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THE CITY ELECTION 

.March 16 and M~ch 23, 1959 are memorable days in the political life 
of .:Montgomery 1 Alabama~ In the Democratic Primary on Na~ch 16, city 
commisi;!iOner O).;yde S~llers was defeated in his bi~ for re-el.(?-ctio~ by 
L. B~ Sulli--van~ 

On March 23, Mayor w. A. Gayle was defeated in his bid fo:t' re-election{ 
This was a run-off between Mayor Gayle and Earl James. Mr. Jtlllles won · · 
by a comfortable margin. 

The general climate in which the campaign Has c.onducted mo.y be indi
cated from the following stateme nts made hy the leaders ·of the White 
Citizens Council: "In the campaign for mayor,the Negro voto appears to 
have gone strongly for Mr~ James, The Negroes voted for Mr, James in 
our judgement in -obedience to instructions given them by the Negro 
bosses of the Montgomery Improveme nt Association acting in the absence 
or 1 but, as we believe, with the approval or Martin Luther King." 

"All evidence is absolutely conclusive that _ in Monday's election the 
.Negro votes 1r1 :!.ll dec:!.d0 who will be rngyor of' Hontt:omery unless the 
white voters wuke up, fi&ht Negro bloc voting with white' bloc voting p 
get behind one of' the two candidates illld thus take the balance of' 
power out of the control of race agitators •• ,,Ail evidence is pre
ponderantly co~.clusive that the candidate who merits nnd should re
ceive the white manls vote under these ciPcumstances is Mayor w. A. 
Gayle. 11 

These statements were mado in the Montgomery Advertiser Saturday, 
March 21. Tho verdict was rondorod at the polls two .days later. 
Sellers had been def'eate d in the regul ar ro.ce and now in the run-of 'i' 
Gayle was b-eaten. · The \vhito Citizens COlmcil failed to olect their 
tandidato. 

Wo will novor forgot that Mayor Gayle and Commissioner ( of police) 
Soll0rs wore in ofricc during the dark days of the bus protest; when 
some ninety of our l oaders (including 27 preachers) wore arrested and 
later when our churches and homes wore bombed, 

The relentless efforts on tho part ~f Negroes to got qualified us vot-~ 
ers bore some fruit in.the eloctione The total numb e r of qualified 
v oters in this group was less than two thouso.nd rive hundred (2, 500). 
But leadership on the part of Mr. Rufus A. Lewis and the precinct 
workers coupled with a spirit of unity and determination paid offo 
Mes sers Jarno s and Sullivan we do not knoHq But wo are quito i'runilinr 
with Hossors Gayle and Sellers~ 

POLICE BRUTALITY AS A PATTERN 

Pex>haps thoro arc row cities in our nation th::ct o.re without i'ault in 
the aroa or ~o.w enforcement. Police brutality is widespread and is 
not confined t o the South or to N0groes., However, whon this bohmz:ior 
pattern become s a general v ractiao, something must be donal For exruaplo. 
n few weeks ago JVlontgomcry policomon bent several Negro youtho Somo 
of tho young boys Hero thon sent home while a few of thom vwro actu•• · 
ally a r rested. Tho only ex_nlanatlon given by the policemen Has that 
the youngstG:rs "'ranted 11 to go to school Hith our whito gir l s 6" In eon~ 
t r nst 1 whito y outh , who a r e nrrostod for sorious orfonsos oro no t b ~ nt~ 
Gn and wh0n tho charge s a.ro n ot s ori ous t.hoy a re rac'1·nly 11 .nlk<>J -o 1: 

h:~!.-A soY1i: horo.c t~o- t.h,~iJ.~ parents o 
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Asbur y Ho!Vnz:§ · 

Dr. Re inbold N:Lebubr.~ Dr·. Hai,ry Er11e rson Fos dick, Norman ThC!Mls n....Yld 
others have mado an appea l to U. S. Attorney Gene r al Roger s to take 
up the caso of Asbury HoHnrd o.f Bess emer, Al abama. Mr. Hov1nrd is tho 
pr es i dent of that city 1 s Negro voter s l eague . Some we eks ago he h ad 
a sign painted that would encoarage add i tional voter r ogistrat i ona I t 
read: "Lord h e lp ltiller:tc ans to s 0e that you intende d human boings to 
have th<:> same r i ght f.l." There wns a ca rtoon of a Negl:-o :l.n che.ins and 
a pos ts cript that said : "Vot e today for a better tomorrow. " Fol' this 
Howard was arrested, b ent on and sentenced to six months in jail. 

This is whoro the batt le joins . Tho go i ng i s rough, "But wo Hav o Gono 
Too Far To Turn Ba o1c. 11 

FEAR - A ROADwBLOCK TO FREEDON 

A man Has arrest e d for violating tho prohibition lm.r, He was taken to 
jail. Whi le in jail, he wa s be nten over the head unti l his hearing 
became nffoctode But he is afr aid to r epor t tha incident. This n ews 
Has Hhispcrcd about. Somo white pc30p l c who h oard of it deplored the 
brutal act . Little could be dono wi t hout the c onsent of tho boat on 
man, 

A woman came into tho MI A offico and r eported thc.t throe young Hhite 
men c amo int o he r home by forcing thei r way through a window and each 
r aped he ro Those who we r e with her did not won t th ::dr numos reveale d . 
They objected to apponring J,n court , 

There aro Bl ack Bo l t counties in Al::l.bamo. wh8ro t here is not ll singl e 
Negr o vote r . Some Collego and High School graduates live in those 
counties . Even they do not att empt to r er; i ster. This st ems fr om f ear, 
Tho deto r ont fnct or G a r e intimi dnt i ons condoned by tho pm~er structu.re 
and non-coope r at i on of registra r s . It is no t onsy for Negroe s to be 
como qualif i e d in thos e countie s wha r o it se ems tha t tho primary busi= 
ness of the bo ard of r e gistrars is to keep tho name s of Negroes off 
tho books. · 

The mo st tryinr:; task for on-trw-sc -J no orgoo iz a tions, like the MIA, is 
keeping mass mora l e at a point of non-v i olent resist anc e . Without 
the c ournge to rosist, tho causa of fr eedom i s l ost. 'rho continued 
' 1St r ido ToHard Fr0odom': is tho r esults Q.f relent l ess of'f' orts of those 
who havo moved on in spite of t hreats and dange r s. 

GLEAMS OF' HOPE 

Tho crudost orgonizod opposition to first-c l as s cit i zenshi p of Nogroos 
of /Unbamn is currently the ivhito Ci t iz on::J Counc il nne'\ lUu IUux IUo.n . 
But they nr c co.rrio rs of the germs of self des truct ion . It is u safe 
predicti on that tho peop l e of Al nbWln ·Hill not l ong enduro thG nort
sonsicnl and barbaric boh~v ior of the Klu Klux Kl an end Whito Cit~zens 
Councile The fo ll ow ing statement from o. noHspapor i:J n type of ptj.bli c 
condemnation that these gr oups nre increasingl y f acing. " t.t Tusda
loosc., .1\lebQ!Tlo. hospital, tho suporint ondont, Dr. Horace L. Whito I 
(white) vras f'orcod to resign by tho Klf'.n r:nd Loc a l lvhito Citizens 
Council. Tho issue Has the manne r in which white nurses h e lpod Negro 
pati ents. I t is not only tha t t~c Elan_o~cment ~a~ cnvo d in pub~~c 
r':lsistanco t o tho extent t ha t bhu:ilr1cbuld happon Dut tho Probate uudge 
of tho c ounty 1 David C ochr!lllo ~ ontroutod . Dr~ vJhi to to l e ave Ttwc11loosu 
for his safety. I 
Tho fight ovor o.llodgod s c andals in tho prosont administration of tho 
government of i\labruna and t ho st r u ggl" botHoon politicnl .factions 
over the leadorsl·,ip of tho D0mocr~tic Commit t oe give o. quiet hour to 
th0 n,ono'tor,ous us 0 of "'lT0gro, Negro" . 



The new nwuk~ning omonc; t h8 youth is n DGW nnd shining hope of the 
futuro. 'fhe youth meet ings condu ct ed by tho Womnn ' s :Po l itical Council 
ond the Mont gc;mory I mp!'Ovomont t.ssocbtion hr.1vo been onthusiosticnlly 
uttG.lidCd 'b:,r cur :Icut :t1 ., They :::;hc-~.rc :-.: i Bd om ~.Ild forr-: 1'-.h ongh t: 1n their 
questions nnd nnswers. 

FLJ1SH 

The Ralph Abernathys havo n n ew b cby 1 It is n boy~~~ to the delight or 
us a ll. 

Tho Kings hav e just retu rne d from India . Both Dr. nnd Mrs. King nra 
e nj oying :fine hon1th, Dr . L. D. Reddick of' ftlnbnmu St ct t e College made 
the trip wi th tho Kinc;s. Ho is beck at h i s pos t of' duty. 

Rev e r end L. L. fu1de r son, pas tor of T nhornnc l o Bapti st Chu rc hs Solma 
Alabnmn met with n t rngic uc cidont durir:!g tho month of Jnnwory. One 
man -wns killed by his cnr nnd he wns lmcckod unconscious. According 
to ev i dence produced~ the ncciC.ont occurra d Hhcn the cor Reverend 
Ande rson was driving nn d a truck met ut an intersection. Roverond 
Anderson's cnr was struck on the driver 's side of his car. Tho impuct 
knocked him unconscious and tho car wont out of c ontrol , killing a 
man on the si do-w ~lk. 

Reverend Anderson was arrested ond charge d with ma n-slaught e r . The 
paper 1..rrotc him up o.s a mGmber of' the NAAC P and 3n int egrati on l eo. dor., 
He was tried and s e ntence d to t e n (10) years. He has tdcen on o.ppenl 0 

He is in n ood of f innnc i al he l p. Contributi ons c o n be sent to Rover
end Lo L• Ande rson, 1 607 Union Street, Se lma, Al nb amo o r to tho Mont
gome r y Improvement Association, designnt e d fo r Raverond Anderson. 

Renders of our ncwslottor uill be dEJlighted to know that tho long
ta l ked-abou t biography of Dr. King has fin a lly apponrod in .print. I t 
i s entitled Crusader Without Vi olence rtnd is 1-1ri tt s n by Dr. L. D. 
Heddick. 'I'his bool{ is more th em tho s t ory of the life · up=to-now of 
our ~ader; it i s a social hist o ry of' our time . It giv e s n v i vid 
pictur e o f' t he p ersonalities nnd f orces that have surrounde d tho bi r th, 
child ho od , college days and grnduate oduce1tion of Dr . KJ.ng. It do 
scribes thos e Hho a ided and opposed h im during our fan ous bus b oycott 
nnd n a rra t e s t he insi de st ory of what was said Hhen Dr. King and Rev. 
Ab e rno.thy held n c los ed-doo r c onfd r ::mce wi. th Vice-President Nixon c.nd 
1-1he n Dr. King , 11. Philip Ro.ndo l pb , Leste r Gr o..nge r a nd Roy Wilkins, 
Exe cutiv e Secretary of the Nlu\CP, s poke with PresidGnt Eis e nhower for 
fifty minutos. 

Doni t miss this t hr ill ing s toryt Order through tho I0. I 1\ or nt 
f'avoritc bookstore, $3 . 95. Published by Ha rp e r & Brothers . 
p ages of pictures • i nc l uding one of yot,mg !1rcrtin when he was 
old . 

WH ITE r-HN I STERS CLi,SH iVITH l-!H I TE CI 'I'IZENS COU£1CIL 

your 
Ei ght 
two years 

Some of tho counti e s of North i,lab .::mw ero hotbeds for tho Whito Ci t i= 
zens Council and Klan. Som e of' the youn ge r whi t e minist e rs in these 
counties ho.v e dunJd to tuke a Christio.n ' s position on rnci a l matt e rs. 
'l'he y have pronched sermons o f n truly prophe tic not 0. 'I' hey hnvo written 
lette rs to tho n owspopers in opposition t o tho views or the avowed 
segre gntionnlists. 

In tho Me thodi s t church tho l o cal church officinls hnv o demanded that 
the se preachers bo moved . Thus ·far their re quests hnvo bo on denied . 
The preachers, us of this dote, h ave rema ined unsho.k0n by tho so de
mands. The minist e rs have expr •:;s sed c. doto rminntion to stand tho ir 
gH>Und. The chul" Ch ev ery whore should pray fo:r- these young mon. Thi fl 
is t he first ma jor bre a kthrough wo have - had in tho whit o minister' s 
r.:mks in thos o c ount i es. If they con withstand the on slrmghts of 
these ':n"c:t-s c><'.:t."l or·e;n.nizo.tions t-ro cnn s oc tho dnwn of n n ow dny" 

YOL'TH M/,RCH 

Repros entntivos of the MJA rnr10n~ thirty-four (J4) youth to Washing
ton, D. c. to prtrL:t,.,ipnto in tho Ynuth .Nnt•rl-1 :for Intogro.tion" This hf:J.S 
a grGut 0xpurionco f'or our yuut.h., Thoy ·wore d•1nply .l.ospiroJ '>nd on
courn.e;rJrL 
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