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We come from a variety o! organizations, each w:lth a particular set of 

primary tasks. But we are united for the cause of human equality at home and 

abroad. We are further united in our concern that our Government should pursue a 

vigoroue policy to uphold human equality both domestically and internationally. 

The apartheid policies of the Government of South Africa make not only 

for a major denial of human rights, but also create tensions which can seriously 

disturb the peace of the world. Consequently, they fall within the w:lder frame of 

reference of each of our organizations. 

It may be helpful in pinpointing our discussion today to suggest: first 1 

some policies whiob might be urged on the United States Government; second, what 

our organizations can do jointly; and third, what can be done separately by each 

organization. The attempt here is not to be exhaustive in listing a great many 

specifics, but rather to indicate some general lines of approach. 

Pol±cies to be Urged on the Government 

1 . It should be noted that during the last two sessions of the United 

Nations General Assembly, the United States took a significant step forward: it 

promised to end shipment of arms and material which can be used in the manllfacture 

of arms to South Africa. It ia the task of our organizations to see that this 

policy is consistently implemented. 

2. Economically, the South African Government depends to a significant 

degree on foreign trade and investments. United States trade and investment is 

grow:lng and is now second only to Britain 1 s. Our government should be urged to 

adopt policies to discourage further private investment in South Africa. We can 

IWge such action on two gro~mda: (1) our trade and investment helps sustain South 

Africa's present racist regime; and (2) American investment is extremsly- risky in a 

country where a ""'.I!J l minority eont,l'l)).s a vast l!lajority by dint of ever-increasing 

repression. 
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J, The government should be urged to support the resolution passed by 

the UN General Assembly calling upon Member States to place an embargo on petroleum 

and petroleum products to South Africa. 

4. The government should be strongly urged to sponsor interracial events 

through functions at the El:nbassy and the US Consulates in South Africa. This 

policy had a beginning the last 4th o£ July, but has not extended very far. 

5. The government should be urged to help implement a resolution passed 

during the Eighteenth Session of the General Assembly calljng upon Member States 

to give aid to all families of all persons persecuted by the South African Govern­

ment for their opposition to apartheid. 

Joint Qrganizational Approaghes 

It is important to consider the framework within whioh organizations con­

concerned about South Africa can act together. There ere probably two choices: 

rirst, establishing some kind of s coordinating council which would allow for 

minimal organizational machinery. .A clearing house for important information could 

be maintained; meetings for consultation could be held as often as necessary, and 

especially during times of emergency; joint statements could he issued or joint 

actions undertaken ae developmentS" warranted it; a framework would be provided for 

any form of activity to be decided on, whether a boycott campaign, public demon­

strations, the holding of regional or national conterGnces, pressing for particular 

legislation, or giving some prominence to the question of US policies toward South 

Africa in political campaigns, etc. 

Second, joint action could be undertaken on an ad hoc basis. Thus, 

organizations could be drawn together for any particular program, such as ho~ding 

a con£erence, signing a joint statement, pressing for a particular govemmental 

policy t~uoh as on American investments in South Af'rica, etc. 

Agtion by Orgapizations Separately 

Again there are a mult.itude o! poesibilities. }(an,y of the actione which 
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are open to organizations separately, are also programs which could be Undertaken 

jointly, In many cases, even when joint action is taken, additional~reasure can 

be generated by separate moves made by the cooperating groups. In this way, a 

minimal joint program is extended by the particular additional steps each organiza-

tion finds appropriate fo} itself. Some of the poseibilities include: 

l. nistribution of materials to llll!lllbership. 

2. Passing resolutions at conferences and conventions and urging 
particular policies on the government. 

J. Examining orgenizational investments and Withdrawing these 
investments from firms deeply involved in business in South Africa. 

4. Through various projects, to give assistance to the many ,POlitical 
refugees from South Africa. This kind of aid can be channeled in 
many different ways, such as through schools for refUgees which 
have been established in various parts of the African continent, 
or for scholarship assistance to refugees who are here or want 
to come to the United States to continue their studies, or through 
financial assistance toward legal defense of the political 
opponents of apartheid. 


