
PROGRJUv[ OF THE LI SSISSIPPI FREEDm1 DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

PRE .AMBlE 

Almost 200 years ago the founders of this country while declaring 

their independence, saad: 

''l,.Je hold these truths to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the Ennsuit of 
Happiness." 

We, the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party, declare in our turn that 

these truths are indeed self-evident and that the right to live in freedom 

and dignity, properly housed and fed, assured of the best medical and health 

services science can conoeive , and guaranteed the opportunity for the highest 

quality education t o ourselves and our children, are rights to which every 

person, black or white, man, woman or child., is due. 

He 1-ecognize that there are powerful/ forces in Hississippi and in the 

United states, who deny these truths and these rights, and that as a result 

millions of .us, black and w·hite, men, 1oromen and c;:hildren, Puerto Ricans, 

Mexican-Americans, I ndians, live in oppression and deprived of the most 

basic needs to which human beings are entitled. He understand, therefore, 

that the guBranteeing of these rights requires that we do battle with t hese 

host ile f orces and that to win the struggle we must work not only with our 

brothers and sisters in Mississippi, but with those who live throughout t he 

country . \le cannot expect t o win f or ourselves a decent life ·while our 

brothers apd si sters slsewher e ar e deprived of a decent life f or themselves. 

PROGRAM FOR MISSISSIPPI 

The black people of Mississippi -- and many whites -- are ill-housed , 

ill-clad and i ll-fed. And all bl ack people of this state live under t he 

oppression of a whi te pOliTer struct ure which uses the police , t he l egislat ure, 

courts, all government agencies and Eastland's illegal :Vlississippi Democ r ati c 

Party in order t o keep us in this conditi-on. Tllorefore, any feder al program 

which has as its purpose the improvement of the lives of black Mississippians 

must be conducted by the people whose lives this progr am wil l affect and Under 

no circQmstances by the white power structure or its representat ives. Nor 

may the State of ~nssissippi have an y choice as t o whether it will or will 

not participate in a federal progrrnn. It shall be required by felfrerallaw -to 

d o so . 

Black ~~ericans and minority people can not 

polit ical life of t his country-tmder the present 

nchi~\justlce 
system, : Unless 

in tho 

some new 
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unde r ·ste..ndi ngs come t o play, the races will polarize even further than they 

a r e a t pr e sent . He call f or a new approach 1-rhich would guarantee to black 

Americans and minority groups 1 reprkse.ntation o.n all goverenmental bodies which 

I 
a ffect t heir lives. ~,Ye suggest the formula of "broad representation" of all 

cit izens such a s the nat i onal Democratic Party has required of all state 

delegations t o t he 1968 nationa l convention , 

i·Te ca ll f or the f ederal government t o demand that Congress and all 

federal department s, whos e decisions affect the lives of minority people 

ensure t hat broad representation ••ill be guaranteed. >J e call also for the 

f ederal goverru11ent t o enf orce this f orm of minority gr oup representation on 

a l l state age ncie s 1-rhich receivG funds f rom the fede r a l government , lJe do 

not a sk f or exact mathemat ical formulas; we do not a sk for unreasonable demands . 

l!Je merely dmnand that which is fair and that which is long overdue . 

Ue call f or strong enforcement of existing laws, particularly civil 

rights . ~·Te believe much new· l egislation must be passed but it should not be 

used as a camouflage f or inaction regarding the enforcement of existing laws. 

He call f or a p:!:'ogram t o basically change these conditions or life~ and 

~vhich shari apply t o everyone , itl'i thout regard to race 1 color 1 creed, religion 

and se:x:, 

In naking these demands we seek redemption of the promises :nade after 

t he Civil t.far 1.<rhen black people were liberated as slaves and told that they 

would receive forty acres and a mule . This promise 1oras broken and because they 

~-:rere thus denied a means of livelihood ihey 1-:rere i'O""Emsla:V.ed by the snme 

plantation mmers from whom they vmre supposed to have been freed, He , the 

descendants of bet rayed s l aves novJ ask that the promise be kept, 

FOR A NATIONAL PROGR.<\M 

The l'Tississippi Freedom Demo cnatic Party does not prete nd t o be able t o 

draft a compl t-,t e a nd detailed program affecting millions of people outside 

of J\l[issis s ippi, e s pecially without having consulted wit h them or their 

r epr e s entati ves. I t does believe that a nati onal progr am would a t lea s t 

contain t he f ollovring e l ement s: 

1. Eve r y person of working age shall be guaranteed by the Gove rnme nt 

of tho Unit~~d States an annu.:J.l income . The Guaranteed Annual Income should 

"1 e t n' e nre s e nt ,.·Je lf ,., ro sys t em 1>d.ml· nl· stratJ.· on of the GAI should be b~r t h t-' r ep . . a c . . .l , • v • "" <· • , , J 

f eder a1 a nd not the state governme nt s. Applica t i on f or GAI s hou:ld be made 

t . h · ·1· f''" _, . t...,v r "".l.urn p_,,>, _~. "",~ ~~ ~-· o.ns sl1ou.l C. bo sub~·i ect to ·n r ou p, n s J.mp. 1. .c J.8o. J.ncomc cl.A ._ ,~_ .[ ,, - - ~ '' -- - _ 
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person should be *3,000. f yoar. A couple should receive a minimum of $4,000. 
I 

and $500, additional for every child, There should be no maximum income 

level. The OEO should be directed to provide job counselors ·Hhose task 

would b<?J to reach the hard-core unemployod whenever they may be in the country, 

The federal government must take the resp.onsibility of providing suitable 

empooyment at no :Less then minimurrr wage levels for all those people who seek 

emp1oyment, 
I 

I 

2. The negative income tdx should be acl.opted to benefi t those working people 

whose \·income f alls belovJ ~he $3,000, a year level. If an indi vidual's 

income is d.ay $2,000,, he should b~ granted an additional $1,000, to bring his 
I 

level to the minimjm standard. This system will provide i:ncenti ves for -vwrk 

~ I • • ' J and yet v.rill guaranGee to all JJ.merlcans decent living, Until the Guaranteed 
I 

Annual Income becomes a re~1li ty live / call for the follo1.ring changes i n the 

present 1oTelfare, Scoial Se~urity a~d job braining system: 

a. Expansion of funds to provide job tr£i ning programs in the state to 

meet the already existing, and pro+en needs for job-training. 

b . .Amend the present , Helfare section of the Social Security Bill so 

that l>Jothers with young cht ldren can have a choice as t o whether or not to 

take training and a job. yntil the people thnt want and need training are trained, 

it is ridiculous to force f thers intoiraining. 

I I 
c. Rc:Jquire states to, pay lO~I of need and 

I 
make sure that the determination 

of need is based on realistic fa!J'..i1y income requirements. 

d. Require states to institute welfare programs that will cover both 

unemployed fathe r s (the present program encourages a father to leave theho:rne 

if ho is unable to support his fani1y ) and to have a general assistance 

category to cover those in , D(10d that are presently uncovered. 
I 

e. Place the present 'declicaid problem on a national basis , ~rTith national 

standards, like nodi -care, instEJad e f having it optional for tho states. 

f. Increase the anount of funds available for both rural and urban 

health centers in lm-J-incomo areas, vJi th additional funds to train and hire 

lovr-incmne residents to operate them. 

g. Expand the clay care program so that all raothers that ·~rant to ·Hork 

are guaranteed adequate 9 1m~T-cost or free day-care for their children. As 

in the hoa1th center progrjn, loH- incomo residents should be trained and hi rod 

to staff tl::tese d~1y-care centers. 

h. [~tream1in(-'l and cei'iltralizo a11 existing assistanc8 prograns (Veterans 
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benefits, Unempl oyment Compensati on , 'lelf nre , Soci a l Securi ty etc . ) 

i . Pla ce the s oci a l s e rvices pr e s ently provi ded by the various agencies 

on the same basis a s medica l services, e ntire l y s eparated fr om assi stance 

payments . I n l 01.r-income a reas s ocial s e rvice ce nters , similar t o the Concentratted 

Employment Program, should be established i.J"i th maximum par t i cipati on of the poor, 

and pr ovided counse ling , cr edit unions , l egal a i d , hea l th s ervi ces, a nd the 

employment s e FVice s listed below. 

j • The new Bureau of ~·Jork-Training Progr ams would be expa ndeCl and offe r 

gua r a nteed employment via the s oci al s e rvice centers. 

k . The whol e concept of new car eers would be expanded , wi t h suffice nt 

feder a l fund s and i nvent ive s supplie s to make i t work both in privat e industry 

ancl publi c agenci e s . Basically the New Careers concept is a r e structuring 

and r e - e valuati ng of careers , such as t eachi ng wher e i n a l o1.-r , or unskilled 

pers on can be hir ed i n an entry l eve l position a nd wor k t he i r way in suceeding 

steps into r.10r e skilled positions , while working and takingtrai~ing at the s ame 

time . 

2 . Eve ry pers on shall have a pr oper home with electricity , heating a nd runni ng 

water , 1.rhethe r he lives in a rura l or urba n area . 

Emer gency housing should be l:'!ade hvai1able for poverty families . One 
i 

million l owincome housing uni t s s h oul tl be built next yea r with at l eas t six 

mi llion nm.r l ow i ncome units t o be built within the next five year s . l''Iilitary 

bas e s no~J vacant s hould be converted t o lm..r i ncome housing units. WP.eree3ve r 

possi ble fre$ 1-;1ass transit s hould be gua r anteed by the s ove rnment (feder al) 

s o that poor people C<1n get t o thei r j obs. 

Unex~.p1oyed c r under employed poverty fami l i e s shou1d be taught t o bui ld 

their nvm. h :-:mes . They shr_,uld be paj_d at least !:'linimu.m v.rages ~rrhile they a r e on 

tho j nb , Poverty fal'l.i..lie s s hould be gr anted l ong ter m l m..r i nterest f eder al 

:l C!ans t o repay housin~ costs ( ethe r than l abor ). 

The Urban Renm.:ra1 Progr am shou1d l r earr:ange its prioritie s s o that f ut ure 

pr ogr ams build l ow i nc nme rather than hi gh i nc c:,me h0using uni t s, i ndi vidual, 

,.., 118 , nr tw0 st".'>r y homes r ather than l arge sca l e hi g;h rise apartmfmts . They 

shou1Cl be built a ccnrcling t o mi ni mu.rn s tandards set by the f eder al government • 

Tf ·1 1 d d no-'- repair buildings , their prope r ty must be taken _ s .- um. o :r s o L 

t d lnd l(,.,pt "S publl. c housing under community control . away , r enr-va ·A ~ . "" . u. 

J o Eve ry per s o n shall receive free a nd complete medical car e fr :Jm t he 

' · · · · "l i h da-- he ell. es T '-l' s" ::> f course , r oquires a fl_.r nat clay n.o J.S bnrn unt:.l. ~ e · ,'/ · ·-- · • _.. , 
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hospital building program and the training of doctors, nurses and other 

medical personnel in numbers far greater than anything now planned. 

4. Every person able t o work shall be guaranteed a j ob at a living 

wage. This means the immediate establishment of a massive Federal public 

works program which will build housing, schools, hospitals, parks, reads 

and otherr structures needed by our communities. 

5. Our brothers and sisters who live in the rural areas need land. 

Every per~on who wishes to farm shall be given to him by the Federal Government 

sufficient acrss, and a tractor and basic farm tools and equipment without 
I 

costs. The title to this land shall be awarded to the farmer immediately 

upon his working it for 3 years. This land shall be made available from fed-

erally - owned acreage in ~nssissippi as may exist, from state-owned acreage 

as may exist, and from private or corporate-owned acreage as may exist, and from 

private or copporate-owned land not being worked which will be taken under 

that power of eminent domain with which the Federal Government is amply 

provided. 

The f ederal government should sponsor, wherever they are needed, cooperative 

farms and industries. These enterpris~s would, in effect , be "cities in the 

country-side 11
, or "net,; towns." Their basic needs including streets, housing, 

public utilities, hospitals, schools, community centers and parks should be 

provided by the federal government. 

The government should help these co-ops complete and survive by providing 

job training~ technical assistance (Peace Corps and Vista - type aid) grants, 

and long term, low interest loans. Vacant military bases and gcvernment 

buildings should immediately be utilized wherever they can be adapted for 

these cooperative enterpri ses. 

6. The President should declare a national hunger emergency in a least 

256 counties, and at migrant farm camps and Indian reservat ions where actu~tl 

cases of starvation and severe hunger exists, The federal food programs 

should be made available t? the needy of every locality and should not be 

made to depend on local or state option. 

No food programs should be approved until they are well advertised and 

public hearings have been helda No plan should be approved v-rhich does not 

include procedures and appeals to the
1 

designated authority which we think 

should be the Office of Eccnomic Opportunity,, Free food Stamps should be 
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made available to poor people by filing a simplified i ncome tax return. 

The eligible individuals could simply present this to the designated f ood 

stt1mps official to r eceive his stamps. Enforcement vJould r est , as wi th the 

income tax , on the Interh<l1 Revenue Service , using sample checks . 

Until free food stamp~ for the needy become available, the present federa l 

r egulations should be abolished 'W'hich pr~vent countie s fl'om offering 

poor people the choice bet~een food stam~s and free commodity foods, also , 

reci:thnte should not be forced t o buy a set minimum 1.rorth of food stamps 

but should be free to buy less than the minumum when they 1:,-rant to. 

?. Free school breakfasts and lunches should be made available t o every 

poor child whether in public school, kindergarten, Headstart progr ams , 

nursery schools or day care centers. The meals should confon~I to federal 

nutritional standar ds. These progra~s should be made available to the needy 

of any locality and should not be made to depend on local or s tate option. 

8. The Office of Economic Opportunity must not be dismantl ed . I ts 

funding by Congr ess should be greatl y i ncreased s o that ever y poor person 

i n every conL'TIUnity i n America can be feached and provided with the means 

necessar y for him to truly escape out of poverty. 

The Green amendment should be r epealed and poor people should be allo\-red 

to contr ol t he programs v.rhich are designed f or them. 
I 

This means that 

existing Ci'l.P boar ds shou~ld be declared ncll and void and e l ecti ons should be 

held to establish nmv boards s o as to satisfy t he OEO i deals of "maximal 

participati on by t he poor". Since OEO projects arc ai med exclusivel y at 

helpi ng t he poor, the co ntrol of these proje cts should be by tho poor . 

The present OEO guidelines require only 1/3rd r epresentati on of t he poor on 

the CAP boards. We call for control and r epr es entation of the poor , t hose 

for 1..rhom the progran was designed on these boar ds. 

The r ecent OEO rulings vJhich prevent OEO employees from par t icipating 

in politics duri ng t h oir off-duty hours must be r epealed . 

9. We call for a nation-1rride federally funded crash educational progr am 

t o eliminate illiter acy. 

t..Je call fo r free nursery schools and day care centers sponsored by the 

Office of Economic Opportunity, 

i:Je advocato that the federal government reimburse all state o1rmed or 

supported colleges and uni veristies for funds 1;-rhi ch t hey would normally 
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receive from students' tuition fees. Free universal higher education should be 

made available for all. 

\Je oppose the relocation and firing of black principals and teachers in 

the name of schooldesegregation. He insist on the black community's right 

to control its ovm schools. ~~b cull for increased federal support for AFRO 

AMERICAN cultural and historical studies throughout th~ public schools and 

colleges in the U,S, tfe support the right of students and faculty to the 

constitutional priveleges of academic freedom . 

vie call for living allo .. mnces for all college students and their 

dependents. 

9. To i mpleme nt this we call for an immediate and massive emergency 

progrm:1 funded by at least 30 billio~ dollars which must be established by 
I 

guaranteed annual income, housing, hospital and medical and school prograi"c; 

and -r.rhich Mill create thousnads of jobs. 

10. I t is all but impossible for u people to use the vote to remove 

from power persons who control all the machinery of the election process--

and people who have controlled that machinery for almost 100 years . The 

people 1..rho control the elections ar e also the people who have economic power 
I 

over the lives of the poor voters in the community, Free and open elections 

are necessary if democratic methods of political action can mrer be used 

for significant social change, It is now clear that continued racist control 

of the election process must be ended; just as such control over voter reg-

istration had to be ended . Federal supervicion of the whole election process 

is the necessary and logicla extension of the federal acti on in assuming 

authority for voter registration. The ~WDP calls for federal supervision of the 
I 

entire election process for a period of time amounting to at least t hree four 

year election cycles. This will cover registration, planning the el ectionsy 

supervising the voting, count ing the ballots, 

The JlllF.DP cnlls for tho following specific changes in elections under 

fe~eral supervision: 

a . Hobile fede ral registrars and their assistants shall take voter 

registration to the people, rather than the present plan of placing registrars 

i n one location on r c.re occasions. 

b , Voting precincts shall be located in places convenient t o t he people 

anc'. located so as to encourage the greatese possible voter turnout, 
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c. Elections ·shall be changed from ;,.reekdays such tlS Tuesday to wesker.cls, 

either, Saturday, Sunday~ or both. !f elections are kept on Tuesdays, then 

election day shall be declared a legal holiday. 

d, Voters vrho need assistance in casting their ballots shall have the 

choice of asking assistance of a federal employee or of bringing the 

person of their choice in to the both with them, 

e • Polls shall remain open until 9 p,m, for the convenience of vJorking 

people. 

f. The federal government shall see that every election is vridely 

publicized so that voters may know the date and place his vote may be 

cast. The federal government shall provide community education and publicity 

prior to each election on how to mark the ballot. 

g. On e l ection day the federal government shall provide funds for day 

care for the children of vo ters. 

h . On election day the federal government shall bear the expenses of 

providing transportation to the polls 1 for voters whose family income is 

below the poverty level, 

I 
i. On election day the federal government shall bear the expenses of 

voting of persons whose family income is below the designated poverty 

level by paying each person v1ho votes the sum of money equal to three 

hours of work at the prevailing minim~ wage. 

j. Federal troops shall be proviC:led as necessary to protect the ci iJil 

rights of voters and candidates and to guarantee that there is no threat of 

violent intimidation influencing t he t lection. 

any community vrhen ten percent of the registered 

Federal troops must bo assigned 

voters so petition, 

k, Thoro shall be no changes in any aspects of e l ections i n the communities 

co ver od by the 1965 Voting Ri ghts Act, that are not appr oved by the o.ppropriate 

Federal Court in lJashington. The Vot!ing Rights Act should be exterided 

indGJfini t ely and its provisions shou1B. be rigorously enforced . 

1. The voting age should be lowered to 18. . I - . 

I 
FOR A FOREI~~ POLICY 

None of the programs we have discussed can begin to be implemented so 

long as our nation is militarily, politically and economically ensnnred in 
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the war in Vietnam. The interests of the masses of the A.rnerican people 

cahnot be advanced while this war continues. For this r eason alone it is 

necessary to end this war and witheraw our soldiers immediately without 

protracted negotiatiohs. 

The moral inegrity of this country can not be established until we end 

that slaughter. 

\J·e call for an end to compulsory mill tary service. ~·Te support those 1..rho 

resist the draft and our troops who refuse t o commit murder i n Viet nam. 1,Jhen 

the people of Vietnam create astable government , America should give massive 

foreign aide to the United Nations to help rebuild that count ry. 

\ve urge the cessati on of arms shipments to the J.Vliddle East and help 

in negociating a peaceful settlement •. 

~·Te call for t he resumpti on of allnormal diplomatic relations behreen 

the u.s., Cuba and Mainland China. 

We advocate American cooperation ith the United N tions in a peaceful 

effort to eradi cate tyranny i n areas of the world such as South Africa, 

Angola, Southern Rhodesia, Bolivia, quatamala and Greece, 

We call for vigorous enforcement of t he arms embargo agai nst South Afri ca, 

\ve call for a foreign policy v.rhich will support the legi timate desires of 

people everywhere for nati anal indel endence and polit i cal and economic Justice . 


