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Rev. R L T Smith runs for Congress

Rev. Robert L.T. Swith of Jacksou was chosen at & meeting Wednesday
to be a candidate for John Bell Williams' seat in Congress., 4 special
election will be held in the Third Congressional District on February 27.
Under the present law, Rev. Smith will need sigunatures of 2,000 regis-
te§ed votere on nominating petitioms in order to get his name on the
ballot.

Rev. Smith was chosen by & vote of 33 to 30 over Alfred Rhodes, Jr.
Rhodes agreed to "make the first step toward seeing if we can work to-
gether" after Rev., Smith asked him to serve as his campalgn manager.
Rhodes, who ran for the state legislature from Hinds County in Novewber,
1967, said he is still interested in rumning for Congress himself, and
it was suggested that he might run in November for f£ill a full two-year
term. The Feb. 27th specilal election is to £ill Willisms' seat only
for the current S-month session of Congress.

The meeting in the Masonic Temple was called by Charles Evera. He
was urged to ruw for office himself, but refused because he felt he
could do wore good organizing in Mississippi than serving in Congress.

Support was pledged to Rev., Swmith by those present from Adams, Copiah,
Claibvorne, Hinds, Walthall, Warrenm, and Wilkinscn counties. Also in~
cluded in the Third Congressional District ere Amite, Franklin, Jefferson,

lincoln, and Fike counties. Meubers of Hinds County FDP, Hinds

7~ , \ g o County Young Democrats, AFL-CIO
Deax MG\"‘S e 7 Woodworkers, and Elks said they
" would work among their members.
%ﬁggﬁﬁ tgés letter from Mrs. J iR { (goptributions were pledged by
it bitaaos’ 4 attorney Jack Young, lawrence Guyot,
Don't have much %o spare as R.L, Bolden, Edward Lee, Sr., and
must live from welfare and como- | Gapanies Evers ' i
dities. Wanted tc give to help Rev. Swmith, 65, is pastor of
\ in what you trylang %o get for St. John Baptist Ghurch, He is
\ §i§§taianﬁ1thinggztaihelp $0inF | also & local businessman and real
f ZRAEE AR FOER, Fc. A8 BORE 1R ( ee jate cperator im Jackson. He
here and will send more when it was & candidate for Congress in
"
can be spare o help. 1962, running against John Bell

[ We Need YOUR help, too. /) witllams. Ee got 2,853 in that

- elly

campaign, which he said was to

il try to get a bill through Congress
on poll taxes and voter registration.

Rev. Smith's cempaign office ie Roow 10, 1072 Lynch Street, Jacksou.
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January 2, 1968
McComb, Misasissippi 39648

T0 whom it wmay coucern:

I, the Rev. W.F. Suumers, chairman of the Tri-County Cowmunity Associa-
tion, wish to issue this statement concerning a meetiug which was held
December 18, 1967 at the Court House in Magnolia.

1. T would like to deny such statements which appear in the McComb En-
terprise Journal, December 19, 1967 that the T.C.C.A. request to

‘ become & Delegate Agency of Southweat Mississippi Opportunities (SMO).

2. We did unot request to meet with SMO in such meeting that was held.
Our request was to meet with the Executive Board of SMO to try to
negotiate with them as to bring about peace and relationship befween
some of the Citizens and present COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM.

%, We can furnish a duplicate copy of our letter and petitions to 3SMCO.
The OEQ in Atlanta, Georgia, OEO in Washingion D.C., the CITIZENS
CRUSADE against POVERTY, Washington, D.C. and Senator Robert Keunedy
also has a duplicate copy.

4. We would further like to introduce that this type of meeting which
we dié not ask for is the feeling of the TCCA that this wmeeting wag
to destroy peace and relationship among the poor people. We further
believe that the meeting was a conspiracy to destroy the TCCA. We
further believe from such documents which we received and we are
turning over to the JUSTICE DEPARTMENT that this meeting was even
conspiracy to commit MURDER.

5., We further believe from the information we received that the ladi-
vidual was there from Washington D.C. was taking & hand in this
conspiracy because certain documents which was turned over fo us.
gtated that the meeting wes taped. Whenever the wan {the one from
Washington) speaks the tape was turned off. We are asking the
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT to investigate that meeting.

6. These Headstarts has destroy the peace in these ad jacent counties.
It was the intents of the TCCA to try and bulld up peace in ihese
counties. We do not wamt & Detroit Riot but if itas the inteots of
gome certain people and certain prograw to cause a riot we are unot
going to stop. We bhave operated our program on peaceful bases, but
ir it take putting 4000 or 5000 people in these street to get the
job done, we will do it.

7. We would alsc further deny certain statements that were made in
public meeting at the court house at Magunolia on Decewber 18, 1967
by the Rev. I.C. Harper. We are sure that Rev. Harper bas suffi-
cient evidence to support his statements im Court because the TCCA
conasider such glander is liable for suit and the luntents of the 2CTA
to take such action which 1s necessary is to corresct toose statements.

From the information we have received that if Rev. Harper had been
spending more of his time trying to help the poor aund peeded and
not try to help himself so much, he would be a better pastor and
would not had tried to destroy his members who are working @o hard
trying to better their counditiomns.

We invite other readers ip the Tri-County area to send us thelr ldeas
about this program and the problews that Rev. Summers wentions.
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around the state

Mr. Robert Miles, long-time
community leader in Pancla County,
will be a candidate for Beat
Jupervisor in a special electlon
on February 13th.

Black people in Beat 3 of

Holmes Cﬁuut% are working tuv get
2 candidate for Justice of the
Pesce it & special election to
ne held also on February 13{ih.

John L. Chase, Sr., who ran
for Beat 1 Supervisor in Copish Co.
primary elections in 1967, ia
making another appeal Go get
unemployment beuefits that were
not allowed him while he was
a candidate. The Mississippl
Employment Security Commissiocn
ruled that he was not eligible
to receive benefits for 5
weeks ($150. worth) because
he was & candidate for "fulle
time public office"” and "not
likely to be considered for
employment” during that period.

Mr. Chase, who lost to &
white men in the second, run~off
primary, says that he was avall~
able for work and was entitled
to the unemployument compeusation.

On December 19, 1967, black
candidate Richard I, Gardner lost
95495 to & white man in a special
gilection for city coumissioner
in Charleston, Tallahatchie County.

During the time wheu lawyers
were working very hard to help
newly-elected Negro officials gel
the performaunce bouds They needed,
it is reported that an agent of
the F.B.I. called one lawyer and
asked him to let the FBI know 1f
there would be demonstrations if
the officials did vot get bonied.

Mra. Winson Hudson of lLeake

County reports that on December 20th,
70 Negro teenagers went into a
“white" cafe in Carthage.

Tme next day, Serels Leflore,

"bullwhips.

an 18 year old black youth, was
asked by hig bosa to go out on
Highway 35 to work. He carried &
load of posts there and was ul-
loading them when © men came up
behind hnim with stockings over
their faces and asked bim did he
want to asee a Black Christmas.
They made him lie down on a post
with § pistols pointed at his
head, and they beat uim with
Leflore hollered so
loud that a white man up the hill
came ruuning down and told the

6 men to let him go and started
shooting at them. The men ran
off. ILeflore told the FBI who
some of the men were, but no
arrests have heen wade. Lefliore's
employer, named Henderson, 18
gsaid to be s former president of
the White Citizens Council of
Leake County.

The Misgissippl Emergency

Relief TFrograw ci the NAACP has
G0 far given B17.00C to people to
pay for food stamps, &8 well as

500, to people in uon-food stamp
counties who were in need. Also,
4 tone of clothing have been dis-
tributed since the program begen
in November, according te Alex
Waites, director. The program is
alao designed to encourage changsed
in state and federsl programs to
help poor people.

At 8 meeting held Sunday v
the Hotel Heidelberg in Jackson,
it is reported thet & bi-racial
group of Mississippians loyal to
the natiocnal Democratic Party
discussed how they would try to
take control of precimct, county,
and district conventions this
spring. The 300 loyalists, wmostly
from the NLACP, labor, and white
noderates, zet up westings to he
held in 17 counties before the
end of February. They will be led
by Rev. Allen Johuson and Tom
Knight, head of the AFL=-CIO Commit’-
tee on Political Education. Peoyple
from 2% counties attended.
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News from the

At least 16 members of the U.S.
armed forces have left the ser-
vice and are hoping to be
allowed to stay in Sweden. One
of the men is 30 year old James
rapt of Merldis M1
left an army base in West Ger-
many with three buddies when
they all received orders to go
to Vietnam.

Liveration News Service re-
ports that Grant, a black uman,
said "I didn't like the idea
of going there to kill or get
killed. We've got nothing to
do in Vietnam,"

A Negro ‘refugee’ from Mismi,
Florida, says that “"the Vietnam
war is not the Negro's war. 1
don't want to be an Awerican
citizen any more."

A London, England, committee
that helps men who want to
leave the U.S. armed forces
admite it "helped" a phoney
deserter. The man turned out
to be a British police agent
who was trying to find out how
they got deserters out of the
country.

200 demonstrators marched in

Movement Ageinst the War

20-degree weather at the Pentagou
(headquarters of the 'war machine'
in Washington, D.C.) and five
young men turned in their draft
cardse. The action was to protest
the indictment of five men, known
a8 the Boston Five, who helped in
protests against the war and the
military draft.

: On January 12th, at least
60 demonstrators were arrested and
a dozen injured by policve when
they tried to break up a protest
at a hotel where Secretary of State
Dean Rusk was speaking. Cops used
chemical spray and their woior-
cycles as well as nightasticks as
weapons in the San Frapcisco action.

An American Indian, due to be
discharged from the Navy in two
months, turned in his I.D. card
in Califorania last mouth. Leo
Leech, who has won the bronze and
silver stars, was unot arrested but
put in a mental institution. He
joined the service when "the war
hadn't escalated and it didn't
seem such a bad thing to do at the
time....They're ywipiog out that
country (Vietnams as fast as they
can....It's all being destroyed
because our old men don't like the
way those people want to live."

In THE LEGISLATURE with Rep. CLArRK

Rep. Robert G. Clark of Holmes County says he is not in favor of the
compulsory school attendance bill that 1s now being considered by the

Iegislature.

He says it is mot in effect in rural areas, where students

must attend for only 80 days per year in areas where the population is

under 10,000,

He says that allowance should be wade for the financial

™
nAnti-Welfare" Iaw - continued from page ©

The Bill might not be sobad, if it didn’t leave all the decisions to the states,

ability of parents %o pay
if they are fined for not
gending children to school.
"There are children in Hol-

mes County now without the
clothes and shoes they need
to go to school,” he ssaid.

Clark reports that he
received no ianvitation to
the Inauguration Ball, which
is sponsored by supporters
of the governor.

it the law reslly provided beneficlal tralning andemployment for welfare reciple
ents, it would deserve a try., But past experience praciically guarsanteas that
Southern states will use this law to make welfare more degrading and useless
than ever,

In the next year or so, thousands of aid recipients, lawyers, and welfare rights \
workers will have to spend millions of hoursfighting ahuses under this law, When
they are done, if they are lucky, the welfare system will be no worse than itis
now, This is a tragic waste of energy that might otherwise go into bullding a
betier soclety.




Dear F.I.S.

I am writing to you concerning some of the news in our town of Friarg
Point.

I am about to start holding court. Heretofore the Justice of the
Peace Court were held in the City Hall ip Friars Poinmt., I call the
hoaorable mayor AW, Arenz of Friars Point, ask his permission to held
wy court in the city hall. He said No, I would have %o find or build
me an office. The mayor stated that the City Board voited mot to permit
any court to be held in the city hall. This ls Strange; for twenty years
or more the white men that were Justices of the Peace, they held their
court there. Majority of the City Board are my bitter enemies!

I am prayiog that we will contest this dual system and also pickst
the city ball. And the majority of the men on the Board are operating
business in Friars Point. 4 good boycott would liwve them up very wmuch.

I am inform that one Big Shot and one insurance executive phone all
the companys, for them not to write & bond for wme. Thanks to Mr. Self,
he guided me every step of the way and stood by my side. After Mr. Self
{editor's note: from the lawyers Committee) left town I call up a certalc
insurance company and that guy pull a cussim solo. But before the
conversation were ended it were a Duett (gmile). In his remarks, he
atated that no dam body in Mississippi could wmake him give me & bond
(smile). I have two bonds, cune from Stan Coen and one from the Micheil
Insurance Co. If anything we cam do to put the heat on that guy we
should deo i%.

i am cheerful to do my job, Only ome thing can prevent it, that is
veath.

Beat wishes to you all. Yours as ever for & just cause.

Dan Ferguson, Jr. J.P. {Coshoma County)

Dear F,I.S. Mariou County HNews:

I do really enjoy reading We are yet trying to work our
the Newsletter. It keep you up Headstart centers without funds. We
with what going ow arocund the are poor peoaple, but the Community
State, and with Negro or the Action FPrograms in Marion County doun't
black man, whatever %o call, iun help mwany poor people here. Don't
his struggle for Freedom. I fail to try to help us please.
have not had any news to coutri- Also we have people here don't
bute to this, since where I get welfare ag they shouvld. I think
live in Oktibbeba County, the people are not able to work get $20.
Negro see only through white & month, When they pay thelr Doctor
eyes, They do not see very umuch they dou't have enough to get food
for themselves and to work in stamps. 014 people need more help
majority to better the less here in Marion County. Our Negroes
fortunate ones. need more wmoney or food stamps free.

I wish for solution that We have people 85 and 75 dou't get
might change their thinking. If but $20. a wmontb welfare. These
you ever run &across omne, pleroo people need help.
publish it. sign, Mrs. Lucille Dukes

Your truly,
Bennie Butler 3 ) T

?.S. I am sending you check %M&MWW the Wwielfnre / Rights
that you might be able to con- ﬁmmu@v{"t’@@% - WJ Jan. 7?7 [0a,m,

tinue to write &@e“ Flowe ﬁk}&&’&é&; G{gnmj Migs.
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Editorial Opinion JANUARY 13-14, 1968 N avy FORCED o

: 'IrIE SOUTHERN COURIER
The ‘Anti-Welfare’ Law

There is not much for poor pecople inthe new Social

Security and welfare law passed by the U, S, Congress,
True, the benefits for elderly people under Social Se-
curity will be raised--slighily.

enough to see their first Social Security check.

George A. Wiley, director of the National Welfare
Rights Organization (NWRQ), says the “‘anti-welfare’’
provisions of the new law give ‘‘federal sanction to
lawless and irresponsible welfare practices which
starve, degrade, and harass’® pocr people,

Of all the new restrictions, the “freeze*’ on Aid to
Dependent Children (ADC)hasdrawnthe bitteresterit-
jcisra., Under the “freeze,'’ the federal government
will support ADC payments to the same percentage of

& state’s chlldren who weregetting ADC on Jan, Y--and no more, (This rule, like
mast of the otkers, goes into effect next July 1.}

In Alabama and Mississippl, the federal governmentpays almost the entire cost
of the ADCprogram, Sothis newli’mli:s_tion means that many children are going to
go hungry in the future, jusi because they weren't born soon encugh, Of course, |
the states can still makeadditional ADC payments on thelr own--but Alabama and |
Mississippi arven't likely to volunteer, What the states might do is cut down on
everybody’s ADC grauts, so they can spread thelr federal money even farther
than they do now,

If this “frecze™ is the federal government's attempt to do sorething about i1~
legitimate children, it is just about asreasonableas the “substtute father” rule |
used by the states, And athree-judge federal court bas already sald that substi-
tute father rules are unconstituticnal,

Another part of the new law requires ADC mothers to accept jobs or job-irain-
ing, I they refuse without “good cause,’? thelr payments can be stopped,

Weltare rights people say this is ancthey blow at the Negro {amily structure,
¢ Having forced hundreds of thousands of unemployed men to désert their families
50 that thelr children can receive public assisiance ? Wiley says, “‘Congress now
proposes to force mothers to leave thetr children and search for work,”

U, 8, Senator Robert ¥, Kennedy of New York tried to change the law, so that
mothers with small children would not have to leave them at home, But his
amendments were knocked out of the final bill, (The law does say that welfare
departments must provide care for the ¢hildren of mothers who are required to
work.)

Under the law, it is up to the states to decide what is *good cause® for refus-
ing work, ButasWalter Reuther of the United Auto Workers told President John-
son in a letter last month, “Those siztes where welfare standards are lowest,
and administration harshest, are least likely o grantthe exceptions the measure
permits,®

There are many other complaints about the new law, For example, it allows

ADC familles to earn $30 a month without afiecting their eligibility for welfare, |

and also lets thom keepone-third of all they earn above the $30, Welfare groups
say that in most states, even this added income would not give an ADC family
enough to live decently, However, the law also allows the family to keen the earn~
itgs of children who are full-time studenis--though this isu’t itkely to be very
much,

The law does not require Ehat all peoplein compulsory work programs be pald |

the federal minimum wage. So, despile prevlsioz{s to the contrary, it is hard to
fraagine Alabama and Mississippt passing up this chance to replace regular work-
ers with this convenient supply of slave Inbor, Now, when you see a road gang,
vou wonl kaow If the workers ave convicts--or welfare recipients on a “special

work project,” contiauned owv ?Gﬁe #

But with the addition |
of even more rulesand regulations concerning welfare; |
poor people raust now wonder if they will live long

CHaNGE Poricy

Early iun Januvary, the
7.5, Navy told sailors who
are planning to go to the
big Mardi Gras celebratiocn
in New Orleans next month
that they should "go aloung
with" the discriminstion
that is practiced againat
Negroes, Jews, and Italians.

That meant that Navy
officers would send the
"right” men to the "pight"
activities, many sponsored
by private groups, but
interested in the mouey
the Navy men would bring ilo.

There were protests 1o
the Navy from around the
country. The Secretary
of the Navy then anunounced
that names of sallore oun
four Navy ships that will
visit Hew Orleans during
Mardi Gres will not be
given to organizations that
spousor segregated parties.

“Loval" ALABAMA
DemocraTs ORGANIZE

A new political organi-
zation was formed in Ala-
pe in December, known
a8 the Alabame Independent

Democratic Party. Its
purpese is to make sure
that the national Democratic
candidate for President is
on the ballot in Alabama
next November.

By putting up a list
of "unpledged" electors
in 1964, the Alabama
regular Democrats kept
Johnson and Humphrey's
names off the ballot.

A white Birmingham
lawyer, David J. Vann, is
chairman of the A.I.D.P.

. Vice-chairman is attorney

Peter Hall, member of the
all-Negro Jefferson Couunty
Progreasive Democratic
Council.



