
Miss Marion Wynn Perry 
N A A C P 
20 west 40th Street 
New York 18, New York. 

Dear Miss Perry: 

P.o. Box 794 
Trenton, New Jersey 

l87- ~ JUN3 'h8 

This is the report of a peonage investigation which 
the Legal Committee of the New Jersey State Conference, N A A C P, 
ls conducting. 

·Mr . Robert Queen, Chairman of the Committee received 
a report from Mr . Squire New~ome , 131 Spring Street, · Trenton, 
and Il·r. J. Hugh Ste~t, 46 West End Avenue, Trenton, that 
a girl was being held in bondage somewhere in the vicinity of 
Cream Ridge, New Jersey~ 

In questioning Mr. Stewart, I obtained the following. 
Mr . Stewart wa·s visited by a William R • .Mears, a ·white farmer, 
living in the vicintty of Cream Ridge, New Jersey, sometime 
in "April of this year in -reference to a catering job on May 15. 
Some twenty years before, Mr; Stewart and his brother had 
served as caterers for Mears. This was the first time that 
Ste•ai't had seen him since that occasion. Stewart saw a colored 
woman at· the wedding reception held a:t Mear! 1 home but did . 
not talk to her. - He knew of the situation only from the · conver­
sa tion of his e·mployees. He did not want to be involved. He 
served many wealthy families and he just did not want to 
harm his business. 

Mrs. Carrie Jacobs, 43 West End Avenue, Trenton, 
lives at the home · of William Fizer , a · janitor at the Post · 
Office in frenton. She states as f ollows. On ay 15, 1948, 
Mr. Stewart served a we dding reception for w. R. Mears, Cream· 
Ridge, New Jersey. There 'tvere 100 guests. Mrs. Laura Vessles, 
46 ~est End -Avenue, Trenton, ·worked as kitchen assistant. ' 
Luther Hedman, 255 Lincolri ' Avenue, Trenton, Danny Billups, 
169 Lincoln Homes, Trenton, and William Fizer, 43 West End Avenue, 
Trenton, were the waiters. She did not work on that job. She 
knew of . the incident from the report of the ' waiters and Mrs . 
Vessles. She reported the information to Mr• Newsome and Dr. 
Charles Broaddus, 34 Spring Street; Trenton, President of the 
Trenton Branch, N.A.A.e.P., and Mr. William Dinkins, 110 
Spring Street~ Trenton, N A A C P Membership Committee Co-Chairman. 

Mrs. Laura Vessles; 46 West End Avenue, Trenton, 
states as follows. In addition to being the housekeeper for 
'r. · stewart, she serves on catering jobs as the dish washer and 
kitchen a s sistant. On May 15, 1948 they ,served .a wedding reception 
of a daugheer of W. R. Mears , Cream Ridge, New Jersey . While 
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washing dishes a colored woman began to talk with her. The 
woman was named Mary Wright, was 5'6", dark complexioned, and 
plump built. The woman said t ha t s he would have to run away · 
if she wanted to get married. The statement seemed so peculiar 
to rs. Vessles that she began to question the woman. Vfuen 
a sked if she worked for · the Mears she answered yes. When asked 
what she was paid she sta ted nothing , that the banks were full 
and they would not take any more money. F'urther questioning the 
woman Mrs. Vessles · found that s he was afraid of some one. 
Mrs. Vessles asked her where he r home was. She stated that she 
came from ~elaware when she was 14 years - old ·and that she came 
before the girl who was married was born, that the girl was 
26 years old, and that she was 40. · She had not heard from her 
people and she did not go home because the trains had stopped 
running. She had a brother .Willie who lived nearby arid worked 
for Cousins of the Mears and he had been with the Cousins 
24 years. She said her brother was afraid and would not take 
her any p lace because ·he did not have time . A est Indian 
had worked at the farni a short time and he 1·a ter wro,te ·her a 
letter but she could not read it and she gave it to rur. ears 
to read but he kept tne letter. She could not read or write 
nor could her brother. Mrs. Vessles stated the woman did not 
appear to be insane, spoke . clearly but• seemed to be afraid and 
whispered most of the time. rs. Vessles saw the brother Willie. 

' 

William Fizer, 43 Wes t End Avenue, Trenton, states 
that the "Mears home was a large white farm house filled with · 
antiques. e was a waiter at the wedding reception on May 15, 
1948 and saw ·Mary and Willie Wright. He had no opportunijy to 
speak to Mary because Mears seemed to hang around and he did . 
not wish to cause trouble. He talked with the brother Willie. 
Willie appeared to be somewha t fri ghtened and cla imed to be 
trying to ge t his sister to leave but she was afraid. Willie 
worked on a farm of a Me ars relat ive. 

Luther Redman , 255 Lincoln Homes, Trenton, states 
as · f'ol lows. e served as a waiter at tne Mears farm on May 
15. e saw· both ·? ary and Willie· Wright. He had no opportunity 
to speak to Mary since he was busy serving the reception and 
did not wish to c ause a ·disturbance. Both seemed to oe some 
what fri ghtened in appearance. He talked wi th Willie. Willie 
said he was trying to ge t his sister to leave but she was afraid. 
Villie said he worked for a Cousin of Mears. 

; 

On Sunday May 30, 1948 Dr. and ·Mrs. James R. ~ Grariger, 
235 Spring Street, frent@n, Mrs. ~arolyn D. oore, 237 Spring 
Street Trehton, Capt. ·Ford Perkins and Capt. Darby Irvine, · 
365th Infantry, Fort Dix, and Mrs . ¥illis Polk, Phi~adelphia, 
Pennsylvania, and myself drove to Cream Ridge , New ersey. 

Cream Ridge -is a small village in an area of rather · 
extensive and we ll kept farms • . To reach William R. Mears farm, 
after turning into Cream Ridg e fr om the Allentown Road continue 
on the main road, aaross t he railroad spur, pass the Post Office 
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to the blacksmith shop on the left side of the road. Turn · left 
on the intersecting roa~ ~nd turn right on the first lane. 

The Mears farm was well kept and gave the appearance 
of being carefully cultivated. The house was a large~ three 
story frame building of approximately 16 to 20 rooms. The yard 
was extremely well kept, there was a formal lawn inclosed by 
hedge on the southside. 

I went to the rear side entrance which turned out 
to be the kitchen. There was a dark complexioned colored woman 
about 5 1 4" in height dressed in a light blue maid's costume 
working in the kitchen. She identified herselfas Mary Wright 
when I asked for that name. Upon questioning she stated -that 
she came to the Mears famm when she was about 14 years of age · 
and that she had been there since 1922. She came from Delaware. 
She identified the town as · Lewistown. Her fath~r was ·navid A. 
right and he was dead before she came to New ersey~ 1 er . 

mother was Alice A. Wright, she had not seen her since coming 
to New Jersey and she heard · that she had died· a short time b efore. 
She had never left the farm. She nad a brother William who lived 
on a nearby farm of Mears' cousin. She had a brother George 
and t wo or three ·sisters. She had not heard from them. She did ·· 
not re eel ve any niall. Slie ·could not read or write. I asked could · 
she get away from the farm. All her ans ~. , ers haa been in whispers. 
She ' answered no. I asked did she want to get away. She said · 
yes . She must have heard a s6und ' for she walked away from me. 
At that moment a whi te ' woman, blon~haired, wearing glasses, 
about 5 17", slim built, and about 22 years of age came into the 
kitchen. 

I identified myself as an insurance investi~ator 
searching for next of kin of a dec~ased policy-holder. I asked 
if she knew anything about a mythical family of "Japer Miles". 
She left the room to get her mother . Mary woul d not come near 
me. A whi te woman about 50 years of age, · white hair, about 
5 1 7" entered the room. She i dentified herself as a Mrs . Wi lliam 
R. Mears. 

Mrs. Mears stated that Mary ~ad been with her since 
1922, she was 14 when she came to New · ersey, ' she came from ' 
~elaware. Mary•s ·parents were David A. Wright, dead 27 years, 
and Alice Wright, maiden riame .Uller, who died about two years 
previously. Mary came from Lewes, De laware. Mary's parents had 
been raised since they were ten years old by Mrs . Mears' parents. 
~ary had a · brother named Genrge who was either in Lewes or 
lieorgetown, Delaware. A sister Mabel <Yould be reached· through 
R.I. Ric~ardson, Ge orgetown, Uelaware . A brother Horace had · 
died recently. William ·Jerked ·on tne farm of William H. Mears . 

e had been ·in New Jers ey 24 years. Mrs. Mears appeared to be 
extremely in tere-s ted in ·the · amount of money was involved. A 
man about 25 years of age, 5 1 10", medium build, black haired 
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was · in the · room the entire time of the conversation with 
Mrs . Mears. Mary flitted about and took no part in the conver­
sation. 

Mary gave no appearance of insanity or feeblemindedness. 
She answered questions in a fearfUll whispering manner. She 
was not shy but gave the impression of hesitancy due to some 
fear. On one or two occas i ons, sh e was dir·ected to do some 
task and did so quickly and alertly. 

To reach the William H. Mears' farm; turn right on the 
lane just before reaching -the blacksmith shop. It was a large 
well kept farm with numer·ous buildings, all painted red- except 
for the ' farrnhouse whi ch was white . The farmhouse was three 
stories, frame, ana seemed larger than the W. R. Mears ' farm 
house . · r spoke· to a Mrs . William H. Mears . She stated that 
Mrs. W. R. Mears telephon·ed that I was on my way and that she 
could give no more information as . to William Wright's relatives. 
She stated that he had been there since July or August of 1925, 
it might -be earlier. He -had come either from Lewes or Genrgetown , 
~elaware. He did not receive any mail. 

. . William was operatinfi an electrical milker when · Dr~ 
Granger and· I questioned him. e was about 5'6" in height , 
dark brown skin, and s]im built. He was bellicose at first 
when we questioned hini. Almost hi_s first words were "Hell, · 
I can get · away any time I want" . He said he was thirty-nine 
years old, could sign his name but otherwise could not read 
or write . He had heard little from his relatives, he was getting 
along fine. He said that Mary was paid no money but got her 
food · and clothes. He got a little money but did not know how 
much . He went into Allentown once in a while and into Freehold. 
He did not have any way of getting around and could not take 
Mary with him . He was treated all right where he was, nobody 
bothered him there. 

He finally stated that Mary could not get · away. He 
was afraid of getting into trouble if he helped her . She would 
be brought back if she tried to go away~ e received no mail, 
and he had not heard from his relatives. Under Dr. Granger's 
questions he stated again that Mary wanted 'to get away. He 
furtner stated that ''they" would · get .'Mary if she ·tried to go 
away . Willie gave no impression of insanity or feeble mindedness . 
At first his attitude was one of bellige~enoe. He seemed to 
sense t hat Mary and his situation was peculiar but did not 
know why. He did not leave his present place because he 
wanted to be near Mary. 

Both l'v1a.ry and Willie seemed to be under some form of 
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duress. Mary was very furtive in her actions but answered 
freely all my questions while it was possible to question her. 
Willie was very free in his answers yet he seemed to be 
laboring under some form of fear. 

Just as we completed questioning Willi,, a white man 
who identified himself as a Mr. Wygans sauntered up. He had been 
in one of the barns. He stated that he was the Postmaster of 
Cream Ridge and that he did not recall Willie or Mary receil!ling 
any mail in the last ten years. 

On June 1, 1948 I d~scussed the matter with agents 
of the FBI. As soon as we · have completed our preliminary 
investigation they will act. A recent bulletin from the J7 apart­
ment of Justice requires them - to report ' all peonage incidents 
to Washington for investigation. John A. Waldron, Esq., Assistant 
United States Attorney, in charge of tne Trenton Office~will 
cooperate with what ever plans we have. He will initiate the 
necessary steps upon request from us. 

I would recommend that the ~atlonal Office have 
some one investigate the Delaware angle~ Try and locate Mabel 
Wright, c/o R.I. Richardson, Georgetown, Delaware. 

Meanwhile, we sent the inclosed letter by registered 
mail. If Mary appears at ·Ir. Queen's Office unaccompanied, that 
should close the matter. If she is accompanied by anyone, I be­
lieve we can employ a stratagem to question her alone. 

We would appreciate comments and ~uggestions from 
you; I can be reached by telephone, Trento~-6675, during the 
day. 

CRM/ 
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