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Re: The MFLU 

The Northern of'tioe ha.s been disturbed by the leek ' of infonna'ti.on 
about the Miesi.ssippi Freedau Labor Union arrl by rumors o:f' mismsnallf.lnent 
of' funds and factions within t he union. We have ~ lso f'elt a need to 
have, a clear~r picture of what it is the U~ion needs and ' what the t . 

northern sta.t.f' can do to fill those needs. · 

Week bef·ore llurt 1 went over ·to the Delta to see What the et0!7' wa.s. 
I did. not talk to the Chairman of the Union, but I did talk with seVeral 
local peoole in the Delta and. s.e·veral memoors of the :qucc staff. 

I don't think it is necessary to go· into a long description of' the kind 
of lire that most of the peaplo in the union have liv&d. You know about 
·tne poverty al)d squa1o•r, the hungry stomaehs, ttw crowd~ cold houses·, 
the de·spair that canes from not kno,·ring where yoUr •next meal or your 
children's next meal is coming from, We ' assume· you know bow it feels, 
perhaps, to bav·e lost y·cur 30¢ an hour job because of the movement. · 
activity arrl have no prospects for ever gettinp: another Qne:., 

' · r .V 

~e folFUI began last spring· a.t a Freedan School meeting ·n• Oreemt00(11 
Miss., when farm workers decided t hey fttoulli strike !or a ·a.ece·nt holtt'ly 
wage, une.nployment compensation, time an:t:l a half £c:ir OVf'rtime, and Other 
things t.hat enable people to live a dec~nt life in retunl' for their · 
1 .r1.bor.. SNCC ~1orkers Bob \-Jetl and Nary 0 ue Galle tel:r were workillg on the 
union .l.ast sprlng., along with Liz Fusco, who at that time was on the 
CORE staff. , 

The workers' approach was to l et the locsl peonle run thear own union .. 
This meant raise all their funds , do their own organi.zing and communica
tion.s work and in srort--si.nk or s'rim• Problems involved in obtaining 
food and housing and clothi ng for the people who went ·On strike wel:'e 
turned over directly to the local peoole and Bob snd Mary Sue provided 
them with names of people to wr:itc to in the north an::J ask :for suppart. 

Local people wrote their mm letters, . did their o·wn. :fund raising and 
press wcrk. The Northern Office in Atlanta was specifically asked 
not to interfere or to raise supplies a.nd money for the union bec.ause 
theee workers wanted to give the local peaole a chance to develop ~rrl 
learn to carry on the union aft.er they left. We agreed. 

The local people also did tl1e 1r own bookkeeping. 

The strike was na. a succe r!s , the. local oeople say, although l'llm\Y workers 
stayed away from the fields an:J numy maids stayed out of' the White. 
folk~' homes last spring. 

The Union was never· chartered under the laws of the .state or any other 
l aws. 

In add1t:ton to this; anparent1y n.o sy ~tem of ackno\-rledging contributions 
to the union was ever set up andtew receipts were ever sent o-ut. One 
labor union in the north sent several thousand dollars down~ but there is 
apparently no a.ccounting for it. 

Last .swmner a 11 fl"eedom garden" t<~aa cul 'M.vated to help raise money f'or th.e 
li.":i, nt.~r. HcrA:aver• people who r.mrked in the gard·en needed .food and it wae 
d:ts·t:.:-ibuted .among them. .. 

Th:i.!f fall the union people decided that in order to survive, they would 
hav.e to go back to the fi·elds ami help harvest the cott011 crop, and 
PE!!Dple have done so·. Of cours e , many folks don 1t have any bp.pe of 
going back to work and are unemployed. 
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$30,000 w·orth of food and clothes collected by the Natfoll$1 ' ~.t:udent. 
Association. 

The Delta t1inistry establi sh~d welfar~ eo~ttes. thtoougtr ; ~he~ · ·~ : , '· ' . . ·. 
movanent contacts to ·distribute the !ocd an<l clothe.s ~ich . were diffJt~en~ .' 
from. welfare cornmi ttees local union people ha·d; set un ·to di~:ttil,dt~ . t·ood . 
and clothes. Each canmuni ty 'irr.ere the Delta ~Unlstr:v has· d.tstribu,ted ·· · · 
the food and clothes has been snlit into .fa.ctions. Some .commu.nities · 
·were already split over t he distt·:l.bution O·f food and clothes which the 
union had handled arrl vtere tl·1en spl it again. 

My 'impression of the labor union \.Jas r.ather disccurav.ing~ . 'Peopl·~ are. 
stil l S'Ufferin~, but they have not begun workinr. to· geth~;'r be~~mse': of 
c\ivi.sions am factions ,.Ji thin ccmnnmi ties over who gets ~~;~t !qpd and 
what money. In some tmms peorlle on one end of to.-vm wai•t have anything 
to do with people· in th e other part of town •. I .t ·is !lnnor,tant tQ . · 
rem·ember that this is not t he ft:rst tirn~ welfare pt-.o~rain$ ha_ve di.e.%"'\XPted 
cmnm~mlti. es of very poor and orrpressed peo~"'le. · · · 

The tlorthern office feels t h a t l•!e should .~sl< peonle .1n t .l:).~L~Px'~h .to· . . ., 
send f'oo1 and clothing to the Delta d espite the condition. of .the union 
structure because there is s 1.tch a despera~e need for it. At a. Union,. 
meeting in Shaw last Friday, Octo ber 22, loc~l peop~e als.o asked 
that people in the north be contacted a~ut sendin~ toys .for. t.he 
children at Christmaa. vJe, f e el it ie also lmoortant that nortl1ern 
groups, when s endi .ng sunnlie s like thl, s dow,n to the Del ta_;:o mak:e .$Ul;e ~ , 
th.;.t boxes go to each comrrmn.i ty directly_ (,se·e list of 19C .~ls ,in ()ct1 28 
FOS mailing) and not .1ust to the union ,bE)ndquarte.l'S. We .a~~ going 
ahead with promoting . 1~hese dr i ves in the north-. But we fe-el th $t peoole 
~fho work in the northern offices sho tud have· a.n underst.P.ndil'lg .qf -wpat 
the union is doi.n g at thia sta rrc . · , . · 
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We also feel there is a ne ed for a staff person to work directly f·witli 
the HFLU who can help s t r a i p- h t en out the books, work on gettin~ 
inf ormation out to nor thern s ur.:r;orters, and eoordi.n .l'lt.e a ,fair distribltton 
of food, clothinn,: and o th er r ccour cen. soon.,. 
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