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+r°-A  CAGE   FoP`   !NNOCENTS

by  Orville  Schell

Nguyen  Iiuc  is   77  years   old.     He  had  been  labelled  a,n  Innocent
Civilian  and  was  waiting  to  be  shipped  out   (to  a  refugee  ca,mp  in  Viet
Nan).     He  was  proba,bly  the  oldest  inmate  in  the  Chulai  camp.     Although
his  hair  was  not  completely  gray,  he  was  hunched  over  from  years  of
bending  down  working  in  the  rice  paddies.     He  walked   extremely  slowly
and  finally  had  to  be  helped  up  the  steps  of  the  interrogation  hut.     I
reached   down  to  give  him  a  hand.     His  wiry  body  could  not  have  weighed
more  than  80  pounds.     jl  major  from  the  Press  Information  Office  thrust
out  a  glad  ham_d   in  welcome.     But  Nguyen  did   not  know  the  significance
of  shaking  hands.     Instead  he  placed  both  hands  together  in  front  of
him  in  a  prayer-like  motion,  which  is  the  traditional  form  of  Vietnamese
greeting.     The  major  gave  a  nervous  laugh  and  then  tried  to  clasp  him
around  the  back  like  a  public  relations  man  squiring  a  big  client  into
h,is  office.     But  Iiuc  had  already  begun  to  sit  down.     His   eyes  were
fixed  to  the  ground  the  whole  time.     He  wore  an  oversize  pair  of  sawed-
off  army  fatigues,   and  sa.t   quietly  on  a  small  wood   stool.     He  seemed
neither  nervous  nor  scared,   just  weary.     I  had  the  feeling  that  even
if  I  had  wished  to,   I  could  not  ha,ve  done  anything  that  would  have
gotten  any  emotional  response  from  him.

Question.     How  long  have  you  been  here?
Answer.      Six   days®
Q.     How  were   you   captured?
A.     I  was  captured  in  the  morning  while  out  in  the  rice  fields

working.     The  Americans  and  the  ARVN's   (Army  of  the  Republic   of  Viet
Nan,   that  is  South  Vietnamese)   cane  and   ordered  me  to  go  with  them.

Q.     Did  they  allow  you  to  return  home  and  talk  to  your  family  or
bring  any  possessions?

A.     No,   they  were  in  a  very  big  hurry.     They  pointed  guns  at  me
a..Ltd   I   just  Went.

Q.     Had  your  fields  been  planted?
A.      Yes,
Q.     What  will  happen  to  them  now?
A.     I  don't  know  who  will  harvest  the  rice.     I  would  like  to  go

back  because  now  there  are  very  few  people  in  the  village.     They  all
live  underground.     All  our  houses  have  been  bombed  and  destroyed.
The  bombs  have  rna,de  big  holes  in  our  rice  fields.

Q.     When  did  the  bombing  start?
A.     (He  paused.)     It  started  three  yea.rs  ago  --but  then  not  as

much  as   now.
Q.     Did  the  people  fear  the  V.a.   or  the  bombing  more  in  your  village?
A.     We  don't  like  the  V.C.  because  they  take  our  rice  and  sometimes

rna,ke  us  work.
Q.     But  which  do  you  fear  the  most?
A.     We  fear  the  bcmbing  beca,use  we  `icri't  know  when  it  will  come  and

we  can't  see  it.     (At  this  po
I  asked  why,   but  he  did  not  r

Q.     Who  are  the  Americans?
:::o:3:)began  fidgeting with  his  pants

A.      (Pause.)     The  Americans  are  like  the  French.     The  French  were
very  cruel.

(continued   on  the  next  page*
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Q.     Are  the  Americans   cruel?
A.     The  French  beat  the  people.
Q.     I)o  the  Americans  beat  the
A.      (Iiuc  glanced   over  at

Sometimes  the  Americans  give

:%8g#ef:ES?ye  Shorts,  which  I

eople?
tated  but  silent  PI0  officer.)

(Again  he  started  tugging  at  his
ced  were  missing  most  of -the  buttons

fi:    -#y].3::  B£#s:±§8:±igg;hi€£et¥£:  E::t:tared  at  his  fee„    I
want  some  underwear.     I  a,in  embarrassed  because  my  pants  will  not  fasten.

Q.     Have  you  asked  the  Americans   for  some  new   clothes?     You  know
that  they  give  clothes  to  inmates,   don't  you?

A.      Yes,
Q.     Have  you  asked  them?     (The  Plo  major  interrupted  here  to  assure

me  that  all  prisoners  received  all  the  clothing  and  medical  attention
that  they  needed.)

A.      Yes,   once.
Q.     What  happened?
A.     I  asked  the  Americans,   but  they  did  not  understand  me.     They

just   laughed  at  me8   and  one  struck  me.     He  slapped  me  on  my  face.     I
was  very  scared.     I  didn't  dare  ask  again.

Q.     Why  do  you  ask  now?     I  have  explained  that  I  am  not  in  the  army.
A.     Phe  atmosphere  is  good.      (Ihe  PIO  major  acted   shocked  and

assured  me  that  this   "oversight"  would  be  corrected.     After  the
interview  he  hurried  to  the  office  to  launch  his  protest.)

I)o  you  know  why  your  village  was  bombed?
The  people  said  that  it  was  because  of  the  Coununists.
What  is  a  Communist?    Who  are  they?
(Iiong  pause.)     q]hey  are...   I  don't  know.
HaT8hg::  £¥:rag:a;gu€£  #g:¥£:mg::

No,   I  don't  know  them.

t:.
A.

another
Q.

¥ga3:rggyen  Van  Thieu?
Have  you   ever  heard   of  Ho  Chi  Minh?
Yes,   he  sent  troops  from  the  North.     He  is  well  known.
Why  were  you  detained?.
I  don't  know  why.     They   just  brought  me  in.
But  has  anyone  explained  to  you  the  reason  for  detaining  you?
No.     They  do  not   speak  Vietnamese.     We  cannot  understand   one

l^rhat  did  they  tell  you  in  the  interrogation?
They  asked  me  questions.     They  asked  me  if  I  was  a  Viet  Cons  and
_.   -       _   _11     _   __                _I   ,-.,,

__       .     . _ --     -_ _a   _--_if  I  knew  where  the  Vi-et  Gong  were  hiding.     Phey  tiust  asked  me  questions.

£2 :    £fa¥o¥skE£:t¥hat[#:up¥gv:a3::nmg€:±gE:E;efr3noEnEL9:egkg±V±:£3;9
to  give  an  explanation.)

Q.     Where  are  you  going  when  you  leave  here?
A.     I  don't  know  what  they  are  going  to  do  with  us.     Will  I  be  able

to  go  back  to  my  village?     I  am  very  worried  because  no  one  is  there
to  look  after  our  ancestral  tombs.

Q.     I)o  you  have  a  family?
A.     Yes,   a  wife,   two  sons,   and   some  grandchildren.
Q.     VThere  are   they.now?
A.     I  don't  know.     I  a,in  very  sad  because  I  don't  know  what  has

happened  to  them.     May-be  they  are  worrying  about  me  also.

(continued   on `bottom  of  page  six)  ,
/
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