l‘rim'l Hfa'. Fainie Lou Hamer
_Dat.el ,sleptember '30, 1963 s
‘jmavﬂle, Hiaains:lppi V

Hexalin the Delta part- ot Hiuaisslppi, 1, Fennie Lou Hamer

: 'ha.ve just. barely a:dsted, not{raally 1ived bacause coming from a
: rarming fami:l,v, I can tell ydu what it 1s 1like to suffer. for"thjngs

A t.hat. ara esaentia]. in order t?r one to aurvive throughout.!thesé
2 7 o
economica.l a.nd soc:l.nl changaa.

: i

'Su mmv t.iqnas as a child, 2 § h?va \gma hungz'y and now aa an adult., _
I'm still hungri'. It was ona of tpe great.est things t.hat. ever happaned
' .‘m tha st. ite o.f

Hiaaissippi u'hen t{'te Vot.er Regiatratim Brusade begar)
; -I wmtldom t.o Lha Gount.y Gou}rt.houae in Indinola on the 315t ot August
'1962 to try to agiat.er. The requ.ts of nw trying t.o ragist.er wast

(l) I wa.s fired from my :]ob, a.nd, (2) .forced t.o leave nnr home.

: Hy fam:L'I.y and I ha.va aui'rered great.ly since ;2 Ist.a.n'l'.ed warking
with the m.ovement. .thhough wa'va auﬂ'ered great.ly, I feel t.hat H’a
jhave not su.fi‘ered in vain. ‘am deteminad t.o becoma‘a'first clans

c:_lt_;iggn. Some peopl_a will s tha.t. wa. are aa.tisfied wibh t.he way
in which we are l:Lving, buf. Evam not“ I've never neen sa.t.isﬂed
: bet:ause we'lve “always ‘mrked a.rd for litt.la of noth:l.nga i ;
So :Lf re,,:iutering to vot.s maana becomhg a ﬁ.rst. class citizen
and chang,ing the, sturcture of our Bt.at.es Govenmant., b o am det.erminad

|
t.e gat everm Neg:cl'o in the Sba.te otl Hitlisissippi reg:l.stered. By doing :

t.his, wo cani got lthe thinga ve a'l.wzlays been denied the rights to.



" 2 . ; el 4| St o
I can say t.hia, we neLd a cmng_e..;in H‘lqaiaqi[ipi, I'm éib K

L ag: being hungry, naked and looking"a.t qy chili:lran a.nd 80 m;?my othe‘rA -

children crying! for braad. I hsve ao many t.imea baen in JL‘IJ. and '

beaten- by s0- ca.].led law e

nforcement oftr,cera Just %because I tried.

! 1

4B axamise my righf.a. boing but as a ﬂ' :

8 .'b baten not a.s ah

' beast. out. of. the 3ungla..“-

Ta‘al that o diy-ve hm_ovémorm ancl 4

| - when thta day ooma, the whole world | real it_ : |

b It. t.nkas a. lo‘t. of tr g8 "t§ keap a?‘ut!gmiz_ t

| -have t.ransport.ation, 80-We need cqra » food, clot! ;

: ror freedom. ‘It
I

. whenevar neuesamr.
e A

i l 3
all mney, which wﬂl he. p greatly in our stru
i-n very import.ant. t.hut we to get a‘ﬂ. o!' t.}ia peop

I an Fu-.rr:l.ad and hgwe two daught rs whose iagea a

moat c{>f l1'.113 't',.

) 19 and 10... }ﬁr

: and transport.at.ion ,'
: L

more people and

| ‘work’ keeps me away from nqr fa

'Jl

i .
- is headed greatly. I_f I had ac vyl e?uld get |
in & mioh shorter per:i.od. : ‘

Ma.ybe some people don'b lmo how :I.é 15 l:lv.ln" more in a- rural

areas tha.n a closely populabed on Tha‘ra is so. _ch téfﬁtbi-y

to caver: 11 one wants to geb t.__o a1l of thel peop. : md -'no"t‘.i '_' of themy

You - aea, we hava to rem:h all 11 of them in order to| be sure we ave the-

paopla mfomed about what.s happening ,gx;ound' th
PEINE !

que or the paopla 1ive (8) and ten| (10) milps apart and cannot |

walk thesa d:l.atrr\nces in'a s]ilort - tities wnereaa : _tran%pcla-_- ation ||
1; provided we ? lot or placas over sho ‘pgx_-,i?d
wa'va rea.ched theae peopla and parsua.ded t em to: gd
and- ragister, then we need caru o carry them there, = Ti ‘

iu 26 miles where I live i an fart.her away 'h_-:m
: | I 4 %




.‘Al.ive 10 and 20 miles away. L‘m nv homo You ean wvery well pict.ﬁ.ra

I
the diatant this 15 a.nd I'm 'aure you c:an mderstmd why it is s

| such necesuit.y for the organizatim and myself to hnve a sure way

of ‘branaport.a‘bion. , ‘ +F
'Ple...se heu us .in‘our efforts to anome Flrat. Class Citi

duéua.' ; : | . '._ S {

Mgain I'm a.sking you .t'or your support. to help us :Ln our st.ruggla.

G_m, food{', clot.h.'lng, a.nd. moasy is. urgeqtly naeded in this area. 47

Youra in i‘reedom : _ l
ONE MAN—(NE VOTE-—BY 1963 |
|

Mrs, Fannie Lou Hamer
Ruleville, Mississippl
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