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A HOVE TOl:/AliD INTEGRATTON 

On Aueust 28 1 1959 , the Nontgomery Improvement Association made an 
initial move toHard integra ting the achools . A statement was sent 
to the board of' education , calling upon them to assume and carry 
f'orth theil• re spons ibility in compl iance with the 11 law of' the land" 
as spelled out by the Supreme Court. We consider int egration: of' 
schools i n Montgomery a major task, ~t wi l l r '3quire pat ience, courage 
and determination, At this point',suf'f'ice it to say that , ;re are gear ­
ed !'or the s t rugrle . Court action i s our last resort. 

The MIA is conducting a voter registration campaign. The churches 
of the city are playing a ma jor role Jander the l eade rship of' Mr. Ruf'us 
A, Lewis. · The f' ollm.r ing ministers participated in a survey , Dr . N, L. 
King , Jr., Reverends Ral ph D. Abernachy, A. \-1 . Wilson , H. H. Hubbe.rd, 
R. 'vi . Hilson, 1;/ , J , Powell, B. D. Lambert , G. F. Lewis, E . D. Bell , 
s. s. Seay and Pathe r Robert E . DuBose , Jr. 

YOUTH IN QUEST OF :NE\'1 EXPERIENCES 

The youth of' Montgomery are moving tovrard the front lines of' the 
struggle .for f' reedom. The u nprovolked police brutality among them has 
not foiled their quest for new experiences in the aren of race re ­
lations. Fourt een (14) of us l eft Montgon1e ry on July 24 , to attend 
an ins titute on non- viol ence and to X>articipe.te in work-shOJ?S on 
social problems . The r e ware ten ( 10) teenagers and .f'our (4) adults 
in the group. Among the young people Here (1) college graduate , 
t wo {2) college students and seven (7) hi~h school students . Two 
( 2 ) of the a dults we r e ministers of th e Af'ri can Methodist Episcopal 
Zi on Church, Rever en d M. Petway and s . s . Seay. 

The Institute on non- violence Nas be i ng held at Spelman College in 
Atlanta, Georgia . It was sponsored by the · southern Christian Lender­
shi p Conf'e r ence . Mi ss Ella Baker, Executive Director of the·confer­
ence was di r ector of the institute . Dr . !·lart i n L. King , Jr., is the 
Bresident of the organization . This Has indeed n council on non­
violence attended by visitors f rom t he southern s tates. It was a 
new experience ~or the young people !'rom Montgomery. The y listened 
to presentations from men end Homen of' the best minds and the most 
decis ive thought on the question of non- violence . 

WORKSHOP AT HIGELANDER 

Highlander Folk School is located nt Honteugle , Tennessee: on top of' 
the Cumberland mountains. Men and HO!'len of all races , creeds and 
nationalities attend the school !'or tho purpose of experiencing the 
practical application of' brotherhood nnd to seek answers to social 
probl ems a t grass - roots l evel . The service of the school has attrnct­
cd the attention of' such persons as 11rs , Ele£'Jlor Roosevelt ond Dr. 
l'1art:l.n L. Kihg, Jr. , who are r egular contributors to t he school. 

We arrived on the campus , Sunde.y afternoon Ju l y 24. Wo joined othe r 
r epresentat ives f r om d if'f'or ont s ect i ons of the nat i on and one from 
Canada. Jl!iniste rs, laHyers , busine ss people , students and teachers 
'Here there . The daily sche dule began e.t 7 o 1 cloc k a.m. nnd ended 
around 9:30 p .m. The theme for this session was, "Emerging Patterns 
of the South. '' Topics f or group st -...ady \·lero : Housing , employment, 
Welf'a r o , Education. The a fternoon r ec r eation progrrun consisted of' 
swirmning, volleybnll o.nd squar e danc ing . 

f1tlY I s ay, pm·onthe t1cc.lly , that the sHitn pe riod wus nhrays a pleasure · 
pain t o tn·) ~ !Unl'ne the younc peopl~ .frout other s o c~tions wo:ce some 



=, 
HIGHLANDER CONTINUED: - 2 -

very fine swimmers. The young p e ople from Montgomery, Alabama could 
not swim. 'rh~y hnve no l akes 1101' pooles in which to le a rn t o swim. 
'I'he lakes ana pool es in and arotmd i'Iontgomery nro for l;hite youth 
0!!l~r. 

HIGHLANDER RAIDED BY TROOPERS 

At the close of the workshop a banquet was given on Friday evening 
at 7 : 30 p.m. After statements had been made by youth and adults 
of both races dinner was served. At the close of dinne r a film , 
"Facing the South" was shown. It was around 8:30p. m., we were 
vratching the pic ture. A few adults had gone to cool e r spots out on 
the .front l awn. A woman outside scremned . The group inside shudder­
ed but did not move . Someone rushed in .from the lawn and reporte d 
that the school was being raided by St~te T r oopers . By this time 
s eve r a l uniforme d a nd plain clothe s men were in the building. Two 
officers were ass igned to keep watch ove r the dining room where the 
group wns ·Hntching the picture. One of'l'icer ordered the fi lm dis­
continued. Excopt for an occasional' .flash from flashlights in the 
hands of the troopers 1 we Here in complete darkness . For moTe than 
an hour and a h a lf He sat quietly but co.l1uly 'l'hile dnrkness and 
(what we considered) unprovoked authority of the st'ate of Tennessee 
prevailed. 

At tho beginning of the r o.id one of the young mon from l"lontgomory 
dr ew his ch a i r close to me. In a soft but st eady tone of voice he 
sai d to mo , "this is the t ime to p r ay ." This was a baptism I h ad 
known many times during my long strugg l e in the south. Years of 
devotion and experience hod prepared me . I knaw the school , like 
other institutions of its kind, vro.s under constant watch . It had 
been previously investigated by forc e s · that are trying to h a lt pro­
gress tow~rd freedom a nd human dignity . I was pre pare d for that 
eventful hour. 

S.il ence HD.S finally broken. Sontnonn stnrt ed whi.stlln[i in · o. low but 
understando.ble tone . It was the theme son [; of the school , "We ilill 
Overcome Someday . n One of the girls from I'!ontgomcry, Alabrunn pick­
ed up the tune and start e d singing. The other young pooplo from 
Montgomery joined in. Soon every one was singing ex cept the troopers 
Out of the darkness ~1d imprison suspenso the echo resounded ac r oss 
the mountains until tension wns broken 2nd .fear dispel led . A ver se 
was added to the song just for that occasion : 11 We are not afraid , We 
are not afr•aid t onight • 11 

When the group se.ng this v e r se tho officer movwd over toward t ho 
light sHitch. Ho reached f or it but did not t urn o n the lieht . It 
i s my g u ess that h e hHd a flash of mer.1ory thnt when the film Has 
t urned o ff, I asked that'the lights bu turned one He stated that , 
we didn ' t n eed any light . As h e withdre w his hand from tho light 
switch h 0 s.aid , "yo u co.n sing but doni t sing so loud". The group 
kept singing r>.t the srune pitch. T.h~) 19·oup snng for more thal'1 nn 
hour . Finally, the li ghts were turned on. One of the officers aske~ 1 
11 t he big man ovor th0ro (spook ing of me) to keep thorn quiet until 
we get the name of every one . n 'l'hoy took our no..mos . \~o wore inform­
ed that Mrs. Septima Clark and three of the vrhi to men ho.d b een a rrest ­
ed . 

One of the most unforgettable aspects of the r a id Has the dondition 
of Mrs . Clark's ernnd-duughter . Her pathetic crias fo r the return 
of h e r grand-mothe r cnn n0v0r be forg otten. 

Up to this point vre did not know tho pur pose of the rnid . When we 
l eo.rnod that the search wrts for whi s key He vrero astound e d . When t he 
group Has told the amount of the bond , they quiekly l,o.ised five 
hundred dollars ( $500 . 00) c ash . But this vJnS not used . A neighbor 
secure d the b ond . Nrs. Cl o.rk was returned to the cnmpus nround 2 
o ' clock !1• m. Somc tim0s l ater a. c opy of the charges Has brought. 
Whe n wo ro n~ i t we wero falbbe r eas t . 

H<::ro HO nrc . 1·/e lwvc b.~en at Lhc sch ,)ol from July 26 unti l Ju l y Jl., 
We hov e n ot S"cn, smoll~d nor h onrd or eny nlc holic brverug csD ~ o 
tb O!>O '.-!b<J kno·1 nbout those rnnunbc 'i n s .·mel t h o moclW1'Y of p rohibi.t:i o·o 
t;bls m~y :JOLU!cl s t rr..t'i!,;• • But j_t .L!J th:.; "tnrncJ t. 1• u t; l1, Snft dr nL::~ 
/( ro ."\ . .1 L . .t .,.... ' ' , , .. \ ,_, s }t..0r1, '{, u could ~;;., 1.1 m ·nJ · 1'0.1 
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~c ~d~r~t~"!d the ~~ ~i~ i!"~t ~ .!'"!ts c.!"!cl pur"70s~ s 0f t h·? r~_:!.r_1 0:!!. 1-~; c:h­
lander School by the State Troopers of T ennessee one must under­
stand the forces at work in the strucgla over civil liberties 
involving f ree dom , full-citizenship, justice and h tuaan dignity. 
Highlandel:• is an integrated school . It is located i n ·re1messee. 
It is a le£ ding institution in the area of l eadership training. 
Those who oppose integr ation have indicated more tl1an once that 
the y conside:> Highl 8nder Folk School , I1yles Horton, Pounder and 
Septima Clark, Director, major threats to the status quo ••••• 
the so-called Hay of life to whic h they wearily cling. The raid 
on the school is the very essence of desperation . 

During the raid pages Here torn out of the book, Stride ToHard 
Preedom, by Dr. !Vbrtin Luther King, Jr . Some of the notes on the 
Horkshop by 8tude nts were destroyed . A small quanity of liquor 
was f otmd in a home adjacent the camiJus . This is a cx·ucial period 
in the life of Septima Clark anc Hisllla nder F'olk Scho ol . The force.s 
of darlrncss Hill not l e t the l·lOrk e;o uncha llenged. I3ut the friends 
of the school an d the fri e nds of J.Vlrs . Clark will not s tand idly 
by. " We v1ill overcome; Deep in our hearts we do believe He Hill 
over come ." 

THE J U!:"GE HULED 

On September 8 , 1959 , Federal Judge F'ranlc r.-;. Johnson , Jr., declared 
r1ontgomery ' s parks s e gregation ordinnnco unconstitutional and ruled 
that city parks must be integrated i f they are to ever re-open. 
The parks were close d on Januar y l a~ter sui t Has filed by Attorney 
S M s. Se a y , Jr . It remai n s to be s e en wheth~r ·o r not t h e ci ty will 
appe a l the case . 

fH A L~ADERS 

Dr. Nart:i.n L. King , Jr. , lef t Nont gonJC ry during tho month of Septem­
b e r f o r a l e n g thy speak i n g t our bog :i.m1inc; in San Frnnci s c o at the 
National Bapti s t Convention . He vis it e d Honolulu, HaHaii aDd s p oke 
unde r tho auspic e s of tho Hono l u lu Coun cil o f Churche s . Ro v orond 
and Mrs . Ra l p h D. Aberna t hy als o vi s ited t he Nati onal Bap t is t Con­
vention along with ma ny o~ Ho tltgomeryt s l eading bapti s t mini s t ers 
who are a l s o b o a rd me mbe r s of the HI A. nev e r e n d s King , Soay a.Yld 
Aber nathy o.r e n oH i n atte n dance a t tho Fo.l l m.; ot:i.ng of the Soutl"lGrn 
Chri st ian Lea de r s hip Confe rence convening in Co l umbia , South Carolin£ 
( Sep t . 29 - Oct. l ) 

The Montgome r y Improv ement As s ociat i on i s i n n eed of your c o:ptinuod 
sup port in t he st r uggl e for full citiz ens hip for all peop le . The 
op p o ::Ji ti on i .:: f orrni d2 blo . But \·'i th a l i t t l e he lp from our many 
f r :i. on ds 11 H E:: s hal l overc ome . 11 He hnvo the l eade r ship; t ho l egal 
knou-hoH a n d the: courage, The ~inanci al- n ee d i s ur1_1; 0n t ~ uur ::;ember 
ship campo.ign is i n pro,s r c s s noH . h'o nre aski n g that you !J l oo.se 
r e n0 1-; your me mb e r s hip cmd a l so t ry t o solic i t o. memb e rship 1'or use 
'l' o k e ep our n cHsle ttc r coming y our u o.y, He nn.J.st ho.VL! your suDport .. 
I'lombc r s h:Lps ln3.J b8 sent in on o r b c f ol"C tho me mbo r shiJl crunpaicn 
b ogin s . vi o n oo d your e n courar_:;cmont . 

Eembc r shins a r '3: Adult s , ~!;2.00 , '~;;)., 00 C'ld ~plO.OO . Youth ., 50 and 
or[jan i z o.tional membors hips arc) fi f ty doll2,rs ( ~1~50 ~ 00 ), 
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