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CUrtP~NT STATUS OF ~ISSISSIPPI LEGISLATION~ 
as of May 13~ 4964 

I 

Note~ il'li'orl""1'l8,:cion abou.1c tihese legislati-..re proposals ha.s come 
maj.nly .from Y.dssissippi ne~,rspapel"1 clippings o Please note stage 
of.development g Not all~ by any means~ have passed both Hpuso 
and Senate or }lississippi Legislature" 

· ~o SO-CALLED I?ANTI-INVASION II 

House Bill 870 introduced':b J.Vl!"o J-ones of Sunflower . Coun-:;y 
lSeno Eastland? s home COU11.t ) CI 

An act; -GO prohibit entry into th.e state i'OJ .. " the purpose of 
commi 'cting acts in wil~ful viole:cion of' the la-vJ'S of.' -this 
state" Makes it illegal to IIhave pm"pos6 9 aim or objective 

. any change by force 1) vi olence!J 01'" "t·Jillful vi ola tion of any . 
of the la~ of the State 10f MississippL~ooil I 

Penalt1.= ~plOOO and/or 2 years 

Disposition: introduced May 6~ not passed in either House 
or ' Senateo 

20 1'UISANCE PHONE CALLS 
." 

PeY-sons making Pl"1oi'a..'Yle or' a.bscene telephone calls in 1118S0.4 
issippi OJ? into Mississippi will be subjec'c ·~c $500 f'L1e <:,:nd 
6 months in jail~ OJ;> t't-l0 yeal"s il'l peni'centiary III Chs.ir-'rr.e:;.u oJ."" 
Judiciary Commi·ttiee McClella:o'J. said bill was dl· ... 9.irT.Cl at :"ec~u.Gst 
of l7ou·cstia.1'ldingU circui-c judges in stat;e" IvIcCleJ.lcu1. s2.id 
most ' of the obscene calls made to whi·te 'Vyomen o Telepho:''l8 
companies which cooperate in apprehending violatol"s vlouJ.d 
be immune to prosecution. (Jackson Clar'ion-Ledger', 5-5-64.) 

Penalty: $500 fine and 6 morl'chs~ 01"> two (2) yea~s in pen 

DisposiJGiol"l: pa·s.sed UI."'lanimously by House" goes ' to Senate Q 

' . 

. 3. STERILIZATION OF FELONS 

Bill intl'1oduced by same I'Ji-' o Jones of Su..'r1f'lmv0l";) c2.11s · 1"0:''': 
• W\' .. _- t· !\, "!Ifi.l- 1 .. 1 ... ..... -

ser:v.8..i S·ij01"1..J.:lZa l.on 01 a.aol. vua Cl"lTuna..;..s ~ any 1)er'80 ... 1. 
ccnvictedof three· (3) felonies in H,?-ny: court of the s t;e.'ii0 
or: Ydssissippi 01.'" of' the Unit(~d States or b.'1.y otihe::e sta~ceQn 

. Convict or relative t-.rould haVE~ 30 , days ::;0 appeal o 
'./vt _? /,_-:.: C7'.i.. . J . ~,~ . ....,~, .::...r:,.. --.,,. ~.:.: . ..:. 



.' .";jI.; ,: ;., c;'J,i", \. ~ 

~:t i·' r.'~"J ::~ e'"]:' ~i~: ~f;.t:i:i~r"!q: ~~i> 

~ ... PENALTIES FOR PABENTS OF ILLfGITINATE CH:r;1DRE::-';:'(f: ... ~.oi?·i/:: :,.; ,).;; 

'¥ ·>;· z:?f·i' ~~rl':' · ·. ·~ !-!J! ··s-r-J, ' - e. , ..... r~· 1>":r ';"'~- ~1 SYr:\ r > -t -,_·~ .. -... ." ' ... :: ,:. r· • · ... /.·· ·-r ··'· . . J , . .... . ~ .. . ~~. • ", . _ ,,- ::- . . ... ,&'; '>\ .. 

... ;,r ' ''I'.l. ;::'.1~-e '~:::'.l;J. ~ "",vO ""mc.:}Jc~ :::. 'C c; <";r,:;':.:;::;.ny' 'cO: !r8.'\(·0 "'S 'C ,",,-: :::,0. ~ ; ., ... 'r " ' : . :'.:::~:~O 
child ii'l lus'sis sippi .? pu.l~.:r.1:hab:8 {;.yy ~"h6\~ }id'8·.J;-:~·E2..:.;·' (;:':8"" "'J"; 

j; -;:,;!d;~(~~·y.~~r I\*.~~.~t~,i! .. a ~~Q. B'fr:}~~·n .ftn¥~·r~r~. ~~ o~~ · ~:~.oP~ -:.: :~~;t,r.: .1"~~.1}l4 ~~. ;~.: .( ~~. ~r .\:' \.<~~.;:~~:; 0 
C!"b e ''''''''~ 'e·''''- con·-··; ct-; C'" ;"''''n':'' ·...,r.-hl e h ,r no'" "l.e"'s"·';~ ~'\-· · ··" · : · : .... ,:-- ~ .. to:: ) 

.' 

. ~' .. . 

uv;.. U_ .... .;.iw4 ... _v v_ . . JJ.", .J~ - r .... C" .. ...., ---~i v 4.J O..J._'--__ v ... ... _ vV \_0' 

OJ.:" more than f'ive (S) years in s'cutie pe:n.i t0ll.t-iaryo Eu].tip1.o 
births counted ~.8 one r; l! Eri'),~vi O~'lal ~':'1 d p ss·chologica J. I i makeup 
of' c:f.:'~Jl'" .to b~ take .. -: in'ljo . ~·~ courJ.t Q Pare:1 t rl1ay SU.br..2~.·::; t c 
C':-e ...... -11·za·· 'h" . .., .-.:" ~ .. "' I .;; .. , ' ::.:: .l.9- ~::L 'GJ. on ra'C. eX' ·C0.·:;cn () ·c:> :; 2. :1..1." .P",::?P..!.J.0 S · 'co ::: 0:-i~2..l.e 'O:,~ 

male pa~"'0...'l'l'\:;\) 

--;: ' Ma.kes it . . a. felony tq . t.each in or conduc'c· a school or ipstrue ... 
tion . wJlich : has ·: not :.heen ,·lica:n$ad ·.by : . the· · s. ~ate ·~f . l"iissi zsippi'; 

Disposi ti9n ~ ,not . pa.sseq. in 6i thel:"" House or Senateo' 
.. ". ~,~" : " ... .. i.;:-":\ , '. 

ANS:·I~PICKETINq.· LAW . - .,House Bill 5L.-6 
. . . I . ~ . . , . ,.:: . 

p.,>(jhibt ~~ ~. [,;;(1~~'-Tt~';;:" ) ui'6 i<~'+:~; ·~ ;,.~. 6 ~; "~ ~ {i t ti\1b 1 ~: ·~~ l'~j~~i.l;· b:hi ;;· s > · : :; .';;'eo·"~s 
··~i"'· - ' . ,: ~ r;:: ., .. ~:. fr':"" ... t .r;-: :~· .~';'·'ir , ,~ .. . : ... ~:,: ....... l.hL":~' ~:\· ;" :' : r·,.-r:~:-... - {'. ~-t~7~""~ "-;;; '(~ .; ..... 0 . . ,:) ~. '-'- v 
"2.iid ' sidewalkif 'aiia. . 'ot;her'" -0·1 . ces"'oelongl'11'o;"to th,eoity ':· 'COll..1'l'ty. . . 

01") sta.fce. . . ... t;~i)L:::~~ . t:;!·(i ~f.CC'-:j:~t~ ,.,, ~ i::; ~i ' ' .' . 

., ~. ' : ' " 

law·o-' 

. ' , 

Senate' .Bill 2027 p3."'ohibi ·ts ttcriminal s;Jj.'ldic2.1ism~ u der.in~d·' .:!~ 
doctrine 01" precept "Vlhictl advoca'ces , tea'ches or aids and 
abets t he comrllission of c:i,"ime 0 0 .:.violence and force 00 oas a 
means of accompiishing or affecting ~r Change in agricUlt..,. 
ural o0-industrial ownersb.ip or controlo~~or in.a£fecting . 
any political or social ch~~ge or ror pro2it@ Al'ly person 
~v~"lO H adi7o· ca'-ces~. ins'~igatesD ' suggest's 9 :t.eaehes o 0 oetc o H' i~crimca 

!n~l s~dicali~m'? ~ 9~atter~'~'s to' .j~~~tif! it~~ is . guil~ty of 
..... Ielonyo -' : . "". _ .... ' . 

pena~~y'g~ . $200" ~' $1000 fine . 'a'n~/~r .·dl~e::::{~:) . t'~: ten {lOr years 
, 'd' . in state' pel'li"tentia~YQ . .. . ~: ., 

. '. ,. :: . '.,. ,' . ,. " , ' ' . ' . 
Xi' '\;\;;'.0 or' pOl .... e persons assemhle 0::'''" consort . fop : 'pu:rpos e~ lOt 
::.dvo::i&ting'SI encotiraging 3 etcQ t~ criminal " syndicalisillJ) f\: :they 

, , are guil~GYof atelony G 
'. . . .... . . 

. ,' . ; 

Penal ty: $200 :.a $1000 1'i1'1e' a.~/o~'" o:''le (1) ' to t;sn. CiO) ysru;-o 
instate .. penitentia~"y .;) . . :: 

.. ;'/: )~~~~i·p~·i~~-bd::· ~yj .~~~~:~.~:;) ~ ;i.f)~f~~f.~~::':.:#-7~~" ~3,~~{~ki~ ~ir ~Vl'l6~.:~P~,~~~~:~~:t~' ~:~ 
r,leeti:'lg ot t Ocl"';:'ill2.nal syna.l.calJ.~·cs~~ on.:p~;ymf;,~ ~~';;+-.~ .. , g;YL::" ':',;.jJ 
Of a ruisdemB&'::'l.O~-vQ· " . 

. ,~ .. k!; 'L~ ··tL .. ::" ~: ::: :.. ' .. ;. : :i.': 1.~~ ~~/\t· . i..; {:;'/:;'. . .."if :~"'1:. 7·: ·~.i· .~J. " :t.;:::.:~ " ;',~:.{\ -<:, i ~:' ).~. \-~ i'.~r' ~.:· .. t· - r)(;··:::: ~·!. <t ·_: !.~·~~·t·r~ :;:~~. '. . ;!. : .~. ,~~1 ~':;. :,~. 'l'~ ~ . 

. . .. Pena.l ty:' *100Q~)SOO i'il1.e . aii.d/o~· {;:O . :.d2.s·;s· :~~·.ci·;.e : yc·8.:-·:' ·:i.i.,;::')::,;;' ::", (.:,~-
_ ................. _..... • ~! . . ). ~' '' • . ; . 't> -:" \:.', . ,. ..... , ~ r .... . . . : , ... ,, - . ' j.~ , .01-

. . me~t Jon CO~"1.·lIy ,Je.l.J. .o . .. .. , 
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7~ FALSE COMPL~INTS TO FEDERAL XTEORITIES 

Sec:~ :~. o:'1S 2J...55-·4.~ 2J.55·A 5" 2,.' ~d 2155-6 of Jeb.a I'f5.s s is siPl):!. cri r.:ln­
;:: ~':/ ~_ 'JS 7". l :~l~e it j.lle[£Etl t Y:1 2.1ce fals e s tat~~~~I:G:-.:.·Cs ·C C; F8~orz~1 
-:-.. ·.··-'-.r'--.·' .: -.~ ""· s ,..'p .....••. <; ~)"'~ J' ... .1.~en··- 0"<> .Tuc. ':"~ "0' """':l.1.-- C,~,·· .. ~ "; ".\.Av ... ... v~~v..:-\J -- \.l""".c... •• · rh ..... $ JC:'l! ... V':',J ... V .!. 'J Q\"IJ,.v ~..I.J...) !) ...... v ...: .. ..:.. 
Rig:'1:cs Commission. _ .. S"b0U'~ 'C:18 c..eni0.1 of consr~itutiom:.l 
~"ights by the stato c " cOP t Ilissuo fa.lse sta·;;err.en"'V;) ::;.:C:r."ic.::.vi·~ 
or complail1.t U to :1"0 '13);'&1 a thori tics that the cO~'11plain2.:1.t 
1101"> othe:." perso~"):~ ha.ve be n er are about 'i;o ce Q.6y:::·ivcc. o f: 
consti-cutiol'J.al l:'ights C:~DO to make such a ccmplo.il-:·;;; 1i!.Ji-ch 
intent to deceive Ol" Cal se an inves'~iga:t;ion\j I~ 

Senate Bill :..54.5 ma.i1:es it u:'1lau:rul :tOl"> D..."'1Y persons ·~o Hil'1= 
fully or maliciously pl"'int; and circulate 1i teratur-e calling 
co ..... db" • n •• •. <> • " ..... i.O"!! vra e 0YC01j·GSa ~oee l.mpal.r or> :w.1.'Gel'>Iere t-.'l. ·en. anovne:!' 
person exel"cising a la't-J'f'ul trade O~ calling 0 n 

Penal .. ty:: ma; .. dnrW:ll fine (p5 00 ~l:'ld/ or no raOl"'a thr.n s:l;;;: (6.) r.10~1.·c i"l8 
in county jail" 

9.. C lJRFEVl LAW 

Ei:c\zce Bil3. 6L!. authoI-izes municipal :7.. tjies to !.~es t;z"ai~'l IflO"'v"O'" 
men-cs of indi viduals or g:;."'oups ",she re la'V] end Ol."c,e::." is 
threatened.? and to se';; cUl"i'ei;',js" (Hemphis Commercia ... -AppealSl 
4 ... 19-6~l. ) 

Disposition: vn:':ttten into law,? 1961.~.Q 

Th,e ma.· .. dmUlll penalties Hhich a munici-oality c a:'1. assess f'J..8. V 6 
been increased by Senate Bill 1511 from $100 '(;0 $300 and from 
30 to 90 days in jail" In adclitio':1, municipalities have b een 
authorizsd to pool their resources of manpow0~~ equipm0n~~ ~1d 
mateJ:lials in preventing or aleviating riots or civil di::;·cu:-b\l.lO 
ances (Senate Bill 1526)Q 

FurtheJ."'more,? the Mississippi Senate on ApZ'il 229 2961;. author~ 
ized the governor to use the [,\..ighway patrol.\' 'toJhich Has 
increased from 275 to 475 rl1sn,!) to supp:.. .... ess '~mob vi olenc0,9 
intirl1idation and teI'J:lor 11 in racia.l disturbances, ·'(.Jhe ther> br. 
not the locaK government has requestedi~G 

There is als 'o a bill 'tvhich passed t;he SenaJG0 urum.imou,sly 
'tvhich would. penni t the state peni ·cen·cia;c'Y facilities to be 
used for mlli~icipal prisonerso 

Disposition: All the above are lm,Ys 3 the last; was voted on 
by-~tEe '1-f)~iat;e on May 4~ 196L!-;> and. needed. cmly -ch.egove~c·noJ,.'" v s 
sigruttureo . 
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110 HISCELL.ANEOUS SECTIONS OP' TR:E M1SSISSIl'PI Cf:IHINAL CODE 

~Q Seotio~ 2087-5 m~tes it illega · to congregate and reruce to 
disperse v:hen o:">dered -co do so by So lau en:rorcerllent~ ofi'icel'" o~ 
-Co make insulting remarks or use hysical acts to cause a dis .. 

, turbanceg 

,Penalties: m~~imlli~ rine $200 a~d/ r four months in jail, ~~th a 
maximum jail sentence of ten (10) years if anyone is killed or 
injured as a result of such dist ~bruLceso 

bo Section 2087-7 prohibits any p rson f:."Oi'i1 in'cerf'el"ing with t he 
customers or business operations f restaurants~ stores p hotel~$ 
a.nd movies. 

Penal ty~ rnaxirGUl'i'l tine $500 and/ UI' s~ months i~'t jail .. 

c. Section 2089-.5 deals with dist- "'bing t:he peace by loud 01, .... 

boisterous conduct or language g 

do Section 2292-5 prohibits' ohstr 
lm..rful arresto 

siz months in jailQ 

by force or threats of 

Penalty~ maximur,l fine of #500 2nd/t'1" six months in jailo 

eo Section 2296-5 forbids the wil ful obstruction o~ public street 
or restraining trafficQ 

Penal-ey; maximurll fine of $500 ill"ld O:i'" six months in jail" 

:to Sec-ci on 2296-6 prohibit;s inten;,; ' onal oestruction ,wI: public ' 
s~i:;reat;s,tl etco by vehiculaj;" traffic .. 

Penalt~~ rnru:imum fine $400 and/o~ ?our mcnths in jai10 

go Section 2L~09-5 mrutes it illegal to encourage any other person 
on the presmises ~f another when "fol"bidden19 to do so,;, 

Penalty; maxim1Lttl fine $500 and/ol" six months in jai l " 

.Note for concerned persons: some of the above lat-1S!) ioG o .? seC·C_OlW 
of the Mississippi criminal codes,1 a1"'0 not new la.1rJ's" Others listed 
in ttl.is brochure area In any case these latofs.? old and neH.? aT'e 
being revived aJld nowly passed for only one p'(;U'pose ~ to de 'cer and 
harass civil rights workers going to Mississippi for the COFO su~~er 
project" 

.. _ Ex~mplc:s.=' St-ate Seno John Powell of Liberty said Nay 5;1 196L~, in 
reI e::..">r:!..ng to the !yci,3P"T.LCe p~lOno call bill~ 1IThis bill {lPplies to 
thos 0 vlsi i.;c,:t>:3 Hhc rr.l.i.3,11 t "n0 coming into our s tate this s urmner ~ 11 
(Jackson Cl[;j,p5.o:::.-I:~d!'G~~ ' 5~5··64) ______ ~ ...... ___ i,.:; .... > _ 

. , 

GoliJ.J'lr..:J.~ t Cih:: .... ..LeJ No lUlls vr.ci ting in t he Jackson Clari 011~ 
Led~e1:', 5-5"··6:+ ~ 1\ e- c> ,>r..l ;~.i: , o~~ , ':; is P.. scourge of -chis state for 'legis­
J.:aS.-:,;'''8 action}:! in v,lh:;'c::-.:. oU!' l.~·w ... makers seek to pl .... cte ct agains-c 

.. outsi&e invaaion by equipping our police with adequate laws to 



Mississippi/5 

handle any emergency. II 

Jackson Daily NeHs) ,-20-64 11 headlined IlLEGISLATURE 
ARMING STATE FOR C. R" IN ASION. II The story reads,? in par '.:;: 
"The Mississippi Legislat re is quietly arming the state for 
an expected invasion by c viI rights demonstrators , this 
summer. II 

Memphis Commerci al A. pe al, 4-19-64, by Kenneth Toler 
f~om Jackson, headlineci~ TA~E READY TO DEAL WITH DEMONSTRAT-

. ,ORS." The story reads g in part: "Gov. Paul Johnson 's Highway 
Patrol-police power autho ity is not the only recourse to 
local authorities in hand ing an anticipated mass integration 
invasion and planned demo strations protesting I1ississippi 
segregation practices and policies ••• 11 

ADDENDA . (May 1$ ; 1964): 

aoThe bill which would make iti a t'elony to havs a second 
illegitimate child -- or submit to sterilization -- was 
modiried May 14 in Mississippi Senate debates. The Senate 
made the following revisions, passed the revised bil13 and 
sent it back to the House ror passage: 

1. The ' ster,iiizati in prOvision was elimina ted Q 

2. The penalty for the birth or a second illegitimate 
child was reduced from a felony to a misdemeanor. 

b I> The "criminal syndicalism" law was passed by the 
Senate and goes now before the House Q 


