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THE CIVI~ RIGHTS HE.iRING 

Du:r•ing tho Civil Rights Hearing, the no.tion got a clear look at one 
among tho m2ny injustices experienced by Negro citizens. It was 
good for tho popple of' this nation to know tho kind of' people that 
must be enco1.mtored by Negroes in their strides toward freedom. Once 
tho commission succeeds in getting behind tho curtnin of fonr that 
limits its finding, tho truth will bo more o.stou.."'l.ding. Tho indivi
duo.ls who had tho cournge to testify must be commended. But they 
loi't behind them man~r others whoso testimonies Hou.ld hc,ve boon as 
strong if not stronger tho.n thoso heard. 

A hard core of resistance has boon confronting Nogroos in tho aron 
oi' registering and voting for a long time. The Nonts;omory Improve
ment Association, tho Women's Political Council end the Lo_bor Organi
zations havo spc,nt m::my thous2nds of dollnrs as Hell as many man
hours o:f lo.bor in Oil o:f:fort to broc>J-;: through this resistance. Such 
persons as JV!rs. Jo filln Robinson rmd Mr. Rufus LoHis hGvo led this 
fight, Tho county bo~.rd of Regis trnrs of 1'-lontc;omory romains dot or
mined nhd olusivo in thoir rostrictivo tactics. Tho Civil Rights 
investigation offers somo hope. 

THE INSTITUTE 

Tho Montgomery Improvement !.ssociGtion conducted tho Third Insti 
tute on Non-Violunco. Tho prog2om Has op,Jnod with n. musical rocital 
by Mrs. Ooret~a Scott King 1 tho wife of Dr. Mart i n Luther King. This 
was a bonGf'it rocito.l. Tho entire proceeds Hont to tho Hontcomory 
ImpPOVomrmt Associc.tion, l'~rs, King has given a number of recitals 
in Montgomory, novortholess, tho Holt Str,)et Baptist Church was 
packed, Tho pooplG of' Eontgomory will Elwoys romombor Nrs. King i'or 
hor devotion to tho cause of' f'reodom, to hor :family ond tho minis
terial profession. 

Tho oduoational feo.turos of tho lnstituto dealt >Jith tho following 
aspects of the strugglo f'or froodom: ( 1) Freedom ri'hrough Economic 
Security, (2) Froodom Th~ough Politicnl hction nnd (J) Tho Responsi
bility of tho Rurnl Church in th.J Strue;rlo For Froodom, Some of' tho 
loo.dors woro: }l,;vurr"nd Glom1 Smiley, Pellmuship of EoconciliE\tion~ 
Dr!') Frodorick E\outh , Executive Director of th._; 8ov..tb.o.rn B[Jgicnal 
Council o.f Humnn RGlntions 9 Nr, H, C, Pn.tton, President of tho Ala-· 
bruna Coordinatin,:; Committee, Mr. Thoodoro Brown, i~oprosentativo oi' 
tho AFL : CI0 1 Wnshington 1 D. c., Jllr, it. G, Gaston 1 President of' tho 
Snving end Lo8n l.ssocio.tion, Eirminzh:o.m, t,lnbamet, Revorond V • Ito 
Ec1wo.rds 3 Extension Service, Tuslmgoo Institute, Alabnnm, o.nd Reverend 
J. E. Lowery, Southorn Christian Leedorship Conforcnco, Mobilo, J.le 
b81Tla, Dr, Lrthur D. Grc.y, President of Tallndo:;n Colle;;;o, Nas guest 
sponkor at tho Executive Bo0.rd L1.mchoon. 

PJ,RKS CLOSED 

On l.ugust 25, 1958 . forty-eight Nogro citizens potitioned tho city 
Park and Rocrontion Bonrd to open nll city parks to their group. 
Tho City Commission i ssued a statement that it :l.as 11 no intention 
o:f opening these parks to Nor:roer;. 11 On Lucust 30, "ID\1~ 11 sic:ns were 
stoncilod at tho ontrnncos o:f Onk Park during tho nicht. On Sopt
ombur 16 , 1958, o. petition Hns filed by ono hundred tHonty (120) 
Nogroos with tho City Commissioners, requesting 8. hoo.ring on tho 
subject of desegregating pr.rks , The reqU<'!st wo.s dcniod 2,nd tho 
commissionors vowed ngo.in to "close all parks i:f nocesso.ry in order 
to provont ro.co mixing." On December 22, 1958, eight Negroes filed 
c omplaint in tho U. s . District Court asking an o r der ending sogr o
gCl.tion in city parks~ Tho plaintiffs nrc ropresonto d by Lttornoy 
Solomon S , Sorc.y~ Jr , On Docombo r 30 9 l95B ~ tho city corilmiss i on 
ordered all par ks closed , 
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The Fellowship o.f the ConcGrn was an organizo.tion of Hhite and Negro 
women here in Montgomery, Alabama. It held its rer;ulo.r meetings in 
n s~rni.~p:rJ_ ,/P" t;e m~·tnnc·r ~ Jt h0.d functioned for s Ol~lc ti.t~c UYL"1olo.3tsd. "' 
One o.f its meetings held at the St. Jude's Hospital ~>'o.s exposed to 
tho newspapers. The white uomen were critized and ostracized by 
their neighbors. Some o.f thom wore intimidated and tllrontened with 
reprisals~ They wore i'orcod to disb211d the orgc:mization. One of' 

the Negro women in the orgrmization wo.s Mrs, Jo Ann Robinson, an 
instructor at the Alabama St8.to College o In the newspo.por report 
carried in tho Montgomery Home News, Jv!rs. Robinson's n811lo received 
special ompho.sis. Her name and the position which sho holds were 
sot out in o. single paragraph with blnck embossed lettering~ Mrs. 
Robinson is n highly rospoctud citizen of JVlontgomory. She not only 
to8.chos the pPoscribod courses given hel' 8.t the collogo, but she 
loads young people in a life o.f education to social rosponsibilities 
as citizens of tho conrrnunity =d n2.tion. Thus fo.r, sho has not ox
porienced any reprisals. 

THE CHURCH - A Cmil'1J1HCATIOlJ CENT~~H 
---~-.-------

At the beginning of' the bus protest, tho people 11oro re2.chod through 
night-clubs, poolrooms, theatres 1 churches and street corners. The 
words Hero qui-.:Jtly pas sod around in the schools • This Hns an ab
normal time and circwustcmco • 'rime is moving tho hont o.f tho battle 
aw::ty from tho d<tys of thnt protest. l'l:-•ny of those institutions have 
returned to their routines. But tho Negro church is lof't to bear the 
responsibility .for tho guidnnco of' thought pattorns in o_ struggle f'or 
soc.ial control. This is a groat opportunity .fo1~ tho pronchor. As 
a shepherd, he cnn feed tho ~hoop or shear them. As o. hireling over
como with foiCr 1 he can loc.vo thom to tho lhowlin~ wolves. Or t'.S a 
gooC< shepherd, ho cnn load thorn ovor tho wr,_y to still twtorn of .froo
dom. 

Friondz of the cr,uso of froccl.om the nation ovor cm1 bo o.ssurod that 
tJ:1o cl1.urches i11 I-1ontgorilOl' .. Y still st[l:nd as offoct:;i·vo 1nodia of conrrrnrr1i~ 
cation. Most of tho ministers are battlo-sccrrod ~ but they are 
steadied by couro.go ro.Poly oquo.lcd during recent :fi;imos. hfith tho 
power of tho church thro-vm against it tho wo.lls of' segregation can 
not stand. ·Here is tho mass powor thcct is ossontio.l in this strug
gle. 

The power of th~ church as a factor or socinl control cnnnot be 
properly evf',lunted without the recognition of dodicntod laymen. 
Any locnl church that participntos in tho current struggla hns out
sto.nding luymon Hhoso activities can be oesily cited in tho vanguard 
of the masses that havo kopt things in motion ili~ing the struggle • 

. Lunong tho advocates of dosogrogation is Mn.rtin Lut!"YJl" King 1 Jr. The 
scgrogntioni~t~ consider him ono of their most formidnblo .foes. Hero 
in tho heart of Dixie they moe sure every move ho mo.lws. Thoy in
terpret to their liking ovory word ho srys. It is ns snfo to pre
diction thGt if and Hhon integration ru::-lly takos roots in tho South 
it Hill bo brought o.bout by tho loQdcr:cl1~1p of men lilcc Nartin Le 
Ii:ing. It will not bo dono by remote central. Tho bnttlo must bo 
joi.nod where tho tro.nsition is to to.lw plc,co. He ho.s some followers 

who will not turn bncl{. It is th0 pr:.o,yor of mony tho.t nothing will 
happen to brenk his spirit or cause him to move out of tho South. 

R.]0T~~l~S _lillBBAPJ) 9 SEtS ilND HILSON APO.::~EST1~D 

Reverend Shuttlom-rorth H8.S in jC'cil. Reverends fl o W • vJilson ~ pnsto r 
o.f thG Holt Str-J t)t E:o.ptist Cl1urch,~~ HG Ha Hubbo.rd 3 Pn£-itor of tho 
Bathol Boptist Church o.nd s. S. Sony 9 Exocutivo Socrot::-,ry of the Mont~ 
gomory Improvomont f~ssocio. tion "~dont to visit Rovorond Shuttlosworth 1 s 
:fc-'Jnily . hThilo sitting in _;-lovorond ShuttlcsHorth l s homo in Birming
ho.m, Alecbf'JI1f.\ c.n officer of th~ bJv C!'_mc up C'nd ontorod9 uninvited, 
After n scort"-ining tho Hhoroubouts of every ono, tho throe of us wo r e 
dcclo.rud unde r n.rrost e Ho He r o chc.rvcd .vith VG[;rrmcy ~ f'.nc1 p lnco d i n 
jo, i l v·-Tith tho .s2mo procedur es used in m;--.nnging c ommon cr i r,Jinnls. Ho 
wora fin o.ily r olo u s c d withou t churgos . 
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REVEREND H!cLPH D. J'.EEPJJ:cTHY .cJ\fD P\f\HLY 

This coupl3 vws born nnd reared in joining counties - 1-lm·ongo and 
Halo0 Th~sso e_:ro bJ~lCk=bult cut)..rltiGs of it lnbrunn~ P:y DGrso:1nl ex
pcriencoJ thGy undGrst[md the roul manning of diocrimino.tion and the 
dov2sting cffocts of segrogrtLl.on. Tho cournge they have snown in the 
struggle for• fro0dom in Montgom0ry and throughout tho nation tran
scends tho oducabion acquired at Alabama State College nnd Atlanta 
University. ThJ ful l story of tl:leir suff'G r ing in this pr·esont 
struggle may never be knm-r::1. But no amount of suf:'erins shalces 
}!rs. Abernathy. As one of the foremost loaders in tho thick of the 
fight hero in tho doop South, nothing do tors Fi2lph Abernathy. He 
enjoys the full confidence of tho zn.Jml:lership of hj_s church. Ho is 
lovod by the comm.mj_ty and respected by those w:1o oppo:.w him an ong 
the: other rnco , 

TUSKEGEE iS B".ND - NOT INVITED 
---·---·---------··-·~-

Ono of tho colorful foaturos at tho inauguration of oach Govornor 
of Alo.b2.ma has boon tho pCcrticipation of Tuskogoo 1 s b>:mdo Governor ~ 
oloct John Pat tor::; on hils publicly· announced that Tusk0goo r s Band 
has no plnco in tho po.ro.do during his innugurntion . Governor Folsom~ 
tho out - going govornor , in his comm,Jnt on PD.tt:Jrsont s action , said 
that if ho wore Govornor - olcct 0 he would invito Tuskegee ns he has 
alw.n_ys dono. Ho further stc:.tod thl'.t ho oxpocts tho IGctn to take 
ovc::r in Alcbe,ma and that blood will bo sh<1d, 

It is ton o'clock p ~ m. horo in Montgomery. A local news analyst 
is on, One of his high- lights is n public stntomunt ruportod to 
hnvo boon rondo by n klansmnn, ·.,rho said thn.t any r.tt·.>llpt at inter
grating tho schools will bo mot with blood ~hod, and thnt tho klan 
will tn.ko any st,3ps nccossc-.r;.o 'co prevent integration. 'l'ho sto.tomorit 
ended with tho follm-ring sontonc o: 11 we moun busincss . 11 ~Phu t i me 
clomont l n tb_o movo to i:n tcgr f!..t-c tb~J s cl:oo l s h.:~ s not 1.-.;oon .:CixodQ 
But the prediction ic: \o/HEI\ T:w 'I'IM~~S COH:CS T.b::CliE h'ILL BE NO TURN
ING B!.CK BY TII00E \1JHO SEEE IIUltf,JI! DECENCY IH ALL AHEJ\S IN TI-lli SOCIAL 
LIFE OF THE C QivilfUNITY, 

iVHITE C CI·il''IUN ITY SE081Gv 

A white youth was shot to death nt ono or the night clubs on tho 
outskirts of tho city of Mont~omory . It wns reported that two 
hish school frntornities mot at th0 club to tost tb-:J:i_r prowess. 
One of' their numbur Hns slai n . This shocking incid<Jnt sot off' an 
i nvost i gotion . It wn s discovo :"od thnt these young people wore 
riding nrOlLYld tol..·Jn t:Ji th s.-::n.-Jod - of'.f sl1otg!._ll-18 , dango.r•o•_ls swi Lcl1blado 
kniv es, chains nnd clubs. Tho Hhi to community ~Vr.s shoclwd . How 
many of thcso younr:; mon o.ro sons of klnnsnJGn mny mot be lmown. 
It is still true thnt the iniquitios of the .f:cthors Hill bo visitod 
upon tho i r childron, 

THE ICINGS PLAN TRIP .dBI\OA.D 

Dr . and Mrs . Kin g Hill be loaving on FebY'cwry 3 fo r a t HO months 
tour of Indio. and )(ussia. The trip is bein';; sponsol'ed by the American 
Friends Service Conmlitteo ~ the Southe rn Chr,istian Leadership Con fer 
ence , the Montgomery Improvement Association and the Ju;:eric an Baptist 
Conve n tion , Tho l\.ings wi ll be accompenicd on this trip by Dr , L ~ D. 
Rodd i ck , Chairman of t h e Depa r tment of History, Alab ama Sta te Co l l ege ~ 
vTho wi l l a ssist Dr , King i n pu bl ic relation s und ke e ping an a cc o1.m t 
of the entire t r ip , 

'I'he Ame r ican Ba p tist are p ar t i cular glad t o hav e a Be.ptis t le ad e r, 
such a s Dr . Ki ng , confer wi th the nume rous r e ligi ous l e aders a n d 
congregations of that Faith in Russia . Dr. King is delighte d to get 
a ohP.llCG to visit the hm1eland of 1'1aho.tma Gh nnd i who has bo on t ho 
grcp,t insp i r!:'.tion o r the philosophy of No~-Vi ~lonco ~oci nl Ch nn g e 
thut Rev c r ·nld I\. i ng de mon strate d s o successful ln t h o J. Ed HO US Mont ~ 
gomery Bus Boycot t of 1955-56. 
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