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GUBERNATORIAL ELECTIOi•l I N ALARM·1A 

In t he May Primary Attorney Ryan Degraffenried won the run-off positior. 
His Opponent for the governorship of Alabama was Judge George C. Hall
ace. Judge Wallace won by sixty (60)thousand votes. Governor Elect 
Wallace is a segregationist. He promised to sit on the doorsteps of 
the Sohools to prevent integration. Degraffenried was practically un
known and is considered a moderate. vii th the elimination of forme r 
Governor Folson, it was general·ly conceded that the Negro vote Hould 1 
be cast for Attorney Degraffenried. This might have been· a factor that 
influenced the election. 

The campaign promises of Governpr elect Wallace spell out the wo:k f~~ 
freedom fighters for the next four years. TEE RISING TIDE OF \-IALLAG.L .:..I. 
MUST be turned back. The election of ~vallace so emboldened the Ala
bama. Klansmen they tried to take over in Georgia. Thanks for the s hift· 
ing tide, the Georgia troopers turned them back with bruised heads. 
Wallacism can only be turned back by a major break-t~ough in the area 
of school integration. 

INTEGRATION - THE C FruX OF THE STRUGGLE 

Today 1n Nontgomery as well as across the entire South desegrgation 
is far out in front of integration. The opposition lmow they have 
been beaten on the issue of desegregation. But they are far from 
giving up on the question of integration. Host desegrated are as are 
far from being integrated. The desegrated busses in Montgomery are not 
entirely integrated. The Montgomery Improvement Association r e cognize s 
t his as a number one challenge and has accepted it for the ye ar 1962. 
It is going to take wise pla~~ing 1 determina t i on and courage. 

At many points our people are being quietly but surely pushed back. 
For example , a Negro woman gets on the bus and takes the front se at. 
She is told by the bus driver (White) 1 

11 no niggers ride in the front 
of my bus 11

• A white passenger joins in calling her names. Being alone 
she gets off the bus rather than take tJ.1e back seat. A Negro ~) oy goes 
to the front door to get off (since he is closer to the front door) and 
no passengers were getting on. He was told by the bus driver (white ) 
"no niggers go out of the front door of my bus. 11 The boy did not move. 
The driver r eached for something but t he boy refused to move. Finally 
the d~iver realizing that the boy intended to go out of the door,opene d 
it. These e~~amples apply to only a f ew bus drivers. Neverthele ss , t hea 
are example s of t he old terroristic tactics t l~t have been used to pro
hibit integration in desegrated areas. They are removing it from open 
mob violence to restricted but stragetic areas. It is the movement 
where actual freedom can be defeated or at l east delayed. 

The other stragetio move that must be watched is a process by l<Thich 
t hey intend to remain out of courts. This is to keep in the background 
a public face of defeatism and keep in tact segregation laws. 

Those who remain in the deep south must have a clear sense of direction 
Those who are supporters outside of the deep south must understand tr~s· 
who are on the real fighting front Q.fid continue their support alt hough 
they ma.y not always see the courses taken. The MIA is constantly gear
ing itself for the tasks that lie ahead. It is going to take a day by 
day toiling, recruiting true, tried, and determined integrationists. It 
is going to require an intensified educationalpyogram in non-vi olent 
resistance. 

NEGRO BUS DRIVERS IN HONTGOl-1ERY 

The b.iring of Negro bus drive rs in Hont gomcry is a step forward in the 
area of job opportunities. This i s t he f i rst project attempted by the 
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Bus Driy~r~o~t inue d : Fe.go 2 .. 
Montgome r y I mpr ov ement Association ~inc ~ Doctor s Jvl~r~in L. , .. un3 ~ J:' ., 
a..""l.d RalPh D. Abernathy left a s Pres~don :. s. Under tne lr leacc r s_n? , , 
Hontgomc ry, a s well as many othe r CO.!l1.'11Uili tie s of such size in t he S ou t,1 , 
had b een move d to a point where REASON A:N'"D A.."B.GUHENT might, once :-.10re ' 
be tried . Hithout their leadershin the l e aders of the MIA had t o de .. 
cide in which area of the struggle. t :1ey could move with possible s uc
c e ss. They de cided to move in the are a of job opportunities. T~is 
t ook t hem back to on0 aspect of the issue of 1955 ... Negro bus dr iver s 

A commit t Ge on bus drivers was appointed Hith the Rev er end W. J . l'm..,rel 
Pa stor of t he Ol cl Ship AME Zion Church a s c hairman. The othe r mi n.iste r 
nnd memb ers t hat actually worke d on the committ <:J e a r9: Re v.H. ~ . Hub
bard, Pas tor, Bet hel Baptist Church, Rev. II. J. Palmer, Pastor of t h e 
Rockdale Da~tist Church, Rev. Mathew PGtway,Pastor of the Ebeneze r A. 
I-I .E. Zion Church, Rev. H. H. Eaton, Pastor of the Dexter Avenue Daptis· 
Church, Hrs. Erna A. Dungee, Secretary -Treasurer, MIA, Mrs. Bertha 
HcClnin and NI·s. Alice Hartin, Federated Club ~·Jomen, Mrs. Jolumie R. 
Carr, Board Ner.l~) er and an Insurance Sup c rvisor,and Mrs. Irene A. Hest, 
veteran civic worker and. boo.rd member of t ... 1e HIA. 

The committ e e petitioned the c us comp any directly. The petition \..;as 
basicly Christian in content. The strong point was based upon t h e 
f nct that ninety (90) per cent of t he bus riders are Negroes, and t here 
wc r0 ·no Negro drivers • . The Executive Dire ctor or the bus company , }~. 
FrankliL, Chicago, Illinois, took t he l e ad in s e tting the proj ect in 
motion. Todny there are two N0gro drivers. Thus far, there has been 
only one incident, a brick thrown at the bus. 

Until such time when the organization is thoroughly prepare d for a· 
major push in othe r areas, the NIA wll l be moving in the are a. of jo·.:; 
opportunitie s and voter-re gistration. Studies are be ing made of stores 
where Negroes spend lo.rge portions of their income, to.x support ed ason
cies, and special f ·3deral installations where Negroes do not \'l'or l~ . A 
break-throuch in any of these will not be easy as getting bus dr i v ers. 
But our people are regaining the ir fighting spirit. Success is uss tl.I' c d 
if leade::>s llip remains determine d and courageous. 

REVE::tSE FREEDOH RIDES . .• A HOAX 

Those who spons or the "reverse fredom rides" ar '3 among the f ew w~:o 
have not accept e d tho v e rdict of tho Civil War. Lee 's surrender to 
Grant at Appomattox Court House means nothing to them. T:1ey are still 
trying t o get n ::> hot at a 11 dn.mn yankec 11 • There are others of tho spon
sors who so souls arc too numb to b o s hakenod by the spirit of t he age. 
They are those wh o can exploit the l-Tidows and orphans and misus e the 
ignorant vl~_thout any compunction of conscience. While college students, 
outstandi n g t e ac hers from the great universities, and religious l e ad
ers from every rc ligious body come fort ~J. us "freedom riders 11 aga inst 
an evil system of our nation the sponsors of "reverse fre edom ridcs 11 

try to nnswor this movamont w1th people for whom troodom ridors nro 
giving thotz t~, money und bodies to libornto . 

These who are dealing in human traffic arc too late. The "unhappy Negro" 
that had in mind going north has alrr:: ady gone. When he went i'le paid 
first-cl o.ss fm•e for second-class a:ocorr:modlltione. Now he comes tack 
on a visit paying a first-class faro and eets first-class accomoda tions •. 
Thanks to the NAACP. The other "unhappy Negro" is still in the South 
t? remain until the soul of America b e comes completely awakened f r om 
n~ncty-nine years of slumbering and remove the scandal of injustice in 
race relations. This problem can only be met by determined and r ol 8nt
less efforts in the area of education. 

The small fann towns must be reached. This is where reverse freedor.l 
riders are easily recruited. These are most difficult to reach . 'i'l'li s 
is where tho Weight and burden of tho plantation system hangove r is 
heavie st. ' 

To meet this challe nge voluntee r worlce rs must b e r e cruite d to conduct 
citize ns h ip sc l.1ools. Those who can write must put out handb ills and 
s e nd out n ews r e lease s. Preachers must be reminded to take thre e n in
ute s to warn the ir people of the dis gr ace of allowing themselve s to b e 
use d like beast of burden. The HIA is commited to the task. But there 
is a groat n eed for f i nancial assistance; t he office must remain open, 
the gas c ;;:pens e s of voluntoQr .. wor kors must b., t a kAn care of, zna'cerial 
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for school.., and the n0-vrs l e ttc r must '.:>0 so cur ec . Prepar at ion for the 
day of r epris al nust be constant. Your help is nee ded to carry on . 
A contribut ion, ho~ver small it may be , or a momhership will help us 
to continu e our hum~ le effo rts. 

COURT CASES 

The c ase on voter-registration was comple t e d L11 Apr i l. The Honorable 
Frank N. J ohnson has ho.d it since , promising to pnss a decision, pa ss: 
bly by J une , but no decision has been made t hus f a r. 

Sinc_e our _ l a s t odit__:lon..., one of MIA.!_s officio.ls , a nd one of its c ;-...?-l' t.Jr 
member s , Mrs . Erna A. Dungee , Financia l Secretary- Tr easurer , has IJcen 
joi ned in f'.. lia."ol e suit along with tho Columl::- i a Broe.dcastin8 Sy stem 
by tho r:ont gomory County Board of Registrars for her participat ion , 
as an instr uctor , of one of our citizenship school classes whic n appoa: 
e d ove r c··:.s on Douglas Edwo.rds & the !·Jews , l'Tovember 2, 1961. T hss ~ 
classes a r e designed to assist persons who ar e int e r ested in bec or.nng 
qualified voter s and those who arc intereste d in furthe ring their 
oducation . The st1.its asked damaged of ~::aoo , ooo . e o.ch. They are pend
ing. 

So lomonS. Seay , Jr., Nontgor.:ery Fogr o Attorney file d suit in the 
Federal Court against the Gove rnor of Alabama , John Patterson , charg
ing tha t t eo Governor denied his application for r eappointment as 
Notary Public s olely by r eason of his r o.ce or col or , and bec aus e a~ a 
Negro practicing Attorney , .he has repres ented , in judicial procccd~n3s 
Negro citizens \'lho have sought , by suc h proceedings , to e r ase t :1c un
consti t u tional practice , custom , ~nd usage of enforced s egregation of 
the races in areas of public accommodation . 

The complaint s eeks an order enj oining the Gover nor from de~ying Se ~y t : 
application for r e appointment sol el y by r e ason of hi s rc.ce· or c olor . -
(several other attorneys have been wc.iting as long as one year and 
have not boon notified or r eappoint ed). 

Governor Patte r son t est ified in a deposit i on hearing in this c ase , tha 
Seay's applicat ion was not denie d because of his race or color, but 
be c au se of the following allegations in a complaint fi l e d by Seay in 
the Fe der o.. l Court involving the Times sui t , et 1. 

(1) That the Governor, together with othe r name d publi c offic l~l s , 
conspired to take property ~~d other Civil Rights from S . s. 
Seay , Sr., J . E . LoHe r y , Fred Shut t l e sworth, and Ralph D. Aber
nathy in violation of the Constitution o.nd l o.ws of the Uni ted 
Sto.tc s, o.nd 

(2) That t ~1c four ministe rs ncrned coul d not ge t a f a ir trio.l in the 
State Court in Nontgomer y County . 

The compla int ·Hh ich tho Governor us ed as o. bas is for his denial of' 
Seay's application f'or r eappointment as Notary Public; sought nn order 
from the Fodo ~o..l Court ~njoining th8 Governor and the other Public 

· Off'icia.ls f'rom f'urthor prose cuting ::;5oo , ooo ., libe l suits against s . s. 
Seay , Sr ., J . E . Lowe ry, R. D. Aber nathy and F' . Shuttle sworth, in t ho 
State Courts in Montgomery, Alabama. 

~ttorncy Seay is the s on of s. s. Soay , Sr., Pr esident of the HIA .::md 
~s an acti~o par~icipnnt in most Civil Rights l itigation arising in 
this distrJ..ct. He has s erve d tho Montgon:c ry Improvement Association , 
In whatever capacity n eeded , along with our other lawyers, t hrout;h tl-...e 
years of its existence. We intend to ~Up}Jort thi s young attorney i n 
ev e ry way poss i b l e . As you may know, to be without a Notary Pu~ lic 
license prevents and delays much of his work . 

THE STRUGGLE HUST CONTINUE .. . • 

VieHing the South 1 s s ituation as a whole , we who plan to live ~'lo r e must 
not faultor in. our . "QUEST FOR FREEDON11 • Roalizi ng, thou gh, that t here 
arc many orgo.n~zat~ons who a r e p r essing for free dom as we are i n ·che i r 
;e s~ective ar e as , we ask you to r emember us when you make your c ontri 
out l on t o t !J.e c o. us c of fr~edom.& j ust ic'3 for ALL AMERICAN CITrz·~r;s , r e 
gardl ess of r Qc e , col or or c r eed. 

Me.ke your check or money orde r• pr:~.yable to t he Montgonn:ry Improv ement 
As soc iat i on , 712 Dor eey Street , HolJ.t e().." ln ~·y R, !l.lnbnrr.LB . 


	00.pdf
	01
	02

