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The Mlwaukee chapter of the Congress of Raclal Equality
(CORE) presents 1ts findings and opinions before the M lwaukee
School Board's Special Committee in order to point out some of
the serious problems existing primarily 1in the lnner core
gchools, In the following discussion, the soclological and
gcademic problems are discussed together, as we feel that the
two fields are lnterconnected, and cannot be separated, Whether

gepregated facilities are purposeful, circumstantial, or
accldental, they must be corrected lmmediately, The separation
of studente and schools bhecause of race is an obvious injury
both to the student's academic acecomplishments, and to his
peyehological develonment, Although correcting the establlshed
gegrepation based on housing restrictions and zoning will fake
gome serious, vigorous planning, and study, there are many
inequalities in Milwaukee's educational facilities which can
be sorrected immediately,

Exeuses generally given to keep separsaie educational
facilities are the aileged lower level of Negro educational
ability, or the poor famlly background of students, The
difference of abillty betwsan c¢hildren due to race has never
been defended by any competent social scientist, and this view
ie worthy of no serious consideration, The other excuse of a
poorer backpround is true in gome cages, But to place all the
parents of YNegro children into one clasgs 1s a sterotyped and
pre Judiced view, There are certalnly aschool dlastricts in
Mlwaukee outside of the inner core with simllar parental
economic and social backerounds, An experienced core teacher
commented that the school has the student longer than he is at
home, and that with understanding end an lnteréest ln the subject
being taught, it iz possible to educate a large majority of
gtudents well, regardless of the family backpreound, So there ia
no defendable basis for the racial separation of school
ahildien, end CORE will consider this i1ts position in this
report,

CORE feels that the almost 100% Negro sttendance at many
Mlwaukee schools is extremely detrimental in itself,
Regardless of the fact that the inner core 1s heavily Negro
in population, to bulld a system of publiec education on
separate schooling by race goes against the 1954 Supreme Court
decision in Browm vs., Board of Education that in publie
gducatlon, eespareste but equal educational facilities are
inherentiy unequal, and violates basle common senge views on
educational eguality. To find examples of raclally integrated
gchools that have been Tery successful, one need go no further
than the Unlversity cf Wisconsin - lidlweukee Campus Elementary
school, IT the Milwaukse School Board would quit looking for
detalls and cases to prove that integration will cause
hardahiips and {rouble, and start taklng the positive gide and
gee wnat progressive cities and educators have acecomplished in
gimilar cireumstances, we could begin to have a pood system
of integrated schools,




In the placement of teachers in inner core schools, there
geems to be a feelling by the School Board that placing Negro
teachers in the core schools "works out better that way", It is
logical that more Negro teachers would tend to teach in the
heavily Negro inner core schools, but why are so few Negro
teachers placed in other Mliwaukees schools? This would be an
excellent way to break down the prejudlices that now exist in
many Mlweukse school children,

Another problem 1s the quality of teachers placed in core
schools, and the amount of effort spent on speclal guidance,
gpecial classes, etc, One young language teacher interviewed
was assigned to the core area as her first placement directly
from college = evidently a rather normal procedure, She did not
have any experience, and was assigned to a class that consisted
of problem students many years clder than their clasametes =
students normally put in speclal classes in othesr areas of
the city, Her initisl sxperience so angered her, that she qult
the Milwesukee FPublic School System, and 1s ncw fteaching in a
guburb, ot only did the city lose a good teacher, but this case
is not unusual in the asslpnment of lnexperienced teachers to
the core area in disproportionate numbers, The inner core should
not be &2 training ground for new teachers -« 1t should be the area
in the city where some of the best and most experienced teachers
are placed, If the School Board considers the standards here low,
then why not corrsct this with better than average teaching
gtaffs? The establishment of special classes for both slow and
fast learners must be accelerated to keep up with the rest of
M 1lwaukee's schools, plus the lmprovement of curriculum to
meet the standards of the rest of the clity. It is no excuse to
offer an inferlor curriculum, and then state that the students
coming out of these schools have an inferior education due to
thelr race or economic position,

The free transfer policy of the Milwaukee School System is
a2 sound plan, but there seem to be some very obvious
dlscrepancies in carrying out 1lts stated goals, In many cases,
parents CORE contacted (both white and Hegro) stated that it
wag easy for a white pupll to get & transfer, while Neagro
children had & hard time, or were refused, Negro teachers!
chlldren, naturally, had no trouble, but many Negro parents
had to come back, and fight hardte get a transfer for thelr
ghild, The standard procedure 1s for both the new and old
prineipals to approve the transfer application, The excuse for
refusal to grant transfers is that the receiving school has
its full quota of students, After interviewing parents of
tranafer studenta, CORE belleves that some principals are
using the full gurta sxcuse to keep guallfied Negro students
from transfering o their scheools, We believe that it should
be thes Board-s stoted polliey to encourage the free transfer
of gtudenta for the purpose of integration, In some typical
¢ages, CORE fcund the followling results: A Negro parent who
wanted & tranefer of her child to prevent time loast in bus



transfer was refused, and glven no reason for the refusal,
Another Negro parent who wanted her child transfered to a
predominantly white school this fall, was told by the receiving
school's principal to go back to "her district" (North Divisiom
High), and was given no excuse of .school overcrowding, A white
gtudent in a predominantly Negzro high school was transfered at
the suggestion of the school's principal into a mainly white
school, The student had not even thought of, or requested a
transfer until the principal suggested it, Is this a2 normal
policy for some Milwaukee schools? In this case, there 1s little
doubt that 1t was a qulet, behind the scenes move to enforce
gsegregation in the city's schools, Farents of a grade school
pupil at LeFollette school were told their son had to transfer
to Twenty-Fourth 8t, school due to remodeling of ILaFollette,
The LaFollette school has finished remodeling some time ago,
according to the pupil, some teachers, and the last PTA meeting,
The forced transfer 1s still in effect - a teacher has stated
the transfer was for purposes of integration, but neither
principal, or any school officlal has made any explanations,
The Milwaukee School Board certalnly has the responsibility to
keep parents Informed on why transfers are made, how long it
will take, and when the children wlll be returned to their
regular achool,

What 18 especlally important in thils case 1s that the grade
school student at IlaFollette was on the honor role, and
interested very much in his schooling, After hbelng transfered
to Twenty-Fourth 3t, school, his grades have dropped
significantly.=--he 18 no longer on the honor.role, and seems
less interested in his schoolwork,. The student's mother puts
the blame-on the presgent-bus transport volicy, She feels.that.
the Twenty-Fourth St, school teachers are capable, and in this.
case slnee the student .is.sent by bus .with some friends, he 1s
not completely alone at the new schools The only logleal
explanation is that the time lost during luneh pericd in bussing
students back and forth (taking over a half an.hour of school
time ), plus the interruption and discontinuity of.his schaol
day hes “lowered his academle standing, and his.overall interest
in scheoling, How many simllar cases are there in M lwaukee
inner ecore schools?. &L T :

- In the.present "temporary" transportation of pupils by bus
from a school being remodeled to.the receliving school,. CORE
strongly believes that the effected students are being denled
an-equal chance for educatlion, and are handled in such a:way
ag to ecause damagling psychological and scoeclological consequences,
The -students of inner core scheools sre not treated 1in the same way
as.others in Milwaukee public aschools, and this obvious -
"speclal treatment” causes a disruption in the ordinary life
and schoeoling of thease children,

One of the most damaging results of the exlsting bus poliey
is the. time lost: to the transfered student during lunch perloed,



The students are plecked up at normal clasas time from the
regular school ~ parkaps th‘u 1s unavoidable, but with the
present policy of trausporiing the pupils back and forth at
mealtima, much more tinme 13 mnecsessrily lout, IT there are
enough classrooms in tne receiving sshocl to taksz cars ¢f the
trenafered studsnits, then ths ssancl mist bs abls to provide
some sort of satisfactory terperary lunch fasilltles,

But more erucisl than even the unnecessary time loas is the
disruption of normnel] school reuvtbtine, A pupll who gpend: ihe
noon periocd riding ba.w. to his old schocl £ar lunch cumot
be adzauately poepsred to study, and fesls toc tranmsiomti to fit
into & school r»"hins, Receiving echools sbuplaining abcuvt
dlscipline preblicsne of tkhe bus Lransported students siaeuld think
of what would hsppsn if the situstion were reversed - snd thelr
students were bussed arcund duwilg noon meal pericd, The School
Board should have anaiyzed the deotrimental effects of its
trangfer pollcy before instigaiing it - and certainly should
have eliminated the many priblens,; both azademice znd psychologieal,
before startinz the plan. In the iransportation of atudents,
CORE objects to the present plan of busasing students back to
thelir home gehcols for lunmeh, not in busslng per es, Iif at some
future time, as a conersts and peesitive step in fighting school
segregation, a poliey iz devised to bus school children
once a day at thie brginning and end of regular class periods
out of their segregated districs, this will be viewed in an
entirely different 1ight by COIE,

Once the transfered students arrive at the receiving school,
some of the most zmegual, end vhat CORE feels to be direct and
purposeful segregaltion begins, There sesms to be a definlte
poliey of knqﬂ ir.g; the trenstered children directly meparated
from the regulsy student bedy, Even converssatlcn is diseouraged -
ths puplis are berdeqa info tns szhool without a chance to mingle,
or even heve normal contact with the cther siudents, At recess,
only a voyy small %wken integrailon bhas occured, letiing a few
lower grode ciasses rix in witkh the regmlar Eﬂhﬂﬂl Tupils,
of ccurrc, thare 1 no mngling ln ths lunchroom, since the
pupills aie trarsfered back to their home s*huul, ™e separation
or ths clessss within the scheel 1s ccmple+a, irn many csses
givinz slimost 10CH sexvegation within tha sehﬂel c¢lassrooms,

Is thLis *hs w2y tas IMlwevkes Eshool Board wabte %o start
Integraciny i T8 sulocla? fa oven Jere damaging E-“'} I‘wt‘lur iz the
case o £0n307 pﬂﬁnﬂ PasE, wWnere trhe tieonsfgred Paplls are
denied the 1:& ci ths *nLTLrn achoolis prinelpai. How is it
possihie ij vhe Qums gohool uTiJPJP&l g3 tilipg a mlle o 8D
awsy, ot of ccotact with his studerts, teacners, and counselors,
to Tronirly evaluate Alselipiinsry and assdsuic ﬁﬂollﬂmﬂ ralqting
to ths sTudents?

Tas reverse sltvation does not seem to occur; when children
of a predomrantly waite 3cliocl are transfered Tor bulldlag
remodaiing, they dc not regularly come into the inner ccre
schools, although these are in many cases the most convenient
for tais purpose, If the argument is used that the core schools
are lnferlor, is this not the most obvious recognition that an



Immedlate speclal effort must be made to bring them up to
standards ? And if no excuse 1s given, then what pollcy does
the Milwaukee School Board hold 1un regard %o trarsfers?

A former member of the Milwaukes Zchool Poard, ¥~, Hampel,
suggested that the temporarily tranafersed chiliren be
integrated into the rescelving school. Evliderntly, nothirg has
been done yet with this good, constructive sugmestlon,. X0RE
feels strongly that here 13 an expelisnt place Tor the
beglinning of total integratlion in our schools, Since the
children have to be transfered, why not mske a deterulnsd effort
to integrate the children into the recelving schcol? £3 a
beginning toward integraticon, and an excellsnt wey to pub
studente 1lnto contact with each cther, this would coct uo money,
would involve at the pressnt time no redistriciing or
Inconvenience, and would pavae the way for useful cosperation
and understanding beitwsen all studsnts.

The Milwaukee CORE chapter iz urging the lmmediate
inves tigation of these problems in tremsfering students, and
correction of abuses not only to speed integration per se, but
to correct the very damuging personal and academic disruption
and confusion in pupils’® school life, Is it reasonable to
expect students to be bussed around the city twlce in the middle
of a school day, to be treated in the receiving school as

cutsiders, as somehow different from the regular pupils, and
still expect them to receive a normal, adeguate education?

The Milwaukee School Board, COHE feels, will have to take
an Increased interest in and pay more attention to the problems
of minority group pupils, and the inner core school inequalities,
There 18 a growing lnterest and concern of students and parente
about the quality of thelr schools, and the city's efforts to
correct problems. The School Board will have to show in the very
near future concrete and consiructive plan changes in the
operation of many M lwaukee schools. The beginning of
integrating Milwaukee's school children is no insurmountable,
or even very difficult Job if the problem i1s looked at
constructively., Such measures as pointed out above, 1n
integrating the already bussed students, cost nothing, and will
show a willingness on the part of the Board to end school
segregation in M lwaukee.

The Superintendent of Schools has stated that he has no
data on the racial makeup of the eity's public school children.
CORE hopes this wery serilous omission is Just an overslght,
which will be immediately corrected, and not a delliberate pollicy
of keeping the status quo in the eity's schools, It is, of course,
ocbvious that even to begin a serious study of needed changes and
plans in our schools, the statlistical data will have to be
collected, and should be made public to any Intereaied parents
or groups, as well as the Board, to let all interested Milwaukee
citizens work towards totaly integrated and equal schools,



The School Board must also take the Initiative in keeping
parents informed about its practicss. A3 an example of a lax
policy, the PTA at MeKinley =ciwol hes ¥l only onss thie
year, Some teachers have voisod th: cpinfor that they don't
want to come out for these wrotinzs. Fsmurileas of wio im at
fault « the School Boardi, teasters. fha school admiristration,
or parents, Milwawree #-hcalo shsu'd haTe detinits policies to
meet sueh conditiens, sud snurk i Ivcareat of both teachers
and parents in demperatic mretirngs whare s2honl problems ean
be discussed on ths dizirizsi leval,

Wa asaume that there is no rn2ad to point vp to the Sekaal
Board, or any Milwaukse citiznens, tha preltire resulits of
integrating school chilicdrea In owr puhifec schools, Ta=
unwarranted prejudiess, sterectyned mytlis and anger resulting
in meny Milwaukee and American adulis could so easily have
been avoided, and CORE hope=s will be avoided in the Tuture
generation of Americans, by the mixing and contact between all
school ehildren, regardless c¢f their race, school grade, or
location in the city. Through integration and the upgrading
of academic standards in our schocls, CORE hopes Milwaukee
will take definite steps to correct existing inequalities,




