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Doesn'f Take 'Never’
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Form Vote League ln Rulewlle Support Integration

+_

RULEVILLE, Misz.--- While
Mississippi blacked out ihe houir
long CBS program, "‘Mississip-
pi and the 15th Amendment,”™
Negro cilizens of Ruleville,
who figure prominently in the
CBS documentary on Negro
voling difficulties, rallied at
Williams Chapel in the face of
recent shootings and continued
threats, to form the beginning
of a Ruleville Voler's League. |

Several aduli Negroes pres-
ent wvolunteered to participate |
actively in the organization and
operation of a council to pro-
mote voling rights and beller
eommunication between Negro
and White citizens,

Insurance Cancelled

Even as they met, the can-
cellation of the fire insurance
policy on Williams Chapel be-
came effective. And at least one |
participant wondered aloud as
the meeling broke up, "'l guess
they're going to burn it down
now.” The city has already cul
off the church's free waler, and
has stated im a letter 1o the
Board of Deacons its plans lo
cancel the tax exempl status |
of the church.

Frocod OfF

The Mayor of Ruleville has
said, “All of you (Negro citi-
zens of Ruleville) might as well

go down and register, 'cause
vou all got to suffer anyway
before thiz thing is over,

Among the 3 persons from
Sunflower County who have al-
tempted to register in the past
five weeks, their friends and
their relatives, 3 have been
forced off their plantations, 5
have lost their jobs, 2 Negro
cleaners remain closed, all Ne-
gro business is closed on Bun-
day. Threat and harassments
have become a part of daily
living for many citizens,

The meoting progressed un-
der the watchful eyes of the

e
on page tweo ...

Muavor, lhe liscal pulirc, and the
FBI.

FRI In Area
The FBI has been in the area
(for two weeks, investigaling

the shoolings inta the houses ol

voter registration participants,
{and the wounding of two local

Negro girls.
File Statemenis

Citizens of Ruleville have
filed slatemenis with the Jus-
lice Department complaining of
| egconomic reprisals, forcing ten-
ants from their plantations,
physical wviolence and wunlair
treatment at the registrar’s of-

|fice. They have requesied im-

mediate Federal Intervention

on behall of Negroes atlempl-
(ing to register io vote. |

Lawyvers from the Justice De-

partment were in Ruleville last)

ek fmmod on Page 4)

Moderate Wins
Georgia Election

The voles of 20,000 Allantn
Negroes deleated Georgin ra-
eisl Jemes Davis in his bid fo
renomination to the House of
Representalives. The end ol the |
couniy unit vole system insured
the nomination, and thus elee-
tion, of racial moderute Charles
Weltner by over 13,000 voles,

The Georgia legislature, con-
trolied by rural interests, first
sought to comply with the Su-
preme Court reapportionment |
ruling by altering the unil sys-
tem more in form than c¢on-
tent. The Federal Distriet Court
ruled the revision unconstitu-
tional, and state Democratie
leaders organized the primary
on & popular vole basis,

Events in Georgia parallel
what well might happen in
Jackson il an Sccurate reap-
portionment is made,

| nlgo wore bultons that showed

‘World Watches US Win Struggle With State

James Meredith finally became enrolled in the University of Mis-

world now knows,

Some Students On |
Campuses In South

A couple of news reporiers
'H'Hnr'ﬂlrbnﬂ:r Texin, a larges
independent student newspuaper
told the FREE PRESS that on
many southern campuses giu-
dents had donned white arm
bands to show their suppori for
Meredith, The move was, the
students said. a move for sol-
idarity. Some of the students

two hands clasped, One of the
hands wag Negro and the sther
White. Underneath was Mere
dith's name,

The student news reporiers,
who were on their way o Ox-
fovd in order 1o cover the situ.
ation there, stated thalt many
sludenis in Southern colleges
and universities wore in favo
of Mervedith's enrolling. The re
porters alse said that with very

| lhe FREE PRESS that the com-

few exceptions, all students be
lieved in obeving the laws and
the vourts. {

Local M5 of the Amer u.,m
Baker' and Confectioner’s
Union huave settled their
tract dispute with Colonial Bak-
| ery. Paul Haigler, International

representative of the union told

o=

| pany met the demand: of the
union before the workers hgd
to sirike. There was some ques-
tion ns to whether 1he com-
pany would force the employees
toe show their strength by nol
yvielding the final penny thal the
men had reguested. The wage
inerease that was finally agreed
upon was eight cents for the
first year and six cenis o 1-h1-|

sissippi at 8:30 in the morning on the first day of Oectober, nearly
eighteen months after he made his first attempt. As most of the
he was escorted onto the campus by United States
Marshals the preceding evening and spent the night in a dormitory
on campus. And as the world also knows, the night that followed was

*one of violence, tear pae, and death,

Two men were ntally injured during the vioting groand

the Lyeeum Building which h
of a news correspondent for a
aprawled pear the riol grea. T
ford resident, The world was

oused the marshals, The Lody
London wewspaper wias Townd
he other dead man wus an Ox-
gstonighed that two men could

meel such fates and over 75 others be injured while on a eol-
Iem; eampus. Nu{ until sometime after the tear gus uzed to
“*quell the turmoil hoad cleared

KKK Dishands;
No Response
To War Call

An Associated Press re-
port following the crisis on
the Oxlord campus sabd thai
Waller A. Bailey, presidend
of the Mississippi Ku Klux
Klan, had announced his res.
ignation. Bailey, who lives
in Biloxi, Mississippi, suid
over 500 members ol the
Kian are now on their own
and whthout abligation. The
move to dishand came when
there was no response lo the
call be issued upon the mem-
bers te assemble and hold
a council of war and no eoe
showoed.

[l:oloniarﬂﬁrs_ﬁef Contract H.t:rer
While Harts Workers Continue
To Picket For Their Recognition

nexl [wWo yeurs.
Reject Seven Cends

Lust week, by & vole of 79 Lo
five the union men rejected Lhe
company of seven, six and six
cents raises. The union also in-
sisted upon gelling a strike
clause which would nsure any
worker that walked on a pickel
line,
in any way discriminated
against for his action,

Thiz wage increase means
that the employees al the Co-
lonial Baking Company are now
making 57 cents more Lthan
some of the Hurls bukery woul-
ers of an equal position. The

fL -.l-l'-]-r-'ll' il f"rlyi' |}

he would not be fired or|

and the people vesponsthla- ol
the rioting were identified. did
the warld begin (0 be able o see
whal had caused the pnightmare
over the enrollment of James
Meredith,

Nl Studenis

Nearly all of the people ar
rested were nol students at the
university, Many of those tuken
into the custody of the (ederal
marghals were not cven resi-
dents of Missiszippl bul people
who had travelled greatl dis
tances in order Lo support the
slate leaders who insisted upon
standing firm against the courl
order ta admit the gtudent,

Fatrol Withdrawn

State offwcials have insisled
that the rioling began when a
“irigger happy' marshal shot
a lear gas shell inlo the back of
|'|l|1.'l|'rI||;"ti- stule highway patrol-
men who were in the process of
causimng H"Il."' l'i'ﬂ'ﬁ'lﬂ to retireal
Robert Kennedy, Attorney Gen-

eval of the United Slates, lold &
|nationwide audience, however
that tear gas was used only

when the vrowds begaon o se-
riously threaten the marshals
{ The Atlorney CGeneral main
|tained that the marshals would
o have had 1o resorlt (o the
anti-riol Laclics if the statle
highway patrol had not been
removed, Robert Kennedy ex-
pressed grave concern that
Gov, Barnett did not keep his
word o indure the peace. Ken
nedy  held Barneltt responsible
for the patrol being withdrawns
prior to the weeival of the U. S
L,

Me Miss Editor

The editor of the newspaper
at the Universily of Mississipm,
Lhe Mississippian, called for
peace and obeying the law in
the regular issue thal came ol
onto the riol sirewn campus
The front page editorial asked
that students refvain from dem-

(Conlinied sn Moge 23
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The Siege

During the lust few weeks, particularly, the state ol
Mississippi has been under a strange sort of siege. The re-
sult, a leaderless mob mad with rage, attacked United States
Federal Marshals. That same mob accounted for the death of
two men, How could this come about? What strange powers
exist to account for such a happening in our nation in this
century 7

!

The siege has been upon the minds of the people of Mis-
sissiopi nnd the South. Constantly swapping distortions for
truth, rage for responsibility, and anger for decency. But if
the mob is lenderless, where does the siege come from? From
the one word that is as deseriptive of Missisgippi as eotton—
which is the word fear,

The people on both sides of Lhe segregation wall are
dominated by terrifie fear. Fear of the unknowsn, On the one
gide, the side that has eonsidered itzelf in command, the fear
takes the form of reprisal, on the other side, the fear takes
the form of submission. In both eases the best means of keep-
ing off the unknown,

The entrance of James Meredith, however, brings o
mind u new set of fours, He is proud, brave, and determined.
Wiat about thizs new man? What abiout the new questions
he asks? What sbout his claim to equality. What? Why ?
How? And the siege grows.

There is more, though, Men know how to whip the siege
into_ a coordinated reprisal and systematized horror, Men
know the effect of the mass media—radio, television,
the newspapers—which set in front of the mass every day,
much of the day. If the sume thing, in different wayvs is said
over and over the heat of the siege can be greatly magnified
and put Inlc action. But the siege still controls, there still is
ne leader to the mob,

Although everyone wans made well aware by the mass
media that Meredith would come to the Woolfolk State Of-
fice Building in hiz attempt to enrell with the college board
a week ago, it was not the radio or television or newspuper
that told the people to shout evil until they fairly shook with.
rage. The people over and over ngain aaid the same thim.r'
that haz been repeated over and over agnin by the muas
medin. But all by themselves, the people said the words, All|
by themselves they climbed to g perch on a domitory nm!|
shot peaple with a rifle, All by themzelves they killed the two |
nmiea,

|

Even though a responsible vadio, television, press would |
be most gratefully rveecived by this newspaper, we under-
atand that it can not be expected. We hope to make a.*lqm:r|
the advantage the mass media does take of the Mississippl
slege. But recognize that even this is not siege itself. The|
slege it=ell i= fear. We must not fear the man who stands |
proud, brave, and determined, We must not fear either to
claim equality nor the man who claims eguality.

We are prowd of these few men of the press and those
Inereasing number of business men, who are standing up lo
the siege themselves, and arve paving the way for the rest of
us. We must first recognize the siege and then rout it. '
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

To the Editor:

I wani to tell you how much
the Free Press means to me
and my lamily, The Jackson
newspapers stand for segréga-
tion 100°% and print lies about
James Meredith to arouse the
people sgainat us. [ am anxious
to receive your newspaper in
the mail every week so that
I can read the truth about what
is happening.

Everyvone in my [amily is
very, very happy and proud
that Mr. Meredith i3 going n
Ole Miss. He is a brave man
and we have praved for him.

Mow my little boy wants lo go
ta Ole Miss too.

We all have to get the vole
g0 we can pet rid of men like
Ross Barnett, T am a registered
voter and 1 tell my [viends to
register too,

I showed your paper to @

Iludy‘nexl door and =he is send-

ing in money to get the Free
Press in the mail like T do.
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TOTOTOITTITITIITIITIIN
Voter Registration: Close Up

of publicity about the young

as agitalors.
The FREE PRESS has

77272222222 L e

We had decided at the Mon-
day night meeting that our
waorle would be much easier if
we could enlist the support of
professional people such as
ministers and teachers; [for
they are the ones usually look-
ed to for leadership in a com-
munity like Ruleville, That
Tuesday momning, I went to see
the principal of the local Negro
High School. He reacted to me
and what we were trying to do,
pretty much as all teachers in
Mississippl do. He thought that
what we were trying to do was
fine, but that he could not get
involved, and suggested that
we go out into the community
and work on our project.

This attitude, indicating a
wish to be apart from the Ne-
gro community, is fairly com-
mon among Negroes of the pro-
fessional class (both north and
south). Having achieved a cer-
tain amount of security antd po-
gition, they are not inclined to
risk it, even il it means deny-
ing what they know 1o be right.
There is also a strong desire to
simulate the white people as
much as pessible. They do not
like to be reminded that they
are Negroes.

Coming back, with a local
gtudent, from talking with the
principal, we met two of our
staff coming up the road with
gome more local students.
While we were talking, some-
one noticed a police car com-
ing down the street, headed
toward wus, The car wasn't
cruising, but coming alter
someone. Pulling up in front of
us, the driver, who at that time
we thought was the Sheriff,
called us over. Volunteer work-
ers Charles MceLaurin and Lan-
dy MeNair had voter registra-
tion material under their arms
on clipboards, Seeing thia, the
driver anzked to look at what
they were carrving, After look-
ing at the material, he told Me-
Nuair and MeLaurin to get in his
McLaurin asked il
they were under arrest, he was
told ves.

As the car pulled in fronl of
eity hall, they were informed
by the driver that he was the
Mayor., Inside city hall, Me-
Laurin commented that it was
unusual o be picked up and
the Mavor of a

were not told what the charges
are. The Mavor's answor Lo

We Meet The Mayor

The series, “Citizen Education Workshop,” is being
temporarily discontinued, There has been a great deal

throughout the state in voter registration campaigns. In
most Mississippi newspapers, they have been considered

Professor Librus, an opportunity te tell through his per-
sonal experiences. The student is Charles Cobb whe has
speni several weeks in the Mississippi Delta.

Third of a series

By Charles Cobb

people who have been active

given one of the studenis of

VIFTITITIIIITIIy.

this was thatl this was an unuss
ual town.

Not so unusual, though!

What happened to MeLaurin
and McNalr, happens in almost
every Mississippl town in which
there is a wvoler registration
project. As soon as the local au-
thorities discover that there
are voler registration workers
(“agitators) in town, an at-
tempt is made to Irighten them
by arresting them on some
trumped up charge. In the case
of MeLaurin and MeNair it was
to check and see if they were
violaling an anti-solicitation or-
dingnece. When they find out
that the vote workers are not
going to be intimidated, they
begin pressuring the Negro
community as a whole.

The Mayor told MeLaurin
and McNair that he was just
checking to see that they were-
n't trying to sell anything, then
released them.

More than a little responsible
for the quick release of McLau-
rin and MeNair was the fact
that they made it known to the
Mayor that they knew what
their rights as American eiti-
zens were; and that if they
were under arvest, to prefer
charges and place them in jail.
If he was not going to prefer
charged, release them or pre-
pare to suffer the conse-
guences,

This was a new type of Negro
to the Mayor; a type that was-
n't docile; and I don't believe
he knew quite what to do with
them. The way in which Me-
Laurin and McNair handled
themselves with the Mayor is
applicable to many situations
Jin which the Negro finds him-
sell in conflict with the whites.
If he stands up and demands
to be treated justly and with
respect, most of the time he
will be treated thusly; or at
least with care.

Next week: HOT DAYS AND
DUSTY ROADS,

s e ———

CORRECTION

In last week's FREE PRESS
{Sepiember 29) the byline:
Charles Bulis appeared under
the article “"Union Democracy
in Action” on page two, The
byline belonged with the ‘‘per-
gonal view'" feature article that
appeared under the head, “Me-
redith in Jackson."
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Jackson, Mississippi
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INTIMIDATION OF VOTERS SEEN Personal View
ON NaTionAL TeLEVISION show | Mleredith In Oxfor .

While the rest of the nation
watched an hour-long CBS doe-
umentary of the problems that
face Negroes who attempt to
register to vote in Mississippi,
the people of this state had to
sge 4 rerun. The television
special entitled *Missizsippi
and the 15th Amendment” was
blacked oul of all stations that
reach into Mississippi, Tt was
thought that the reazon for the
no show was that mueh of the
film was concerned with the
voling procedures of Theron C,
Lynd of Hattiesburg, Lynd,
Hattiesburg clerk-registrar, is
the principal ligure in a con-
tempt case now being consid-
ered by three judges of the
United States 5th Clreuit Court
of Appeals. The decision on that
case is nol expected until some-
time in November,

No Meredith Case
The program also included
seenes [rom the elash belween
the federal government and the
segregationist state officials.
It was clearly pointed out by
David Schonbrun, CBS Wash-
inglen Commentator who was
moderator, that such an inei-
dent would nol take place I
Negroes were voling and ex-
erting their political influence
on elected officials. Time and
again, however, the TV camera
caught Mississippl registrars
systematically refusing to reg-
ister Negro citizens. On several
occasions the cameras were
hidden in order to gel the “ex-
pose.”
The film also had an inter
view with Mrs. Sisson, inio
whose home a passing shol-

Pl Lkt

"W Service ANl Makei Of
Radiss and Elecitvical
ApMiawcer™
CASTON'S APPLIANCE

824 Whichield Mill Road

Eunner fired a few weeks ago.
Mrs. Sisson in her Ruleville
home, pointed out, before the
natlonwide audience, where
the pellets came through the
window fan and lodged in the
wall on the other side of the
mom. Again the moderator
pointed out that such brutal
actions could not happen if the
Negro was able to vole and
eleet law enforcement officers
wha would assure prosecution
of anyvone who committed such
acltg, The bullels shot inlo the
Sisson’s home seriously injured
two girls; shots were also fired
into two othed nearby homes.
The shootings were all directly
altributed to citizens' participa-
tion in the local voler regisivia-
tion activity,

Citizenz of the United States
suw actual filma of the barviers
that obstruct the rights of citi.
zens of Mississippi. Several
civil rights leaders in the siate
have expressed their hope that
by thiz revelation of the situ-
ation, public sentiment will
force legislalion to remove
some of the barrviers.

A e 2
Meredith In College . . .
(Continned fram Page 1)
onstrations and return the uni-

versity to normal. The editor, a!

coed, had previously chasiized
the Jackson Daily News for iis
distortions and for its consistent
appeal to emotionalism. It
seems that the students either
obeyed or, more likely, already
agroed with the policiez of the
paper. The students, for the
great part, did nol participate
in the demonstrations beflore or
after Meredith's appearance,
Reports from Oxford reveal
that although many students
left the campus for their own
prolection, those remaining
were willing to go Lo classes in-
cluding those that Meredith ai-

* | tended.

STAMPS' AMERICAN
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CENTRAL
METHODIST CHURCH

500 iorth Farish St. — Jackien
Rev, E. A Mays;, Pastor

Waorship:

il 5. m. and 7 p. m. Each Sunday
Sunday Schosl #:30 a, m.
MYE Mosting 3:00 Each Sundey
Fastor's Phene FL 20154
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lat the Universily of Missiszippi
{and throughout the state. And

This is an exclusive report®

written by one who wasx on the
Ole Miss campus from Sunday
afternocon through Monday afi-
ernoon during the height of the
violence,

In the early atternoon Sun-
day, the campuz was relatively
quiet, Few people were around,
the weather was nice. I.j‘lth-l
activity was in evidence, and it
was, all in all, a calm, peace-
ful Sunday afternoon.

Then, word came around 2
o' clock that highway patrolmen
had sealed off all emtrances Lo
the campus, In about another

Jackson Clergﬁ_ |
Send Letters
To 3 Officials

A group of Jackson ministers
sent  letlers 1o the governor,
the mayor of Jackson, and the
sheriff of Hinds Countly “‘eall-|
ing for reason, law, and order.”
The ministers pointed out that
Americans must be “united in
maintaining the principles upon
which our Democracy is Tound-
ed."

The letler reads as follows;

“We, the undersigned minis- |
terg, being deeply concerned
with the peace, prosperity, and
progress of all the people of the
state of Mississippl lift our
voices in calling lor reason,
law, and order. We feel that the |
future of our stale depends en-
tirely upon this, There cannol
v peace, prosperity, and prog-
ress without law and order,

“We plead for the under-
standing, the cooperation, and
the protection of all citizens in
this hour of great crisis.

“We cannot push back the
tides of communism, unless we
are united in mainlaining the
principles upon which our de-
mocracy is founded. We com-
mend all officials who have
helped maintain law and order

we hereby pledge our suppori
and our prayvers Lo all efforis
to bring peace, prosperily, and
progress o our beloved stafe.

We call apon all who believe in
ihe Bible to Join in earnest
prayer for Divine Guidance.™

This letier wag signed by P.
E. Lott, B, D. Rushing, L. L.
Williams, R. L. T. Smith, and
5. L. Whitney. All five men are
pastors,

LEAM
OMFORTADLE
ONVENIENT

Summers Holel

Rooms with private bath
619 W. Pearl 5t. — Jackson

Fl 2-8B405 or FI 13-6586

W._ 1. Summers, Prop.
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JONES PHARMACY

I'm Buvinen For Your
Healihe

Dial FL 2-8381
FREE DELIVERY

912 Lynch Street

Jacksan, Miss,

SMITH’S

SUPER MARKET

1253 Valley Street

FOURTH STREET
DRUG STORE

"Clarkidale's Economy Dvug
Slara™

213 FOURTH STREET
CLARKSDALE. MISS.
Telephane: Main 4-291)
Advon Henry — Cliffon Swith
Pharmacist Phavmarig

hour, planes began to appear
sverbead. One could see lirge

{ iransports beginning to arrive

and unload thelr human cargo
at the Oxford airport, while

several jet planes constantly
burzed the area. It was then
clearly apparent that the at-

tempt o register Meredith and
to bring him onto the Ole Miss
rampus was going o be made
that afternoon instead of the
next day ax had been earlier
expecied. Tension at thiz point
rose rapidly. Highwav patrol
cars began to pour onlo the
campue.

Mevedith, with his eseort, uar-
rived around 6:30 at the Ly
ceum Building on the ¢ampus,
It was then evident thalt an
apreement had been worked ow
between the State Highway Pa-
trol and the federal govern-
ment. It was
Meredith eould nol be regis-
tered that night because i1 was
Sunday, but that he would be

repiglered the next morning,
which did occur at 8:30, 14 vio-
lent howrs later,

Meredith was token to Bax-
ter dormitory, a three story
brick structure located on the
highest point in the area. Un-
fortunalely, the highway pa-
trol appears to have made no
atiempt to either prevent oul-
side agitators with dangerous
weapons from getting into Ox-
ford or onto the Ole Mizs cam-
pus. As a result, a crowd began
to gather around the Lyeceoum
Building, and bottles, rocks and

|other missiler were thrown at

the marzhalz prolecting the
structure.

Tear gue then began 1o go off.

Colonial Bakers . . .

{Continwed frou. Poge 1)

Harts bakers are presenily

giriking in order to gain recog-|

nitien ag a unjion so that they
may have a voice in deciding
the amount Lheir Lalents are
worth,
Raise Living Siandards

Haigler said, ““The settlement
at Colonial demonsirates the
influenee a union can have on
raising the standard of living in
this state.” Haigler had earlier
gaid in conneclion wilh the
Harts sirike that the reason
why the men were so interested
in having a wnion in the plant
was nol only te raise their own
living standard, but to help set
a pattern for the whole state to
pay its workers more for their
S0rviees,

announced that |

Then guns and other dangerous
weapons such as Molotov cock-
tills began to appear in the
crowd, apparenily brought in
by the outzide agitators and not
by the Ole Miss students. Inter-
spersed between the firing of
tear gas canisters, one could
hear vifle and gun fire through-
out the night. Every five min-
ules or sa & high roar would go
up lrom thousands of voices as
i a champlonship football game
were being played, About 11 or
12 ot might, the word came back
that people were actually being
kilted and seriously injured and

[that federal reinforcements
were on the wayv,
In the early hourst of the

morning, federal force began to
arrive, and about 4 o'clock it
began lo rout the rioters and
the aard core of the agitators.
Aboul 8 in the morning the cam-
pus wias declared secure, the
urea was heavily populated
with patrolling troops. Well into
the day mop up operations were
going on in the city of Oxford.

Az more troops poured in, the
city was completely sealed off;
and ma=s arrests were made.
Personsg were interrogated five
at @ time in the Lyceum Build-
ing.

50 ended a night of lear and
tragedy, with two dead, many
injured and the state govern-
menl of Mississippi apparently
waitling for the next battle while
the world walches,
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MOB VIOLENCE OPPOSED

BY MISS. BUSINESSMEN

In & sublle attack on the Jack-
son Daily News and other ele-
ments of our slale's racist
press, 135 Mississippi profes.
siona! and business leaders
called om the news media (o
“refrain from the publication
"of inflamatory stalements.”

Local newspapers have con-
tinued to print letiers and re-
ports urging violent resistance
to Jumes Meredith's enlrance
into the University ol Missis-
sippi. Jackson radio stations
last week falsely announced
that federal marshalz were
aboul to arresl Barnell and
urged people to form a human
barricade around the gover-
nor's mansion.

Fear Business Loss

Tae businessmen are ap-
parenlly concerned aboul eco-
nomic injuries caused by the
anfi-Meredith agitation, When
Meredith was refused asdmit-
tance to (the Stale Office Build-

L. C Carr Avto Parts
and General Repair

Phona 351.5702
Lynch Addition. Jackion

ing in a registration altempi,
some oul-of-slate businessmen
with appointments to discuss
Missisgippi prospects with state
officials were forced to push
their way through the hostile
crowd. Most businessmen are
not enthusiastic about setling
up planis in 8 “war zone."

The declaration, signed by a
former Jackson mavor, several

bank presidents and other in-!

fluential big business and pro-
fessional men, attacked the 1954
Supreme Court desegregation
decision as immeoral and illegal,
bul asserled thalt mob rule and
violence should nol be allowed
L FEoecur,

Urge Arresi Agitalors
Public officiuls were urged io

immediately advocate the main- |

tenance of law and erder and Lo
investigate, arrest and prose-
cute individuals who had inciled
riots against Meredith’s regis-
tration a' Ole Miss.

The statement urged students
lo return lo the University and
appealed for resirvaint to save
the sinte’s institutions of higher
learning.
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“SAVE AT
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Legislature Reapportions State;

Bill Probably Will Not Pass Court

By u vole of 96-37 the Mizsis-
sippi House of Representatives
voled to accept a Senate pro-
posal that would reapportion the
legislature to consist of 82 sen-
ators and 133 representatives.
This action is the reason why
the lawmakers were called to
the speciul session by the gov-
ermor. Prior to the session, Gev-
ernor Barnett had said that re-
apportionment was the sole
purpose for calling the legisla-
ture. Although the date lor the
special session was, for a long
period of time indefinite, when
it became clear that James
Mervedith might attempt to en-
roll in the University of Missis-
sippi on Lhe 191h of September,
the date for the legislature was
conveniently called on the 18th.

Pass New Law

The legislature, before it gol
down to the business of reap-
portioning did pass new laws
which were aimed al keeping
Meredith from being able (o en-
roll. One local paper even used
the headline describing the leg-
islation as “Block Meredith™”
laws. With fits and slarts, how-
ever, the congressmen began
fo work on redistricting ihe
stale,

Given Unlil Now, 1

The lawmakers have until
the [irst of next month in order
to determine the number of leg-
islators each area may elect.
The plan must meel the ap-
proval of the courts. Judge
Horton of Hinds counly has
submilled a plan that would go
into effect if the proposal of the
apecial session does not gel the
court's aceeptance. The state,
which has nol been apportioned
since the Mississippl Constitu-
tion was adopted in 1880, does
not have & legislalure that has
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tequal

g membership in proportion
to the population

Reason For Reapporiionment

The reason that respporiion-
ment has been required in Mis-
gissippl is that there s such a
great  representation of the
rural areas as compared to the
urban areas,

The lew cities, which contvain
large parts of the stute’s popula-
tion, have only a small per
cent of the voice al the capitol,
For instance, under the system
that Mississippi is presently ar-
ranged, Hinds Counly, which
gecording o the 1960 census
had 187,043, had three and one
hall vole: in the House, while
Yazoo with only 31,653 has an
volce. Benlon county,
with a population of only 7,723,
or aboul 4 per cenl of Hinds
county, has one and one hall
voles. To further the confusion,
Jones county although it has a
population of 53,542—more than
seven times as large as Benlon
—has less voice with only 1 vote,

New Proposal

The Senaie, which was dis-
iricted somewhat acording to
population under the old slyle
i5 guided solely by geography in
the present proposal. Each
county would receive two sena-
lors. In this inslance, Benlon's
7000 would have the same
voice as Hinds 187,000, The pro-
posal also allows one represen-
tative from each county, re-
gardless of population. Because
the new resolution culs the
number of representatives

from 149 o 133, there would be |}

only 51 seals to decide among
the more populated regions, in-

Riddick’s Drug Store
Prescriphion Specialiir

10 Ave. | — Phone GL 3-2334

Greenwood, Miss.

Call far Fres Delivery

siead of the 58 under the pre-
vious method

Expected To Be Unacceplable
Because (he reapportioning
is supposed to bring the voice
of the people more nearly inlo
line with the number of people
in each counly, it is doubtful
that the recently passed bill
will be acceptnble to the courts.
i the courls refuse to allow
the plan of the Mississippi leg-
islature, than the plan submit-
ted by Judge Horton will be pul
into effect. As Horion is elected
by Hinds County wvoters, it is
not surprising that his plan is
particularly favorable to lhe
more heavily populated areas.
House speaker, Walter Sil-
lers, fearful that the proposal
would not pass the courtls,
urged that the bill be delealed
and one [avoring the cities
somewhal more be substifuted.
3

Ruleville . . .

(Continued from Page 1)

week end gathering alfidavitz
from workers and citizens sac-
tive in the wvolter registration
campaign,

In addition, citizens of Rule-
ville sent letters direct to Pres-
ident Kennedy demanding Fed-
eral help.

Compliments af . . ,
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