
a :..VO · :T I ~i TJI~ DEfU'A . 
by .\LVIl . n l(lU· Chairman C((~vvllnddJIMIID 

In tho 1-Iissis.::lip:: i Delta t.1oro i:~ mor~ cotton b~ing croun-~ 
1n any othor p nrt o f Amcric ·1 . Si .c o tho~-o hn.s been no minimum 
\·to.go lat~ c:~ t~bli sh ed .ro ,n:cdi1 g f"lrrn ldbor, oapcc iallv in the His­
sissippi .:1re ei. , t o poo1 lo in .. ~m. 11 t o"rn n.:uo;10 d Sho.w, Hiss i ssi,)pi 
f'cl t very stronc; ly : bout do i 1 so : .~ot ing r t)ec".rd . ng the uc.gos ,,,e 
nr0 now get -L e for cLo1 p i~ co t · on, Hl ic.1: a r o '.,i).$0 for £'. ten 
hour <lC~.y . So o. sLnl l group of 1 · sc.x ~ co! lo , IJ.10 1a:ve been. l-rorlcing 
\.fi.th civi l x~ig.ht s co:1rr.uttoes de cl cd in l•'l y of 1 , 65 t hat they 
~rould f on ::t l ::tbor union, .o.nd c all 11 of the cot ton chop:,ors 
nnd truck 'rivers to{3oth r t o sk t hem i.J:' they uould Le Hilli.ng 
to join tho union nnd g on st.rilo fo ... hi g o r -rn.go.s • 

Si .. lce v or!::in.c; in tho co t t on f i c 1ds is t e ohiof sot: reo of 
income for r,.ost F·e g l'•oc ·; in ~h o surt lr.1cr tm d fall of the· yoo..r, they 
fcl t ~~ 1 i ttle r .J.UC to. tt b out ,j '1 ing tho bot' uni on, which r,.ta,s 
l o. tol" n=un tho His:::dnsippi Froc: c;,J L bor Un ion. After t lkine; 
to those people, tho sm al l u; ro l r• of lJc oplo l·Jh o fo:rrnod tho Union 
s a t . dolrn and begnn to Hri.tc l o t ur t o aif:f.'orent people .nd fint~S 
1n the North t o he p S\lppor t u s ..... n our s true;gle for _"l igl'le•r uages • 
which ' -Tou1d be ::a.25 an ~1. o .1 f or cont non 1 · bor. 

'1\ro we ek " o..fter . the p eo )lC. i- vha.u started tm l abor union 
th o i de a s .. x>e d to C1cvcl o.nd, r. ,, & iss ippi , Hhich is about oleven 
miles north of Sha'"• 1 .. c r occduros 110 tool:: vrcre these: Tho 
nig!1t before t..,o b eeo.n to s trlto H t t\.wnty-fivc or m.ore peo­
ple 'l.i:lc ucro mombers djf tho l'ni i. t o c, tch trttc!:!l t ~~.t carried 
c ot t on chop . e rs. Tho f .. l .o · i ng , orning t _ o tHen.~.:y-fi vc or more 
people cau · t a t r u cL .::u : ~ ·Iont •• t e 'rho.:~1ps. on plo.nt a t .ion. Ten 
minutes rU'to:r \110 h d n.!'X' i vo .. on t - 0 Thomp.son I B plc.n.t ~lltion t ho u­
nion H)O l c beStu"'1 l t~. t t il . on fro cl o:rn butt ons and asking people 
to rron on strike for ,.ore t l ... m )3 • .:; 0 · dn.y . Tl1e· vou.nser people 
Hero \·rillin · t o c;o on stril·o b c ,'.. so tl, oy t·rcro tire d of c 1opping 
every stlLuer f or .;;;3. 50 or l os s . So LJB { tl r e vr thotr h oes d01m 
n:nc.. \ralJ.:: od out of tl1o fields, but t ho r o H'O"".a .five ~old l '1.d :'L os vsho 
romninod in the· fi t) ld. Tho~r 1 • o 1 ter forced to len.ve tht3 field 
b e cnuec mo3t of t ·1e poo ~ lc 1 ~ ~ e l up to GO nl'ld t :1l !· to the 
pla.nt0-ti on o :nor .nd ~ sl-:: f r mar mon oy . Mr. Thomp s on offered 
)_r) .OO ~ c'ny f o r chO! ~' il e, Ut .. e t o d t o p i c!}: twonty -.fiVO of 
tho oldei' people. Tho g rou p d i n ot · u rco tdt h him. 'Ihcy said 
to r-tr. Tho ,lp son, 1'l.f y ou c .::uJ. 1 t tso a.ll O·f us t hen He' ll 1 :\Ve .," 

T"r..orapso. ~-~ .s sJtu nnec1 · . ... 1 of h is cho} p0rs wa.l k of::' his 
pl G.l1.t o.t i on. The d -y fe llaH· no- t 1 Tt1o lp::Jon s ri~:e t Ho bus loads 
of p e ople Hont o s~rL:o, tote liL 113 peop l e. In Cl!'lve land , Jviis­
si.ooippi thoro .. r o.bou.t 35 v ~1 i c . o s c a.rt ..... J i nt; cot tQn ch.op1 ers; 
He · od 11 of t .ose on s t :-:·i 2-o ; ~c p t f our. 

On tho loth of J uno si:h pe ~ o f r om Clvvel tu1d woro arrested 
0 1 f ::.l.se char g s in Bo:;rle , · L sip )i bec nu~ o they uere tallt.ing 
to p · ople on o. bub , t r-J ing ·o co:--.• nco t .. e rl to go on -atrika. The 
p eople 1ih o mrere a r r ost 0 d in Boy::;.c i lc ro rvlc ~1 sod on ) 900 bail .• 
Tho loc c.l peop J.e r ~-ised the b .i !. or tl o s · ~: p oplo uh.o r.rero nrrestod .• 
On : cnd ... :v, Juno LJ.t.l , bou t 150 c o> 1<::: 'H • • c uerc on strikE> ::md 
m mber.s of tla Union uerc "rl ost e . fo r p l r adi1 ~ u i thou ~. permit in 
J , c ~~son, i r issip i H ile r otc: :-;; ing sp o c.i a l :session of the le­
gis laturo t h a.t H:. s cal 0 ' b y Govc ~I o r J o_ nson to pas laws to lro ep 
t .. e Negro from votin~. 

\'Jo u ro i i'l J il for tu HE:: __ s o.nci durin5 this time most o'£ the 
poo!ilO ·10 had on strilw 11cnt ba !>: t " f i o l d['l f o r .)4.00 tmd ·)4 •. 50 
n. day. 'I'l .• e.S oo. l e f.i t,rur~:;; :l sL co \ lO Her e in Jj.a:.il they vrouldn 1t 
bo o.ble t o ot . lOrl ' 't O I-O.:u 1.. Ci l' b i lJ. ._ nd bu" :food., 

Ther e ~ ro only one oro hm . or o d ::r;rs in the cot ton chopping 
oc aso;1 n O\-J, so it l·ro u l b s i l l y ... o t:r t o go t . thes e p e ople back 
on strike. But i n Au gu 5t ·Ihon 'l1u cot to t:. p icl:h11 :; 3.son opens we 
C O p •, ln to act men \Th O dr i v e CO t on p icl~ing r.t C.C~l. n •S to go On 

otril~o for ':)1.25 p or h01.. r it~ ·t c ... 1. o f :~ . 50 o.r :;~1.00 por hou r liko 
t hey h vo bo on d oing in tho "~ , an . ~ ;c r c oing to got pco­
p l 1ho p ick cotton b~r . rl' t e;o onx strLcc :for ·:>-.00 a humired 
pounds, not ·)3. 00 ox· •)2 . 5'0 l i. o d c uwo b oon in tho ·past. 

Htit o 'lly ... ro ue GOing to e v e poo · c in tho f i o l d s going on 
str il:o, 'but H e Hil l n1so .. :::..v o 1~ a. ids ond 1 ooplc' t.ti th other voc a ­
tions rh o ur o not go t t ing tho ni y· :;JWll .1age vlhic is .. a. 25 an. hour. 

'll orofore 1.1c H .11 n 0c. t !.e s PJ ort r· ou r mru'1y .friends in t h e 
North \-tho r c eepl y c o:1cerncd .:i c' t' _o w ·· r~c problem t-:ro a rc con-
front ed t•J'i th . 1nHtt u o no ·d ,,o ::Ju bnt 1 ood and clothes 
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