board's Bad Faith," a fact sheet by Teachers for’ Integrated
Quality Education (TIQUE).
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Segregated Schools and Deseg;egatlon Efforts (cont'd)

with fire when, earlier this year, 1t pronlsed that the next report would 1ncluoe a
specific "timetable' for integration, ' It made.the promise.as :a bribe to stave' off
the threat of bo"cott probably in the hope that: the day of ¢risis:might be indefi-
nitely postponed. There was no excuse for: the: Board's fal ure to.discuss candidly
with civ1l rights and community reoreseﬁtaolves...” e e - e

On December 9, the Board did ggk present a master plan ‘with- tlmetable. Instead
when the Board announced its Interim Report,.the "plan!. was:.basically the"same as
the one rejected in August, It suggested further that at some unspecified time-

there might be a pOSSlblllty of desegregatlng 16 schools for the entlre c1ty.

Protests became more militant. On Dec. 16 theré ‘Were, sit—1n arrests The New
York Times of the 17th headlined on p., 1: "25 ARPESTED-HERE.IN.SCHOOL PROTEST: 3
Clergymen Amcng Those Prevented From Staging Racial SitsIn at:Board" and they chose
Rev, Galamison for their "Man in the News." From that point:én,. things kept right'
on moving toward the February 3 boycott, when almost half the :school children of °
New York's public schools stayed out -- when almost half a. mllllon students had 5
their first lesson in democracy. - g ] e

The bribes continued also. The last, Just before the Feb 3 boycott was
another plan. This plan would have allowed the construction of more segregated
schools than it would attempt to desegregate. The.City-Wide Committee answered ‘the
bribe in detail. In a joint statement they explained.why they were going ahead with
that first boycott (reprint of that statement on p.10). However, since that plan
has just about been W1thdrawn, ECTES doubtful«that 1t was 1ntended as anythlng but

2 bribe. & et . L

The first boycott was heralded with as much fan-fare as the.March'on waShingtdm
It too was expected to be a one-shot affair -- more in the nature of celebration -
than confrontation. Indeed, just like.the March on washlngton, Bayard Rustan was
Director. Everything seemed to be under control.

But things weren't under control..~ Right: outside ‘the Board of Education;:James
Farmer, Nationzl CORE head, said, in' answer:to Board President Donovan's "it's a:
fizzle" comment, that we needed more of these fizzles! The crowd of demonstrators
responded with a roar of approval. People: wanted to push on to success.

That's when everything took on a dlfferent aura, All sorts of '"splits" were
rumored in the papers, then became open stories. Chapters' of PAT began:staging
"anti" demonstrations, holding meetings, giving out leaflets.. The:press began:
printing stories of violence in the schools with daily scorecards of:attacks on
teachers by students, : Splinter groups started their own "safe™ organizations with :
their own Usafe!" activities: the Puerto Rican '"prayerful" March:on: Sunday March 1
the March on Albany, March 10, of civil rights and labor organlzataons, e

Galamison ‘went ahead with -plans for the second boycott ~-he:lost the support
of natioral civil rights organizations -- but gained the' support of+local: groups - and
unasiiliated people. Started by the Brooklyn and Bronx chapters,..8 chapters of CORE
breke with National CORE's position and backed the second boyecott all the way. Mem--
bers of Fast River CORE staged a.sit-down.on the: Triborouvgh Bridge;:blocking.rush=
hour traffic, And on the day. of the second.boycott; Maréh 16th, -séme out-of-town..
baycott leaders joined Galamiscn, Robinson, Leeds, Brunson, et al, on the platform
Lawrence Landry, leader of Chlcago's 2 school boycotts, Stanley Branche, boyco%t

RSN senn 20 (cont'd)
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Segregated Schools and Desegregatlon Effbrts (ccnt'd)
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leader of Chester, Pa.; Gloria Rlcnardson of Cambrldge, Md., who led a vote boycott
on un-votable civil rights. Jesse Gray, Harlem -rent-strike leader was also on that
platform, as wepe Malcolm X and Rep. “dam Clayton.Pcwell

ran < cfohen:Galamison. led the attack on the WOrld's Falr.;The local CORE chapters have
; come up-with-tactics’to turn attention to what's, un-Falr. Together they head . doggﬁp
,Iy towards confrontatxon w1th the whole Jim Crow system.' S g et

= r . A AR S0
(= —~ ety

T,i A New Yorker can trace his -tensions back to’ about Feb 3 when the scene became
a:test of strength between two opposing camps -- when one wondered whether the“Negro
wodld break~out iof ithe ghetto or whether he would be contained. - :

Desegregation In discussing the problems of the schools, :the obvigus point is
i - pverlooked:- segregatlon is desigried to exclude and; confine the :

. - minority children. A mis-educated, 1ll-housed, qnemplgyed ghetto
system saps~the desire to learn or achleVe and gets one accustomed to defeat and
"1n1erlor1ty." -Getting equal educatlon means getting out of ,the ghetto system.-The

: answer to these who say,- "you mean to” ell me that a Negrq Chlld is: going .torlearn
more sitting next,to'a white child?" is x_g, net because somethlng_ls .going to.rub
off from the white child, but because the ghetto system will have been broken -='in
“the schools, to begin with.
iy .It is :educationally and morally necessary to 1ntegrateaschools~zlu- chmldren
can develop into healthy, functioning, discipiined human beings in a system:designed
to 'include and nurture them; 2-- integration is an education -- it teaches that
every human being is of value and provides interpersorali:rslations- ‘Hiecessary for
exposing the Jim Crow lie; 3-~' "The omission of any ichild:-in terms’ of home back-
ground, race, and socio-economic status from any classrobm. 'sets. yp’a ttern of
segregation of one kind or another. Academlc .racial or sécial’ segregatlon-is

destructlve.to all groups.. "J R : qn;bj i e

1wy

sy s e s Teats FGUNS u;,.’.:’.:
Of course - 1ntegrat10n means more than rac1a1 mxxlng in our inddequate” school
system. Integration is necessary for changing the:quality: of: the 8%5tem 1h'all
respects. !"In spite of the battle of semantics it is:.evident-thdt we are a3T" in-
‘terested in achieving the same klnd of school systemt.;smaller -classes;. academic
freedom, challenging currlculqm. professtonal dignity for the.teachlng profe331on
and :an-equal education for every child.™ St et ety 1Ay

oW 2

The semantic confusion is a cover-up for an emotqgnal\reactlon.» It beéomes
especially muddled on ‘thé busszng issue, -To cleer\1§~upw here are Some ‘facts ‘Abdut
bussing: 80a of the buses built" in the. U. S. . are; school(busesy: tens. of thousands’of
children aré bussed“every day in New York Clty (paroch;a&sand'prlvate schdols, open
enrollment); children ih rural areas ‘must be bussed. }eng-distances.to get ‘to any
school at all, People bis theirichildren if they are.convinced:that thelr‘chiidren
will be getting a better education., The. educatlonalfand moral. necessity £éi ‘8&Rool
desegregation far outweighs any immediate loss in achievement, let alone any ipcon-
viences due to bussing. For reluctant whites and‘for'reluctant‘Negroes ‘and Puerto
Ricans, however. such nece351ty does not outwelgh the fears .hunts, and;= K{cont'd)

r IR

3 -= "Classroom Grouplng and Integratlen," by;ﬁ L;ptog. prlncspal of the.RsJ-Bamley
: School in Hartsdale, N.¥Y. In Irftegrated’ Educatlon, Vol. II No. 1
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4 -- Letter from Rev. Galamison tb’ UFT*chapter chalrmeg'nrlor te March 16th boycott










































