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BLACK MOVEMENT:

REPRESSION AND RESIS

Rap Brown (left) and Bobby Seale at Huey Newton’s birthday party

On Wednesday, February 21, Rap Brown was arrested and charged with violating his
ball restrictions. Subsequently he was charged with threatening the life of an FEI agent.
These new charges and the excessive bail totaling $100,000 are seen as a clear signal
that the government is planning ro lock up black militants before next summer. Arthur
Kinoy, Rap’s lawyer, talked about these new developments at a meeting of the steering
comimnittee to combat repression the weekend of Feb. 24, These are the facts:

Two Bonds

Rap (was) on two bonds:

(1) Louisiena FEDERAL court: phony
charge of carrying arms across state
line while under indictment, Absolutely
unconstitutional. Kinoey notes a convie-
tion on this has never been sustained
o our knowledge,) Bond on this charge
permirted him to speak with the court’s
permission.

(2) Virginiz FEDERAL court: he was
bailed out pending an appeal of extra-
dition from Maryland to Virginia based
on charges of ‘‘inciting to riot, inciting
ro arson.” Bond restricted him to South-
ern District of N.Y, except to consult
with attorneys. This is now on appeal to
the Supreme Court on the basis of First
Amendment violation, If the restriction
is sustained, preventative arrest will
have been sanctloned ar the highest court
level,

But the govermment wasn't satisfied.
On Wednesday, February 21, the gov-
ernment took a lhuge step, Rap had to
sign an “in forma pauperus'' paper for
his Supreme Court appeal, Kunstler (also
his lawyer) was in California, so hie went
there. While there, he gspoke publicly.
The government swore out an arrest
warrant on the La, and Va. bond restric-
tions, K inoy pointed out that the re-
striction didn’t say Rap couldn't speak
publicly while visiting his lawyer. On
Tueegday, February 20 he was arrested
in New York City. The government wanted
to ship him right down to Louisiana. Rap
demanded to see a lawyer. New York Fed-
erdl judge refused to send Rapto La, under

a $100,000 bond as requested by the gov-
ernment. The federal judge in N,Y. re-
leased him and instructed him to go to
Louisiana.

In Lovisiana

In Louisiana. Judge heardgovernment's
application to revoke hail Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 21, Four FBI agents testified they
heard Rap speak in Californiz. During the
hearing, 4s Rap's lawyer was giving his
summation, the government interrupted
to say they were filing charges of & high
felony against Rap. THIS WAS A WHOLE
NEW CHARGE, According to one of these
FBI agents, Rap had threatened his life
during court recess. This is not true and
there are 10 witnesses to the fact that
Rap said: ‘*You are a Tom and I hope
your children don't grow up like you."

His pail in L4, previously had been $15,
000. At this time, $5,000 was forfeited
as a fine for violation of bail restric-
tions. 540,000 was added to the remain-

MONEY MONEY MONEY

The same old refrain, We're sorry,
but we’re also desperate. We owe $900
in back rent, close to another $900 in
printing bills, WE NEED HELP! If you
want to see the Movement newspaper
continue, now is the time to think seri-
ously about sending a contribution, a
generous contribution, We don't want to
fold, people, but we’ve got to have more
support. Write to us. Send $§. The Move-
ment, 449 14th St., San Francisco, Calif.
94103,

ing $10,000 making for a total of $50,000
on the poriginal charge.

Rap was then taken before a 1.8, Com-
missioner on the high felony charge —
threatening the life of the FEIguy. Another
$50,000 bailwas set. Now the total bail is
$100,000, The federal judge told Kunstler
that he did this to keep Rap from going
around the country burning down cities.

Virginia

Then on Friday, Rap was taken to Vir-
ginia, Bail there was revoked completely.
No new bail was set, When no bail is set,
general procedure is for the priscner
to stay in that (Virginia) jail. But the
judge took the position that Louisiana
courts had precedence over the Va. courts.,
(Our interpretation is that Virginia Is too
close to Black D,C, and Rap was there-
fore shipped back to Louisiana where it
is much harder for the Movement to rally
support forces.,)

The day the $100,000 was set, they
filed emergency application for an im-
mediate hearing on the setting of reason-

- able bond pending a full hearing.

THERE IS A NEW AND QUALITIA -
TIVE CHANGE IN FEDERAL COURTS
ACTIONS. The decision has been made
that in response to uprisings and '‘fair-
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er” reports of the causes (e.g., new
jersey, president’s commission) the gov-
ernment will jail militant black leaders
as soon 4s possible, This has been made
known to the courts and the courts are
responding,

Note: the charges in this (and so many
other cases) are so obviously untenable
in trials or on various appeals, that they
aren't even worrying any more about the
frame ups themselves, Bail is being used
instead, way before any of this comes
to trial.

What We Do

Rap is fasting and seems deterimined
to stick with it. This term of the Supreme
Court (the only place where he could pos-
sibly get any relief on this bail) will be
over in 2 months. Thenhe's intill the mid-
dle of next fall at the earliest. The chances
of his dying in jail are very rezal, 4s are
the chances of our losing this court fight.
(Kinoy noted he’s never been surer of the
rightness of his case or more frightened
of finding no way to win it,) SO

Our only chance is a massive public
campaign to put some political counter-
pressure on the court. This campaign is
necessary to expose what's really going
on, to mobilize, and to try to get him
out in time. -
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THE MAN DOESN'T HAVE US OUTNUMBERED,

A birthday party was held in the Oak-
land Auditorium for Huey P. Newton,
the imprisoned leader of the Black Pan-
thers, On this evening of February 17,
six thousand people, both Black and white,
gathered to support Huey, andto hear what
some of the leaders of the Black Move-
ment had to say to them. Sitting on the
stage, waiting to speak to their people
. about Huey and what his imprisonment
meant to the Black community, were
James Forman, Rap Brown, Bobby Seale
of the Black Panthers, and Stokely Car-
michael. Eldridge Cleaver of the Black
Panthers acted as moderator for the

event.
v

Survival

The emphasis of the rally was on
survival, survival through the summer,
survival of the Black people in this coun-
try. The Black people must get together,
to support Huey, to support and protect
themselves as a community, This was the
exhortation of the leaders. James Forman
announced the merger of SNCC and the
Black Panthers. The form of organization
is to be based on that of the Panthers.
Stokely Carmichael will be Prime Minis-

EDITORIAL

The Black Panther Party for Self De-
ence and SNCC had a birthday party for
Huey Newtona, jailed minister of defense
for the Panthers, inOakland, February 17.
The ‘party’ was organized for the pur-
pose of building up support for Huey
Newton’s defense and to publicly announce
the mierging of SNCC and the Panthers.
Speaking that evening were Jim Forman,
Rap Brown and Stokely Carmichael of
SNCC and Bobby Seale and Eldridge
Cleaver of the Panthers.

The merger was announced by Cleaver
and Forman but none of the details were
discussed, leaving us with very little
information on which to base a judgment
about its significance, The most pub-
licized and controversial event of the
evening was StokelY ’'s speech. This was
his first public appearance in the bay area
since his return from an extensive world
tour and people were eager to hear what
he would have to say.

Reactions

What happened that night at the Oakland
auditorium when people heard the speech
and what has been their reaction since?
Clearly, for Black people the contents
were simple and easy to deal with -~
lit’s about where they are at and what’s
in their heads and guts. The initial re-
action for most white radicals to the
speech has been confusion, betrayal, anger
and exclusion. Which, unfortunately, tells
a lot about where the anti-war and stu-
dent movements are at. So, let’s take a
look at that speech and see what it’s
really about.

Not Talking to Whites

The first and most basic thing that
must be understood is that Stokely (and
for that matter all of the speakers)
were NOT talking to white people. He was
talking to Black peogple about a problem
supremely important to Black people -~

was the need for Black community and
Black unity to defend against the attacks
of the Man that will be coming down this
summer. Prepdrations are now being
made by the Government for the waging of
4 full scale war of genocide against Black
people in this coumry (to complement its
activities in Viet Nam), and Stokely ’'s
speech was designed to begin to prepare
for the fight that must be waged this
summer. Black unity was its purpose and
Black unity was its result.

The most important thing to.consider,
then, in dedling with Stokeley's speech

their survival, The heart of the speech -

ter, Rap Brown will be Minister of Justice,
and Forman will be Minister of Foreign
Affairs. Forman also explained how the
Black community must respond to the mur-
dering of its people, especially its lead-

ers ., .retribution and retaliation, Pow-:

er plants, cops, and for Huey, ¢‘the sky’s
the limit]”’ Rap Brown emphasized the
need to do more than think about survival.
He ralked about having to prepare the
community for the upcoming battle, both
mentally and physically. We can’t let the
Man walk over us any longer, we can’t
be *‘chumps.’”’

Black Unity

Stokely Carmichael urged that the t3lack
community start getting itself together,
to unify itself against the Man and all his
tricks. He emphasized that ‘‘every Negro
is a potential Black man.’’ there is notime
to talk about artificial divisions within the
community, such as talking about middle
class, lower class, because there is only
one class in the Black ghetto, the coloni-
zed. [lack men were brought to this coun-
try and were maintained as an internal
colony to serve the white man. Now, how-
ever, Stokely stressed, the white man no
longer needs Black people to do his wark,
and there is a history of genocide in this

is its effect on Black people, andStokely’s
speech moved Black people. For radicals
to pick apart the speech as if it were 4
governmental document or part of an
esoteric left-wing ideological paper is to
sorely miss the point and displays an in-
credible lack of savvy on the part of the
white radical movement,

Where Whites Can Relate

This reaction to Stokely’s speech is
then compounded by the lack of response
to Bobby Seale’s speech. Seale, chair-
man of the Panthers, presented what
should have been, for white radicals,
the most important speech of the even-
ing (see text on page 2 ). He presented
a concrete political program which radi-
cals could relate to, dealing with the
issues of housing, education, police con-
trol, etc. And up to this point not one of
the much vaunted ‘left and underground
press has given it any play at all. Our
own newspapers it seems, have yet to

shake some of the basic principles that .

motivate the monopoly press and would
rather deal in sensationalism for the
‘purpose of selling papers than seriously
dealing with the political relations be-
tween Blacks and whites in this country.

However, we do not mean to say, as a
good many radicals have been saying, that
there was a huge gap between the words of
Bobby Seale and the words of StokelyCar-
michael. For the speeches, we think,
should be seen as complements to each
other, One talks about the need for unity
and the concept of organizing around
blackness and the other lays out the con-
crete political program necessary to build
that unity. Any other view is a gross mis-
interpretation of where Black people are
at,

What else did Stokely say? He talked
about allies; Mexican-Americans, Puerto
Ricans, other non-white minorities inthis
country and Black people all over the
world, What, no whites? And the answer
is simple: there is no white radical
movement in this country that has de-
veloped enough organizational discipline
to offer Blacks any reason for expect-
ing real aid in a fight for surviyal.
Black people are struggling for their
existance and every ounce of their energy
must be spent on thar struggle. To play
political games with radicals is suicidal,

Our Own Liberation

White radicals played an importaat
role in the development of the civil rights

movement but the consequences of that

country.

He also stated that the Black Movement
must become allied with their Third World
brothers in the struggle against their
common oppressor, Racism and Imperial-
ism, the United States. In order to build
and maintain that struggle the Black com-
miunity would have to organize itself, by
‘building a community of strength where
the people are more important than the

individual . . . ““first our people, then you
and me.”’
A Program for Whites

Bobby Seale spoke about Huey and his
struggle, the struggle of all Black people
(see text of his speech below). Also speak-
ing at the Saturday night rally was Bob
Avakian, a representative of the Peace and
Freedom Party, and the only white per-
son to speak extensively. He spoke about
the need for the white community to begin
organizing itself, because thus far there
has been no organization or white move-
ment to which the Black Movement could
even talk. The Black Movement should not
trust us, but it should watch us with a
skeptical eye and see if the whites can
organize itself to destroy that racism
on which this country, ruled by white
men, is based.

participation politically have been ex-
tremely unhealthy., We have thought in
terms of fighting other peoples’ battles
for so long that it has become difficult
to translate our own alienation into 2
politics that says real revolutionary
struggle is for our own liberation. There
must be a realization that ultimately our

own survival is at stake too, and our ef-
forts must be toward building a liberation

‘movement in our own community.

This has been one of the problems
among radicals in trying to graftthe Black
movement’s program onto their own. The
fact of the matter is that whites are not
an oppressed minority (or opposed
ethnic group) in this country. A libera-
tion movement of white people has to be
a CLASS movement, one organized and
developed out of a class analysis, for the
purpose of overthrowing the present social
system. When a movement like that exists
it can then relate to the Black movement
around a common goal,

Tactical Coalitions Only

In the ‘meantime white radicals should
realize that the only Black-white coali-
tions that are going to exist are tactical
coalitions in which there is a coming to-
gether for specific, short term goals in
which each organization involved has its
own independent constituency and is inthe
coalition for the purpose of adding
strengths together. One of the few coali-
tions of this type has been the one be-
tween the California Peace and Freedom
Party and the Panthers. The PFP has or-
ganized itself around political issues and
has managed to avoid the pitfalls of cater-
ing to Blacks that would undercut its
own viability (as was not the case with
the NCNP), When the PFP and the Pan-
thers began to negotiate it was as inde-
pendent groups, each with its own strengths
and needs. A functional coalition re-
sulted. But, there is a danger that the
PFP will be drawn into the trick bag of
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BOBBY
SEALE
SPEAKS

Brothers and sisters, 1 want to have
the chance to tell you in a large mass
something abour Brother Huey P. New-
ton - a Black man that I've been knowing
for about eight years; a Black man whe
first introduced me to what Black Na-
tionalism was all abour; a Black man
that I've been closely associated with for
the last few yedrs.

To explain to vou who Brother Huey P.
Newton is, in his soul, I've got to explain
to you also your soul, your needs, your
political desires and needs, because that
is Huey's soul. You know;1 met Huey and
he told me that he first learned how to

spending all of its time defending Huey
Newton. If this happens it will cease
to be independent group and useful ally
and will degenerate into just another
liberal support group, We are not sug-
gesting that Fluey should not be defended
by a8 many people as possible; but that
the defense should be carried on as dan
integrated part of an organization’s pro-
gram and should not be an end in itself.
This is the only basis under which cd-
alitions have real, long-term meaning
for all parties of the coalition.

When Whites Get Serious

What white radicals must learn is that
they must stop getting uptight everytime
they think that they aren’t getting enough
love and attention from Blacks, they
must think seriously about where their
own movements are going.

This means we must stop looking at the
Black movement for leadership and build
strategies and programs out of our own
experiences and needs.

White radicals must also begin to think
in serious terms about their role this
summer. Programatically their must be
such things as efforts to: 1) build educa-
tional programs integrated into the anti-
war, anti-draft and student movements
to combat and neutralize racism, 2)build,
in areas of strength, toward providing
divergences to police wlen the rebellions
begin, 3) build a natipnal legal, financial,
propaganda aparatus to combat the in-
creasing repression, and 4) organize as
many people as possible into structured
units that will be able to provide material
resources (food, medical supplies, news-
papers, etc.) to ghetto residents when
the attacks start,

These kinds of activities can provide
the basis for tactical black-wlite coali-
tions. They provide Blacks with sorely
needed practical support and they pro-
vide white radicals with incentives to
huild themselves organizationally. <
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HE HAS US OUT ORGANIZED ———————

r::dd real vood when he was dbout 16 or

7 when he was coming out of high school,
fine of his counselors at-school told:him
he couldn't be collese muaterial. And
Huey got mad. Ile didn't like no white
man telling him what he couldn’t do.
And Huey learned how to read and Huey
went to Oakland Ciry College und I wus
right there with him and Huey rot a 4.0,
that's an A In Socivlogy, psychology.
political science. law and run It on down.
[le got A’s all the way through and he
said “‘later for the man, 1 know what |
can o,

[uey learned the need of lilack people
to develop & perspective and an nnder-
stunding  about certain conditions. Now
when we first oreanized the Black Panther
Puarty for seli-defense, [uey said. “*Bebby.
we're coing to draw up o baske platform-
just lasie, so thup Black people cin read
I, [e said, ‘‘we don’t want w go real
¢luborute with «ll these essay
sertations and «ll chis swiff ohap the
brother's ouine to look Jat fEMLL
1 ain't got rime. [ gor towo and see what
I can do for mysel™. A basic platdorm
ehite the muathers who steodide- haes) o
raise us, that the fathers who work hured,
that the young brothers in schoel wha
¢ome alt of sehool senmi=illiterare ~yead-
i||'r prokenl 'words. He sad swe wunt 4
hasic platform to outline Black people
|\‘.l!->u. politictl desires and peeds,

& anddis-

gl sdy .

Basic Platform

So we sut down. Huey sald we wunt
freedom, We want power b detecmine
the destiny of our hlack commumity. Nm-
her three, we wint housing. decent Holks-
Ing fit to shelter hitfman belnes, Nimbet
four, we want all [Dlack men to be exempt
from militiry service. Number flve;, we
want el educition for our Blick people
inour community, that reuches usthe true
mature of this decadent. racist sSociety
Gl to teacly Black people and Our young
Black brothers and sisters ieir place in
suciety, because if they don't know tieir
place it society and i the workl, 'they
relie wo amthinge else, Number
six. wo awant oan o oend to the robbery of
the white, racist bhusinessmen of Blaek
pesple in thedr comipiny . Ninper 2even,
we wunt an IMMIDINTE end o police
prutidity  and muarder of [ilack people;
Numher waht ol Black men
held in the county. stite, and federal
jils aind prisons e e released because
nor W o fufr oeclul - becduse
they've beep tried by ull white jlirles
We. want lack pesple. Number 9, to he

can't

eielit, we

rhey haave

] by members of thelt peers. 'eers
befne  ones . who  come from the Sume
economie, sociul, relipious, liistorical
and racial buckeround., That in fact, if

L pleed States doseriunent andithe loeal
coupts did thig, they would have to elidoge
[$luck people from the Dlick conunumnicy
th =it i on phe Jury. They would
some ef our

idve to
mothers who Lave
been workine twenty vears in Miss \nne's
Kitehen serulbine

clhpiase

tloues ke my momma
dEL They'd hive o Gloose smne of gue
hard-workine futlieps, They have  tiv
choose some of the hrothers who stand
nny the block out there wonderin when
thes *re coing o cer killedl, They ‘revojiy
to have to choose these Iiluck people.
Anl nmber 100 ey said, “Let’s jist
sumpnarize: we want hoysime. we wint
clothing, we want education, we swint
Jstice aid we Wik prace.

Of ull ‘the things thit yoi've heard
i the: press; of all the deruvatory state-
tht'= made in the ]ﬂ"e‘-'*
1ot rather Huey P. Newton and I, of
all this the whole purpose g to vhide
yuit away from seeing this: basic plat-
form thut Huoey was talking dbotit for his
awh people. You lave to learn {o look
throuch the white press. You huve to
learn o see what' s going on, Now, oub
of this platiorm, ey P. Newton réalized
thiar it wius necessury for s o sturvwork=
ing on these points - these U) points -
fracpically. Kemember number 77 We
want dmmedicte end to police bracality
amd murder of Black people. Very, very
important, tluey did @ year and o half of
luw school after e cor our of Meprritt
College = Assuciute \rts deppec in Sogiul
Seience. [luey articnlated to the brothers
onthie lock anl he drddeilarod in g mdnnsre
whiere they understond 1, what their vights

ments heen

were in law and how in f:Cl we coilld
exercise a positioninthe Black community
to begin to show Black pegple how we
would defend ovurselves. The whole point
of number severn,

Hoodlums and Thugs

Now, the papers call the organization
hoodlums and thugs. Now, I'm going to

o s

show you how smurt DBrother
Ile says, “‘Now the pupers are going to
call us thuss and hoodlums. A lot of
people ain't going to know whut's luppen-
ing. Ile said, but the brothers on the block.
whio the Man's been calling thugs and
hoodlims for 400 years, they’re goine to
say that's some mighty fine thues and
hoedlums up there. The brother on the
block is going to suy. ““Who is these thiyes

ey Is,

L3

phates Jeffery Blankfort

Stokely Carmichuel .md Bobby Sedle

HUEY NEWTON SPEAK

Huey Newton. Minister Of Defense of
the Hilack Danther Party, 1s In the Ala-
meda County  Jall awaiting reial for al-
legedly murdering a white cop andwonnd-

ing unpther,

In & recent interview he told why he is
filing suit degainst Kiiser Hospitidl —the
hospital that treated him for the serious
stomach wound be received the niche the
cnps were shot, Fluey explalned, ©'After |
was on the slerny to prepure me for dn
police stormed in and im-
medlately handeuffed me o the table and
i tee i suclt o pusition thae 1 wils archi-
eil, It wus-extremely pasnful. They hear
my  wrists with their hamls and ¢lubs,
where
cuffs wore pxtremely tight wod extremely
painful. T waes: hiv in the hesd and alse
stuck m the stomach. | was colled i
nates sueh as ‘picoer amd al array of
other curse words, Shortly after 1 was
stuck in the stomach with the club. 1 lost

(X

My CORSCILRTILSS.

opeation,

I hieve o pinchel! negye, The linds

Panther History

ey spent ost of the hiterview talk-
ine ubour ghve backeround of the Llack Pan-
thes 1NrL
the political sitoatlon of black people in
America |

“In the first place, am hlack Amervicdn
swho is curseins of the siuition that black
coloniulized peoply are in wollldbe siiliject
to the oppressive Siuation. I'd Like to
perufhrase |ames Baklwin when he suaid
thut to the bluck and conselous n dnericid
is to be in a constant swage of rage,’

The Panthers dretryine toiransidte that
rase Into effecrive politicul action. Huey
cave us o shiore puncdown onthe organiza=
tion of the Panthers, “The Fanthers dre
Lparn. — o proditical orsanization, We liyve
anudlyzed thie bluek political sitwition and
we Know that black people:have heen very
ineffective inthe politicil arena bmthe fust.
We luive had bldek representitives who
luve not represented the power of hlicks.
A in politics an det is really not poll-
ticdl i there’s no politlcal consegquernce.

COur working definition wadle be: that
politics is wur without hlondshed and
war is polities witlh bBloodshed . . . the
pedcefi] charneteristics of politics have
heen exhausted by black people.’

and hoss thie Panthers dndlyvzed
:

Reconstruction

Ve amilyzed the Recaistrustion where
ek peopile were Historio 1y deprivedof
political dvénues in the South ufter (he

Emancipation Proclunation. We had niany
representatives who hadone problem, they
didn’t baye a political power base, After
the Dmancipdtion Froelunution .. . Stand=
ard (1l and seme other large monopolies
dot the land. When you have 4 land huse,
people calt dlways make a political onse-
gquence by not cooperating. [For instance.
sone time ago | remember the cattlenien
decided to pull aut their milk because they
weren’t getting a fuir price for the milk,
remember  the Pelono grape sitonation
where the srapes rowred in the fields,
Gut bluek people huve heen exclikled from
thiz arena because we were not given the
Lund with the promises ufter the Tmancipa-
tion Proclumdtion. We've been éxploitad
and treated like any other eolopinlized
people.”

““We don't lntve anything to muke 4poli-
tical consequence for people who will not
conperate with us . . . The Black Panther
Party, reulized thiis problem and then
asked the question. how cun ' we establish

political buse? A power base to build a
consequence. We saw that we collld teormn -
pete with these monepalies that exploit
us to wet where they ure —hecause they
huyve suel o leadstart. Andfreeenterprise
has ulready beenexhatsted by these people
who zot the land and real estate. So. we
don’t have the money, we don't have the
Land blit we ¢an' be d puliticaleonsequence
by being potentlully o destelictive power,
So we said, how could be do this? We
agread that pelitica] power flows from the
barrel of adun . . . Wedeveloped a poli-
tical party that will be politically effec-
‘tive if black people are willing tw arm
themeselves, So tar if we don't ger what
we want, we can deal o political conse-
gitence — like in Detroit.”

Sacramento

tne of the things the Panthers did thar
created aStorm was o tothe California
Stute [egislagte with cuns. [uey gave the
reasoning beliind this strategy. “The [*an-
thers were pguing to deliver a messuge 1o
the hlick community —to tell them whot
the injust sitnation that is being perpetua-
ted by the Legislature in Sacramento. The
message contulned dn indletment that the
racist militury is murdering people, black
people; not only i America. but ulso
abroad —for essedatially the sume red-
spns, Because of imperialistic redsotis
and because of ‘race reasons. We were

It faet. them dudes look
just like me. In fact I know George Dow,
in fuct I know BBebby Hutton, Hey min, 1
know thut Jdude over there. Hey mun, whit
you cats duine sith them rods? In other
words, when the mon calls us nigeer for
4000 years. with all the derogatory v -
notations, lluey wds smart encieh o

and hoodlns

know that Black peaple were soine b say.
"Th(»;ht, becn cdllinge us nitsers. dibye -
aped hoodlms for 00 years. T = uo
difference to me, I'm geine cheak
what these folks are doine. e e ot
thdt Fluey had in knowine hivs o el
with organizing Black poapdo did Knawine

how to bring Black peuplis tarcther

Now at the sdame e there's oure
older hrothersand sisters who J(re coiny
to say, ““They must really be thugs and
foodums. BLT they re tulking about police
hrotaliey and mdny of you hayve relared i)
oneway oOr another o J relitive or et
ber of your family, ete. to the.conditne
and police Drutadity. You would -

your bomes and suv, ““Yeill we <hiill
have did it 200 years ago, We should nive
gat ottt here amd grare defending o
selves in this Nishion

Now! ab the same time. many peaaple et
the notion that we wore supposed 1o ool

in the stredts with 300 [Fluek people ey
up with puns and shoot 10 our wels $a60
poltee. No, this tall this
wasn't the case ap A1l T the eonteary .
every Bluagk ipan in his home huasthe civn

witsn t the case

CONTINUED ON P. 11

HIS MIND

charging the Lesislitire with aaking it
impossible for blagk people to defend
themselves dvainse the brikal foree that

has heen used Dy
military. Tor
Newark.

“We thought Sacrdmento wuas the dap-
propriate place because that's where the
kiws were made. We also knew thatour
grievance would be beard . . . We wanted
to wurn people thit prison camps exist.
A8 a matter of fact, the same ones that
were used for the Jupunese —they'll he
used for blick people in the near future.

‘“We weren't looking for a confronta-
tion at the Capital, If we were fired upon,
I hatl given orders io fire in return. Bur
if we 'were not fired dpon, we would tuke
an arrest. We gave ap the guns knowing
that they wauld be rewurned. This wis
not an appropriate place for a confron-
tation ancd we kpnew this very well. Our
purpose was to deliver o message dnd
the messate was delivered very effec-
tively.”

the police, dandd the
instanee. in Derroit and

March on Washington

As for M.L. King's plan for civil
disobedience in Washington, Huey hdd
this to'say, “‘Dr. King is working with the
Prime Minister of the Black [Panther
Party. Stokely Carmichael, If the dem-
onstratlon is dnything like what huppened
in Washineton on the last demonstrution,
Summer 1963) it would be another clown
show dnd very ineffective. Put 1 feel
thur Stokely Carmichael and Dr, King
have reviewed that situation dnd won't
let it happen agdin. So 1 have hopes that
the demonstration will be effective this
time;

““I read in the pupers thuat the Justice
Depuartment hius stdted thir they ureready
to wdeal with Dr. King . . . Twill say
that if the Justice Department wilt be the
assdiler, then | assure you there will be
violepce, Necaise ' certain that Stoke-
ly Curmicliael would not turn the: other
check us hus heen preacheyd some yedrs
dpo, [ think the time for that isover.’

“Again, if the situation continues us it
is. now, «nd that's the oppréssive situa-
tiof, if the pellce are s brutal us ever,
I'm sure that black people will take cire
of themselves — defend themselves —
if the estublishment does not change irs
ways of provokine us,”' *

GOME ON NOW!
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STOP

WHY
60 BACK

By Morgin Spector

"‘we-must go back’
**we must go back"

We have heard that cry many times
since the October Stop The Draft Week,
Some think thar cry is & cory of frustra-
tion, **We gorta do something.”” We wiil
take to the streets again, but not out of
frustration, Rather, because there are
sound political reasons for doingso, Mili-
tant street demonstrations basically serve
three political purposes; they do, in faet
disrupt the functioning of the draft pro-
cess; they serve as a challenge to the
government’s notion of *'law and order’’;
and they create yet another battlefront
which America’s cops must *‘pacify.”

We have no pretensions ahout heing
able to close down any induction center
permanently., Nor can we end the draft
by demonstrations, The draft-is a tool
of America’s imperialist aggression —

at home and abroad — and the draft
probably won’t end until imperialism is
destroyed.

But we can make it as difficult and as
costly as possible for them to operate.
And it is costly. On October 20, they
required 2000 cops to process 200 induc-
tees, Commercial activity in Oakland
was seriously impaired for severalhours.
America also had to face the costs of
patching up its international image. This
is not a dollars and cents issue, [ast
October’'s wave of militant demonstra-
tions proved to people at home andabroead
that America’s radicals are becoming
increasingly unwilling to obey America’s
laws.

“Law & Order”

This gradudl destruction of the carncept
of ‘‘law and order’ as it exists in this
country is the second major reason why
we are preparing to return to (Jakland.
Law and order are illegitimate in this
society. ‘“Law and order’’ is only a slo-

gan, used by the establishment, to veil.

repression and stagnation. As radicals
we seek to make basic changes in this
society, Law and order is a concept de-
signed to block such changes.

We must be willing to disregard their
laws, 4s we seek to challenge their
order.

This is not to say that we are ina
position to be *‘lawless’ all the time, We
must choose our own ground. Some sit-
uationsare more strategic than others.

The tactic of a militant street demon-
stration, such as Oakland Stop the Draft
Week, is an excellent way of exposing
the hypocrisy and oppressiveness of the
status quo’s law and order.

Third Fronts

But perhaps the most important poli-
tical reason for us to go back to Oakland
is because there must be as many fronts
as possible set up against America’s ag-
gressive policies, Viet Nam is the first
front. The black ghettoes are the second
front. Johnson and his spokesmen have
indicared that muassive repression of
ghetto rebellions is the only road that
they intend to take in ‘‘curing'’ the prob-
lems of the ghettoes. Although they admit
the demands are valid and tmust be met,
they seck to stretch the task out over
anuther generation, andkill off the trouble-
makers now, We can only understand this
attitude as domestic imperialism.
America wants to subdue the ghettoes
and govern them as colonies, just as
in Viet Nam,

We must also redlize that the draft
feeds the armicés that may well be oc-
cupving Watts and Harlem this year, as
well as the armies that are ‘pacifying"’
Viet Nam. We cannot, and must not, aliow
ourselves to be siucked into accepting

DRAFT

Elaborate preparations were made by the Man to ensure a flow of cannon fodder during
October Stop the Draft Week

this course of events. As we come closer
to the summer, we must begin to plan our
actions in relationship to the ghetto re-
bellions — to divert imperialist aggres-
sion., As white radicals, we must seek to
open third fronts in the urban centers of
America this summer. To divide the avail-
able police forces and make it as diffi-
cult as possible for the government to
carry through its program of genocide.

No lllusions

We have no illusions. We are sorely
unprepared for this task. We are not
urban guerillas and Stop The Draft Week
is not a guerilla~-type action. To think of
ourselves as guerillas at this point would
be to give in to reckless romanticism,
But Stop The Draft Week, and especially
the long-term organization and prepara-

-_v . o~y

tion it requires, is excellent practice.

Of course, we don't want to gloss over
the risks. Such demonstrations are seri-
ous affairs. We should only go back to
Oakland after we've established a solid
organization, discipline and confidence.
We have learned a lot from the last Stop
The Draft Week and we are working now
to overcome-the weaknesses we discov-
ered last time.

We must also recognize the impor-
tance of effective timing for our actions.
The new Selective Service Directive means
that thousands of grads will be getting
‘'Hershey Bars’’ for graduation. The draft
issue has more impact now than ever be-
fore, Thousands of new people will be
forced to consider the draft and face it
soon. April may be their last chance
to militantly register their refusal to
serve as Americi’s cops. -

MORE ON THE OAKLAND SEVEN

Since the issuing of the conspiracy in-
dictments against seven leaders of last
October’s Stop The Draft Week in Oak-
land six of the seven have been formally
arraigned, transcripts of the testimony
taken before the Alameda County Grand
Jury has been made public, and there
has been a rapid growth of participation
in the Stop The Draft Week Defense
Fund,

On February 16 six of the seven de-
fendants appeared before judge Staats
and were formally arraigned by the Oak-~
land Municipal Court. The six included
Jeff Segal who had just returned from
Chicago. The other defendant, besides
Segal, who had been out of town when
the indictments came down, Terry Can-
non has just returned from New York,
The arraignment process was all of about
15 minutes long and had been preceeded
by a small picket outside the court house
before the court session began.

The importance of the hearing rested
in the fact that it provided the defendants
and their lawyers their first opportunity
to see the transcript of the testimony rhat
was taken Dbefore the Alameda County
Grand Jury in January that lead to the in-
dictments,

Grand Jury Testimony

Controversy immediately surrounded
the public issuance of the testimony as
a result of an article containing exerpts
from it that appeared in the Oakiand Tri-
bune the day before the Oakland 7 went
to court, The testimony was obviously
reledsed to the Tribune, by the (akland
DA ]. Frank Coakley bhefore being of-
ficially released by the court. Barney
Dreyius, one of the lawyers in the case,
attiucked Coukley for trying to prejudice
community feeling in the case and in-
terfering with rights of a free and impar-
tial ial, Which would bhe caused hy
prospective jurors reading an exerpted

version of the testimony.

The testimony is two volumes and 361
pages long and contains statements from
29 witnesses. The witnesses include two
undercover agents, a number of cops,
bank employees, federal employees work-
ing in the Induction Center, hotel man~
agers from hotels around the Induction
Center, the University of California’s
Administrative Dean of Students and the
head of its security force, the clergyman
in charge of the University’s Wesley
Foundation, and a number of movement
printers and UCfaculty members who were
extremely unfriendly witnesses.

In spite of the bulk of the Grand Jury
hearings, none of the testimony involved
supplying of information that was not
public. The statements provided ‘‘proof’’
for such acts as the opening of a bank ac-

count, the registration of a student or-;

ganization, the distribution of leaflets
and speaking at rallies and meetings, the
renting of a hotel room, and the nefarious
act of being seen in the vicinity of the
Induction Center before and during Stop
The Draft Week. All of these things heing
acts protected by rights of free speech
and association. :

On the defense front things have bheen
moving fairly rapidly. An active com-
mittee has been set up in the Bay Area
to raise money and build public support
for the Quakland 7.

A great deal of money is needed to fight
the case as well as people willing to work
to bring the case and tlie general fight
against political repression to the public,
Besides direct contributions there is a
need for people to set up locdl defense
committees, arvange for speaking tours
of the Oakland 7, get articles in local
newspapers, magazines on radio and TV,
ete, Contributions, requests for iriforma-
tion and offers of aid should be sent to:

Stop The Draft Week Defense Fund

233 lLake D,

Berkeley, Cdlifornia -

EEK

REACHING
MORE FORCES

SAN FRANCISCO
determined spirit h i OVEr prepara-
tions for Stop the Draft Week in April.
It is almost grim, depressing. And Irom
where 1 sit it just doesn't make sense.

Over the last couple of months 1've
been talking to all kinds of community
people —- from AF L-CIlO unions to street
gangs -~ about what we want to see happen
at the induction center and how they can
relate to iIt.

Their response falls into three cate-
gories: a) a desive for direct participa-
tion in the Oakland action, b) moral
or political support for our cause and
our right to do it, and c) a brief word
of encouragement delivered with weak
half-smile.

But no one has come down hard again
STDW. It is true that those of us who
have been doing this kind of work have
not sought to solicit support from a true
cross-section of the community. We have
been selective, attempting to get ourselves
together with the kind of community people
who should and could be with us in some
way,

ILWU Resolution

The ILWU Joint Legislative Council
adopted a resolution in support of our
right to demonstrate and telling the cops
Hands off] The high school based United
Student Movement will help mobilize kids
in the context of getting set for the Inter-
national Student Strike. A variety of neigh-
borhood groups in or on the fringe of
the ghettos have agreed to allow us to
post informational and mobilizing dis-
plays in their headquarters.

There 1S already a group of longshore-
men ready to participate, but we-have still
to fight for official ILWU guarantee of
job protection in case the guys get busted.
A nucleus of Mexican American farm
workers in the Napa Valley are interested
in coming down, but we've got to get
people up there to organize for it to come
to anything.

Several union locals are being ap-
proached to pass support resolutions like
the ILWU's, and to call for a one hour
work stoppage April 25 to discuss the
draft and the war. The problem is getting
enough STDW people to work with the
sympathetic union men and, women to
strengthen their position and bring it off.

Professionals

There are also two groups of pro-
fessional people working on legal defense
for The Movement and police brutality.
Preliminary discussion with some of the

_CONTINUED CN NEXT PAGE -

NCU NEEDS TRUCKS

The Travelling Field Secretaries
of the Nationzl Community Union are
in desperate need of at least three
small van type trucks that are in
rood operdting conditions. Although
the need is great for trucks we cin
use cars if need be.

N.C.U. travellers will soon be-
gin nationwide speaking engagements
which will necessitate travelling with
large amounts of literature plus
sleeping on the road. Good trucks
or at least cars will be most valiuable
in helping to reach potential radical
community dnd labor organizers
across the country,

If such vehicles are available please
notify the N.C.LL at 630 N. Racine
Ave., Chicago, IIl. 60622, or call
(312) 666-7257.
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RESIST THE DRAFT FROM WITHIN AND WITHOUT

INSIDE THE SERVICE:

Virginia — The letter that follows is by George Edwards, a black man in the United
States Air Force stationed in Virginia. His letter represents the growing attitude among
black G,1.’s that their battleground is here in the U,S.

Dear Sir:

I am presently in the United States Air Force and on Feb. 5, 1968 I refused to accept
an assignment to Tachikawa, Japan on the grounds that I believe that my fight is here in
the black ghettoes of Detroit, Newark, Chicago, New York and any place where my black
brothers and sisters are suffering from white exploitation.] feel it is ridiculous for me
to pretend I am a free man in Vietnam or Korea and a second class citizen here in
America, It is impossible for me to give freedom to someone three thousand miles away
when 1 don’t have freedom to live three miles outside of the nation’s capital. I do not
feel any obligation or trust in white America, America has promised my people free-
dom too long without keeping her word, My brothers and sisters have died for this country

since its beginning, all of which has been
in vain, I am tired of seeing my brothers
kicked, Iynched and mobbed by white
America while their murderers go free &
in many cases, receive praise. Because of
my love for my people and my convictions
I refuse to support the United States Gov-
ernment in any way until my brothers are
free. By my very presence in the United
Stateés Armed Forces I have compromised
too much, My people and Ihave giventheir
very soul for this country — no morel

On Feb, S at 2:00 p.m. I refused to
board an aircraft going to Tachikawa,
Japan as 1 previpusly stated. On Feb. 6
I reported to Major Long and told him of
my refusal to accept this or any assign-
ment until black people are free here in
America, Major Long ordered me to get
my mobility paperwork, 1 obeyed this
order, Upon returning I was instructed to
sec Lt. Col. Buckwalter, I also explained
to him my reasons for not accepting this
or any assignment. Lt. Col, Buckwalter
€aid he was willing to forget this incident
if I boarded another aircraft leaving for
Tachikawa, Japan later that day. I re-
peated my refusal whereby I was placed
under arrest andrestrictedto my quarters
until further notice. .

I am writing this letter because I know
I will nor get @ fair court martial with a
miilitary actorney. 1 do not have sufficient
funds ro hire an attorney therefore I am
asking for your help legally or any advice
or recommendations you can give me., if
you cannot help me, help those of my people
vou are dhle to help,

Yours truly,
George S, Edwards

Oakland, Calif. —A courtrul-
ing prevented the Army from shipping out
two soldiers who wish to file for C,0.
status within the Army. This is the first
time that the Oakland Army Base has been
ordered to restrain its orders while a
soldier’s personal-status application is
being processed. In fact, the Army has
never before allowed soldiers to file the
C.0. form in Oakland, which is the point of
embarkation for Viet Nam.

The soldiers are Steve Mason and John
Campbell. Both had been AWOL for 30
days. (A soldier has to be AWOL for 60
days for charges to be pressed). They
found out that over 2,000 soldiers are
AWOL in the Bay Area alone and predict
that many of them will now file for a
change of status.

Elsewhere Specialist Frederick Chard,
a top security clearance serviceman on
leave from Okinawa, refused to return
there after seeing Felix Greer's movie
‘Inside Vietnam’ and having read articles
about the Gulf of Tonkin resolution .
After refusing the official order on jan-
uary 19, he announced his refusal on T,V,

Eric Mann was inspiredby Chard’s T.V.,
performance, Mann, a draftee, was or-
dered to report to Fort Lewis, Washing-
ton, for transfer to Korea. He refused the
transfer order and made his announcement
public on several West Coast radio sta-
tions.

FROM THE OUTSIDE:

Washington, D.C.— jan. Bailey, 25
year old SNCC organizer in Washington,
became the 17th SNCC worker to refuse
induction into the U.S, Army. He read
this statement in front of the induction

I am historically, politically, psycholo-
gically, and morally unfit to serve in the

armed forces. I have no anticipations nor
expectations of saluting flags or officers
wearing uniforms, singing a national an-
them or obeying orders from a supposedly
superior beast. Frankly speaking, Iseeno
place in Uncle Sam’s army for this angry
black man. lLet me be plain. I will not
support in any way such a brutal, oppres-
sive, arrogant, hypocritical, beastly white
imperialist and racist country.lam notfor
imperialism but against it; my allegiance
with this country is to build it through
change and self-determination for and by
black people, We are related by blood,
culture and common experiences of hard-
ship suffered by this racist system. On
the international scene there are two
groups of people: the haves and the have-
nots; the whites and the non-whites. The
whites are the haves and the non-whites
are the have-nots, The same is true for
this country. Blacks have been disillusion~
ed, frustrated, humiliated, alienated and
brutalized by white people and this is the
issue I speak to. Following the dictates of
my black consciousness, I have no other
alternative but to refuse to be inducted.
I think it foolish to embrace a system that
destroys laws, customs, and people of
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REACHING OUT

individuals inveolved indicates we can get
them to pick up the defense work for
STDW and take over the watch dog oper-
ation at the center.

Now that’s just the beginning. There are
maty organizations to be contacted, and
door-to-door work has to start. Our
purpose is: a) to educate the community
as to what we are doing and why, b)to
neutralize much of the hostility towards
STDW type demonstrations, and c¢) to
develop a vehicle for community par-
ticipation in the action.

- o & 4

Community participation in STDW ac-

tivities will apparently take place on two
levels: in the newly formed STDW non-
student organizing committee (setup at the
Feb. 26 meeting of the Bay Area steering
committee by several workers and a few
Community organizers): and through di-
rect support for STDW by Community
organizers,

Easy To Do

The support we've already received was
obtained by making individual contacts in
unions and community groups. It didn’t take
much effort. People want to talk about it.
Just find out from past experience who
are some of the people who have gone
on record against the war or the draft and
talk to them first, These people helped
u¢ find out who should be approached in
their group for official action ~- either
in terms of getting on their group's
agenda or themselves introducing some
kind of resolution or action proposal.

This type of community work is the
easiest, but it is also just about the most
important because of the necessity of
building some kind of unity or mutual
respect among those who oppose the war
and the draft.

The hardest part is mobilizing com-
munity people as individuals to participate
in the acton. Here again, we've started
with people we know on the docks or con-

center in Baltimore Maryland; _Struction sites or in neighborhood centers

color for capitalistic ends. Thereforeitis
inconceivable that I go out like a fool and
fight my non-white brothers in China,
Vietnam, Africa, Latin America and South
America for white devils. Your enemies
are my friends . .. I support everything
you oppose and oppose everything you
support,

At this juncture I would like to make a
plea for our brothers in Vietnam to come
on home , , ,Our mothers, fathers, sisters
and brothers are being shot down like
dogs and we earnestly need their protec-
tion and their skills, The white man has
built tanks that will roll in our communi-
ties . . . The mission of those tanks is to
DESTROY BLACK HUMANITY . ., . Those
tanks must be stopped and they will be
stopped . . ., by any means necessary.

— Jan Bailey

Chicago — Fred Aviles, a Puerto
Rican organizer for LADO anddraft coun-
selor for Spanish-speaking people in Chi-
cago, refused induction after being denied
C.O, status. Befare Federal Judge Hubert
Will sentenced him to 3 years in prison,
Aviles read this statement : *‘The Vietnam
War is not a war of the people ... and
those super-patriots who do support the
government in this war are undermining
the basic principle on which this country
was founded — a government by the
people, for the people and of the people
« . « I acted in the right way. i I must
pay a price, I am ready to pay that price.
AXhough I am afraid, I am not sorry be-
cause I believe I am right,"”

Also in Chicago, Jeremy Mott was
sentenced to five years in jailfor refusing
to do civilian ailternative service as a
recognized conscientious objector. He
worked for 9 months under government
orders and then wrote this letter of

- o

resignation:

‘“Today 1 am resigning from the Selec-
tive Service System by leaving my alter-
native service job . . . From nowon I will
not co-operate with the Selective Service
System in any way.

‘‘My job, as a pacifist and as a person
opposed to this war in Vietnam, is to re-
sist our warring government, including

‘the Selective Service System, rather than

to seek special privileges from it .. .1
know that my obedience to my conscience
may also result in my imprisonment. But
I do not believe that the dangers of im-
prisonment are equal to the dangers of
acting without integrity and in complicity
with a government dependent on whole-
sale violence."

New York — Vvinny McGee, a student
at Union Theological Seminary, Chris-
topher Robinson, a member of the New
York Resistance, and Mark Weintraub, a
student at Queens College, have all re-
fused induction.

Nashville — Gary Williams, active
in the Southern Students’ Organizing Com-
mittee refused induction.

New Jersey — Emmett Schaefer re-
fused induction.

Oroville, Calif. — Fred Lon-
idier and Bruce Murray, both full - time
Peace Corps volunteers, have refused
induction. A third peace corps man, Mal-
colm Dundas, is now serving an 18-month
sentence for refusal.

The Movement congratulates and sup-
ports all these men and their brothers all
over the country who are refusing to
serve,
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how best to reach those we don’t know -~
but first we have to get ourselves to-
gether.

This community work we are doing,
and the support we have already received,
1s not something that has been conjured
up in the last two months. In many ways,
it is the result of the impact the October
STDW had on the community.

Many people agreed with our position
against the war and the draft from the
beginning -- but found no way to par-
ticipate. And other people were for the
first time made aware that the Vietnam
war has come home -- and that all levels
of authority and police enforcement are
tied to the political aims of the Admin-
istration -- not to ‘‘law and order.”

Expanding Our Base

The obstacle to expanding this com-
munity work and broadening our base of
support -- and thereby increasing the
chance- of building an on-going organ-
ization or movement -- is our own self-
image and sense of purpose.

Many people around STDW seem to

A CHANGE

For sharp-eyed readers who notice
that the mastheadreads April and wonder
what happened to March, the changeisto
aid news-stand circulation where any-
thing dated the current month is consid-
ered out of date, Subscriptions are for
twelve issues so there will be no change
in the number of issues subscribers re-
ceive,

A NEW NEWSPAPER

There’s a new newspaper for soldiers
called VIETNAM GI. Published in Chi-
cago with an advisory board of Vietnam
veterans, it's mailed first class for
some semblance of privacy. Contents in-
clude a lot of interviews with vets back
from Vietnam. It's free to soldiers. Sus-
taining subs are $10 a year. VIETNAM
GI needs people to spread the word and

- - -~ o

think the only reason we're going back
to the center is simply to fulfill some
kind of death wish or to support the Qak-
land Seven. That’s a whole lot of crap.
The decision to go back wasn't made by
the leadership, it was made by the Kids
who were beaten and busted, and by the
thousands who couldn’t or wouldn’t par-
ticipate in October.

This commitment to return to Oakland
is based on a gut rage against the war
and the draft, and to show the Admin-
istration they can’t come across with
indictments and storm troopers without
suffering great political cost and a dis-
location of American society.

To accomplish this, we have to get
outside of ourselves and realize we're not
the only people or section of the popu-
lation who share this rage or endorse
this resistance. And even if we were,
we couldn’t do it alone, To get the com-
munity together we have to get our-
selves together., And that’s what has to
happen between now and that week in
April. -

MOVEMENT CARS GET
TENDER LOVING CARE

Earts

VOLKSWAGEN

1830 SAN PABLO AVE,
BERKELEY

and asked them to get their friends to-
gether. Then we'll be able to figure out

3 =L 3 UL T T2 ARG 4
UG A PCITTOT IO O S0 WhITE VIT TINZYIVE

GI, PO Box 9273, Chicago, IlI. 60690.
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CUBA AND THE

By Todd Gitlin

We look to Cuba not only because of what
we sense Cuba to be hut because of what
the United States is not. Generations on
the American left have externalized good:
we needed to tie our fates to someone,
somewhere in the world, who was seizing
the chances for a humane society; or we
needed an easy diversion from the hard
business of cracking America. (*Check
out James Weinstein’s THE DECLINE OF
SOCIALISM IN AMERICA, 1912-1925
(Monthly Review Press, 1967) for early —
1917 — episodes in the grim story.) Now
we dig Cuba: Che’s words and face are
for sale everywhere, Regis Debray as a
spokesman for Fidel is devoured as a
missionary to the American left, and we
preserve our quick optimisms with fan-
tasies of an assault on OUR barracks, a
landing in OUR yacht, a fight in OUR
mountains.

Then the pendulum swings. It becomes
cliche on the other side to insist that to
grapple with our own distinct reality we
must refuse to learn lessons from the
island revolution. Cuba will blind us so
thoroughly, we should stay at home, In-
ternationalism means total identification
with somebody else’s revolution, and an
abandonment of our own calling, nothing
less. Most of us in some measure have
become stalled, unwillingly and uneasily,
within these two ways of denying the Cuban
reality., The mruth may well lie ‘‘some-
where in between’’ — but where? The
lessons must he named and explored and
made precise, or they are worthless.

In NEW LEFT NOTES (February 12),
I began to sketch my understanding of
the quality of the Cuban present, center-

“ing on the ways in which the rhetoric of
struggle, development, internationalism,
and the new man is rooted in the ordinary
lives of Cubans, and on the power of
liberal and left ideologies to obscure those
concrete lives. And Cuba is of course a
lesson that the communal spirit is not
always dependent on an active war footing,
that “‘Communism’’ and ‘‘revolution’’ are
terms that conceal complex and various
realities, Here I want to look at Cuba
from a different — neither higher nor
lower — angle, The questions are, What
do Cubans understand about America,
and what do we learn from their percep-
tions? and, What in the Cuban experience
might be valid for our own work?

“"Vietnam, We Are With You”’

‘““Every man is offended when another’s
face is slapped. (Jose Marti)

Sketches of Cuban internationalism,
common, exemplary, more than symbolic:

— One of the most powerful of the Cuban
documentary films (and all in all they are
technically the best I have seen), ‘Hanoi,
Martes 13,” begins and ends with a color
cartoon of the history of Viet Nam. The
narrative is a ‘‘Message of Solidarity
with the People of Viet Nam in Their Strug-
gle Against French Colonialism’’ — writ-
ten by Marti, 19%th-century Cuban poet
and revolutionary hero, in the 1880's,
(This is the man Cubans quote from and
look to more than anyone but Fidel and
that interloping Argentine doctor who once
went to fight with a crazy little band in the
Sierra Maestra and later died, murdered,
in the hills of Bolivia.)

Coming from America, whose esteem
for foreigners and their cultures is well
known, I was staggered by the depth and
commonness of Cuban internationalism. It
predates the revolution; it runs so deep,
though, it could not have begun only nine
years ago, even nine years as the revo-
lution measures time. (But in fact in
1956 Fidel made an exception for Che; he
feared some Cubans might not take to
too many foreigners.)

— At a specialagricultural plan in the
inland Las Villas province, I mer a
17-year-old tractor driver from a near-
by town,

*‘How long do you work?"

*‘Sometimes 24 hours aday.’" He smiled,
proud without arrogance. ‘'Today I have
worked 24 hours." He showed me the
headlights on his tractor, (Later I did see

tractors plowing the fields at night.)

‘“You don't sleep?”’

*“No, don’t sleep,' And then, matter-
of-factly, without a trace of sloganeering:
‘““The people in Viet Nam don't sleep,
why should we? We're doing the same
work.”’

If I have ever heard anyone mean any-
thing, he meant that,

— A crack agricultural brigade, sold-
iers who had volunteered for gigantic
land-clearing and planting ventures whose
.progress is followed in the papers like

the progress of the NLF, were offered.

vacations in Cuban resorts, free trips to
Czechoslovakia, etc, They asked instead
to be sent to Viet Nam; the NLF grate-
fully declined their services.

— One scene in a play, VIETNAM,
SIMPLY, acted by Cubans and Vietna-
mese, pitted two choruses from opposite
sides of the stage. The American hawks,
women with Amazon manners, chanted slo-
gans about democracy, saving the world
from Communism, etc, The “‘socialist
camp’’ chanted ‘*Peace| Peacel Nego-
tiate]”” Hawks: ‘‘What? Can’t hear you,”
Socialists: ‘‘Negotiate| (Very mechanical-

ey

ly:) Vietnam, we are with you! (Beating
their breasts:) You have all our moral
support. We even send you a little aid

. "' As the dialogue spun itself out -

into ritual emptiness, the Cuban obser-
ver interrupted, every minute of so:
‘*‘Meanwhile, another thousand Vietna-
mese killed, another school napalmed
.’ —no political rhetoric, nothing but
raw urgency. (Even if this is not policy,
consider the fact that this is how some
Cubans at least want their commitments
to be known.)

A student said a Czech had told her,
‘‘You know, we are with Viet Nam and
all of that, but really we can’t feel the
war very intimately. After all Viet Nam
is so far away.”” The Cuban was amazed:
‘““We are so much further than you, in
miles, but we feel it is our war,”’

— Hardly anyone who learned or
guessed 1 was an American failed to take
the trouble to assure me that the Ameri-
can people is a good people, that there
is no such thing as a bhad people, that it
was the American system and govern-
ment they opposed, A professor told me
Fidel had had a time — and no wonder
— getting this notion across in a rush
of speeches after the Bay of Pigs. And
There were exceptions; some peasants
and a waitress looked at me askance
until I told them 1 was in opposition
too. (ANYONE WHO FIGHTS IMPER-
IALISM is our brother,”" said one of
the peasants.)

— The ‘“‘Committees for the Defense
of the Revolution,'’ block clubs the Ameri-
can press calls networks of informers,
have as one of their functions the gather-
ing of bloodfor liberationstruggles around
the world. (They also administer public

health programs, get out the vote for the
popular election of neighborhood officials,
arrange for transportation of veluntary
workers to the countryside, etc.)

— A.worker in a bus pointed at the head-
headline, ¢*Yanki Officials Killedin Guate~
mala,”” and said in great excitement,
“*'We did well today]"

— An airplane mechanic said he would
give me his copy of the paper as soon as
he finished reading, word by slow word,
the text of Regis Debray's speech of self-
defense: “‘it’s important.”

— Qur guide was a medical student
from a wealthy home, who had been thrown
out of the Young Communists for *‘lack
of discipline’’ (she had wanted to go to
art school simultaneously), butis probably
soon to be reinstated because those who
threw her out were soon afterward thrown
out themselves, for sectarianism. At the
age of 14 she had been active in the 26th-
of-July underground; her independence of
mind, in my experience typical of large
numbers of the young, mightbe illustrated
by the fact that when I told her an Ameri-
can photographer had written that Fidel's
eyes are hypnotic, she came right back

with, ‘‘That’'s bullshit’’ — Fidel standing
not twenty feet away,

Heroic Guerrilla

New Year's Eve I asked her what name
she would like for the new year. She
said, ‘‘Year of the Heroic Guerilla.” A
government official sitting with us had
different words for the same thought, but
preferred her version. This had cléarly
been something under discussion, followed
with interest, but had a line already been
set, the official would presumably have
known it too.

January 2, Fidel ended his speech to
the hundreds of thousands gathered in the
Plaza de la Revolucion this way (I quote
from the official transcript; I was there
and can vouch for its accuracy; all I have
cut are repetitions):

The only thing left to do today is to
give a name to the year 1968. And we want
you to tell us. (SHOUTS OF *'THE HERO-
IC GUERILLA") . . . All right then, this
year will be called the Year of the
Heroic Guerilla, (APPLAUSE), as the
name most suitable for this year, for its
characteristics and for its spirit, and as
a tribute of profound veneration, remem-
brance and love for our heroic Major
Ernesto Guevara (OVATION), and those
heroic combatants who fell with him
(APPLAUSE). The imperialists have pub-
lished names of Cubans killed with Major
Ernesto Guevara, WELL, WE ARE NOT
GOING TO PUBLISH NAMES, BUT WE
DO STATE THAT, IF OTHER CUBANS
FELL IN COMBAT WITH MAJOR ER-
NESTO GUEVARA, THIS WOULD BE IN
KEEPING WITH THE HISTORY OF THIS
COUNTRY, WITH ITS INTERNATION=
ALIST AND REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT,

AMERICAN MOVEMENT

above: ‘‘How do you like school?'' ‘‘It’s
good.”” “‘Why?'' ““We learn."”

left: Four soldiers in cane field. One of
these soldiers brandished his mocha
(a2 small machete): “‘In times of peace,
we use the weapons of production.”

right: Cane cutters near Bayamo in Orien-
te Province. They have been cutting
cane a minimum of 22 years. When
asked what difference the revolution
had made in their working conditions,
they broke into big quick smiles.

below: A Jamaica-born fisherman spend-
ing Sunday digging earth outside Ha-
vana. Volunteers shovel the earth into
plastic sacks, where coffee seedlings
will grow, planted on land not cultiva-
ted before. ‘'Cuba is making a new
man,’”’ he says, ‘'a socialist man, a
man who works with his fellow man.”’

Photos: Todd Gitlin

Angd there isnothing extraordinary about
it, and there could be nothing more honor-
able for this country than for its sons to
know how to fight to death, spilling even
the last drops of their blood for the lib-
eration of the peoples, which is the
liberation of humanity . . . (APPLAUSE).

It will sound romantic to some, but
1 am quite convinced that these lines, de-
livered in fury and anguish, contain the
core and the basis of the foreign policy of
Cuba; and that this policy, its elemental
force and its risk, require no ‘‘stirring
up of the masses'' to standas the policy of
the population. If we think it has tobe im-
planted, like somebody else’s heart, we are
talking about the American experience, not
the Cuban. :

Nationalism

Of course the Cuban revolution was a
national revolution, of course ‘‘Patria o
muertel”’ is no idle promise, hut a felt
commitment. But from our own fears and
the sour fate of past generations we have
learned to draw a line between national
ism and internationalism, as if one pre-

vented the other, Some white radicals
assume from the American past that‘‘na-
tionalism’’ must describe a single, un-
alterable phenomenon, then that this phe-
nomenon is always rooted in culturalarro-
gance, that it cannot allow for solidarity
with people across boundaries. In re-
sponse, in a natural rage at this country,
some whites and blacks resort to a kind
of instant internationalism, inventing in-
ternational allies as if these allies had
some tangible ways of bearing onthe daily
sufferings of black people locked (for bet-
ter and mostly for worse) within THESE
national frontiers. (In Oakland, February
17, Stokely invoked ‘‘nine hundred million
black people.” Was he including Cuba,
where, he also said, ‘‘honkies can’t
go"'?)

Nationalism for the Cubans is the very
basis of their internationalism. They are
7-1/2 million people, on an island, ideo-
logy aside. Their tiny size they have
made into a virtue, a refuge from na-
tionalist smugness, Their culture has al-
ways been synthetic, looking for inde-
pendent roots but not suspicious of foreign
graftings. THEY have made THEIR revolu-
tion, therefore they are entitled to help
others to make theirs, not in the name of
Cuba but in the name of what Cuba has
done. The nation is not the end of the
revolution, but its beginning.

When the Cubans recommend their in-
ternationalism for the Ameriecan move-
ment, they take théir own distinct his-
tory for granted; it is part of their poli-
tical air, before any strategiccalculation.
But despite the blatant differences between
the two countries, despite what they know
of gambling, whore=hunting, expeditionary
Americans, they challenge us to press
hard against American chauvinism.

The Blurring of Color

What they have trouble understanding
about America and about our movement
falls in that area of tension between their
experience and ours. Race is the issue of
greatest confusion to them. Many Cubans
have heard of Stokely and Black Power;
a frequent first question from political
responsibles is, ‘““What is the relation
between the anti-war and the Black Pow-
er movements?' There is the inevitable
answer. And then, ‘‘Why so far apart?”’
That blacks and whites no longer cross
hands and sing ‘“‘We Shall Overcome"’
causes them distress, They don't preach
an abstract brotherhood, but listen atten-
tively to the explanations, nod their heads
— and never quite understand.

If there is racism in Cuba, it is not
apparent, The eyes testify to a non-racial
society, The range of skin shades proves a
long history of intermarriage. Americans
stare in wonder at the blonde chicks
arms in arm with the black guys, but no
one else seems to notice. In one factory
in Oriente, the most intermingled pro-
vince, two of three departmental super-

visors I met were black. Not only were
the mixed races at all levels, but no one
seemed self-conscious about it.

When 1 tried to explore the history

of racism in Cuba, sometimes I had the
feeling I was asking Martians to comment
on an Earthly sin. In a Havana cigar
factory, the unionhead (black)saidthat be-
fore the revolution blacks were excluded
from the highest-paying jobs, and were
paid less than whites for the same work.
Because of the wage differential, white
workers tended to take the side of the
bosses in union fights. Their relatives
were given prededence when they retired,
guaranteeing white monopolies of the best
jobs. (There were also some T© m s.)
Whites contesting this state of affairs
were fired.
+ The revolution made its commitment
to equality plain from the very beginning.
Early, meetings were held to explain the
abolition of discrimination in both work
and pay. Most workers, he said, adjusted;
some of the others, mostly older, emigra-
ted to the U,S. (One worker asked us to
thank the American people for taking these
unreconstructed racists off Cuban hands.)
“‘Sophisticated’’ workers (mostly mem-
bers of the old Communist Party)eased
the transition.

1 asked how many blacks were now
working in the factory, He laughed: *'We
don’'t keep statistics, They don’t matter
for us."” He said we would see — as
we did — a disproportionate number of
whites (including MESTIZOS, mulattoes)
in the better-paid jobs, because no specidl
measures had been taken to uproot the
discriminatory heritage. (There are also
relatively few blacks in the Central Com-
mittee of the Party —a sign of its student
origins.) It would be unfair, he said, to

‘hire a black over a white regardless of

skill and experience; the solution was
time for the revolution's commitment to
equal education to work itself out, What
would be a liberal platitude in the U.S,
was for him an act of secure faith, a tri-
bute to the revolution's mormentum,

I knew that cigar workers were tra-
ditionally the most literate and political
of factory workers, but I wanted the man
to go further. Did he think the racism
was internalized, taken by the white workesn
for his own feelings, beyond his fear of
being fired if he challenged the color line?
Or was racism more a matter of structure,
based on past slavery and maintained by
the rich, to which whites conformed by
necessity? The question at first made no
sense to him. Getting at it from different
angles, it dawned on me that the concept of
felt rather than structured racism wis
almost entirely foreign to his experience.
He knew of cases, but of no dominant,
deep. and bragging mood of racism among
whites.

A Class-Based Racism

None of this should be taken to dis-
parage the revolution's achievement. But
clearly Cuba had a head start. (Another
sign of the class origin of racism: fancy
restaurants had been segregated hefore,
but not buses.) Its advantage could be
traced to the organization of slavery under
the Spanish. (I take this background from
Herbert S. Klein, SLAVERY IN THE
AMERICAS: A COMPARATIVE STUDY
OF CUBA AND VIRGINIA (University of
Chicago, 1967). From the beginning of the
16th century, the Spanish reserved cer-
tain rights to slaves —including marriage,
property, and a certain legal standing as
arsons — which, however minimal they
seem, the Virginians did not tolerate.
The Catholic Church intervened directly,
with emissaries from Spain, to stand be-
tween master and slave, extending some
religious rights to the Africans. With less
economic reason for converting the slave
into utter property, and under fire from
domestic liberals (i), the Spanish crown
asserted a tight central authority against
the more brutal intentions of the colon-
ists. ©

Financing most of the expeditions it-
self, it moved under the prestige of codes
dating from the 13th century, which took
slavery to be a necessary evil, not a
God-given right. And white immigrants
were relatively few, leaving blacks fair-
ly well represented in skilled trades. In
this very relative business of compara-
tive slaveries, the Spaniards allowed
vastly more room for blacks in the mid-
dle spaces of the society, with some
recourse against the harshest treat-
ment,

By 1860-61, when 35% of the colored
population of Cuba were freedmen, only
11% in Virginia had thrown off the sta-
tus of slave. The Virginian colonists fi-
nanced their own expeditions, organized
an independent church, and took local
political and military power. The English
crown stood back and watched. English
law deprived the slave of his least rights;
the murder of a slave was no felony (in
Cuba it was). The special demands of to-
bacco cultivation intensified an overtrace
prejudice which was, at the very least,
less plain in the Spanish colonies, A Vir-
ginian clergyman wrote in 1680 that
Virginians ‘‘for the most part do know
no other GOD but MONEY, nor RE -
LIGION but PROFIT."" We bear grim wit-
ness to the consequences.

In burying the past, the revolution had
to disrupt STRUCTURES more than AT-
TIDUDES. And now nine years of non-
racial development have accustomed Cu-
bans to multi-colored egalitarianism,
leaving them ill-equipped to think of race
as a pivotal category. Their political iden-
tity is with the Third World —a matter
of victims fighting executioners, as they
see it, and only incidentally a matter of
race. Fanon for them makes the first
break from orthodox Marxism toward a
new philosophy and strategy for the colon-
ized, He has read in Party trdining
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How the Man Breaks a Strike

Editor's Note: A recent strike in Laurel, Miss., between Local 5-443 of the Inter-
national Woodworkers of America (IWA) and the Masonite Corporation points up what
trade-union experts in the South have been saying for some time: —that industries in
the region plan to use divisions between white and black workers in a new way,

For several generations the owners of land and industry have kept political and eco-
nomic control by getting white workers to believe they had an identity of interest with
the owners because of the color of their skin. At the same time, black workers were
pushed to the lowest rung of the ladder.

Today, because of the new strength of black people and their movement for free-
dom, employers can no longer keep them down. So the employers now try to convince
black workers that they will do better by going along with management rather than with
the white workers.

The result is the same: — a division which benefits nobody but the employer. The
Laurel strike is typical because it also involves the question of automatic machines’
replacing people; it also involves the continued moving of more industries into the
South,

Robert Analavage, assistant editor of The Southern Patriot, tells the story from the
standpoint of both the black and white workers. It is hoped that this analysis will help

al]l of us to understand the necessity for black-white unity in the struggle for economic

and political democracy in America.

By ROBERT ANALAVAGE
(Reprinted from the Southern Patriot)

LAUREL, Miss. — The strike formally
began in April, 1967, when a shop stew-
ard was fired by a foreman. The steward
was backing two workers in their refusal
to do work not included in their job
descriptions.

But it began a long time before that.
It began when Masonite brought in a
team of efficiency experts to determine
how to muke the most profits with the
fewest workers at the lowest cost. The
experts suggested that the plant be totally
reorganized, with automation the eventual
goal,

Masonite calls its operation here the
largest hardboard plant in the world;
it produces a $250,000 weekly payroll
for the Laure] area, The company and the
local, largest in Mississippi, have had
bitter struggles over the years, but no-
“hing t rival this one,

This time the local, considered the
most militant in the state and possibly
in the South, saw the actions of the
company as the opening of an effort
to destroy the Incal completely. It did
nol hesitate to strike once it felt its
interest threatened.

The strikers set up mass picket lines
and refused to allow anyone, ineluding
management personnel, inside the plant,
Hulse Hayes, a lawyer from the firm of
the late anti-union Senator Robert Taft,
went to court for Masonite, seeking an
injunction against the union’s activities.

A lower-court judge upheld the strik-
ers’ right to picket peacefully, so Hayes
appealed to the Mississippi Supreme
Court.

During the ecourt proceedings the loecal
argued that it had been pushed into the
strike and so was unable to give the re-
quired ten days’ notice hefore striking.
The local subpoenaed documents and
exposed Masonite’s reorganization plan.
The documents also showed that the
company had hired Wackenhut guards
10 days hefore the strike began.

These guards come from the same
private detective agency used by Gover-
nor Claude Kirk to police the state of
Florida.

Still the Mississippi Supreme Court
granted the injunction. The strike was
ruled illegal, and it was made a crime
for the international union or anyone
else to support the strike. The workers
carried on alone.

Wackenhut set up outposts all over
the Mausonite property, with shotgun-
toling guards entrenched in sand-bagged
bunkers. The plant looked more like a
fortress than a factory.

The local had been through it all be-
fore. As recently as 1964 the men had
conducted a bitter wildecat strike. They
saw the 1967 walkout as just another in
a series of battles between capital and
labor, and described it in those terms.

As in the past, the workers felt that
their union would stand firm. They had
no doubt about the outcome. But one
factor had changed since 1964. This
was the growing number and strength
of black workers and the efforts of the

€es.
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In fact, some union officials said that
Masonite had planted agents in the plant
to discover ways to divide the workers.
These agents seem to have decided that
the long history of division hetween
black and white people made it possible
to pit them against each other.

In reality the Laurel local is two locals
—one white, comprising 75 percent of
the membership, the other 25 percent
black. Until a few years ago the black
workers were in a sub-local. Although
more than 500 blacks were members of
the local and felt that the 1500 white
workers accepted them as fellow trade-
unionists, they still did not feel they
were really a part of the union.

No black people were elected to office
in the local. Officials of the local now
see this as a mistake. Some realize that
a program of education might have
brought about the unity they needed in
this strike.

The Union’s Position

In order to assess the whole situation
better, Bob Zellner, Jack Minnis and I
met with seven or eight members of the
local’s leadership—all white. The strike
had been going on for months and the
local found it diflicult to get its side of
the story to the public. The Laurel news-
paper had even refused to sell the union
space to explain its position.

Meanwhile, Masonite was recruiting
strikebreakers from Georgia, Texas, and
other parts of Mississippi.

“They had the whole Ole Miss football
team scabbing in there,” said J. D. Jolly,
president of the local.

A Wackenhut guard had been slain
the day we met with Jolly and other
leaders of the union. The room was
tense as we sat down with these men.

We were very frank about the fact
that we were in the civil-rights move-
ment. Minnis explained that at one time
we had all worked for SNCC. He said we
were now with SCEF and were inter-
ested in building unity between black
and white working people in the South.

Minnis told the men that we wanted
to help if we could, but we needed to
understand the full nature of the strike.
The men were silent for a moment.

Then Jolly spoke up: “We don’t care
who you are as long as you can help.”

I think it is important to know Jolly.
His life has been dedicated to the local
and to the cause of trade-unionism. His
name was in the headlines briefly in 1964
after a white union official was beaten
by the Ku Klux Klan for backing a
Negro in a grievance against the com-
pany. Jolly declared that the union would
go to war with the Klan, if necessary,
to stop further such acts.

He was frank about the local’s history.
“You have to understand the nature of
the South to understand it,” he said.
“Because of this, we once had a sub-
local. All colored, with their own officers.
The different races did occasionally at-
tend each other’s meetings. There were
three ¢olored workers on the negotiating
committec and they took part in contract
deliberations.

“It wasn’t integration; it wasn’t seg-

¢ ‘inn prohibited segregation and,

to be frank, we knew all the time what
we had to do. Then came the Civil Rights
Act (1964) and a suit was filed by six
of our brothers—one white and five
colored. )

“When we integrated, the whites had
the numerical strength. They were 75
per cent of the union. Candidates were
put up for office and everybody voted
along racial lines. None of the colored
candidates were elected and they never
ran again.”

Jolly calls that election a mistake.
He says: “I, from a practical stand-
point, thinking of the union first, don’t
want to freeze the colored out, because
we need them. If some of our colored
members hadn’t broken this strike and
gone back to work this strike would
be over.”

We asked what could be dane to aveid
similar splits in the future. “Only thing
I can see is that we've got to form a
coalition,” Jolly went on. “White and
colored in the local will have to get to-
gether and come up with some candi-
dates from hoth races and everybody
will have to back them: Otherwise this
thing will continue to split us.”

The Need for Coalition

Coalition. A magic word these days.
Quite simply it means the coming to-
gether of people with similar problems
to fight a common enemy. It does not
mean love or brotherhood or integration,
although it could mean or lead to all of
these things.

But coalition does require two ingredi-
ents, and one of these is strength. The
mostly white local did have strength and
had shown it many times in previous
strikes. The question is: Did the black
minority in the union have any strength?

I believe Jolly answered that when he
said, “If colored members had not gone
back to work the strike would be over.”

The majority of the black workers
had used their strength, but they used
it against the union. They gave rea-
sons for this, which I will go into
shortly, but first we need to stress that
the black unionists did not act as a
unit. Although about 300 blacks helped
to break the strike, about 200 sup-
ported it.

The other ingredient needed for a
coalition is trust. And the black people
who refused to take part in the strike
simply did not trust the white members
of the union.

When we talked with the black men
who went back to work, they said there

other mnon-striking blacks would meet

with the white union leaders to discuss
an arrangement whereby the black work-
ers would honor the strike. But, said the
black workers, any such meeting would
have to be on the initiative of the whites.
They would make no effort to set up the
meeting.

We reported this conversation to Jolly
and other union leaders. We pointed out
that we were not in any sense represent-
ing the black workers; that they were
not our clients and we had absolutely no
infiuence in the black community. We
stressed to them that they would have
to gain the trust and confidence of the
black workers themselves.

Jolly and the others asked us what
we thought they should do. We told them
they should contact the leaders of the
black strikebreakers. They asked us
whom they should talk with, We told
them they should know who the leaders
of the black strikebreakers -were, and
added that we could not act as go-be-
tweens,

When they mentioned “good friends™
they had in the black community, we
suggested that these “good friends
were prabably not the leaders of the
militant workers. We said that a new
spirit was abroad in the black com-
munity, and it would be up to them to
figure out how to deal with that spirit
in the interest of unity.

Jolly and the other said they would
consider what we had told them and that
they would try to work out something,
However, Jolly said that it wasn’t just
a simple matter of the union leadership
going to the black strikebreakers and
bargaining over concessions.

The union members honoring the strike
had already taken the necessary steps
to impose sanctions, if they chose to do
s0, against those who had abandoned the
strike. Jolly emphasized that the black
strikers had also voted for these steps.

+ Bob

GUN-TOTING WACKENHUT GUARDS patrolled Masonite's
Laurel plant during the seven-month strike (photas by
Analavage).

“QOur local is a democracy and we have
to abide by the majority will,” he said.

The Strikebreakers’ View

The meeting we had had with the black
strikebreakers revealed how they felt
about the whole business. One of their
supporters was Mrs. Susie Ruffin, a vet-
eran in the freedom movement and now
a member of the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party (MFDP).

She is very militant but was opposed
to the strike. She arranged for us to
meet some of the black strikebreakers
in her home. They agreed to talk but
only on condition that their names be

-—company to _manipulate-these—employ———erationr—5 tit——welvurmtermatiomat——was—a—shpht—possibility--that—they—anmd————withheld—Their—names—are--pot—impor — —

tant; their views are.
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They had supported strikes before, in-
cluding wildeats, One man who had
walked the picket line for six months in
1964 said:

“What did it get us? Nothing
changed; we were still treated like
second-class  citizens, like niggers.
Ain’t no Negro union officials. There’s
only four black shop stewards, and
they don't have authority over whites.

“The union never asks us for help

until something like this comes up. To
putl it right down, Negroes are just sick
and tired of being fooled by whites. But
no more. I'm so tired of my people being
walked on."

We asked another man what he
thought about the union. Mrs. Ruffin
broke in: “It's a den of Kluxers.” The
man agreed with her. Yeb, when we ran
down a list of unlon officials, he and the
others referred to only one of them as
a Klansman. They called all the loeal
afficers “pood union men.”

Herbert Ishee, the financial secretary,
added: “There are Klan on the
negotinting committee, They're good
unionists, pretty good boys, but I don’t
Lelieve in their polities.”

As for the widely held belief in the
black community that the Klan con-
trols the local, Jolly said: “Sure, we
have Klansmen in the local but they
don’t control it. I’ll fight anyone—any
outside group—that tries to take over
this local.”

We asked one of the black workers
why he refused to take part in the strike.
He said: “You know, after the Civil
Rights Act the company integrated the
facilities at the plant. Washrooms and
showers. The whites kicked up a fuss.

“I don't appreciate a man using me

. saying we’re together when there's
u strike and then kicking up a fuss be-
cause we're using the same facilities.
Another thing, the whites didn’t even
consult us when this strike began. Not
one word, like they figured we’d support
it anyway. I didn’t desert the union;
the union deserted me.”

None of the black workers considered
themselves anti-union. They said: “A
worker has to be in a union for his own
security. We have good wages and job
security only because of the union’s
work.”

However, all of them were highly
eritical of Local 5-44" for allowing seg-
regated job classifications. They all said
they wanted to stay in the union, “if
only it would change.”

We asked them if they would be will-
ing to meet with the white unionists to
try to work out such differences. With
the balance of power they held in this
strike, there was a possibility they could
win concessions they wanted from the
local, since the whites had now seen the
need for unity.

If an understanding was reached be-
tween the two groups, it could be guar-
anteed by the strength of the blacks;
the white workers would know that only
united action would bring gains from
the company in future disputes.

Here was shown the need for a black
caucus within the union. Blacks have
usually mistrusted white people in
similar situations because so many
promises have been made and then
broken when the black people were
no longer considered necessary. A
caucus within the umnion would make
sure that there would be no back-
sliding on promises made and agree-
ments reached between the black and
white workers.

However, this did not appear to be in
the minds of the black people, as re-
flected by these comments:

Mrs. Ruffin—"“If only those white peo-
ple would come to us equal and bar-
gain. . . ."”

A worker—“I've seen something of
these whites for years. They can't he
trusted. I see no reason to talk with
them.”

Another worker—“1f they would come
to us and ask us like men.”

s0ome

Setting a Pattern

In Jackson, where we talked with
Claude Ramsey, head ¢f the Mississippi
AFL-CIu, he gave us a larger perspec-
tive on the Laurel strike. He saw the
Masonite strike as part of a plan to
destroy trade-unions in the state. He
helieved the Mississippi Manufacturers’
Association was involved.

“Masonite is the beginning of a pat-
term,” he declorved, “This local has al-
ways been radical and a thorn in the

company’s side. They've had some bad
strikes down there. If they destroy this
loeal, unionism in Mississippi will be set
back decades. Masonite laid a trap for
them and they walked right into it.”

What the company had done was to
win many allies in the biack community
by upgrading a few blacks in the plant
and ending segregation in the wash-
rooms,

Minnis deseribed how it worked in
the Patriot last month: “Thus when
management was confident that it had
the loyalty of enough black workers it
hegan upgrading hlack workeérs in a

way that was certain to drive the
white workers into a wildecat.”

Jolly had told us that this very up-
grading of blacks had caused friction

with the whites, but he also admitted
(hat the blaclk men hod previously “had
the dirtiest, the filthiest, the roughest
jobs.”
However, Masonite is no crusader for
the rights of black peuple. It has a plant
in the Union of South Africa where its
black workers are the most oxploited in
the world. It also needs to bLe pointed
put that the company was simply com-
plying with a U. 'S, Government order

when' it ended sepregation in the wash-

rooms,

Claude Ramsey arranged for us to
talk with E. K. Collins, attorney for
Local 5-443. Collins is also state senator
from Jones County. He is most widely
known to the civil-rights movement as
attorney. for the régular Democratic
Party in Mississippi, which fought off
the challenge of the Mississippi Free-
dom Democratic Party at the Democratic
National Convention in Atlantie City in
1964. He has a reputation for heing a
strong trade-union supporter.

“I signed the first union card in this
state,” he told us proudly. “I once
worked for John L. Lewis (of the
United Mine Workers).” He said that
as a boy "I had a job carrying water for
the workers—white and colored.”

Senator Collins said he had been one
of the original organizers of the Laurel
local and obtained its charter. “It was
the first union charter in the state,” he
added,

The attorney said he agreed with
Ramsey’s- charge of a conspiracy to
bust all unions in Mississippi. “Neo
doubt about it,” he declared. “If they
break this union, the shipbuilders in
Pascagoula are next and after that
the paper mills in Natchez and Moss
Point.”

“You see, there are all kinds of com-
panies up North that want to bring
plants down South because of cheap
labor. And every Chamber of Commerce
is backing them.”

(We were also told that all elements
of the local power structure, including
the Laurel Chamber of Commerce,
backed Masonite in the strike; indeed,
“the city attorney represents the com-
pany in disputes with the workers.”)

We asked Collins about the Klan ele-
ments in Local 5-443. He said he had
cvidence that there were 65 Klan mem-
bers in the union, but he also pointed out
that the local had published a manifesto
against the Klan in the Laurel news-
paper.

The Strike Continues

As the strike continued, there were
bombings and at least five killings which
authorities blamed on some of the
strikers. However, the black workers
told us that none of this was aimed at
them. The violence seemed directed at
whites breaking the strike.

At the height of the violence, the Mis-
sissippi Highway Patrol sent extra men
to Laurel and the National Guard was
placed on alert.

Soon there were 900 men working in
the plant, which was reported working
at 45 per cent of capacity. The 900
men were about equally divided among
white unionists who had returned to
work. strikebreakers (white) brought
in from oiner areas, and piack union-
ists who had refused to join the strike.

But Masonite was hbeing hurt. A
Stundard & Poor's bulletin reported at
the end of the summey that there had
been a substantial decrease in-Masonite
eatnings due in part to strikes in Ohio
and in Lauvel. Standard & FPoor's also
stuted that Masonite had sold more than
210,000 acres of prime Mississippl tim-
ber to St. Regis Paper Co, Tor $35 mil-
lion.

“The colored workers (who went back
to work) make up the numerical differ-
ence and give the company hope of win-
ning the strike,"” Jolly said several weeks
hefore the end of the strike.

We talked with people in SNCC, the
MFDP and the Delta Ministry about the
possibility of working together to build
a black-white coalition to aid the local.
They all saw possibilities in the situa-
tion, but were lbusy with other things
they felt were more important.

Two weeks before the strike ended, a
statement did from the MFDP,
which is made up almost wholly of black

come

to save as many jobs and as many bene-
fits as possible under the circumstances.
A preferential hiring list was set up
for those men still out at the time of the
settlement.” (There were over 1,200 men,
more than half of the local, still on
strike when the agreement was signed.)

Ags for the company’s reorganization
plan, Roley said, “we’ll try to resolve
whatever we can.”

Members of the local scoff at this.
They described the agreement to me as
“a gellont, a sweetheart contract?”
Sources within the loeal also say they
have learned that the militants who led
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It looked more like a fortress than a factory

The Strike is Broken

On December 12, 1967, after seven and
a half months, the Laurel strike came
to an end. In San Francisco, an agree-
ment was reached between the. inter-
national union, the Masonite Corp., and
the federal mediation service.

We happened to be in the Union hall
the day the agreement was announced.

“Ain't it a shame,” one rank-and-file
member told us, “we don’t even get to
vote on it.”

J. D. Jolly and the rest of local
5-443's  officials were removed from
office and the local was placed in trustee-
ship, which meant that all property,
finances and other assets of the local
came under the complete control of the
international.

A man of about 50 said, “one of
these days it’s all coming to a ‘head
and it’s going to be settled with guns.
There's going to be one final battle
between capital and labor.”

The agreement was explained to the
Patriot by Ronald F. Roley, Portland,
Ore., international president of the
union, on the ground that “our aim was

ditionally, all strikebreakers will keep
their jobs.

What is clear is that Masonite ex-
ploited the social divisions between the
unionists masterfully, like pawns in a
giant chess game. Whether the same
tactics will be used in other areas, as
Claude Ramsey and E. K. Collins pre-
dicted, seems hardly open to question.

The burning resentments of black
workers exist everywhere; the failure,
even the refusal, of some white work-
ers to cope with this also exists every-
where. If the tragedy of Laurel is
not to be repeated, this situation must
be corrected. -

Blacks have said they will not initiate
any reconciliation because they feel they
have been betrayed too many times in
the past. Therefore, whites will have to
make the first move. Unity remains the
working men’s only protection; other-
wise they will continue to be the victims.

Masonite can now dictate conditions
and wages and, as the directors of that
company can tell you, it will be a long
time before the workers of Laurel will
again have the strength to challenge
them. -

The MFDP Statement

The MFDP is investigating the strike in Laurel, Mississippi by the
International Woodworkers of America (IWA) local against the Masonite
corporation, because this strike affects every member of the MFDP in
Mississippi.

If Masonite can kill the union in Laurel, this will set back both Negro
and white workers 30 years. Whatever the result of the strike, it will be
copied by management and members of the Mississippi Management Asso-
ciation to crush union organizing in Mississippi. Without unions, working
people can be fired without cause by management, they lose their right to
collective bargaining, better working conditions, higher wages and decent
vacations with pay.

Members of hoth races are working at Masonite and are also on strike.
Masonite claims that the union is completely controlled by the KKK. This
places Negro employees in the unfortunate position of having to choose
between the KKK or Masonite. This is too simple and too frightening to
be true.

It is to Masonite’s advantage to emphasize the KKK element in the
union. This keeps black and white workers apart. Since 1964 the union has
held integrated meetings, yet it was only since the strike began in April
that Masonite gave Negro workers many good jobs previously reserved
for whites. But it is important to understand the history of the KKK’s
power in Jones County. This power affects not only the union but Masonite
and every important economic and political institution in Jones County.

The FDP is and has always been on the side of FREE trade unionism.
We refuse to swallow Masonite’s claim of complete KKK control of the
union. We have found that labels, whether Communist or KKK, prevent
people from thinking and cover up the real issues.

The Klan issue should not force Negro workers to reject unionism. A
man should not be deprived of his right to a job or a right to belong to a
union solely because he is a member of the KKK. Only if we protect the
rights of all men to freedom of association and speech, no matter how
unpopular their cause, will our own rights be preserved. »
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GITLIN ON CUBA —-.

schouls, and Cubans wlio have studied
his work were astounded to hedr that
some: Americans treat him as a prophet
of ruce,

Bourgeois Legality

When they try to think back before their
trivmph, to gather some imuage of capi-
talism by which they might measure the
imternal life of the U1S,, Cubuns remem-
ber urganized torture, 4 censored press,
Batista's usurpation of power before the
1952 eleciions, und otheg blatant signs
of oppression. They assume Aniericin
capltulism to have this uniform quality.
News of A\merica in the press is news
of ¢anthar — Vigt Num, counter-revoli-
tiah, mucropelitics, demonstrations, po-
litical arrests, the assaulis on black
peude — and this reulity is often taken
to the ENTIRE American réalicy.

Three editors of the Young Commun-
{=pe" evening newspaper. cireulation 70,
000, asked why the LS, government tal-
erated. radical publications, The: concept
of bourgeois legality, of formul if em-
barrled civil rishts, was new to them.
Never mind that these riglits are com-
ing 10 be more honored on paper than in
practice, that cheir political functionis to
tume oppoiition. The pointis thuat the very
ideu of Western civil liberties came as a
surprise,

Un the other hapd, sovernment officials
and some students are less mysified. (Yet
even the sharpest and best informed lave
trouble comprehending lippies. Ur they
upderstand without undersranding, [low-
ever, elaborately they are told of the
emptiness of middle -cluss life and
culture and the agony of durable radicual
polities, theyv give way to MACHISNO,
insisting that long hair is “'sissy.”") What
they can understdnd 4t once is thar stra-
tegies for the liberation of Latin America
are not designed for advanced industrial-
ized societies. They were astonished and
depressed that radicul \mericans were
ransacking Regis Debray's REVOLUTION
IN THE REVOLUTION?; eaterly under-
lining puassdees and nscribing murgindl
schemes as if Debray were speaking to
THEM. Toinformed Cubans it was per-
fectly cleur thur Debiray’s proposuls flow-
ed directly from Jdn analysis of [atin
American possibilities. It was umimagin-
uable thar anyone might mistdke these for
American ¢onditivns, siphoning Debray
into «a reality he hadn't the slightest in-
tention of beginning to describe. Huw cou ki
would-be revolutiomiries so elsily abap-
don their comimon sense — and so me-
chanically? (Despair is the CALSE, but
in these times it s noe 2o00d REASON JdL
all.y N comieal mystery for theni, 4 trug-
edy for ug.

Lessons, But Not For Copy-Books

LESSON #1: Himan beings. are not
everywhere uand lor all time prevented
from building something decent. Recon-
stryction. and noral incentives at the
hedrt of the svclal process dre not in-
escapably Uspian, This 1s suid not to
call for o trunsplanting of the Cuban
revolution, nor o suggest that we wodld
waiit to do thipgs the Cuban wdy, but
simply tohearten American radicalswhom
fard experience has mude hitrer. The
Cabuns woulld be first to suveest that
THEY do not tread paths marked out by
othér countries. fiut we are so attuned
to the need to destroy the institutions of
empire und degradation — and [ndeed [
believe these are the major orders of the
day: stopping this srocious ingtitution,

NEWS NEWS NEWS NEWS

ley, folks; we tulle abput nesye Aol
analysis fruom inside the Movement, Lt
such, stuff has to be written by people
who ARE lnside the Movement. We necd
to heir from more Movement pevple
about what's happening arpund the coln-
try. Doesn't need to be elaborute, just
a letter about your dred. The real worth
of THE MOVEMENT depends on the
peuple who write for it. Let us liear
from you. THE MOVEMENT, 449 l4th
5t Sun Frangisco, Calif. 94103,

neutralizing that one — we sonietimes
assurne that this is everyone’s etérnal
responsibility, and our sole METHOD of
organizing. (On the need for political
progress, see Stauchton Lynd. *“The Cood
Society,”” THE GUARDIAN, February 17).

Cuba also stunds as J4 model of wlut it
is this system wants to diseredit and de-
stroy. That sheer huge fact should not be-
come our politics, but must never be ab-
sent from them.

LESSON #2: Vast bureaucracy is not an
inevitable, uncombattable feutre of eco-
nomic development. The two-vear Cam-
paign Against It sent thousands of seut-
warmers into productive work and-into
local branches of narlondl stroctures, It
tucned out that the larger bureancraeies
were not necessarily the most efficient:
often the way round, ad palnt was fot
Simply to mewt the labor shortape and
to implant manusl skills bue o vitslize
loeal dife and multiply ceteérs of nitia-
cive. The entire ventral Suvar Minisgry s
mow run with o stafl of A0 che Ministey
of Interior Cormmerce, which superviscs
<11 srtores and the distcibueion of couds,
Wils eut in one }.-t.-.{r from 2000 to 8O
the Ministry of Education, from 1250 1o
250, The flow of pper las beco elifninag-
t=d where pussible, M.uazines are pul-
listied with wery small, hard-workin
staffs, and some ebterprises (MKe Fdu-
cuation) encourade their stuffs oo du their
own typing, sothar secreturies may be
freed to become teacliers,

Redicals lve often conceded thur hi-
reaucratic top=down’ methods. thoush Je=
huumnizing, are afrer ull more efficient.
Perhaps we give dway hall the pame.
The Cubins seemr th B oy ipe towarl

widels of organizacion —fragile as tes
are — that besin to enact their vilie:
and srill ger the job done. The process |-
only just besun amd encounters ob=talles.
but it is valued and emphasized
highest and the lowest devels. |t
tions are raized: people ledarn o he s
appointed if institutinns become detenod
and unresponsives (Fhe most popelas L
ban film lhis Been TOIE DL XTI O %
BLUREALICRAT,)

We conld hesmy, 18 Secins: Lo b

serutimziiw (he apecations of suiie ol aur
own movement affices.

LESSON #3: The productive process (=
perhups not alitumatically opague o work-
ers and people In cenerdl. Infactories and
Stage. enterprises,
chasen by the assembled workers for
tralning as mupdeers, Subseguently re-
Intions are samerimes  estranceds Culba
18 yet edevise vitul mechanisms tomain-
tain responsihility.) Special nighe schaols
for workers and peuasunts teach the re-
lations betwecen one particular joby and
the Ffactary.
industry, between die Indbstey did the
Cuban economy. between the Cubun ecv-
nomy and the economy of the world. (I
dasked o Pacry administoutor in oné of
these schools whether he used specches
of Fidel antd Che in teaching this lasr
subject. “‘Generdlly nor,” hé said. ¢'We
use UINESCO muterials.” ) Techiival il
engineerineg students divide their time
hetwesn school and the factories, where
they 'work alongside ordinury workers dnd
offer technical assistance for innovations.
Gradually an entire population Is taught
to fewl competent with technigue,

Cledrly all this is pussible luruely be-
cause of the primitive stare of the eco-
nomy — the complex Western division of
labor hus ner had time to develop — and
because of the communal spirit of work:
moest people WANT 10 Epow, technledl
edijcutivn is emphusized, they huve aréa-
son for efficiency . 1ot how largelyv ! Rudi-
cals: should pot flinch aml autvmatically
GRANT thuat the overdevelopeid economy
denies us these possibilities,

LESSUN j4s Our closest brathers and
sisters are ot the' only anes wha have
rup the risk of urcnine ont, The Cuban
movement went through such u phase,
when much work seemed lopeless, rewri-
bution wis duily, and the process of huild-
ing the movement was impossible o meus-
ure: from the tine of the agtack on Mon-
cadi Barrucks (July 1953) to the Lending
of the GRANMA December 1956, Despiir
was rather quickly .cut short by deliver-
iee, the seore of deliverince we had ber-
ter not count on. (Later, just Jfter the

SOIme  workers ure

Letween the fuctory aml the

triumiph i 1959, many veterdans of the
26th-of-JUly Movement suffered the pariu-
lysis and collapse which follow on over-
work and unexpected victory.)

The Cubans even used the same terms:
QUEMARSE, literally ‘‘to burn oneself.”’
Again, the conditions are dramatically dif-
ferent for s, but it myight help to know
that we are not the first movement inhis-
tory to have felt the very personal puins
of treadwill and uncertainty,

[LESSON #5: Rewplution has a history,
Men have spread the feeling of the need,
damel. Hinits of its program. without having
te believe that revolution would come to-
rorrow, andin so doing they have raised
and cledared fhe siches of comman peaple,
even In times of the must shetinken pos-
sifrlities.

Ulits year. one of the cotnman hill-
Boards i Hivama reads ©1868-1968: 100
YEARS OF STRUCOGLE, " 'This is o o1
rhetoric. Tlie Ten Yedr War for Indepen-
donee e in 1863, under the leadership
of the blick Antotly Nueey, Dedsuits
and townspeople atracked the Spanish pap-
rison of fowh  in Qristte
gradidanally the most reyolutionary pro-
vinee ), The Spunish retreated from the city
amd - regronpeds and the rebels knew they
wottleh honve to abandon thede conaqiest. Ra-
ther than retien Bt to Spanigh lunds, they
burned it to the araund

I lsippetical o) pass throuzh Basamo on

[hayumm, a

the cuptimiey night of che Tueaing (Jun-
uary 125 Now o eity of 800000, diid
Lirgest gndiciente. Hayamo s visilily two
hilre] yéars peger, fess huaked and fded
thaen ceinperable cites, Tens wlthousands

of people feom miles aronnd watheredihae

mizbie m o thee Maza Jela Revoducion 0 was

toll it had B krgwn by thal mare oy en

hefore 1BS) Ar the oxact wie Dee
Craviers wore ser oft from the oo lians
SV e IMiEre Pessaiits rodle

ARl T <ot erastdisimns (adehetes
Ve sl pesseant esoluiionary  somny
s lavest fram

W= M = ]‘u]ll;: QLSO Wer egs

lowdspesiker . aml tha

e T 0 D e evam et g idrendines
et e cetehearton sas O alonrs g
CULM DEIbRe pevaelutiomiey Hstory lold been

=01 I!'IIU[‘U".._I[{:, A=l gy celoeanion ohic
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évent had Decome part of a comingn
heritage, passed on along the chainof sen-
erations.

It is painfully clear that America is not
blessed with the kind of cuntinuous revo-
lutionary history which many Cubans
possess as their own, and possesseil long
before the revolution. Radicul historiins
are helping us invent our histery, but for
now that histery usually sesms to come
from outside purselves. No only do the
schools cheuat us. not ouly is America
imponderably huge, but too many Ameri-
cians have learned to Jdeny their history,
needing o believe thut they stand some-
how ontside the past. Radicals are seen
AS upstarts, new arrivals. (ow many
Cliicapodns  would uttend afl anniversary
remembrance of the [laymarket Riot T How
mainy in Pieesbursh huve evan heard of the
Homestead Strike?, Histary somaloy
stoppet as America ascendid o world
power. This Mnericiissofriglicfully mod-
ern i SnmeEtimes seems nip W juve a past
at all; Dlacks: and Mexican=\inericuins
show usiifferently, bot veyeuristichistory
i5 1o history at all,

(e awn celebrations are ot ertounly, and
they are beside my point, Nor will it help

to bemoun the sad and stibborn ienorance

of the Amerloans, sudand stubhornas i |s.
Ihe: simple and ehwigus but striking paint
thout the Cluban revolution is that {15 can-
tinuous history AL TO G NADE, over
and over dand overs gelin. The Vietngpiese
eevodution in its present phagse may be
dated froth the founding of the Indaehi-
nese Coritnuidst Turty In 1930, Years Gf
work inrhese SN AL L coantries were newd=

i, -l Hewhive conditlons aside. o :-:}hii‘]);:'n il

Li

(roplur capseinlisness wich could stustain
A eehel Ay or o Nationdl Tiberotion
Front. or any other oreanization form for
that patter. The enemy estrmuthe relied on
tonuke oup Nistory aid spread oueiler—
natives, and weare notsumply crestures of
events.,

I il Dies sopued thoar W Jave o cline.
Troe enouche the pespoansialivy for spik-

Pt e istuty, s evers iy b

ol QLIS tline 1 goursene I, -
st Jimd owavs sl Tivine  aeoeney  within

[P perg e, [l 1enge \\.‘il||||] M2y e

LFTERATE?
COMPOSED?
GOOD LOOKING?
ACCURATE?

15 Latayerte Street

| enclase

Name. .. ..o

Address, .. e

Can AnUnderground Newspaper be

COOLY
WARM?

. FIND QUT —
SUBSCRIBLE!!
(Edited !"_\' Rabert Novick and Marvin Garson)
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SEALE ON BLACK LIBERATION

to defend his home. It was necessary to
bring to Black people the understanding
that they were going to have to stand
in defense of rights of community, of the
children, of your mothers, of our young,
we have to defend ourselves starting with
point number seven, because we don’t end
self-defense there. Because Huey says we
still have to defend ourselves against the
gross unemployment we're subjected to,
against the indecent housing we're sub-
jected to, against the indecent education
we receive, against the way Black men
are jacked off into military service after
he fought in the Civil War (150,000); in
World War 1 (350,000), World War II
(850,000) and all the way down to the
Korean conflict and now we got this jive
Vietnam war and sending our Black
brothers off to war at 90 miles an hour
and we say uh, uh, They’'ve been promising
us things all these years and we say No.
That's a very, very important point.
Every Black man in his house should
be against the War in Vietnam. He's
got to be.

Huey brought it down to a practical
level., When Huey organized his brothers,
e didn’t just run them out into the
street with a zero understanding. Huey
sat those brothers down and told them 12
basic points of law and how to exercise
constitutional rights. Huey sat those
brothers down and talked to them. Huey

taught those brothers that it wasn’t a gun

that was dangerouis; it’s the personbehind
it that's dangerous. Very important. Huey
taught the brothers the safety of those
weapons, You haven't heard of one Black
Panther shooting another Black Panther.
But for information - in one appearance
in court, Charles Garry, the lawyer, he
saidy that one cop down there shot the
other cop where Huey was.

Now look, The Black Panther Party for
Self Defense is arevolutionary party.
Revolution means that you got to get down
to the nitty gritty and change the situation
that we’re in but don’t miss any nits or
any grits. That's very, vfry important.

More Than Cops

We're also struggling to show you that
it wasn’t only the cops, that it has to do
with many other things - like a street
lifht at Market and 55th St. Three kids
coming from Washington had been killed
two years prior. We got us a poverty
program to get a street light out here
and if you don’t put a street light out
here, the Panthers are going to get
right out there and we’re going to direct
traffic, and we tie up traffic, thentraffic’s
just going to get tied up, Our kids aren’t
going to get killed, We shot a petition in,
in conjunction with the members of the
area there to the city council and they
said some back talk about, oh we can’t
put one up until late 1968. We said, no,

Pk k * k *k k k Kk % Kk

Name.

i : —

I* Address - *!
I city. : |
: X State /R *i
P( BOOKiS“ FEI:l[g)IM I:MNN ,‘_=

IS

P‘ _HO-CHI-MINH'S PRISON B
[%  DIARY 75 ol

__BIOGRAPHY OF HO-CHI-MINH .50 |

Ly = HO.CHI-MINH: AGAINSTUS. ]
|, AGGRESSION 50 I
% GEN.VONGUYEN GIAP: ONCE |
X AGAIN WE WILL WIN 50 4l
| INITIAL FAILURE OF U.S. |
le  “LIMITED WAR” 50 |
I __US. BIGGEST OPERATION

%  FOILED !

25
|~ — ONSOCIALIST REVOLUTION '
P& INVIET NAM, 2 vols.  1.50 I
I, VIETNAMESE STUDIES: !
P SOUTH VIETNAM 1.00 *1
e VIETNAMESE WOMEN  1.00 x|
| FAILURE OF SPECIAL

1.00
PE FUNDAMENTAL *I
Ix. PROBLEMS 1.00 %)
SUBSCRIPTIONS i
P VIETNAM COURIER, Al
26 weeks 5,00
PE VIETNAM (lustr) *{
ly 12 months 500 |

Indicate quantity desired al left of *'
fitle & send payment with order to |

% CHINA BOOKS & PERIODICALS *}

| U.5. Gov'i. Licensed Importer

x b & Distribivtar *I
2929-24Wh 81, San Francisco 94110 |

I* (In California, *l
add 5% sales tax an books) *|

* FREE CATALOGUE ON REQUEST ™|
e S o e e il o

we're going to have to change the situa-
tion now, we’re going to put a street light
up early 1968; now they don’t like the
Panthers messing with them nohow,

About Racism

When the Man walks up and says that
we're anti-white, 1 scratch my head and
I say listen, anti-white, what do you
mean by that? He says why I mean you
hate white people. I say, me? hate a white
person? I say wait a minute man, let’s
have a look at this. That’s your game,
That's the Ku Klux Klan's game. I say
that is the Ku Klux Klan’'s game to hate
me, and murder me because of the color
of my skin. I say I wouldn’t murder a per-
son or brutalize him because of the color
of his skin; I say yeah, we hate something
all right. We hate the oppression that we
live in. We hate cops beating black people
over the heads and murdering us. That’s
what we hate. So if you got enough energy
to get down and hate a white person just
because of the color of his skin, you're
wasting a lot of energy and you better
take that same energy and put it into
motion out there, because you know that
those oppressors mean business,

Black people, we are organizing toSTOP
racism, you dig it? When you stopracism,
you stop brutality to murder black peuple
by the racist occupying armyin our Black
community — that's what we're going to
stop: what's being done to us. You dig it?
Can you dig the white power structure —
‘that racist police force — and howthey’ve
escalated the situation? That before Watts
there were 1,300 cops, now there’s 6,000
cops patrolling -Black people; that in Qak-
land they had 350 cops justthree anda half
years ago and now they’ve got a thousand
cops patrolling Black people. San Fran-
cisco’s doubled its police force and every
area of every major metropolis where

Black people live all across this country,
they’ve doubled, trippled and quadrupled
their police force, equipped them with

tanks, and all that —uh-uh, we gotto stop

it brother, let's get together and unify.

Survival

Brother Huey was concerned about the
nature of the survival of Black people.
That’s why tonizht and your standing sup-
port we are all going to be concerned about
him. I saw a picture in the paper where
one sister had a sign which said ‘“Come
see about Huey.” And so every court
date I want everybody in this house to
come see about Huey at that courthouse
and bring our friends to free Hueyl

We got to learn to speak to what happens
out there, When we go to the court, where
this brother got busted, you walk up to the
rnunicipal court, and I know a lot of young
guys there, walk up in that court, do you
know what you see in that court — 90%
black people and the other ones who ain’t
black are poor whites and our Mexican
brothers. Do they stop people in Pied-
mont brutalizing and intimidating them?

We must begin to neutralize their
police force. In fact, we're ina position
then to demand that they withdraw from
our communities because they occupy our
community just like a foreign troop oceupy-
ing a territory. Very important to under-
stand. This is a political speech for
Brother Huey. And see how basic it is?
It's not hard to understand at all. Every

" time the power structure makesd political

decision upon any group of people, if the
people disagree with the political decision
that the power structure has made upon
them, then the power structure gets guns,
and force, and billy clubs, starts doubling
and tripling the police force; and thatis all

A LETTER FROM RAP BROWN

Parrish Prison
New Orleans, La.
February 21, 1968

Beirig a man is the continuing battle of one’s life; one loses a bit of manhood
with every stale compromise to the authority of any power in which one does not be-

lieve.

No slave should die a natural death. There is a point where caution ends and

cowardice begins.

For every day I am imprisoned 1 will refuse both food and water. My hunger is
for the liberation of my people. My thirst is for the ending of oppression.
- I am a political prisoner, jailed for my beliefs —that black people must be’
free. The government has taken a position true to its fascist nature: those who

cannot convert,
mankind.

they must silence. This government has become the enemy of

This car no longer alter our path to freedom. For our people, death has been the
only known exit from slavery and oppression. We must open others,
+ Our will to live must no longer supersede our will to fight, for our fighting will
determine if our race shall live. To desire freedom is not enough,

We must move from resistance to aggression, from revolt to revolution,

For every Orangeburg, there must be ten Detroits, For every Max Stanford and
Huey Newton, there must be ten dead racist cops. And for every black death,

there must be Dien Bien Phu,

Brothers and Sisters, and all oppressed people, we must prepare ourselves both
mentally and physically, for the major confrontation is yet to come. We m st fight,
It is the people who in the final analysis make and determine history, not leaders
or systems, The law which govern us must be made by us.

May the deaths of 68 signal the beginning of the end of this country. I do what I
must out of the love for my people. My will is to fight. Resistance is not enough:

aggression is the order of the day,

NOTE TO AMERICA:

If it takes my death to organize my people to revolt against you and to organize your
jails to revolt against you, and to organize your troops to revolt against you, and to
organize your children, your God, your poor, your country, and to organize man-
kind to rejoice in your destruction and ruin, then here is my life, BUT, MY SOUL

BELONGS TO MY PEOPLEI!

LASIME TUSHINDE MBILASHAKA! (Translated from Swahilis)

WE SHALL CONQUER
WITHOUT A DOUBT

GRAD STUDENT PROGRAM
AT SASKATCHEWAN

e

If you are going to be a graduate student
and want to work on movement problems
concerned with communication, you may
be interested in the ... very fluid ... grad-
nate program in communications at the
University of Saskatchewan, Regina, Sas-
lkatchewan, Canada, If so, drop a line for
details to Bill Livant, Division of Social
Sciences at the University.

BREAK OUT & DO IT NOW

a speech by Mike James, JOIN Com-
munity  Union, given at the Chicago
Coliseum, Spring ‘606, Now in pamphlet
— 10¢. Write THE MOVEMENT. Good
stuff1
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to make you accept those political de-
cisions made when you try to disagree.

Power

The Vietnamese have had political de-
cisions made in their country and they’ve
disagreed with them. So they saidno, we’re
going to defend ourselves right here on our
own land and we want you to withdraw from
our land. Now, we can parallel the situa-
tion when we see all these racist cops
in our community the way they are. But
remember, that’s only point seven of the
program. But here is the key to deter-
mine to deal with what real power is.
Power starts here. When people start
saying that green power is where it's
at, let me hip you to something that
brother Huey P. Newton knew. He said
that during the Civil War there was the
North and there was the South., The North
had yankee money — green power, sup-
posedly — and the South had Confederate
money - green power — supposedly.
He said, but when the North out numher-
ed the South, and the North had all the
guns, they said ‘‘your money ain’t no more
good, You don't even have no more money.
So I'm saying, that the money is just the
tool by which you manipulate the power.
That's all.

The real power is manifested in the
police forces, the National Guardsmen,
the racists who come down and occupy
Black people inthe commiunity, to maintain
their presence and to try to make us
dupes. That we in our home, and I'm
saying every black perseon in this house,
every last one of you, put & shotgun in
your home. Put a shotgun in your hore.
Yes sir, we must begin to deal with poli-
tics that way.

Politics

Because Huey also says that politics is
war without bloodshed. But war is poli-
tics with bloodshed, Let’s get down to a
little nitty-gritty here and see what is
happening here. You have two kinds of
contradictions: Antagonistic contradic-
tions, where there's fighting and where
there’s bloodshed, and you have non-
antagonistic contradictions where there’s
arguing and debate. Now I'm pretty sure
that Black people would prefer to have
non-antagonastic contradictions. B u t
what’s happened here? When the Man es-
calates his police forces and doubles and
triples them, and murders Black people
in the community, and shooting them down,
that isn’t non-antagonistic. That’s very
upon us., This is very, very important to
understand where the politics lie. We de-
sire, by defending ourselves and our com- -
munity, by every man having a shotgun
in his home, we desire non-antagonistic
contradictions. But we must defend our-
selves., We must organize; we must respect
the kind of fashion that it's the man be-
hind the gun who’s dangerous, and there
are thousands and thousands of cops in
this country who are very, very danger-
ous for the Black community., So let’s
come to the surface and think. Let's come
up to the sense of the whole situation.

Black people in this country, war has
been made upon you. Black people don’t sit
down and say, ‘‘Oh, nothing’s going to
happen,’” Don’t sit down and let a spon-
taneous riot happen in the streets, where
we get corralledand a lot of us shot up
unorganized and spontaneous. Black peo-
ple, organize. And, Black leaders ., . .
you got them up here. I want to try to
contribute to the leadership. I was forced
out here and it’s necessary for metodo it
and I'm going to do my job. I'm saying
that Black leadership’s here and let the
political power structure know where it’s
at and the changes that we want and that
if it doesn’t happen, then YOU will cause
the political consequences in anorganized
fashion. The Man doesn’t have us out-
numbered, he has us outorganized. Come
on now,

Now, let’s go back to our brother Huey,
Concerning the situation, allright brothers
and sisters, I want to say this here] Free
Huey, Black power, Black power, you are
the power, the Black power to free Huey.
S0 let's stand together, let's free Huey.
I wint to thank you., e
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August 1964 marked the end of an era,
It happened at the Democratic Convention
at Atlantic City when the Mississippi
Freedom Democratic Party challenged
the Mississippi Democratic Party dele-
gation and was rebuffed. It was then that
the civil rights movement died. All who

participated in the MFDP challenge and-

watched Reuther, Humphrey and the rest
of the liberal establishment maneuver to
get the MFDP to accept a compromise
knew that the last door for a non-violent,
legal redress of grievances had been
closed. ‘

August 1968 marks the end of another
era, In the four years between the Augusts,
the nation has been an uprising —from the
ghetto, from the campuses, from the
labor rank-and-file who have involved the
-nation in one crippling strike after another.
The Democratic Convention this year will
be the scene for a major confrontation
around the issue of Vietnam. Just what
form the confrontation will take and what
the outcome of it will be are still matters
of conjecture.

There is always a heightened interest
in politics during an election year, Twice
a decade Americans are given the oppor-
tunity to express their wishes about how
this country is run. Eisenhower was voted
into office on the slogan that ‘‘It’s Time
for a Change.’’ Kennedy offered*‘The New
Frontier'’ as an alternative to Eisen-
hower’s ‘‘change,’”’ and Johnson offered
to take us beyond the new frontiers into
‘*The Great Society.”’

What we are being offered this time are
not slogans, but the cries of desperate
men. Nixon and Romney (until his with-
drawal from the race) paint pictures of

impending doom, both from within and
without. Romney offered the good old
American home remedy of prayer as the
solution, Nixon offers Nixon. Then there
is George Wallace, whom no one should
regard lightly. He offerssome good,down-
home Alabama-style American fascism
to take care of hlacks, intellectuals,
‘‘peaceniks,”’ and ‘‘hippies.’’ And he just
might get the chance, On the Democratic

side, Johnson is assured of the nomina-.

tion. The only challenge to him comes from
Eugene McCarthy, who is running for the
nomination on his opposition to the Viet-
nam war.

Peace Movement & McCarthy

For many involved in the peace move-
ment, McCarthy’s opposition to the war
is enough for them to actively support
him. Even long-time political radicals,
who should know better, are supporting
McCarthy, The interest that the peace
movement is taking in McCarthy tells us
more about the peace movement than it
does about McCarthy, for whom little
positive can be said. Because his can-
didacy has stirred such interest, it is
indicative of the fact that the peace move-
ment, with its bourgeois and student com-
position, would rather follow any illusory
hope rather than face the reality that a
system capable of waging a war in Viet-
nam is incapable of reforming itself, If
one were paranoid enough, he might think
that McCarthy's candidacy was a deliber-
ate maneuver calculated to subvert a
good section of the peace movement, for
that is the main effect of his seeking the
nomination.

Even if one feels that any significant
change can come through involvement in
electoral politics, McCarthy is hardly an
alternative to Johnson. His only virtue
is his opposition to the war. When one con-
siders the fact that to be opposed to the
war is merely an indication of a modicum
of common sense (and how common sense
shines like hercism when everyone else
is insane), then the interest in McCarthy
seems out of proportion to what the man has
to offer, He is a conservative Demo~
crat (i.e., a liberal Republican turned
upside down) whose voting record in the
Senate is consistent with representing
the State of Minnesota, a mid-western
agricultural state,

The interest in McCarthy is a reflec-
tion of the desperation and frustration
that many feel at this critical time.
There have been countless demonstra-
tions; therevenue of The New York Times
has increased many-fold from the ads
placed in it stating opposition to the war;
many are coming down with a skin ail-
ment known ‘as picket -sign-itis. Yet,
each large demonstration is countered
with more troops going to Vietnam and
the conflict being intensified., Although
the demonstrations have been good for
those who have participated in them,
their effect on U.S, policy has been nil.
Thus, people are frustrated, demoralized
and dissatisfied. Out of despair they are
attracted to Senator -McCarthy, a man
who has not even advocated a position on
Vietnam, i.e.immediate withdrawal, grad-
ual withdrawal, etc. He’s just a man who
doesn’t like the war,

Short Memory

The peace movement is not only suffer-
ing from frustration, but from a short
memory. In the early sixties, there was

much excitement over 4 Harvard profes-
sor, H. Stuart Hughes, one of the first of
the intellectual community to be opposedto
the war. He ran for office, with peace
movement support, lost and disappeared.
The war went on. Then Senator Wayne
Morse became the hero. Althoughhe didn’t
run for President, the peace movement
tried to make him its leader and failed.
For a brief few months another professor,
the University of Chicago’s Hans Mor-
genthau was the hero with his appearances
at teach-ins opposing the war. He, too,.
disappeared and the war went on. Some-
where in between all that, Staughton Lynd
assumed a leadership position of sorts,
but he too faded and the war went on.
Then came Dr. Spock, who has asked the
courts for permission to retire to his
yacht in the Caribbean, until his trial.
Now along comes Senator McCarthy and
hopes rise once more.

If the peace movement had any other
clear position except that it doesn’t like the
war in Vietnam, the McCarthy candidacy
would stir no interest. Because the peace
movement is divided over the effectiveness
of electoral politics, because its position
against the war is one of vague morality,
it is in the dangerous position of having
its energy and limited resources drained
by McCarthy. The McCarthy campaign
symbolizes a dead-end street that has
been gone down many times in the past
four years. It should be clear by now that
there is no redress of grievances through
the democratic political process. This
was made evident at the 1964 Democratic
Convention. Yet a large number of good.
and well-meaning people cling to the dream
that justice will come to America from a
news conference on the steps of the White
House. It is a dream that if indulgedin any
longer will become fatal for the dreamer.

Julius Lester
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shot in the back, Forty to fifty moré stu-
dents were wounded, an unknown num- NAACP Boycott

SLAUGHTER IN
SOUTH CAROLINA

ORANGEBURG, S,C, - Eight years ago Chuck McDew, SNCC’s second chairman, led
student demonstrations to desegregate public accommodations in Qrangeburg. The dem-
onstrators were herded into a compound outside the city jail and hosed. Times have
changed, a little. Last month students attempted to desegregate a bowling alley in
Orangeburg. They were fired on by the National Guard, three young black men were
killed, ten hospitalized with bullet wounds, and 30 jailed. Cleveland Sellers, a SNCC
staff member who lives in Orangeburg is being held on $20,000 bail on a trumped-up

charge of inciting to riot.

The mass media have attempted to paint a picture of necessary force used against
a riot, That’s their new thing when black folks are shot. In fact, the shooting was an
unprovoked massacre of an unarmed protest rally,

Bowling Alley

The trouble began on February 5 when
students from South Carolina State College
weré turned away from an all-white bowl-
ing alley they were attempting to deseg-
regate, When they returned to the bowling
alley the next day 20 students were arrest-
ed. Word circulated on campus and 600
students went to the shopping center
where the bowling alley is located, de-
manding that those arrested be released,
About 150 cops were called to the scene.
The jailed demonstrators were released,
but as the rally broke up cops started to
beat a number of women. The crowd re-
sponded by smashiag windows of white
owned stores, Twenty were hospitalized.

On February 7 city and state police
surrounded the schools and invaded the
campuses. Several students were beaten
by cops. That evening local whites drove
‘through the campus shooting. In town,
whites attacked black owned stores. Gov-
ernor Robert McNair used a fire in the
black section of the city as a pretext to
alert the National Guard. On the 8th, the
morning of the massacre, state troopers
cordoned off Orangeburg; all incoming
traffic was rerouted around the town.
Agents of the South Carolina Law En-
forcement Division (SCLED), a semi-sec-
ret intelligence force of the state police,
poured into town and onto the campus. Six
SCLED cars were parked in front of
Cleveland Sellers’ home, From the begin-
ning of the trouble newsmen had focused
on Sellers —who was recently sentenced
to five years in prison for refusing in-
duction — setting him up as the *‘agitator’’
responsible. Sellers decided it was un-
safe to remain in his house alone, so he
went to the campus where a series of
meetings was being held by the students.

Bonfire Massacre

On Thursday night arally was held on the
campus, and a bonfire was lit, When they
saw the fire, the 200 Guardsmen and 100
state and city cops poisedaround the cam-
pus moved in. They opened fire on the
crowd, which was unarmed, and murdered
three students. Two of the dead were

ber beaten. Most of the wounded had to
find rides out of town to be treated —
the local hospital refused.

The three dead are Sam Hammon, 18,
killed outright by a blast of gunfire;
Delano Middleton, 17, who died an hour
after he was wounded while trying to shield
a friend; and Henry Smith, 18, who was
shot and then beaten,

Sellers was wounded in the arm. He was
arrested in the school infirmary where he
had gone for treatment and charged with
inciting to riot and assaulting an officer.
His bail, originally set at $50,000 dollars
was lowered to $20,000, still too high to
get "him out. (The desperately needed
money for Sellers and the other students
in jail may be sent to Cleve Sellers De-
fense Fund, 360 Nelson St. S.W., Atlanta,
Georgia 30313),

Guardsmen continuée to control Orange-
burg. In a message from jail, Sellers urged
black student groups to send some message
of support to their fellow students, since
they have heen completely isolated and are
left alone to dealwith the police of Orange~
burg and the state and the National Guard.

The NAACP has organized -a boycott of
white businesses in Orangeburg, Though it
has been generally successful, the Afro-
American News Service reports that
NAACP mass meetings have been disrupt-
ed by black people and that much of the
black community feels the organization’s
demands are not far-reaching enough and
that its tactics do not match the communi~
ty's anger and militancy.

Demonstrations in support of the
Orangeburg students have been held at
more than 20 black colleges and included
an uprising in Durham, N.C. where stu~
dents threw bricks and trash cansthrough
downtown windows after police opened
fire on their demonstration.

Orangeburg is only the latestinaseries
of police attacks on black college communi-
ties, In the spring of 1967 cops invaded
Texas Southern, fired into dormitories,
arrested 280 students then charged five
students with murdering a policeman who
had been hit by a ricochering bullet. (Their
trials started this week.) Central State,
Howard, and the reign of tertor in Nash-

ville last’ month are other examples,
-
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