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HE STALL-.iN WORKED

--by Earl Price

AIring the recent civil rights demonstrations at the I Jorldls Fair, the
CPa worked ItiLL Brooklyn CORE and Rev, Galanris'on1 s City Wide Committee,_/

Many_ people, for and against us , have decided that the stall_in failed.
py LocatiU1is unttire because our idea was to make the oppositi6n begin to yield

Dressure to the Erost; sensitive and most -e sed financialand aD neTve inTX

In':'-G7a-eTi79ifiai;--Tif;-iIi;--a;;ii;;iTF;-jIIF :itT;-To; BIT;;IEed
>rimentation this year and next, We were' telljng the supporters afperiods of

"Tr lot one of tho-se ani-shot deals (a one-day school boycott,iiTgi;fr:1 afl;i

This

a march on- Washington, etc, ) that you take in your stride without reacting; this
will be an extended ordeal in which we will keep increasing- pressure where it
hurts--where it loses millions of do+lars for you. "

it wag very important for the Fair to open with a poliahed look; instead it
opened with a rash--.dirt, garbage and incomplete exhibits... .Thq.. blocking of vehicles
entering the iair with construction materials on Sat. , 4/4/64 cau£h-t.,the police off
guard and was very successful, it was the symbol of what was to collie, lending
Qredibility to claims for the stall-.in, The picket line of Sat, , 4/18/61+ -kept;' the
police jumpy in anticipation of the stall.tn.

BEn!)PJg£tay_e£a_VBa from
played it sa Ce and pre-

diet;ed crII_y 250, 000. It .claimed an aLter,dance of 90, 000. The real fig..be is
praba'3]_y c:Loser to 50, 000, but even the offlci CL figljrg indicate! a ser5_ous loss of
g;}}=jg.inli: _$9:,:!.giqJn one. M., The nolinally heavy traIl-i.c 'on the ar'L,erles sur-
rou'.'.ding tI,e FaIr'disappeared for another reason also: the publicity for the stall-
in ' u?.s so effective that most people who drive to work in Manhattan Used other
tr:_nsFortat,.ton.. Also, it was known generally that Moses had goofed on his pronfises
of a f:ini.shed Fair--" so why waste your money before the show starts. " To top it-
off, it VIa s a rainy day, The net result--as admitted .and pho-tographed by all the
papers-.-was . that there was -levY little traific to stall: We would have been de-
votedly stupid to go ahead with an abstract stall-in-east;aIling no one but our our-
selves . This holds whether we would .have stalled with few or many cars,

+ ;

tened stall..'In was belie
the Fai:'’: %;-HJS-'?; IF-;;;;:gf i;-tme;#:at;5:-

We can understand how the paper-s , happy to- ignore the disastrous drop in at-.
tendance, concentrated on. the absence of the stali-in, it is harder to uni.e"_'stand
why people on our side knodked the -stall...in. ' Could it be tha} .t:!!o' wa}.ci',q}_ t.he

M:\=o t:ai::t::::rgb;{Mo:£Elr£=):H+ E:: Nic let:IiI:: iI:;i

tat;ion. Here we need a change of pace:''When the' papers decide welre bluffing, weil:L

-The attendance drop Was due- to the ' very thing tIe hate..-the tendency of ©edi-
ocre, oblivious people to- take' the cout se of least Yesistance, People stayed away
to avoid trouble . In other words, they stayed away from the Fair for the saIire reasa

a few fight us openly; ' the great majority AV01D TROUBLE! We, suggest CQpcentrat.i.on
on the Fair, All civil tights groups , regardless of their =specialized inhibitions,

that they stay away from civil rights demonstrations, A few people help us openly;

can find some creative inspiration in Mosds 1 a'rchitectura1 circu$ . For this reason,
we suggest a directory of Worldls Fair Projects, This v/ill indicate the exposed
nerves of exhibits which merit trouble, The most sensitive point remains transpor-

really stop traffic; when we1 re -ex}>dct;ed, weIll fail to show; We will_ try to pro-.
dIne a chronic impa ssability, . both real and psychological,

ments

We hope that IIe progresg to an £!ganized boy£o.tt a}_ the Fair, The mere
thought should send shudder$ up the backs of milllons of gre6nbacks ,
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is affirdg}Aol\ .ahWii$ptSit -'for:€hq-iiilit&hti. .’.a& bea$>t$ .gf , Ilbw Yoik eivii : rights groups
to get the. much n.6p4d€i--new system .-- and .tMi' reFlacdg" jJ,W'-Crow with iqtegf&tecl

I '1rTf

LUce th; 8verc8ai; -ii ' d6g61 ig gb&t&Eds#, ,the; Hqw YuE Cit# biltodi- +stem .has ’
beep patehdd up: up}}; tbeT9 . jbIs+ .}snlt enough substance :Left - ta ' patch odi;or -: The c;
system is hBx?}ing ++ t tip :' ge&nsl : +ncy:' ho , hgt£er. how IBU$!} he@ning and whoring the
Board of Ekluca£i6f}rw$11~attejnpt:: '- nothifr+"tM+'a..new sy§ jorII dil l-'work:' 'niis',=£rticle

qua:Lit# ''educat,i'On.. f@ ;,..QWdretI of tihis aLty, I ', ’f

+

\\Te suppo'£tbd,-,©;§.:Q:i Bit; Gal£mI$bfI LS '"schoo1 beycdt$';tIMe- efforts were' headdii
due north, We support th6"fbca S on- thd. wand’g Fair i fbr .th4t -is tlhe Achqli es Heel.'I:
of New Yorkls power structure, in particul.aF, '.WP 'sBppQr'!. Brdok17n
scheduled.'£oh-the: /,pr.+k> 22,,9inning of the Fair, dniy 'tHd6B'"dlitect?.
with t;tld' powers-. bq}rind... tiP .I+tn’ Cf6w sjst;en ean effect: chqqgq.,

H h == +••H+

C}OREts ’'gtq11 ’}p'!
3arfront&Hong : 4 ; t :

r

We weB:but thwp, Iwil;h :Rev,. Galapiibdi, B+ooklyn: Bad„ .Bronx' CORE; &t al, on April= rr„ -:.
4th, when the Citi?HUe Cqpmit;tee .for Integrated Schoolq made the:+ first hit -on tha
Fair, The surprise a'ttddk caUght ' the Fair and. the ..cityls fihest flat..foQted,. .PeoFae :
who were gpgered by that protest learned that 'idtegrat}Qnists ne-gn busindss, When
bldcked' by .dem6dstr4t;grp; ; SOme.'.people ver Icing on the Fair demanded that the protdST :_: I

tors go, " On the contrary, --. 'Jjfi.- crow:'ir ist &>.

:The nationpl civil rights organizat'iQns hate beeb’:busy „,turning themselves
around- a$ 1ocal New York group£ ' haVe t)agn, -U$tag ' the .tacJdcs. that cap bring about}
integ+atibp: Whql,6'-:6vdqrbody..' r- nod the- ij:Si -Suprerne' Cap!; to PAT1 T- admits ' that
segrQ94t;Oh - huRt g6, everybody {s .still ' liVing in' d segFbgate£i: g.ystetn: The point ia
the F5e6F51e' wha'Want degegregat}iQn must as.e'.-the- forde of .t)’oy'eotbg , strikes , and stall
ins to..get':it, ' - ' -.':i -"' .'. '.- ;.:-:; Jj:' . : . . ' - -'’- :'- j

' - (J,'S'i -Suprernei $qtFJ;J. s. famous d6cision banning 6cboo1 .,segregation when' '
' it-$16eiged:,Be':%9yise anci. bu} ' into opetat;ion a plan which #ill; pre:

vent the ftFt.her. daVejQpnent of such schdols and integrate the . existIng oneb as

(.

c:: It}:becdtabeH'..195+;' 'the" New %rk City Board of ’ EHp9at}lin b9ckdd the

quickly as' 'prbctiqabl'6';.'11 ::'=A\ =Dbe’:tina there. were 51 schools where the perCentage
of Negro. and Pu9fto. .Rlcatj qtii:id:red ;exceeded .90'% on . thi elementary school level and
85§ on the' junIor .high-'.lb+giF---'iast;. after nine years', the;o- are 165 such schools-.-
and none' of ,t:hQ Qrigin gL" :hgy6';}Bea:'d9$Qgregpted. .During those years , ’-the ,wh:Ite
community - "minded ;its ’ odfr'b&sihbsb " as tha ' iiindr'ita " groups surf&ed :.fQr the. who19

i J

city

Since
-h- •

:':' The 'Decembei . 1++,'. 1956' bf£b';York Times reported that -lta ' master plan to end q9-
gregatLon .in the . citylg. .public ' bchools has been proposed. . +O' take effect in ,Septem-.
bere it WQ IIla drastidg}:by etlange -the present. zoning FegulatiQn6 that .determine the
schools -tO which-:the .pupIl$ ’mt}st - go. Pio-rislon$ are made in the t)lan to obtain
better.-racial balanab. ifiT'ab ;the city-1 s '6CIIDol Q, The ..red6mrnQnda€ions are contained
in a report . of t.hi ..$&b6.b{iaiss jon: one -Z'ohink: This . is part of the boafd. of Fducation , s
CoIlmi.is aial: on 'jp+e&{a-+jon, .;,-r1. 1 The; reporti.reeqmrende(L e9tablistMg (cont 'd p: S) ,

rfa
I -.-- ;PAT 11is. 'an 9rgaQ}pa-Ujb:p-’of;'Br6hl;s: ami';lbxpayers: .}ri- .iWw York City' dedicated to

the preservatioi -bf 'the $q:+ghb&rhob’d:schQal',n, .+jp,;. &pe segregated scho61,

A
n + :-; I (I ( {

A b 3 ) ab1 : i;f I p w ij I) I: ::o ; i
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£89regatPq 'seh6o:Li-.' and'De$egr99atiQp-' Effort!. (cont 1 d)

raciaI' iht;99ration:.ab . a Caedjnal .objective of zoning, as opposed to a neighborhood
school conGer>t- irf' whl'ch -$ct\OQ iL_q-.reflect the. ethnic composition of the school dis-.
trict;. "The report emphasIzes the prQ-ba-ratid!!. of a master plan, it wotad be form-
ulated kv Dr, Jansen and be put Into ef:edc't' at -the opening of the new school year,
A tImetable 'to bring 'aboul} Jin}pgTptlion in the schools would be set up, Tbd Central
Zoning Unit;' would- re-•draWdbQut@qry. :Lined, s6le©t; bus transportation, re-.arrange
feeder pattefns- +nd'. iqtrcduQe permissjve zoning to promote integratiQni H That was

back in December 1956-,' --'6even. year9:.a.ge, '. . . .. . . . ' ’. :' :

While ;t;he' reports .were' beIng reported, local groups -- including the Parents1
Works:'!ob, Har16 gl ---PateritS,, .lpcal CORE- -chapterS , the Northern Student MQvernent --,
workdd. 'irI. the ghottd5-.'to“improve the si\uati6n, Also, different official agencies
came it' :+d abrnbat;:: juvenije dQlinquency and illiteracy '--. .Mobilization for Youth(W),
Associat:dd '-C6thntfnity Teams ( ACT) of a.dornestiC peace corps experiment, e.to . ButI -the
ghetto schobis' thernselwS experienced 'the Boqrd 'of EHubation.’s 1954 '.pledge through
programs in name only, As a teacher in a s6hod*l €nde>Wed with both a Higher Horiz,o.ns
tit;ie and a Special Service classification, i have yet to gee anything that re$&©trbs
a "special11--'or tthelpful" .program for„.the .ypst rna jQrit,y of the students .

The local 'grouF>s came to the conclusiqn that- their s}>6eia1 $ervi9es .-.-ir;8ludlng
tutoring. programs and workshops – could not make a '-dbnt in the muck' $reatled .by the
school '- system- itself . They had to tackle the system.

Pressure on the Board of Education brought a "plantt on August 23, 1963, IThib
plan, fqr from a umastern plan, called for free transfer beginning in February :L-96&

and' t:hq 'rezonihg of -qne pqir: q:E i&uni w ..HIgh ,SchoQls , Another piece of patchh'ofk on
the whole r6tten system was not pecQptable', 69 +he City..Wide -Committee for Integ£atai
schoo:II ; than- consisting ' of 8 branchqs .,Qf 'th6 'WCPi- 5'-br&ne'hes of CORE, Parents 1

Workshop, Harlem Parents Committee and'.P/ICE, . caljed' foti':a boycbtt; -.T, T}o .9oinQid9
with t:hQ threatened teachers t strike 6pening day of gchod1 1 .

tI{# bt#6ott; As ;©aii9d of£ . vigil' it;a B&;d agrded to: . make a TentatIve Report
orr M,;'-'i':,-':-1963- and h'.'.Final, .Repoit' on. Feb, I which would : include :a .tiJnetabie and
which would pro+ikie“&n .lb fe.ubqt}antip1 , rep}istic- abd working 'program of integratia!
in oy PFi1 :c!@ qi?trict tv SeptetntBr 1962+; ' consult with:'coMMunity and civil &bts
groufig;B} ; WMdLattm nf ,:teqbq}iy9 . ami jf}pal .plans .

fE- -f

TM’ ’%e'dtiHgS'.-werd heIdi.,bqtigbq . .$8it';:. :5:anI!=+)qQ , "'l' At' the . ftE+t ,.meeting rep..
resent;£tixfag Taf:the HAAep,'a6ked-.foi--di$tJg§ ton':aif :the basiC =design :Epr. city-'.dide
des+#+$g++i8PlcthaV I had- been:' s,$?di++dPI al."pf.j:;®3§?#--'tequest bY'. Dr , Max . Wolff , Re-
sea;ih : tX becta+ if bn :-the- Ge'mmoT\waaIH ibf -p&#}};b Riba-: in'; N6w: Yp:rk , . . Not only was there
no discussion oF:ttUs-T.blaIr,:. t++ was' e+drl Bbl%df {b#: SMI a:db$ign.' for city.-wide
despgwgation existed.2 ' -' -'' "'"' ; --- ' "---:- ' "::; ; 1 O! ; i'.',

3

-bth6f : I>:Lans- a)r '£;;4;i'rk' .tiLE bbb as 'bg++:b&bh fk&$hibte€!- tv, varipus groups ,
e : gr Amir$6-atf -Jebigh .CJ.QngrQ$s„ .the,.,MByQf t'S' 1;6miiggibh' -dH::+lwnanT}ti€htiS, the Paren+s 1

Wd$ksho}j.;"-Des bite .the .nunerQuq.aias bi big}{sf -'tndlU€1fng'-that "t,S6' report .of the Board
York- :firiag;iIiplied; irl. an '9'ditaria1 of

nd;E , :b&x&d tnot; I' .=or .:Fhould riot pre-
I ply,fad -ifre$pQnQibly ; ( cont ’ d)

Eklucati6n ! s :own; subhQomnit;t)ee
;be;Bqarc!.PfSEiII ::' S: l=:pLan, M+.h t:

• +qG ( . i= r ; L. r! o I +q .L

ial, or; ti£" -:i963 abali+!gb" ;Iiiii +hb' Bogrd -bfi'BHueA£i;>i,,..is.ba'jea . oIl
"Timetable of the Boardls Bad Faith, " a fact sheet by Teachers for ltlte'gtated
Quality Education (tIQUE:) ,
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Effort! (cont ’ d)Segregated Schools and rlon

w5th fire when, earlier this ;'ear, it FJtohised that the next report would include a
specific i timetable ! for integration. ' it made,:the promisQl as a bribe -to stave' -off
the threat of boycott, probably in_ +he hope that' ,the day 'of ’crisis:blight be indefi-
nit;ely postponed. There was no excuse for. tho, Boar£its -failure to: discuss candidly
with civil rights and community repre senb a.t.jves.i-, tt ?'

On December 9, the Board did not, pres9nt; a:' master, plan; with tihetable, Hst;ead,
when the Board announced its interim ReF)prt ,-. the - 1-Iplan1.1' . was . basically the ’ saMe as
the one rejected in August, it suggested further' that at' some unspecified - time'
there @ be a possibility of desegregating 16 schools for the entire city.

Protests became more militant, On, ,Dec ' 16 there . iwere . sit'-in arrests , . -Thi New
York 'b:mes of the 1’7th heacUined on p, 1: It25 ARRBSTEE)_HERE ,'IN=seHool PROTWTT ;.3
Clergymen Among Those ?revente4 From Staging R,acial' Sit bIn_-at ;.Board11 and they chose
Rev , Galamison for their 11Man in the iqews , it From that.-$oiHt-'an',' thingb.-.k6pt' 'r lgbt
on moving toward the February 3 boycott, when almost- 'hal£ the .sehoo1 Childten of
New York '$ public schools stayed out – when almost half a. million students -had
their first lesson in democracy.

;

The bribes continued also. The last, just before the Feb, 3 boycott, was
another plan, This plan would have .+jl®red. the construction ' of more segrdgat'dd
schools than it would attempt to desegrQgate, The . City-Wide Committee- -answe!'dd .the-
bribe in detail. In a joint statement. +hqy explained _wlV they were going ahe£d with
that first boycott (reprint of that statement on p. 10 ) . However, since that plan
has just about been withdrawn , .it is doubtfUI ".that it was -intended as anything- but
a bribe ;

The first boycott was heralded with as. much fan-fare as the March on Washingtt£l.
it too was expected to be 3 one-shot affair – more in the nature- of celeb?a-tion
than confrontation, indeed, just like. the March on Washington, Bayard 'fiust.in .bas:
Director. E;veIvthing seemed to be under control .

But things werenTt under control .il a Right, outside 'the ,Board .af Ekibcati6n-, I' James
Farrner, National CORE head, said, in' answer: to .Board President Donovanls '1.it IS 'd
fizzle " comment, that we needed more- of these fizz-ies ! The 'cfowd of dernonstratots
responded with a roar of approval. People, wanted to push on to success .

Thatls when everything took on a different aura, ELl sorts of "spLits " were
rumored in the papers , tkpn became open stories , Chapters' Qf PHE began: -staging
tlanti" demonstrations, holding meetings , giving out leaflets' The-press began
printing stories of violence in the schools with daily scorecards bE attacks on
teachers by students, - Splinter groups started their own "safe!'.'-' organizations with
the tr own " safe" activities : the Puerto RiCBn 'lprayerful", March.:all' SUnday_March 1;
the March on Albarv, March :LO , of civil rights and :Labor organiba.Lions ,

C;alanison went ahead with. .plans . for the second boyeott ++= he;:Lost 'the support
of nati-oral civil rights organizations -L bull' gained - the.' suppobt'. of=’local- groUps . and
ana;i'i-?-:-a';-,ec1 people . St,art;ed by the , Brooklyn and Bronx' chapters ,--.8 chapters of CORE
brol;e -iii 1; Ii National CORE’s _position ' and backed the second boycott all the day, %em'-.
bers of East River CORE $t;aged a . sit-..dQwn . on the Trib-arot',gh Bridge j;--bIockirtg , rush-.
hour traffic . And on the day . of . the seQond,bOycott.i ''Mareh l6t!),. I same out-.o£btown
boycott leaders joined GalamiserI, Robinson, :Leeds, Brunson+ et al , on. I.hq.pl++form:
Lawrence Landry, leader of Chicbgots -2 school-' b6ycott s; ' Stanley 'Branche, boycott

( dont 1 d)
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leader of Chester, Pa, ; Gloria Ricknrdson of Cambridge, Md, , who led a vote boycott
on un-vot;able civil rights . Jesse Grp)r. Harlem.,rent•'•6trike leader .was .also al that
platform, as welle. Malcolm' X and Rep. 2Ldaa1 ClaftJ6 tr 'pobd11.

bl

s- Fairled the attack on -the nIe . local- have4'heq; C}alanison
e .up . with -tp.ctics."' to turn- attention to Tos.. pri.-Fair
}QW9rds confrontat;ian - with tha- who+e J+n C;rpW ?y.gte3r.

; q

')

A' Nqw .}orkQT can 'trace hls -tensions back' tQ' gba bt iib, 3- ben the .scQne -.be(game
aTtest. of str9ng.th .between two of>posing dartlps – when one wondered whether . the --Ne'gro

v?Q+y ibnpak +out :of .the' -gHettO or what;hdr -hd would be contain$,

In discussing the problems of t;hQ schools.,.,.me otVi_eRS point is
over:Looked:'. sbgfegation is designed to exclude. gn.c} Qqnfine the

, . b . minority children:’ A' mis.-9dUcated, ill-houped,' RaWpIxWed ghetto
system saps. the desire "to. leah or ac}MVp and gets ona a-9cqstap9£!,to defeat and

vt. Itij€qr jaXty, " - Getting; equal dducation fIleans getting out ,,o$,,}hp g'}rett.o' system, ' The
in'swet to .tb9s9 who say, uyou :bean to'- tell me that a Negr9 c}$Ldf is: going .t©'1leatn
m9re ,sit};ing :nut.. ta a whit6 child? n is z=, ng!- I)Qcause '$9n9t.hiRe. is,.going toirbb
eff \from_ the white child, but beCause the ghetto $#stem lili; have been broken d 'in
the sch6ols , to begin with,

. . . , .It i,s ieduca,tiona11y aInd m&ally necessaly to' ihtegrite jgct\oals f 'aH-; chIldren
can develop into hoa:Lt-W, functioning, discipiined human beings in a syst@n.aiestgned

eXposing the JiM’ Crow --}ie; 3P-' "The omission of any jchiact.'irf XMMg.: of halle back.:

;iE : :: : = t :: : e &q : : q 1s : : i: : §o : 1;; } ; e : t+t::Ha !!;:cTrl ::FiT: : : ;!it;iii:St : Ej=+; Hl i
destruqtive to al+ groups,. T?. :I - ' . . - - - : - ;'-,, 'a L,'i . I-ci.'}';'!'\ ' : -' . '= :'- : . .. :-.-::

I. i.g. -.'. - Of course int69ral;ion Means - more . than racial - m£King 'in . oni ih£eldquate' - SChop:L
system, integration is 'necegsgfy' for chahging t}le":quality:-.of.-the tB}gtem' rib all
respects, Bjrt spite of the battle .of semantics it .is .';gvidentFtkMt-' We afa -ali::$=
terested in achieving the same kind;.of -sc.hog:L sy stept*..:Hda:him ;'cla'gses ; ' ac£dQmiQ
,freedom,: challenging 6urricul,wn„ 'pFo-£ess}on41 . qigni!;y.,.if6r tba 'teaching pf6fbsstpr}
and ,an .equal education for eVery child. "+ . . . .- . ,:.’;I': ?-, f/f; - i -' :' It'-. ;=

]; J

to 'include and nurture them; 2-n.- integration is an education o- it teaches that
every human being is of value ansi provides interpers.onali'.rdLatAorb' ':decesspr# for

i \

The semantic confusion is a cpver-up for an ep9ttkln&:L Xeae:ti6n. -’ it -M:ome- s
especially muddled on 'thd btissirlg ’jg$uP, ;Td .c:}pBr *.tk.BPS; bebe. 'are bane ;facTtb :ib€5at
bu.s$'ing: a)$ of the -buses built ' in I,he. U:S. , arg,' +qho taf buses- lo tens. of th6uga-tiM:of
children ard bu6sed-'bverv' day in' NeW Yi?rk;’Ci+y (.pqrppMa&and 'private 'schd61:$ , 'bi©n
enrollment) ; children in rural ar9as' @ '.bd busge£iuL©jr -.©6.tanceb-. tb get tO a'fly: ::
school at all, t'dople bds t}leir:'.ohLLdren 'i if thQy' aj®ayinced£ that thdiT irQ}aWen
will be getting a better educatjon. Thq. edpca+++nai, randI ratiral. deee$bit/-fd+ :98Hoo1
desegregation far outweighs any Imnedi£te loss in. qchiev?mentit ,lg\,tp)QP.Q4+.nFL;Won-
viences due to bussing , For reluctant whites andI.fot'+6iuitadt -Ndgfo6g 'grid Puerto
Ricans , however, such necessity does not .ou.tp9igh . bbq. ,fp%q, .}!yEtel , gn(i F ki’(panb":d)

I /II/

. Grouping- and -lntegfat$n;:ti 'b9,'r+,.' +ihtgbp: '.'§Fi@pal of - the, RdaBatley
scIbol .jn Hartsdale,. N, Y, ii INeeg$ated fbu+citi&f; Vi:L;II, No, 1. .._... ...._'....._

IF --on-.Letter froln'. Rev , Galamigbn tb-- tiFf dh;Ote$" bh£irglej{' Iii-b; ..}9i'$@!i- l6t tl boWott+
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hates of a direct confrontation with prejudice and discrimination.

The job of the Board of Education is to seb' that the children of. this. city get
the education that can help them develop into healt tv, functioning , mature adults .
it is in this light that the placement of student,b', utilizing 'bussi'rrg-; z&ling, et-c. ,
is not only completely justified, but required. On -the other hand, there 'is 'no
justification for the Board of Education to wait f6r the adult population ' ta want
bussing, for attitudes are the last things to change, The BoaIa must do what is
necessary .to make sure tha.t t;herd is no harvest of +hb bitter €rqit? ;of ' Aej tIdied:
in the next generation. - , . ' ' . - ' . - ;I

Those who think Negro chUdren have to prove their "worth" in the pres HIt
situation first, are forgetting that they are "worthy" now. -' -Chil hei ard : kairjg -}o
be defensIve - and "undi$ciplined" so long as we pile the $icknesg- df '-our w8rld on
their backs , There is something wrong with the reasoning that Negro or Pberl;'o ' Rican
children would be showing pride in themselves by doing the best they can in the
present situation, i,e, by accepting a system which rejects them, All this smells
of the separate-but..equal contradiction: that segregation -can 'cure What segregation
causes

Checking history, separate educational facilities have somQhow' just "never gat-
ten to be equal --. whether in the north or in the SQuflh, The SQhools of' Harlem,
for example: -' ' '. -' -- - - . '

"The Public lnucation Association }n their 1956 gtudy'-fo did :that the arithMetic -
and reading achievement_ levels of minority gr_9-up Bath griaerg-'-wefe tda yeats be-
hind their white contemporaries; eighth gradet-s bere-t-breb' year9 behinc'i, (6ohi;lcD

5 – liSearchli-g-ht: An Expo$e of New York. ci}y:gi:hoo!:i";by David: Alis:$1. Pubiishea
in 1951 by Teachers Center' Press. ' ' - - -- ' '--=’ " '- - ; : - :- = ’ ' -*

-:
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+ltAft:er the riot of March 19, 1935, the Frazier report, called--for _by the 'M4ydr 16 . ':
Cornmission on Conditions in Harlem, pointed to discrimination against Harlem
children. The report called attention to a high proportion o£ double Bessions and
over-crowded classes , high teacher-turn-over, and lack of equiptnent -in shops , ,: : .=' _'

laboratories, libraries and gymhasiums . The report cited da ses where the school
discriminated by failing to encourage Negro students toward corwnercial- or -academi®
training to which they were entitled and for -6hich they -were @qUipped,

"In July, 1935, a committee of the Board of -aiucation made -.fart;y=five general
30rwnendations to cover the needs of Harlem ' s$hQQls,.). I : =- :'_ ’-' t'

"in January 1939 , a cornrnittee of principals made a great nuribqt Q{
"in 1945, on the basis of two years of experimentation, the Harlem Project made

a report with thirty-two recommendationS}:--':'- :' : ' - '; - - -- - .'._= : ' :*: '=,i

"In 1950 , the Harlem Council- on Fducati6h Warned that th& child}dn-- of ' 'Harlem
were faced with mass illiteracy unless drastic action :were taken ifbm6diatelyJTh6y

tarde c3 one year or more in reading and arithmetic - and:;'60$
years or more ! (This latter figure is almost three times the scandalously high
city-wide ' retardation rate of 236. )

"Conditions had actually deter%rated since 1945:.

"And yet f

pointed tO a study of several junior high schools , Of -.the--£tudents,’ 90% were rev
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Were---retarded. three
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What about conditions since_ 1950?


























