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THE GUBERNATORIAL ELECTION IN ALABA¥.A - ¥.J!.Y 6, 1958 

The _political campaign for ·the election of the governcr 
of Alabama ended with a ~-off between Judge George c. Whllace~ 
Circuit Judge of HobUe County, and Attorney General John 
Patterson. 

The 50~000 qualified Negro vo~ers of the state of Alabama 
· were faced with the dilemma of casting a ballot · for one. of the 

two candidates, both of whom are segregationist. John Patterson 
might be styled a protagonist of segregation. As far as it has 
been verified, Judge· Wallace might be styled an avowed segrega-

·ionist. Appo.r•ently the Negroes . who voted in the run.;;.oft' made 
choice of Judge \-Jalls.ce as their candidate. 

As the campaign swung into the home-.stretch it took on physo
logica.l proportions. The Montgomery Advertiser-Journal came out 
for Judge Wallace. The:r identified John Patterson l-rith the KICK.· 
The forces for John Patterson were quick ·to seize upon the oppor
tunity tQ iden~ify Wallace with the NAACP and the Mont@Pmary lm
pDovement Association. The effect this pert of the struggle had 
upon the total results is any ones guess • 

. POLITICAJ, WORKERS ARRESTED 

Mr. Rufus A. Lewis, chairman of the C~~ittee on Fegistering 
and Voting of the Montgomery Improvement Ass~o.c_j.e.tion and three ( 3) 
of his workers were arrested. They llere at .the "polling places" 
checking the number of Negroes . that turned, out to vote. They 
were charged with violating Title 17, Section 144, Code of Alabama 
1940. This code reads as follows, "all persons except the electo:.:•s 
and the election officials must be not less than 30 fest !'rom the 
polling place~" The question here involved is whether or not the 
term "polling place" re.t'ers to the entrance o!' the bu~Jding or 
whether it has re!'erence · to .the actual spot at which ·· '·t·J ballots 
are being cast. 'Hr. Lewis and his staff were arrestc,c. and fined 
twenty-five dollars (i}25.00) and oo#lt• An appeal has been ronde 
and a hearing w~.11 he hald in. July .• 

' WHAT SHOULD NEGROES EXPECT? 

Attorney John Patterson is the governor of Alabama. His 
election 1s already being considered a victory for the KKK and 
pro-segregation~st gr9ups. What this will actually mean remains 
to be seen. Already, however, some Negroes have been told by lmo~ 
enforcement officers · that now that Patterson, is ~: 0vernor t hings 
will be different. '.Je refuse to believe t .~at W'? '1r e in for a 
period of terrorism and lawlessness exce edi ng tl:~"l us '-tr.:. l p2t ::ern. 
John Petterson wns catapult e d int o t he politic .;,:. :"..Lw: - 1 2. 7-ht by 
tragic expe riAnces of violont go.nster2sm.. I t fl'i =-~- L Do :..sto:_;_n ·:!ir ... ,!:lJ 

·p a ro dr:ndc.<=t l fa~" - him to evan condor ... e violence . 
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COURT CASES PENDING 

Case #1: CITY OF MONTG9MER:i VS MOSE PLEASURE, JP~ 

On January 19, 1958, the Reverend Mose Pleasure, Jrc, was re
turning to Montr;omery by plane. He landed at Pennell.:~· Fiald -
a municipal airport of Montgomery, Alabama. The onl:r tran<lporta ... 
tion from the airport available was the .airport limous:!.ne. The 
only seQt available in the limousine was the one besldr. a w!"Lita 
lady. Sb.e did not object to his sitting beside he:- ar~o. stated 
When he was arrested that she did not understand ths Ul,reslj 

, because the Reverend Pleasure acted the part of a p<> ,•f c, ct gentle
man. Nethertheless, he was arrested, tried, and fo'.<;1d gullty of 
disorderly conduct nnd fined one ·huntU-ed dollars ($l·J,:•"OO} rind 
coat. His case was appealed and is now awaiting a hearing set 
tor "'iily. 

Case #?: 

In November 1957 robed night-riders invaded the Negro section 
ot Lomax, Chilton County, Alabama. Lomax is near Clanton Alabama. 
which 1a forty miles from Montgomery. They had their guns and 
ammunition signifying a hunting expedition. But they soon started 
shooting into the homes ot Negroes. The Negroes retaliatsd., In 
the shooting spree one _Negro wo.s shot to des.th. Eight Negroes 
were arrested. Four were ·cnarg~d with assault with intent to 
murder. Three ot them have been ae-ct~tted.- Mr. Wi-ll!e H~t wq,s 
bound over to the grand jury. His cnse is to be heo.rd in the 
tall term, of court. 

~ 

These cases have 90st the MIA more than twenty-five hundred 
dollars (i2,500.00) • · 

I l FLASH) I 
-- · 

Judge Will o. Wnlton dissolves an injunction aimed at the Negro 
boycott or white merchants in Tuskegee, Alabama. He stnt.es in his 
ruling that Attorney General .Patterson (who is now governor) had 
tailed tq prove the T. c. A. as an organization had taken any 
action to promote the trade boycott or had used any force to 
s14>port it. T~s marks another milestone 1n the march to tull 
citizenship. ' 

MASS MEETINGS 

Atter two years and . six aonths the historic mass meeti..'1g still 
holds a 'linique place in the lite ot the city. This ~" tha melting 
pot ot the C"toadle of the ·Dontederacy. Here people .rr.:·~-" to get 
their spirits lifted 1n a tuird st~gle toward a ccn::;: :-n goal. 
Here they come to get fresh dir<t¢tions._ It is here i,.':1ey come to 
d~g and. pray 1n 1tba old camp-taeet~ .ttnshi~~. It is here they 
OOIDe to see the .ttaees Qlld heo,r t~e 'l.al~es ot Rfllph D ,. A~ernnt~y .., 
fl . •J'ltbol. ot the 111"\le me:on1-nc of. 1me mi.UI,s meeti,pg-; Martin L, King, 
Jr,, fresh fran ~ cruaading co.mp!dgn adross the couni!ry; Revs. 
H. H. ·Hubbard; · a steady old oolq A. - w~ :wilson, snuill in statue 
but· a s~.ant in hn.erahip; w. J. Powe]il, the t"lrat chairman ot 
the committee tott qrpnbins trans:portq.tion; B. D. L!lJilbert, the 
number l mass meeting· preacherJ Revs. o. w. Lewis, G. Prrunklin 
Lewis, Burl Averhart, Father Robert E. DuBose, ~r., and mnny 
others nm.ong the faithful, like, Mr • . Rufus A. Lt~uis, chnirmo.n 
of the Registering rund Voting Committee of the MIA. 

BOMBED C~ 

Th.:. r epo.iring on d r ebuilding of the 'combe d chu.:-cr.c-s :: no c.:-ing 
ocmp l9tion. First Bnptist, Bell Stre e t u...~~ Ht:·: :-:·.:· .. -.. :.:.:·1 3 tJ.,., ,~· 2t 
are b l3autiful. The bombing seems to hav~ boon ~ ol:):: ::ir:g i n 
disguise. Through the HIA twenty-eigh l;: thott.s:.:.r.d (":: c, ooo .co) 
dol l F<.rs wns ·~ ont r ihut. Fld ' to this C'lUSe. 
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The struggling Negro ot America may differ on the techniques 

ot approach to our common p~oblem. He may differ as to the timi~g 
ot the approach. But, there 1a a tocuaed point at '\oThi ch all 
minds meet. Although, here ·ODS theloe the co11111unicatic;n lines 
have been broken and, at present, no direct relationship is 
is sustained, every segment or toe struggle accepts i~ loyelty 
and in principle the XAACP headquarters as the headquarter$ of 
our struggle tor justice, human dignity and the re~~zation of 
t~ Christian and Democratic ideals. 

We can thank God and all of the contributing forces for the 
beach•heada t~t have been established ~ the deep South. Mont
gomery, the Cradle or the Confederacy and the Heart of DiJd.s; · 
New Orleans ; one ot tt:. deepes1; or the deep southern fortresse~; 
and Little Rock, a trinae ot the heart of the struggle, are the 
beach-head8 r.or which we can be justlJ proud. . 

I . 

At present, the atrugle is engaged sTallahas$ee, Florida, 
. Jeve, end C' • . K. Stee·le, . l13adel"J T"akegee Alab&J!IIt1 ~~·. ~l.. l1on, 
leader; Bil'lldn~, Alabama, ~everend P. L. Shutt~wor · lB ader; 
Mobile, Alabu!,a, Reve rend w. J(. Sillith, leader; and ~tlan ·· ~ Ga. 
Down at ~faula, Uabama, there is a significant euaa~• tUt · 
should focus the attention ot the nation. NJgro h--.-owner• are 
contesting the right of the city commissioners to o~demn their 
homes and have thea mov$d out into a section ·chosen bJ the comm
issioners. Attorney Fred D. Gr&J is ropr0senting the home-owners. 

QVR SAGQING LINES 
< 

It is all but f'rwltratin! whon ·we .. tace the tact that a mili
tant teacher can be t1re.d just beO.a~se he believes in jusvce 
and right, and will DdcD it known; and another teac}llar can be 
hired In his place. A lWI'p comes into onela- throat vhen, review
ing the tiel.d, .he discovers that the voice of a lfegro minister 
has been silenced by hush- buah pressure from authorities over 
him and soinetimes from 1118Dlbers or his own local church. 

The problem ot economic security, stemming from the ranks 

\. 

ot cammoa labor points out the lag in progress that must not be 
ignored • . The ~ite laborer· is beginning to recognize the advan• 
tage ot tnoluding Nagroea in• unionized labor. Much work, however, 
has to be done in. e.ducatln& tbe lfegro, or some sections, ao that 
.he might recogni~e this advantage to him. This is an 1Drportal'lt 
reapana1bil1ty that must be accepted 1n the total struggle tor 
m-an dece~. 

REW MilfiSTIJ!S 

In recent 1110ntha the following Jlliniaters have. joj,.ned OU1' 
ranks: ReYerend s. w. Schultz, Mt. Zion AME Zion Church, Reverend 
Felix Jaaea, lla1.1 Street Baptist Church, Reverend M$-tthew 
PettwaJ, ~ser AME Zion Church and the Reverend A. L. Wilson, 

· Oak Street AMB Zion Church. 

oPFioiAL ~sTER _ op MIA - I9ae 
Rev. M. L • . K~g, Jr., President . 
Reverend W. a. Powell, Vice President 
Reverend ~ialph D, Abernatlq, Chairman ot the Ex. Board 
Reverend Robert Graetz, Sec~ot&rJ 
Mrs. Erna A. I>uasee, Pinancial Secretary 
Reverend A. w. Wilson, Treasurer 
Reverend H. H. Johnson, Assistant Secretary 
Reverend H. H. Hubbard, Chairman ot the Finance Committee 
Rev ~) rend s. s. Soay, Executive Secretary · 

s. s. Sc ay, Ed!tlo,.> 
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