
. GREE:'lVILLE·; ·: ;usslSS'IPPI:: . ··,· :·~ · ·:! 
• . • \ :. ; \ .~ ' '1 -

Over 100 Sharecroppers are moving fr~~- ~sE~~~e city ' ' i n Greenvil!e• 
•·Ussissippi this week, 50 milea . ·.f:lw.ay.' .t.~ . : sixty acres of land they re 
buying near ~ayersville in Isaqueena Coutny. The-100 R~PP~~ . ~~~~ 
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the gro~p from the !tississlppi nelt a ~hat sat-in at the Greenville 
Air Force base, January 31. After the shnrec r 9ppers were evic~ed , 
from the ~~ A ·U· :. F'orce ; b)!se, they· were in-<li~ea ·· to ··· i'~H:rike ' ~tty" . by ·· (fi~~t r;· 
familt.es thr6~m ~ off." the land ! last - ~ay; · ' Th'e IOO ' fam'tlies~ · ~rho ·· are · ·• · 
joined . daily .. ~.)r · other · d-isplace<i -plantat i on· workers~ hope tQ ~t,Jild ;) . 
nelo~ comniunity .·.irl Isaquecna Co\lnty. · .:· •· .. -:; ., ! .J. ·. · . . · • . , · : 
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~l}c:p.:~c;r.<>.P.P.~ . .L~ ~~·.Q..ti ~: · Th~ · sharecroppers \otere e;r~c~. ~d .. from . 
farms the it families '; had ·worked for generations bec~1,1se ·of ' r::lpid · 
mechanization . of ' farn:t . ~lork · and ·'·because ' black belt'. Negi"oes are ;regis­
tering · to vote~ . l·trs .: ' unita '· ntackwell: ~ · S.NCC staff memljer ·~' said, '' . 
II T h i ~ is a f r e ~ z. e 0 u t • " . A .... tis ~ i ~ ~ i I?' p r ~ ":" ~ e ~ 0~ De m 0 c ~ ~ t i ~ p a~~ y' ~ ~ . 
spokesman s·ald .. t.here ; is a .. concentrated ··effort to get Ne g roes off the 
plantation. ·: . · . 

Alth·ough ' th·e·re -' ll'as- been ~-~. rarg'e m:ovell'ient · ~· f ~egr~~- ~ ; to .. ~heji. ~t~~·s · . .' .. 
d uri rlr, the .. past ·~ t~o~en ty'.:.fi,'ve · years~ . t ne ···no\,emi:m t . has . re c'e n t 1 y ll,e «;l-0.' .... ·. . 
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accelerated c•by ~~lb'at ·:s'om~{'j'~e·rm a '·jil'arr:' ·:The· ' ~fississippl' ' EmptQ.Jr:m~.nt . .. · 
Securit·y · Commfssi·ot'C' repotits t'na't' 1''eve·n se~t- skii'led · · jo~·~· ·· ar:~ ·: c:;n_· ·. t 'he .. . J 

decline:.· · '!Of 26;.·000· ·t ·ratt'or drivers livinf, l.iith · t'h~fr Jamil'fe~ on . 
Oelta plantat; t o:ns;. ·6,'500 r~-711; 1 be ·j'obless· ·by sprinp,... .. . : : · .. ·.· 
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Fe deral Go.veunment Attack~d: Desperate, and tdth no ·fdrid 'ot· jobs;·· 
the s~arecroppers at a February 1 press conference, declared t~ey . ~~ 
"have·: .no ' g.ov.errim·e·n.t ;"' > Thre ) p.e 'op'ie.demande~d' the · '5'-edera·l · cov·~r'nine:nt. gt.i:ar'-: 
8 U t e e : II f 0,0 d j 'j:ob" S t ' ' J Q b · t tt a in in~ ; :1 n COme. t , 1' and'; ." . t h e Y: '.f 4 r t h li r . d ~ ln a I)-

1

, 

ded th a t O?e·i .. cition !ielr>--~'t·he·· ·'!fis'sissip~i ··st<!te f9od · 'ofs·t~ri~u.t ,6 :~n. : ... 
p rog rar.r- ... ·-be ' 5 t :o-p-ped '.and' t1la t ~ o·pe rafion· treads t a 'r t be i .'n' i t i ~te 'd, . . '" 
When askcd·- ~y · a re~ort~r ~f ·~h~~ corisfdcted ·t6emse1Ves ~ou~d ·~j ·~he . 
Federal· Gove:rnm~'nt~, · . Hr~·:.rsaa·c· ·,p:os 'ter, ··a· resident of · Tribb.ett', /Hss.~ · , 
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said, " t.Je1 must s:t-art: buildin·g: ·a net>~ co·untry, '·d. th our o,.,n laws·. _, o.ur ~ 
own eriforcemcnt ••• Our ~oal is leading away fro m depending on ~he · 
system for anythinr,. And I would like to ~ay that .every , P .o_o,r ,, p,~:rson 
that ~-Till: ·'c:orne is ·:· ,ie.lcome' .:•• · · ·· · : ·" · 
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Poverty P'io?.·ram· . .Att~cl~e·d: The~ Feder'af·:G:o..v.e .. rnment' s po\r.~rty P,~·9·~ ·ram · 
is also· .. un~er .. ,. attack. by Hegr·Q farmers. The m~dian· inc()me of t1egroes 
in the Del·ta · . ~s $456" a y 'enr ·· (USDA' repo.r ·t, 11/64). A fami'ty' of f~ve 
wi tho.ut·.· a bre·ad~linnet· ··(or·· '>~hose breachJ:(nh:e;r · · is ur\em.p loyed ) . . m~s ( 'l .:Lve 
on $6'27. a: .year· in general· i 'ss"istanc·c ··('abo'ut .$12. a ueek.). The .Fe.d~ .. 
erai Gover:n 'ement .says '· a fani'ily oe ·f'ive · maki'ni less than $4;000 ·is . 
living in poverty. Reverand Arthur Thomas, d ,irector of .t .}le D~,laa · 
'Hnistry of.: the ·llat'ion'al Council'· of' Cburche's '; .criticized .th~. ~Uss.- ·. 
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issipp.i fo .od · di·strlb.ution· program • . · The program is based " 'on the , . 
untenable a.'ssumption that \1elfare a'g.encies and conn,ty boa'rd .s .o .f : 
supervisors to~i1 .t: act. in a · nondiscriiTiinat6ry 'manner •• .• "- SJ:rikfng .. out 
at the totat poverty program·; •1rs." · 'ida·· ,~ :a'e La'wrence s'aid, ' 1'You Rnot-1, 
,le ain't dUT"'b, even if we are poor. ~-le need . j ,ohs. H~ n.e .ed food • . : .. 
tle need hous.es ·. But'' even tlith t 'he pc'v e i:ty 'program l>~e. 'kfn''t got. . 
pothing : but . need's;, •• " ' • !' t 




