
\ 
I~~DIATE EE~ASE ~ 

'·· '· :~ 

newly formed Mississippi ·.· 

Department of Labor 

The union .· organized less th~~ · a week ago has over .500 niem-
; ,·. I • 

bers in six counties. 

The meeting~ al~o sponsored bl. a number of state agehci~s a nd 

· the Mississ _iPP_i~·-·n~~ t ·a.:::'"council•·a.n. ·-owners- gr oup, dealt with farm 

labor io the Delta ~ 

The picketers protested the fact that no Negroes were invi ted 

to speak or particpate in the conference. An organizer for t he 

MFLU explained, " The conference dealt with the fate of thousands - . . . . .. . -·· .. 

of Negroes and none of us were invited to particpate. 11 
.. - . ... .. . , . . -

Membors of the Freedom Labor Union, formed April 9, 1965, have 

.eign~P.. pledge forms c~.l.~ip~_<, r~~.:>~~·~l~~~:~? minimum wage; an eigh~ ho~r ' 
•) ·~. o ,• ·~~ • I ,"{~:• ·~· o •~;;~.•;£ ,' 

day with time and a half fo'r overtime b children under 16 and people 
• - • • " . • • .. • • .. • .... ~ • ... .. . ·~ ·'f • • • • • • -... - · • ' - • • 

~ ,\ 

over 60 not having to work; . sick le'ave and free modi cal ~are; full 

compensation from the government for thoso who can not get jobs; 
. .. . 

health ·-and acciden:t~su:ance_;-a.n~ ~ g.uar empl o ymo-n:t-· pr a·c-t icos -ln .... 

wages ·, hiring and wor~ing _co~di tiona .~ 

Union members have pledged to use all forms of dire ct act i on 

including "strikes, picketing and boyco~t~," t~ .. win their demands. 

--more--



The union was formed in Shaw, Miss~'• when 11.5 .Yorkers signed 
: '. . ~: ,,~ ~- . - , ~ . ~ ·! ?'• ' .. ' .• ~~~.{~ ." • '' . -

the· pledge forms. 11 The 'idea for the ... unioi"i" came out of a Freedom 
~ ' . • • • • • f ' !<; .. .. 

Sc_!lool Matting," ~aid_ Ge_or?e Shelton a ''resident of Shaw and organ-

, . 

izer for tho MFLU. "Vle felt that we should be getting a fair price · 

for what we were working for," he add~d. 

Shelton explained that, people down horo get $1.75 a day for 

choppine cotton for a te~ hour d~y. ~' 

11Ton members of our union havo--goae-en strike, 11 Sholton sa.id • 

"They .will only liDOrk for $1.25 an hour." 

Tho. Mississippi union has orgaizad workers in Bolivar, Sunflower, 
11 .. .. ...., •• • ~ 

Washington, Issaquena, Shnrke!. and Holmes Counties. '~e have been 
J 

contacted by interested part~ie~ in o. number of counties in tho Delta," 

said Robort Well a worker for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 

corrunittee. 
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