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Price of Non-Conformity 
WTHEN Pittsburgh's air raid siren Wll!l 

W Bounded in its weekly test yesterday 
morning,_ we were reminded of 29 NP.w 
York pacifists who are awaiting trial for 
rf!fusing to take cover during "Operation 
Alert" iast June 15. 

"Operation Alert," it will be recalh·d, 
wu the big test of civil defense in si'V<'ral 
EMtern cities which suffered a mock hy� 
rlrogen bomb attack in which there were 
15 million hypothetical casualties. 

Jlut there was nothing hypothetical 
�.bout the 29 people who refused to co­
nr<>rate in the· test. They were arrested, 
j�.iled, denounc-ed from the bench a.s 
"murderers," and finally released in 
$1.�00 bail each pen mg trta on c arges 
... r violating the. New York State Defense 
.P.m<!tl(rncy Act of 1!151. They are ·tM 
l'l'�l r.ll:l<uaitics not only of lhf! mock raid 
l-1tt ll.hln of an al�.rming decline in Ameri­
e!l.n ciVil liberties. 

• • • 

�hall a.n American conscientiou!l nb­
.1.,rt.or b" denied the tradiHonal ril!'ht o£ 
rll��P-nt. f'ven in a mock emergency? OM 
wnuld expP.ct at most a mock arrest in a 
mor.k air raid. But such is not the c�.se 
nf the 29 citizens who gathered in City 
H11ll park to protest what they felt w:ts 
1!.1\ Irrational governmental attempt to 
prepue the nation for mass-suicide. 

As they protested, there was no "cl�a r 
and presP.nt danger," which provides the 
nnly basi!! for the abridgement of an 
American'11 con�ttitutional rights. But 
fhPre is ll clear and pre�ent danger in the 
"""i�l of these right.� to the 29 non-con­
fnrmist.J;. 

These JlllCttists and conscientious ob­
. 1Pclors are not dangerous radicals-. They 
11re from the Catholic Worker House of 
Ho�<pitality in New York, the Protestant 
Fellow�hip of Reconciliation, and the 
pa.ciftst War Resisters League. They 
hardly merited the word "murder" used 

the heavy bail under ;.,hich they were
' 
rc­

leued pending trial next September H. 
The offense for which they were arrested 
l11, after all, only a. misdemeanor. And 
:VPt they may be fined $500 or sent to jail 
for a ear or both. 

very ct tzen w o wishes to pro ec 
tlie rights of all Americans, including his 
nwn, should protest the arrest of the 29 

' non-conformists who refused to take 
r.nver. If we must take cover, let it be the 
c:over of our <:onstitutiona.l rights. 

PROVISIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEE 
Room 825, 5 Beekman Street, New York 38 • Beekman 3-0463 

Dear Friend, 

. . 

If you are a person "who wishes to protect 
the rights of all Americans, including his own," 
you will want to help in the defense of the 29 
persons whose case is described in this editor­
ial. FUNDS ARE NEEDED AT ONCE: 

1. For current expenses of the lawyers 
representing the group and to insure them a v 

modest compensation for their work. 

2. For expenses in consulting specialists 
on constitutional law, and for educating the 
public. 

3. For the exorbitant bail imposed • • •  a 
2% bail tax must be paid on cash bail a�d 6% 
on bond. Most defendants cannot pay this. 
Nor should those who provided bail be put to 
this expense, unless the y volunteer to do so. 
The Provisional Defense Committee must, there­
fore, have money to meet these charges. 

Please send your contribution as promptly 
as possible • 

Very truly yours, 

Dorothy: Day 

A. J. Muste 

PROVISIONAL 

COMMITTEE: Bayard Rustin, Serretary, A. J. Muste, Treasurer, Bess Caflleron, Dorothy Day, Ralph DiGia, 
Roy Finch, Robert Gilmore, Mike Harrington, Ammon Hennacy, Kent Larrabee, Orlie Pell, lgal 
Roodenko 

DEFENDANTS: Henry Babcock, Robert Berk, Sterling Borowski, Dale Brothington, Hugh Corbin, Dorothy Day, 

Ralph DiGia, Eileen Fantino, Robert• Fisher, Joan Hamilton, Ammon Hennacy, Edith Horwitz, 

Michael Kovalak, Kent Larrabee, Jackson MacLow, Henry Maiden, Mary Anne McCoy, A. J. Muste, 
Andrew Osgood, James Peck, Orlie Pel!, Segrid Perry, Mary Roberts, Patricia Rusk, Helen· Russell, 
Bayard Rustin 


