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Miss Marion Wynn Perry ..June 1, 1948 

was · in the · room the entire time of the conversation with 
Mrs . Mears. Mary flitted about and took no part in the conver­
sation. 

Mary gave no appearance of insanity or feeblemindedness. 
She answered questions in a fearfUll whispering manner. She 
was not shy but gave the impression of hesitancy due to some 
fear. On one or two occas i ons, sh e was dir·ected to do some 
task and did so quickly and alertly. 

To reach the William H. Mears' farm; turn right on the 
lane just before reaching -the blacksmith shop. It was a large 
well kept farm with numer·ous buildings, all painted red- except 
for the ' farrnhouse whi ch was white . The farmhouse was three 
stories, frame, ana seemed larger than the W. R. Mears ' farm 
house . · r spoke· to a Mrs . William H. Mears . She stated that 
Mrs. W. R. Mears telephon·ed that I was on my way and that she 
could give no more information as . to William Wright's relatives. 
She stated that he had been there since July or August of 1925, 
it might -be earlier. He -had come either from Lewes or Genrgetown , 

He did not receive any mail. 

. . William was operatinfi an electrical milker 
Granger and· I questioned him. e was about 5'6" in height , 
dark brown skin, and s]im built. He was bellicose at first 
when we questioned hini. Almost hi_s first words were "Hell, · 
I can get · away any time I want" . He said he was thirty-nine 
years old, could sign his name but otherwise could not read 
or write . He had heard little from his relatives, he was getting 
along fine. He said that Mary was paid no money but got her 
food · and clothes. He got a little money but did not know how 
much . He went into Allentown once in a while and into Freehold. 
He did not have any way of getting around and could not take 
Mary with him . He was treated all right where he was, nobody 
bothered him there. 

He finally stated that Mary could not get · away. He 
was afraid of getting into trouble if he helped her . She would 
be brought back if she tried to go e received no mail, 
and he had not heard from his relatives. Under Dr. Granger's 
questions he stated again that Mary wanted 'to get away. He 
furtner stated that ''they" would · get .'Mary if she ·tried to go 
away . Willie gave no impression of insanity or feeble mindedness . 
At first his attitude was one of He seemed to 
sense t hat Mary and his situation was peculiar but did not 
know why. He did not leave his present place because he 
wanted to be near Mary. 

Both l'v1a.ry and Willie seemed to be under some form of 
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duress. Mary was very furtive in her actions but answered 
freely all my questions while it was possible to question her. 
Willie was very free in his answers yet he seemed to be 
laboring under some form of fear. 

Just as we completed questioning Willi,, a white man 
who identified himself as a Mr. Wygans sauntered up. He had been 
in one of the barns. He stated that he was the Postmaster of 
Cream Ridge and that he did not recall Willie or Mary receil!ling 
any mail in the last ten years. 

On June 1, 1948 I d~scussed the matter with agents 
of the FBI. As soon as we · have completed our preliminary 
investigation they will act. A recent bulletin from the J7 apart­
ment of Justice requires them - to report ' all peonage incidents 
to Washington for investigation. John A. Waldron, Esq., Assistant 
United States Attorney, in charge of tne Trenton Office~will 
cooperate with what ever plans we have. He will initiate the 
necessary steps upon request from us. 

I would recommend that the ~atlonal Office have 
some one investigate the Delaware angle~ Try and locate Mabel 
Wright, c/o R.I. Richardson, Georgetown, Delaware. 

Meanwhile, we sent the inclosed letter by registered 
mail. If Mary appears at ·Ir. Queen's Office unaccompanied, that 
should close the matter. If she is accompanied by anyone, I be­
lieve we can employ a stratagem to question her alone. 

We would appreciate comments and ~uggestions from 
you; I can be reached by telephone, Trento~-6675, during the 
day. 

CRM/ 
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