
October 13, 196S 

MEMO to Friends of SN CC: · ·' 

. ~n ~'!ississiopi more than· 8So peopJe1 are on .. strike during .this cotton ... 
'CJtCking season. . A~ the winteri gets, colder, food and fuel and shelt~r 

.. ge,t, scarcer for Negroes all dver the sbut1u For those on str1.ke . in the 
Delta .this winter tvill be esJ?ecl~llly· severe. Here is a letter fro m 
·one of the' leliders of :the 1'-IF!..U: ,··r ·· · 

a ! ¥; ': '- • , ~ ~ .. ' ' 1 I'~ ., ~· . 

: ·•·:.: ri~·a~ Sir: : · f.·· · :· 

I • 

' : ,I ' .· 
I 

t . 

Irf :'the Missis.sippi.J:Delta there !.s more cotton grmm .t.h~~umy other .. 
p~;-t of Am.erica. · here has , been no minimum Waf!.e l~w established in 

·· ;: , ;ragarding·· ra;rm ·.labor; ·espebi'ally in the Mississi-ppi Delta in · ·~ .. 
. . . small town nmne' ·shaw,· 'Miss*' : · · · . . i. , . . , .. · · . . , 

. . ,. .. l / ! ~ - 1 ( ' ' : . ~ ' ( t ' ; 

These people feel very strongly about do-ing sometQ.ing ·regard1n~ . . .. 
the wages they are getting for chonping cotton ~2 '1 50 to lJ. rJO for 
ten.._,hour a day. So tn May, 1965, a group of PE'OPl.e who have been workln11, 
in ivil . i~hts movement decided that they would form a labor union. 
They called 'all the cotton choppers, trucl< driver.s toe-ethf"r to ask 

.. ; . th~m if·.they ·would be willing ,to .inj n the union and· r.o <?n strike for 
h;igher. :w:a ges ~."' · 

The Nissis!liPPi r'reedom Labor Union has annroximatelv AR6 members on 
strike. in five cities in th,e- .sta\Jc;; thGir demands are basic: , 
.tl.25 minimum per hour, in eigl1t hour' a day. with time and half 
ov~r t1.me, slck -pay, health and accident insurance and equal em .. 

. :·P1oyment practices in l.vages~ hiring and working conditicms~ · . 
.. . . . \ . 

The ci.ties involved are: Tr'ibettv tnr. str~kers; Clevelar:d, 15q; 
Shaw 230; Sidon' 43; and H-os edalc' 1~~ • :i.nce workin~ J.n ~he se arr?as 
cott~n fi·elds 1.s .the -chief source of 1.ncome .f?r Ne~oes in h~ 
· r 11· f th ·· --· thP strik'~ng mtmbers are .n 

.inth§ ~~-~!' a_nd a o e.ye<:n,.T , . .. we will need· the 
d f money food and clotlnng. ... hcrefo_r.~, __ . _ .. . . . __ ---·· .::~ 

nee o . · . ' . . ~U h are deenly c mcerneu 
support Of . our many friends .Hl the .-_n.or 1 \1 0 t wha.t we' nC€d 'most whj Cfl 

with' the wa~ea· ,::Jrohlem ·who arc conf r or} ted wi d~d fqr the strikers and 
. :-·. is money,: , but food anr'l clothi nR: c.ll.~e a .so nee~ . 

their fanilies, 

·· · Please s~d your. contrtbutions to thE Community 'Relief F~d, in care 
of . ··;rs. 1'1ary '~-1awkins, no Box 1?6, ShaH, Mi.ss. 

Yours for Freedo~, 
Hrs. Mary Hav1kins 

.• A_ more detailed renort on the labm~ union will follow next w~<·kl! 
tqgether with the names 8!J.d. addresses of more union contacts. ""ut 
SNCC. IS ASKING FRillNDS ):J-(; .THE .NOH'l'H TO m~GIN PLANNrt-fr. Nnw F(i:l F()(JJ) 

. A~lD SUPPLY DRIVJ!:S TllJ\'l' '\>ITT}, qELP THE; PFCir'TF 0N S'l'RTKr FNnlTRF . THE 
HARSH .. VJ.+NT$,. 


