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ground afier being bitten by police dog held by policeman
Jimmy Swilzer.

Citizens Charge Greenville Hospital
Maintains Inadequate Accommoduripns

Several Washington Cuunt:.r'
citizens charged recently that
Greenville General Hospital
maintaing ‘‘inadequate accom-
modations,” especially in the
wards for Negro patienis.

In support of their claims
they brought forth the faclt that
often Negro patients are forced
to sleep in the halls since the 54
beds normally given to Negroes
are not enough to handle all the
patients.

The leaders of the protest in-
clude James Carter, James Ed-
wards, Rev. W, L. Smith, Jr.,
Rev. T. B. F. Walker, Rev. L,
W. Williams, and Rev. R, L.
Washington.

Crowding Poses Danger

According to Dr. Royal Wil-
liams, director of the Washing-
ton County Health Depariment,
“Over-crowding in the Negro
wards poses a constant danger
of an ouibreak of contagious
discase."

Dr. Leon Lencir, Hospital
Chief of Stafl, said, “The short-
age (of beds) is more acule in
the Negro wards," although 45
per cent of the population of
Washinglton County is Negro,
only about 1/5 of the beds in the
hospital sre in the Negro wing.

Dr. Matthew Page, a local
doctor, said, *"The Negro is nol
getting a fair deal from the
space standpoint.” He added,
“We need n more adeguate dis-
tribution of beds in regard lo
race. It can be done il the right
people make up their minds lo
do it."

He went on to point oul thal
there are only two night nurses
on duty in the Negro section. He
labelled this “‘an impossible sit-
ualion.

Mid-Wives Still Practice

Page also noted that last year

514 infanls were delivered “by
mid-wives in shacks and pover-
ty-torn homes." Thirteen of
these children died at birth.
Washington County has 23 prac-
ticing mid-wives who are
licensed by the State Depari-
ment of Health.

Many pregnant women do nol
receive hospital or docior's care
since they are not able to pay
(Continned on Page §)

Students Help Out

Clarksdale’s Needy;
Receive Jail Terms

Three University of Iowa stu-
dents wers arresied in Clarks-
dale Saturday afier they had
delivered a truckload of food
and clothing to needy Negroes,
a eivil rights leader said.

Aaron Henry identified the
trio mg John Goulet, Roswell
Donaldsan, and Donald Flach-
art. Goulet and Donaldson were
charged with running a red
light and failing to signal as
they were leaving town.

Arrested On Return

Flachart then returned the
truck to Henryv's drug store
where police arrested him as
he drove up, charging him with
failure to signal and resisting
arrest. Henry sald he recom-
mended that the truck be re-

|turned to his drug store where

he could observe it and pre-
vent additional harrassment ol
the sort that had greeted the
students all day.

The studeni’s case will come
for trial beflore the city court
April 11, Theyr will be repre-
gented by the WNAACPE, which
also posted bond for them,

Hundreds

A Greenwood minister, Rev. D. L. Tuck
left the Court House with a group of Negro ¢
U. 8. Judge Claude Clayton Monday tem

local officials from preventing Negroes from
registering to vole, A hearing was sel for Thurs-.
day in Greenville.

Police continued to break up groups of Ne-
groes walking to and from the Court House io
register, Several Greenwood people were ar-
resied Tuesday when police splilk up o group
refurning from the Court House; however they
were released without charge.

A day by day account of the recenl evenls
in Greenwood follows: f

Gunshols

TUESDAY, March 28: Two sholgun blasis
shattered the front door and bedroom window of
George Greene's home moments after he had
entered the house near midnight. Greene, a stu-
dent at Broad Streei High School, said he had
been followed while being driven home after
working with voler registration workers.

Mrs. Greene and her oldest daughler ap-
plied to register ai the Court House the nexi
morning.

WEDNESDAY, March 27: A group of 100
Greenwood citizens walked (o the City Hall te
ask police protection for Negroes seeking to
reglster to vote,

Mayor Sampson mel them on the sleps of
the City Hall and threatened to turn the police
dog loose on them If they did nol disperse, they
said.

The pgroup started toward the Court House
four blocks away in order Lo make another at-
tempt at registering. Ten policemen reportedly
blocked their way afier they had walked a few
blocks; a fire truck also pulled into the inler-
geclion.

Police arderéd the group to break up. When
vole workers tried to lead them toward the
Court House, two of them—Lawrence Guyot and
James Forman—were arrested.

Dog Loosed

Then a police dog was sel on the crowd,
Matthew Hughes was bitten (sec photo) and re-
guired hospital trestment. Bob Moses® leg was
scratched and his pants torn to the knee,

Members of the group continued to the Courl
House in groups of live. Filty gathered on the
Court House steps, They lefl in groups of two
and three after o crowd of whiles formed.

Nine people were arrested al the Voler Heg-
istration headquariers people were enter-
ing cars to return o the Court House to again
altempt to register. Police, with drawn guns,

(Continucd on Page ¥)
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Greenwood Voter Classes
Voler registralion classes are being held
dally, beginning at 9 a.m. and lasting all day,
in the Sanders Building, 708 Ave,, N. al Broad
Street. Evervone who wanis to learn how to
register is invited (o attend.

junction to free the jailed workers and to keept———

Want To

Yotfe In Greenwood

Ask The Federal Government For Protection;
Attempts To Register Will Continue Every Day

In apite of shootings, arrests, dogs and police harassment, Negroes in Greenwood con
tinue to apply to register to vote at the Leflore County Court House.

Eight voter registration workers, all members of SNCC, are in the County Jail serv-
ing sentences of four months and $200 on charges of disturbing the- peace. They have
vowed to remain in jail, without appeal, until the federal government acts to get them out.

Bitlen By Dog

er, was bitten by a police dog Thursday as he
itizens who had attempted to register.
porarily denied a federal request for an ine

Reverend Crain

Registers; Loses Home

Rev. Jessie Crain and his 14 children and
grandehildren were ordered off a Leflore County
plantation last Friday because he refused lo
erase his name from the voter registration lists,

Rev. Crain, 67, hos been a sharecropper on
the plantation for 13 years. He filled out a voler
applicalion a month ago and has attended or
spolken ot all the mass meelings held in Green-
wid

He gol his wife, Rebecea Crain, B0, and three
daughters—Roberta Harris, 25 Rebecea Crain,
93 and James Ella Crain, 31, to apply lo reg-
ister too,

MNever

Joo Turner, mapnoger of the plantition, owned
by W. R, Bond, even offered, to drive Rev, Crain
to the Court House, Rev. Crain said, “"He asked
I me to take my nome ofl. I nevee will. T'H die
first.”

“I've been woanting to regisier all my life,
bhut 1 didn't have the courage. Now Uve gol
somebody o help me,”” he declared.

“I'm happy letling you know I'm out ol a
home,”” he sald, “Now I have a real home."

No Work

The five adults in the family and two chil-
dren—a girl 13 and a boy 11—work in the lields
hoeing and picking coMon during the seazon, bul
there's been no work o do all winler.

Mrs. Marris was receiving money from her
husband through the Wellare Dept., bul it was
cut ofl alter she applied to register. James Ella

(Continued on Page 3)
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Still Here—Here To Stay

He ia still here in Mississippi. They have beaten him,

threatened his life, put “that dog" on him and thrown him ini

Jail. But he is still here. And he is going to stay here.

He has said from the beginning, “We don't wanl Lo hurt
anybody or have anybody hurt. All we want is for the people
of this state who want to register and vote to be able to do
s0. We know that it is their right.” And he is still saying it.

And he will undoubtedly continue to say it. Each unlaw-
ful act that stands in his path only reinforces the clear need
for the rights he desirea for the people of Mississippi.

But he isn't the only one saying these words, asking for
these rights. Others in Mississippi's Delta land are too.

“For {o be Free”

“l wanl my rights."

“] want to be Free."

“1 wanl my children to be Free”

The crieg for Freedom are here, They are here to stay.
The deep inside desire has been here for a long time, long-
ing inside. But now it iz outside,

Those who do nol wish for the people of Mississippi Lo
have Lhe right to be free may lake out their venom on him
and the people who are working with him, but now anything
aimed al Bob Moses would be missing the mark.

He is still here, and he is still saying that people ought
to be able to register, but 8o are many men and women in
Greenwood and throughout the Delta land and the state. And

the chorus, “We nin't gone to let nobody turn us "round,” is |

here to stay,

The Price Of Fear

In an unplanned interview with the Enforcement Offic-
ers of Deltaland, we heard some of the reasons for the intim-
idations that meet the citizens who are attempting to cegis-
ter and vote.

“There are lwice ns many Negroes in this area as whites
and we don't want to be around when they take over.”

These gentlemen with their pistols and night sticks were
afraltd. They felt that when Negroes get the right to vote,
they will demand many of the things that they deserve—in-
cluding higher living standards.

The men with the pistols and nighl sticks were afraid
that Negroes might (hen take their jobs.

But the very problem of low incomes suffered by the
men with the pistols and night sticks and their friends ean-
not be improved by keeping Negroes down.

Until there are jobs for all of the people, until everyone
has real money to spend for the goods and services of the
community, the problem for everyone can only get worse,

To improve the situation, the community will have to
have industry that will give people good jobs,

The cily fathers recognize that industry is needed. Each
reporter who covered the recent intimidations was given a
booklet which states why the communiiy is favorable for in-
dustry. Bul what indusiry will come inte a community of
pistols, night sticks, dogs and reporiers,

How sad that the men with the pistols and night ati-:ks|

cause the situation to become so ugly that the very things
that they want most—industry and jobs—are driven away.

They will not halt the Negroes' desire for freedom. They
will prevent their own opportunity for advancement because
they will pay the price of fear,
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.. . We Want
To Be Free . ..

Why do people brave bullets,
dogs, burnings, arrests and po-
lice intimidation to register to
vote? Why are they willing to
| lpose their jobs, their homes
and even their lives to become
‘ifirst class citizens?"

Mrs. Haltle Wille, 83 vears
ald, works in the cotlon fields.
“1 want to register for my frée-

dom rights . . . I wasn't afraid.
|1 thought I was doing right."
Alraid

I
!lstu—“scared of the dog they
had up there biting folks."

Louise Dozier is a maid. She
earns $15 a week, pays $7.50
vent each week and supports
her daughter and three grand-
children.

“I want my righis. I've been
under the yoke for nearly @2
years,” she declared.

Mother and daughter both)
went down to the Leflore Coun-
ty Court House to register Frlii
day, “We've got to pull fo-
gether," she said.

To Be Free

Why does Edna Lee Jones, 42,

want to register? “For to be

free . . . and for my children to
go to schoal.”
Mrs.

Agent Sue Cage told hef she
had cut off benefits for her
seven children because she
couldn't get a job. Then she
found that Miss Cage had writ-
ten a report accusing her of
“rupning a honlky tonk."

Mrs, Jones said that she had
picked cotton, but there are no
jobs around now, Miss Cage
said wellare payments would
start again if the children went
ko different homes.

“I'd raiher walk the streets
and beg for bread before I'd
give my children away,” vowed
Mrs. Jones.

Why does a man 75 years old
ey to register. “For my chil-
dren and grandchildren,” said
sharecropper George Harris.

Mrs. Paley Patlterson was

Branton Floors Leflore

Wilev Branton, head of the
Voter Education Projeet,
sald Friday that he was no
gtranger to Greenwood. “My
father was born in Green-
wood and my grandfather
comes from Leflore County.

“iAnd my great-grandfath-
er was a man named Green-
wood Leflore!™

Greenwood Leflore waz a
French-Choctaw  trader and
politician who founded ithe
city of Greenwood.

Branton said *'1 am proud
to be an American Negro.
All 1 want is for my mother's
family and my father's fam-
ily to go down and register

Lﬂlnlginz Editor «ooeevesssassssss..Lucille Komisar

together.

Her husband is afraid to reg-p §

waiting in the registration
line for the third day—the eir-
cuit clerk takes only three peo-
ple at a time and each one may
take 45 minutes or more to fill
out the application form and
answer the constitutional inter
pretation questions.

Mrs. Patterson, 45, was fired
Friday from her job as clean-
ing woman in a furniture store.
She had worked there for 21
¥ears, She sald she wanted to
register “for freedom."

They Do Us Bad

“They do us so bad here,"
deeclared Elnora Smith, 43 vears
old, Welfare payments for her
four children were cut from $50
to $30 o month, she sald. Dis-
ability payments for & water
stroke she suffered were also
cut. She said no reasons were
given.

“My head hurts me all the
time;, but I can't go to the doe.
|tor. There's no place to go if
you ean’t pay.”

“¥es, I'm afraid,” she said,
“but T want my rights too."

*1 do everything in these folls
houses for $2 a day—washing,
mopping, scrubbing . . ." sald
Mrs. Hattie Mae Hooper. What
would you like to see changed?
“Everything!"

... We Want
Qur Children
To Be Free . . .

What iz the sound of free-
dom talking? What words do
people use to deseribe the mis-
ery of the past and tell of their

Jones sald Wellare hope for the future?

“It's time that Negroes
stopped running!"

“I believe in prayer, but it's
never put a governor in of-
fice! We need the vole. Get your
lfrﬂ:ﬂ.m. Become a regisiered
m".!!

And songs tell the siory too:
"“Which side are you on? . . .
Brother can you stand T Oh
tell me how you can. Will yon
be an Uncle Tom or will you
‘e a man?"

Voices Of Hundreds
These are the words of Wiley
Branton, of Rev. James Bevel
and the voices of the hundreds
of Negroes who atlend mass
voter registration meetings
nearly every night in the town

'of Greenwood, Mississippi.

Nearly 400 people jammed |

the church Wednesday night,
March 27; another 100 stood
outgide listening to the meeting
on loudspeakers.

They heard Rev. James Bev-

Lowndes Bar Urges
No Help For FBI Probe

The Bar Association of Lown-
des Counly has urged people
there not to cooperate with civil
rights investigators.

It passed a resolution which
gaid, A eitizen i under mno

answer any gquestions about

ceeding.”

{Continued an Page 3)

Songs Of Freedom —

el of Cleveland, Missz, tell
them: "“We plan to change the
political structure of this couns
ty and this town!"

The next night 500-600 people
overflowed the Turner Chapel
AME Church into the street
where loudspeakers were again
set up. Hours before, the min-
ister of Turner Chapel, Rev,
D. L. Tucker, had been bitten
by a police dog. This time Rev.
Bewvel said: “‘Until we get
enough wotes so we can elect
people who will not turn dogs
on people, this will continue.
.+ . But it won't stop us. If the
dog bit Rev., Tucker today, it
will have to bite Rev. Bevel
tomorrow!""

Where do you stand? he
asked. ‘““Those who won't reg-
ister are for Barneit and those
who will register are against
'!I.I.'I'I'I.."

On Trial

Wiley Branton, head of the
{Voter Education Project, de-
clared, ““Whenever one Negro
isg mistreated anywhere, every
Negro feels it everywhere. De-
mocracy is more on trial in
Greenwood teday than any-
place in the world!"

James Farmer, National Dis
rector of CORE, said, *“We have
learned to suffer through the
vears. They can't stop us with
dogs or bullets."

And Rev, Tucker—his foot in
a bandage—declared, “If we
ever in our life needed lo stand

= up and be counted and take our

rightful place as human beings
—it is now."

Aaron Henry of Clarksdale
attacked the '‘coward group of
policemen wha sicked the dog
on a man."” He said, “They've
turned their dogs loose on us,
and burned our buildings and
fired guns, but we won't be
stopped, We're not afraid."”

Kennedy-type democracy “in-
stitutes a system of white su-
premacy wherever it rears its
head,”” he declared. He called
for a new system — different
from Kennedy's U. 5. or Khru-
cshehev's Russia—which would
provide freedom for all its cit-
izens.

Smoking Preachers

Rev., Jordan of Greenwood
lashed out at those who haven't
given their support to the move-
ment. “Preachers running
around smoking cigars—thev're
not céoncerned about the dog
biting Rev. Tucker."

And the next night hundreds
packed the First Christian
Church to hear Charles Me-
Dew, Chairman of SNCC,
charge that “President Ken-
nedy has abdicated his respon-
sibility. The first duiy of the
President of the U, 5. iz the
protection of the lives of its eit-
izeng, . . . He has let lawless-
ness run throughout the land.™

Attacked Us

Wiley Branton attacked the
federal government for not glv-
ing aid and protection to Mis-
sissippi Negroes. “If a group
of Negroes slipped into Cuba
'and decided to return as refu-
gees,” he said, “‘the U, 5. gov-
ernment would meet them at
the dock and give them food,
| clothing and money to live."
{ Yet, the government appears lo
ignore lhe poverty and suffer.
ing of jts own citizens in Mis-
sisslppl, he said.

Branton called on President

iHenned:r to fly io Greenwood

as a demonstration of his own

legal obligation at any time to|faith in democracy.

The people cheered and

anything excepl in a court hear- | shouted with determination. At
ing or a court-connected pro-|the end, they clasped hands and

sang “We Shall Overcome" —

The Justice Department hasz|and vowed to win the rights

as free ecitizens.
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‘We're On Our Way’

Which Side
Are You On?

“We sent eilght people down
to register each day [or thirty
days. How many people were
registered?"

This Iz a gquestion in the Citi-
zenship Workshop used in
Greenwood and other paris of
the Delia in Citizenship Educa-
tion classes run by the Southern
Christian Leadership Confer-
ence.

It's part of a review of the
+8 R's—reading, writing and
arithmetic — to help people
brush up on what they need to
 kmow to register and become
“first class citizens,"

Learn Form

The first sim of the classez is
to help people register. They
learn exactly how to fill out the
rogistration form and answer
the constitutional questions.

The class talks about how
government works—and how all
people can have a voice in run-
ning their government.

Films, pamphletz and speak-
ers are used to discuss politics,
health, housing, race relations
and improving the commumnity.

The clazses also talk about|
the benefits of social security,
cooperatives and aids given by
local and national governments
to improve the living conditions
of the people. |

150 In Classes

Miss Annell Ponder, head aI;
the Gresnwood sehool, said that |
about 150 people are attending
citizenship education classes In

| [the Delta. Eight {eachers now

lead classes—four in Greens
wood, two in Itta Bena and two
in Rulevilla.

Classes are also being held to

i prepare teachers o irainothers.

Twelve new teachers will begin
classes in Leflore County next
week.

In Shaw, in Bolivar County,
200 people altend regular mass
citizenship education meetings.

Specinl Classes

There are also beginners
elazzes for young people 15-20
who are not old enough to vote,
but who want te become edu-
cated about voting and palities.
Special classes are set up for
people who aren't able to read
and write.

Mizs Ponder, a graduate of
the Atlanta University Scheol
of Soclal Work, said that she at
first had trouble getting a meet-
ing place for the classes. Now,
however, eight churchez have
invited her to use their build-
ings for meelings,

. ||Lafayette Surney,
! [ Mozes, Frank Smith, James

The FREE PRESS had a per-
gon up in Greenwood covering
that story, but it really wasn't
necessary to get the story, 1
mean the real story, For in-
stance, when we first heard
about this fire, we thought about
how it was that these people
were itrying to intimidate the
registered people, put later we
got reports of how it was this
Sam Block who set the fire lo
get publicity (Block is in New
York.)

Then we found out that some
other SNCC worker went around
and shot into the Greene home
in order to encourage them to
register. {(They did go down and
register.)

Then we heard that Bob
Moses shot Jimmie Travis. You
think thats something. These
registration workers will go to
any ends. We hegard that this
Reverend Tucker bit this poor
police dog.

L]

When all of the registration
workers went down to the jail
to visit the ones who were in
prison, while they were in the
jail, they took some pictures of
their friends in the cells. The

s~ | Registers; Loses . . .

Hundreds Want . . .

{ Continwed from Page 1)

arrested eight SNCC staffi mem-
bers and an elderly Greenwood
marn.

Chargez against the man,
Henry Smith, were dismissed,
apparently because he wias a
local resident.

The ten vole workers were
later all charged with disorder-
¥ conduct and refusing police
tl-l'r:ll"['!-' 1o move on,

alter he had stepped oul of a
car returning from Itta Bena.

Mrs. Mildred Forman said
that she was not allowed to at-
tend her husband's trial.

FRIDAY, Muarch 29: Chief
of Police Curtis Lary and eight
policemen broke up o group of
M people walkiig to the Court
House, When Don Harriz, 22,
asked why, he was arvested,
but later released

Attorney Wiley Branton
{ ashed why only iwo people,
(Guyol and Forman, had been
{arrested then. Lary said that

(Continned from Page 1)

WA | Crain's wellare chack was also

film was out. When the police
heard what was going on, they
came running out to where
Charles McDew, SNCC chalr-
man, had another camera. The
police took it and took the film
out, believing this was the one
he had used. The police were
saying that that was no way to
be after they had been so good
to them,

During this time, McDew was
observing, “You while folks are
just too smart. You have to gel
up pretly early in the morning
to out smart you folks.” Some-
one is going to be surprised
when those pictures of the work-
ers in jail get deulu‘pnd.

- -

All of the many reporters who
were in Gresnwood to cover the
events of that liitle city, were
presented with an Information
booklet put out by the local bus-
iness men that are trying to at-
tract industry. Certainly these
men recognize this grand oppor-
tunity to point out all the many
benefits of their happy little
community to the industrialists
of the nation who are looking
for an attraetive place to set-
tle.

&

cut off,

Rev. Crain said that he has
been feeding the family of 15 on
monthly checks of $25 from
Welfare and $40 from social se-
curity. “But it's just nol
enough,” he said.

The family was living in a
shack on the planiation, with
15 people sleeping in 6 beds,
Rev. Crain said. Afler the evic-
tion Monday, they have no
place to live, mo savings, and
no job.

When they learned whatl hap-
pened, the NAACP and CORE
each gave Rev, Crain $100 to
help him take care of his fam-
ily.

Urges Action

Rev. Crain is still getting peo-

ple to register—and he said
that he would keep on doing It.
“I'm not afraid,” he said.
Hourz after he had been or-
dered off the plantation he lold
a mass meeling of Greenwood
Negroes: “Don't talk =o much.
Do something!"
Turner elaimed he didn't
know anvthing asbout Rew,
Crain registering to vote, He
said the family didn't want lo
work and he couldn't use them
any more,

Lowndes Bar . . .

(Continued from Page 2]

just begun to examine VOIET
récords of Lowndes County.

Likes FBI

The rezolutlon said that the
FBI iz a “very efficient and|
honorable law enforcement or- ]
ganization” and asked *‘all eciti-|
zeng to cooperate with it Iuihrl
in its endeavor against erime
and subversion.”’

Although the Bar’Association

statement made no mention of a
person's obligation to cnupernlel
with policemen or other people
asking questions, the legal ad-
viee given clearly applies to

quesztions put by anyane.

JOHNSON'S LOCK AND
KEY SERVICE

£1% Marth Farigh Strest
Tacksion, Miss FL 3-11é&

L C m'r Auto Parls
and General Repair

Phone 352-5702

BEVINS SHOE SHOP

720 Washington 5t
Greenville, Mississippi

Lymeh Addition. lackson

L. Tucker. They had gone less |
than a block when the police

‘cars pulled up.

Rev, Tucker said, "All al
once a large police dog jumped |
out, Somebody yelled "There's
that black nigger preacher.’
The dog lunged. Some whiies

P '}; no H‘ﬁl DAY, l‘““"h iﬂ: | the others had disperzed. Bran-
[ FHLy people were leaving he lywe gaid. ““Then only twp peos
Court House, led by Rev, D. 2 ’ P

ple were left there—all two of
them blocking the sidewalk."

When the attorney asked why
nine others had been arrested
at the church meeting place,
Lary replied, *They attempted
to regroup them.™

! SATURDAY, March I0: The

yelled *kill him! The dog| Board of Supervigors ¢losed the

knocked me down and prabbed |

my leg.

“A policeman said, ‘Get up
you black nigger, you're nol
hurt." I tried. 1 eouldn't. Two
of my brothers carried me
away,"

Bite Denied

Rev. Tucker was trealed by

Dr. Mabel T. Garner {or “sev-

eral severe hites'” on the left
ankle. Police Commissioner B.

A, Hammond denied that Rew. |

Tucker had been bitten.
Landy McNair, 19, had
panis leg torn by the dog,

At 1 pom. the vole workers
arrested Wednesday were tried.
Robert

his

Jones, Willie Peacvock and
Charles McLauren were found
guilty ol breach of the peace,
James Forman’s trinl was de-
layed until Friday so that his
lawyer could be present. Law.
rence Guyot's trial was held
over and he was ecited for con-
tempt because he made several
interruptions lo protest actions
during the (trial.

Charges against Curtis Hayes
were dismissed because the of-
ficer who arrested him was not
present, Robert Talbert was
also found not guilty afier he
sald that he was arrested just

County Court House.

The Justice Department [iled
a suil in Oxford asking for an
injunction te stop interference
with Negroes atlempting to reg-
ister. It asked that the wvole
workers now in jail be freed
and that prosecution against
them be halted.

MONDAY, April 1: A group
of 60 walked to the Courl House
la attempt to rvegister. They
were split up by police after
they had gone a few blocks.

Judge Claude Clayion denied
a Justige Department request
for the injunction. e set &
Thuraday hearing dute for the
order. -

TUESDAY, April 2: A group
of 63 people led by Dick Greg-
ory was broken up by police ns
they walked to the Court House,
Landy MeNair wnz nrrested
but later released.

On the way back police
picked up several carloads of
Negroes who had been walking
together. They also broughl out
a dog, bul took it away aller
photographers began taking
pictures of the animal. MeNair
wag arrested again but re.
leased after a few minutes,

The group of Negroos ar-
rested were released at the reg-
istration meecting place.
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CATCHINGS
MOTOR SERVICE
Phaae FL 2-9113
Lynch at Dalton, Jackson

Service By
Collins
Funeral Home

415 M. Farish 5¢.
Jacksem o« FL 3-2377

SINCERE AMBITIOUS MEN & WOMEN WANTED-!

Despite the groat number of people who desire and deserve o
belong fo INTERNATIOMAL MASONS, many of them are denied
this privilege. This ls bocause there just are not enough leaders te

head up wnits in all communities,

If you have amy lealemhip ability, are of good charscter—thin i

the ity you have alw

oppartun
THOSE WHO WANT AN

wanted!
PORTUNITY TO MAKE GOOD—

NOT THOSE WHO JUST WANT TO DRAW A SALARY—Write

INTERNATIONAL

F & A M. Masons - Eastern Star
2101 Bratiat Ave.—Detroit 7, Mich.—Weedward 35717

SMITH'S
SUPER MARKET)

Valley Street at the Railroad Crossing
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Right To

The Free Press has frequemily printed articles abowt the
activities of labor unions in Mississippi, Some readers have
asked s to explai pust what labor wnions are and why they
are important, This is the fourth of a sories of articles about
wriions and what they mean to youn,

s
L
} Fourth in

Sometimes in the process of
soiting up a labor unidn, the
company, in an effort to kecp
the union out of the plant, will
use various means of intimids-
tion against those who are lead-
ing the campaign.

Any such harrassment
against an employee can he de-
clared wunfair labor praclices.

Intimidations Lllegal
Such intimidations are illegal.
If the National Labor Relations
Board finds a company guilty
of these unfair labor practices,
it may inlervene and see Lhal

the worker is prolecled,
Prior to the greal depression
of the 1930°s, there were very
few such laws to proteci the

worker when he tried (o or-
ganize.
Legislation which was parl

of the New Deal added many
laws thalt permilled the Fed-
eral Governmenl Lo prolecl a
man's right to form labor
urtiong  without intimidations,

Partly due o the increased
glrength of trade unions, the
country was able (o come oul
of the depression, And the facl
that Mississippi has nol really
ever come out of m permenent
depression is becnuse very few
uniong were ever formed.

Miss. Makes Il Tough

Though most Northern stales
have pussed sitole laws thal
help workers to gel a fair deal,
Mississippi has tried to make
it difficult for men lo raise
their standard of living through
unionizing.

The existence of the Federal
laws, however, mean that if a
company does iry (o inlerfere
with a worker's allempt to or-
ganize his lellow workers, thal
the company has o pay the
damages,

The union that is trying to
form in any particular plant
will always do everything to

JAMES DRY CLEANERS

#0171 Mehon 5i., Creenville
Phone ED. 4-910%

Organize

)

X

see that wny worker thal is

trving o help the umon will

ot sulfer for his dedication,
Union Lawyers

If the company does intimi-
date him, or tries to, the union
will have ils well-trained law-
yers bring the situation to the
attention of the NLRB,

If &« man is fired for his union
aclivity, for instanee, the NLREB
will see that he is rehired, wilh
the same pay and ithe same
senarity that he had, AND all
back pay that he w=would have
received plus 8 per cent interest.

Even though Mississippi s
definitely in need of state laws
that will make it easier for
workers to organize, bolh the
Federal laws and the Interna-
thonal wnion will protect the
workers in event of foul plav
on the part of the company,

& Series

Contracl Prolecis

Onee the wunion s formed,
then the contracl protecis the
workers [vom being fired with-
out ressonable cause, In ad-
dition, the contract assures lhe
worker thal he will have a
better wage and that he will
anly have to work certain spe-
eilied hours unless he is to be
paid an extra overlime wage.

The econtract will probably
include provisions for sickness,
accident, vacalions and relire-
ment.

Ofien the struggle to esiab-
lish a union is difficult in Mis-
siesippl, but the benclilts are
important and many. It is here
where the worker is treated se
pourly that the need [or unions
is greatest.

P FOURTH STREET
¥ DRUG STORE

*Clirkidala's Ecomamy Dvug
Srare™

213 FOURTHF STREET
CLARKSDALE. MIS5.
Telephone: Main 4-2713

Aaran Heary — Cliften Smiih
Pharmacint Pharmaciit

NLRB Hands Down
Storkline Decision

The Mational Labor Relations
Board has handed down a de-
cision on the Stockline unfair
labor practices suit upholding a
decision that the Jackson com-
pany re-hire seven men il
fired because they tried to or-
ganize a union.

PFay Back Wages

The NLRB directed the com-
pany to rehive the men and pay
all the back wages that they
would have received if they had
been permitted to work. The
company must also pay 6% in-
terest on the wages the men
would have received.

Three of the seven men had
been with the company for over
thirty years. James Jones, rep-
resentative of the Carpenter's
Union, said, “This is jusi proof
that the company does not have
any concern for their workers
even after they have worked
far them [or a greal length of
time."

Need Secority

He painted out that this lack
of security is the very reason
that the men wanl to organize
4 Wnion. ‘

The union is awaiting a de-
cigion from the NLREB which
woitld permit the holding of an-
other election. The union ex-
pects to be given the right to
hold another election to de-
cide if the men want the union
to represent them at the bar-
gaining table.

The previous elections have
been declared void because the
company was guilty of unfair
labor practices.

Mpleasimg You — Pleases Us®

D &L SHOE REPAIR

Far MTI‘ Your Shae Nerds
1085 Lynch Se. — FL 2-9348

—
FARRIER'S
LION SERVICE STATION

#Where Service Ti Onr Most

The Wreck
One Of
Them
Will Be In
13
He Is NOT
Insured.

ARE
You?

If Not, Cail or Write:
Jackson Central Insurance Agency, Inc.
1072-1 Lynch Street (Masonic Temple Bidg.) Jackson 352-5586

# Did vou know that il vou have not had a major traffic accident — your insurance
mates can be lowered? See your Jackson Uentral Agent soom — 1o see Il they con
lower your present rale

Hospital Conditions
Bring G'ville Protest

fCantinned fooin Page 1)
the 115 hospital lee for delivery
and recovery. In addition, “'a
eharity obsteiric patient is
seldom admilted to General
Hozpital unless complications in
child-birth are expected,' Page
declared.

Appeal To Trusiees
In un attempt to gel 8 change
in the hospital conditions, the
six citizens leading the protesi
took their appesl to the Has-

pital Board of Supervisors l:rr'ul:iI

pital.

Roy Myers, General Hospital
administrator, agreed that “at
the present time our colored
facilities are overcrowded and
the white facilities at times
have been almost at capacity.”
He denied charges, however,
last Tuesday that Negroes were
receiving less (realment than
white patients.

-
Riddick’s Drug Store
Prowcriphon  S0ec1alETs
610 Ave. | — Phone GL 3-2354
Greenwood, Miss,
Call far Free Delivery

then to the Trustees of the Hos-

L
' JONES PHARMACY

Im Buivimem For Vowur
Health

Dial FL 2-838)
FREE DELIVERY

Conic's Beauty and
Barber Supply

&15 No. Farish Street

#12 Lynch Street
Jacksom, Miw.

FL 3-3268

Sum

ROOMS WITH PRIVATE BATH
W. ). Summers, Prop.
619 W. Pearl 5t. — Jackson
F! 2-8405 or Fl 3-65B6

mers Hotel
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