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find their only habitation in existing ghettoes or so-called ntransition areas." 
53% of these areas are being redeveloped for residential purposes. At least nine 
which have racially mixed occupancy at the present time will be redeveloped on a 
segregated basis. At least three--the Hedical Center project in Birmingham; the 
St. Louis Plaza project and theWaverly Place project in Baltimore--consti­
tute straight Negro clearance. Several others involve space swapping. 

Finally, our new defense cities are developing on a segregated basis. Housing for 
critical defense areas is programmed separately for whites and nonwhites. Less than 
&% of the 97,215 units programmed as of February, 1953 are for nonwhite occupancy 
and no more than 1.5% of those constructed have been made available to nonwhite 
families. 

Failure to provide for minority families in this instance has grave impact 
on employment patterns since without housing facilities, nonwhite are fre­
quently not available for employment. In other instances defense industries use the 
housing shortage as an excuse for discrimination. 

THE CHALLENGE CAN BE NJET 

As bad as the picture is, there are growing signs that people all over the country 
are ready to work for elimination of the American ghetto . The press, magazines, 
radio andtelevision are giving the subject increasing attention. LIFE Magazine for 
October 27, 1952 featured a story of a mixed neighborhood calling it "the new kind 
of melting pot, where in addition to immigrant meeting American, Negro meets white." 
RED BOOK for September , 1952 calls segre gation in housing the number one race rela­
tions problem for America. The April, 1953 issue of HOUSE A.TD Hmffi, a Luce publica­
tion, ran a feature stor,y on the big untapped market for housing among nonwhites. 
Within the last two years there have been several national network programs on the 
subject and local radic · and television stations have begun to devote increasing time 
to segregation in housing. Organizations are producing quantities of educational 
material on the subject . The National Committee alone has distributed more than 
200,000 pieces of literature. 

On the local level government agencies have increasingly passed laws, ordinances or 
resolutions relating to discrimination in public and publicly assisted housing. 
There are now more than thirty pieces of legislation on the books. 

The most important single fact in this picture is that thousands of American families 
are living harmoniously in interracial neighborhoods all over the country. These 
communities exist in such unlikely places as Houston, Texas and Washington, D. c. 
Integrated public housing has gone way beyond the experimental stage. Twenty-seven 
thousand Negro families are living in completely integrated projects. It is signif­
icant also that whereas in 1942 there were only 21 integrated Federal public housing 
projects, in 1953 there were 268. Finally, pioneer builders have erected private 
housing developments vmich are successfully operating on a mixed basis. Queensview 
in Long Island, Flamingo Courts in Philadelphia and Stuyvesant Town in New York City 
are proving that middle class interracial communities are practical and profitable. 

Researchers andreporters are using this evidence to prove that property values are 
not affected by the mixture of that violence is not the inevitable result 
of attempts to democratize housing; that crime, low health rates and a host of other 
anti-social activities flow from slums rather than the people who live in them. 
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Even the banks an~ real estate boards are showing some signs of interest. In June, 
1949, a National Association of Real Estate Boards news release urged that local 
boards "undertake to provide better housing for Negro families. 11 In December, 1949, 
the Hortgage Banker announced, "It is the policy of the Hortgage Bankers Association 
to make loans available to all people without distinction as to race, color or creed 
wit hin t he limitation of sound lending practices." In January, 1951, NAREB released 
its revised Code of Ethics eliminating the reference to ''race or nationali ty11 from 
Article 34 ·which had formerly stated: "A realtor should not be instrumental in in­
troducing into any neighborhood a character of property or occupancy, members of any 
race or nationality, or any individuals whose presence will clearly be detrimental 
to property values in the neighborhood." A prominent official of New York City's 
largest Savings Bank has expressed t he feeling that on the basis of his bank's 
salutary experience with financing interracial housing developments, such develop­
ments may well be the answer to the complicated relocation problem for redevelopment 
proje cts. 

These changes in attitude have been reflected in recent government activity. The 
Federal National Hortgage Association recently allocated 17,000,000 dollars for 
cooperative housing available to nonwhites. The Federal Hous i ng Administration has 
doubled its racial relations staff, and is scheduling conferences with representa­
tives of mortgage interests to see whether more credit can be made available to 
minority families. Although still vastly inadequate, this is a radical change from 
FHA 1s former opposition to insuring mortgages for Negro home buyers. 

The country is ready for a change. 

*The most recent publications are Values in Transition Areas: Some New Concepts, by 
Belden Horgan, in THE REVIEW of the Society of Residential Appra i sers, 11arch 195 2; 
Effects of Nonwhite Purchases on Harket Prices of Residences, by Luigi H. Laurenti, 
in THE APPRAISAL JOURNAL, July 195 2; Non White Housi ng, in HOUSE AND HO~oiE , 
April 1953. 
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