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Robert Clark of Holmes County was sworn in Tuesday a¥%erncon as the
first Negro member of the Mississippi House of Representatives iun this
century. Seven of his frieuds watched from the gallery and perhaps &a
dozen others waited in the hallway.

Because another represeutative frowm his district has been in the House
a long tlme, Mr. Clark is seated in the front row. Next to him is the
chair where the Speaker of the House, who runs the wmeetings as chairman,
will sit when he is not leading the meeting frowm up in front. The
other Holmes County-Yazoo County F@prgurutatLV”q sit across the center
aisle from Gldrr

Clark expects to introduce several bills, which he hopes the lLegi -
lature will approve and wmake into state laws. One bill will be to give
publie school teachers tenure after 3 years of teaching. At this time,
there is no tenure in public schools, so teachers can be fired at the
will of school officials.

He also wants & law that will give school principals a standard

salary according to the number of teaching units they supervise. Now,
white principals often get Udlﬂ ruch more than Aeg1o principals even
ubngh they are in charge of fewer students. And Clark will write a

i1l to improve school bus +”an3ﬁur*aulun 30 ublf buses are not overcrowd

Clark is interested in supporting a cowpulsory school law that would
apply to children ©6-17. A bill that has already been introduced into the
1egzsla+ure by another representative would wake schooling compulsory
for children 7-16. Clark is considering now whether he might try to
- co-sign that bill, but he would like fto see the age limits changed.

He also might co-sign a bill that would lower the volting age from 21
to 18.

Clark wants to get a bill passe would raise the amount of wmoney
paid through the Welfare De) ment see to it that preguant mothers
are not cut off. He said he is unot pﬂCbU“'%iﬂ% children %6 be born out
of weﬁlock, but "if you give people an opportunity to learn, if you give
people correct cultural valves and increase their cpportunities,” there
will not be so many "illegitimate children boru. “Those who have made
this society possible are respousible," he sgaid, not welfare mothers

Clark traveled to Washington, D.C. and New York, December l1ll-14 and
met with representatives QP several federal agencies and at least one
Congresswman. He said he was "trying to check “with foundations and or-
ganizations that could maﬁe money available" to Mississippi people. It
appears that the Housing and Urbau Development agency will help get sewers

(continued ou page six)
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News from the

LADIES ON THE MOVE: THE JEANNETTE
RANKIN BRIGADE MARCHES ON
SHINGTON IN JANUARY

a%hlngfau, D.C. (Liveration News
Service) Dec. 20, 1967--

America's women are on the march
against the war,

On January 15, 1968, "women from
all over the land will converge on
Washington to demand the end of
this dishonorable war," according
to a statement released by former
Congresswoman Jeannette Rankin and
by Vivian Hallinan.

Miss Rankin, now 86, was the
first woman elected to the U.S.
Congress, and cast the only vote
against U.S. involvement in both
world wars. She says she plans
to get arrested here in January.
“1f we had 10,000 women willing to
go to jail if necessary, we could
qtoy the war in Vietnam," she said.

Miss Rankin and Mrs. Hallinan,
wife of 19%2 Progressive Party
Presidential candidate Vincent
Hallinan, are trying to form a
brigade of women "willing to stay
in jail until the bouwbing is
stopped.” This group will call
itself the Jeannette Rankin Brigade.

Simultaneously, Women Strike
ror Peace will conduct a Mourning
March on January 15, the day
Congress reconvenes., The women,
who will dress in black, will ask
Congress "to end the war and heal
our sick society at home," WSP
also plans to begin campaign for
gome of its memwbers who will run
‘for national and local offices,
according to national WSP presi-
dent Mrs, Dagmar Wilson,

Mrs. Wilson said the ladies will
present a petition to Senate
Ma jority lLeader, Mike Mansfield,
after marching from Union Station
to the Capitol, a distance of
about 10 blocks.

(You can get more information from
The Jeannette Rankin Brigade, c¢/o
Georgina Gronner, 520 North Michigan,
Chicago, Illincis 60611

Movement

Against the War

Gen, David Shoup, retired
commander of the J.3, Marines,
said last wmonth that the Vietnaun
conflict is really a civil war,
between two groups of Vietnemese.
He sald that the Communists ia
Southeast Asia are not a threat
to the United States, as Presi-
dent Johnson claims.

Gen. Shoup, who has wou the
Medal of Honor, said it is
"unadulterated poppvcock” to
believe that the war is serviag
U.S. interests.

In 1966, he said that the
United States should have kepti
its *dirty, bloody fingers"
out of Vietnam.

] ] @ *) &

The U.5. Senate is investie
gating news reports that the
incident near Vietnam in 1964
that got the U.S. wmore and more
invclved in fighting there,
mey not have really happened.

Supposedly, two U.S. ships
were attacked by North Vietnamese
torpedoc bhoats., As & result,
President Johnson ordered U.S.
planes to fire back, and he
acked Congress for an gmergency
vote of support. Since that
resolution was passed, Johnson
has started bombing north Vieltnan
and sent over a half willion
U.S. soldiers to fight.

The Senate is looking into
the official reports wmade in
1964 by the U.S. ships that
it is said were fired oun.

8 @ f ] ©

Many companieg throughout
the United States are making
money by getting large defense

(continued on page three)

or from Women Strike for
Peace, 799 Broadway, lew
York Clty, New York 1C0C3. )
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NEWS FROM THE MOVEMENT AGAINST THE WAR (continued from page two)

contracts to make materials for
the war in Vietnam.

In Mississippi, the Ingalls
Shipbuilding Company is getting
$4 million from Uncle Sam to
build a nuclear-powered attack
submarine.

In Kingsport, Tenn., the
Fastman Kodak Company is getting
more than $54 million for
explosives.

e © <] o e

The U.S. Justice Department
has set up a special criminal
unit to prosecute anti-war demon-
strators who break Selective
Service (draft) laws or interfere
with military recruiting. A
statement by Draft Director Lewis
B. Hershey and Attorney General
Ramsay Clark asked local law
enforcement officials to "vigor-
ously prosecute violations of
local laws which may occur in
demonstrations against the
selective service system."

Hershey and Clark promised
that people would not be arrested
for legal demonstrations against
the draft, and that legal protest-
ers would not be drafted faster
or get special treatment by the
draft boards.

A number of suits are in court
now to get a change in an earlier
policy :announced by Hershey that
would bring quicker induction to
any young men who protested the
war. The American Civil Liberties
Union and many student government
presidents from U.S. colleges are
joining in the legal battle to
allow free speech against the war.

News stories are full of reports,

however, of men who are being sent
to jail for refusing to be drafted
and of men who are being re-classi-
fied 1-A after they've been
arrested during draft protests.

- 2 University of Texas students
were made 1-A after they sent
back their draft cards.

- 6 men in Bloomington, Indiana,
were indicted by a federal grand
jury for refusing induction into
the Army, although at least one
of them has never been called

up for induction.

- A Roman Catholic priest, 30
years old, was reclassified I-A
in Geneseon, New York, after he
turned in his draft card,

- % Americans studying in England
have been declared delinquent and
made 1-A. They turned in their
draft cards October 16, along
with members of the Resistance

in the U.S.

- A young man in Illinois who
does not believe in violence and
war was sentenced to 3 vears in
prison for refusing to go into
the Army.

- In Los Angeles, at least 4
draft resisters have been made
1-A, while several others have
been visited by the FBI.

- Gene Guerrero, Jr., first
chairman of the Southern Student
Organizing Committee, refused
induction December 4th in Atlanta.
He read a statement saying, "I
believe that a person should
attempt to match his actions with
his beliefs.... I believe that
war is wrong and I cannot parti-
cipate in war. I believe that
the war in Vietnam is immoral,
illegal, and contrary to the
interests of the American people."
- A Seattle, Washington, man is
taking his sentence of five years
in prison to the U.S. Supreme
Court. He refused induction.

- While over 100 people picketed
outside and then marched into the
courtroom, Eddie Oquendo, a black
maun, was sentenced in Brooklyn,
New York, to 5 years in jail for
refusing to go into the army.
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Several cities, including
Miami, Florida, and Chicago,
ere starting "get tough' policies
Zor their police. The police
say that young Negro hoodlums:
are committing more crimes than
ever. :

But it is interesting to
see that the Republican National
Convention will be in Miawmi this
year and the Democratic Conven-
tion will be in Chicago. Demon-
strations against the war are
planned at the Chicago meeting
and mayor Daley says they will
net be allowed to dirupt the
convention.

The Miami Chapter of the
American Civil Liberties Union
says it will file a suit against
the Miami police chief to try
to get rid of the new policy.
The A.C.L.U. director says, "We
believe a lot of innocent people
are going to be harmed along
the way, and on behalf of the
Negro citizens we are protesting
the excessive show of force he
proposes."

S.N.C.C. Chairman Rap Brown
and International Director James
Forman have told African students
they will recruit revolutionaries
to fight white racists in Rhodesia
"if and when you call for them."

Meanwhile, Senator James
Fastland has been supporting the
whites in Rhodesia and has just
won a battle to get the U.S.
governwent to recognize the "right"
of a Rhodesian representative to
live and travel in this country.

The homes of 11 Negro families
in Haywood County, Tennessee,
have been set on fire since
August 4, 1967. These are in
addition to four house burnings
in the spring, the burning of a
church in July, and the bombing
of 1% Negro homes in 1966,

The latest fires came after a

News

federal judge ordered that 10
Negro teachers should be placted
in 5 previously-white schools
and 10 white teachers in 4 pre-
viously~Negro schools, ,

Three federal judges ruled
in December that a U.S. Senate
subcoumittee can keep and use
documents taken from 3 civil
rights and poverty workers in
Pike County, Kentucky, last
August.

Lawyers for the workers told
the court that the papers were
taken under cover of a law that
was later declared unconstitutional.

The Board of Aldermen in
Louisville, Kentucky, has passed
a strong open-housing law as a
result of demonstrations in which
hundreds were arrested last spring.

Another result of the fight
for open housing was the election
of a new board of aldermen on
November 7th, Eleven Democrats
were elected to replace Republi-
cana. The only Republican back
ou the bhoard is Mrs. Louise
Reynolds, a Negro.

SNCC_Chsirman Rap Brown told
white radicals at Columbia Uni-
veraity that he ccusiders them
brothers in the makiung of a
revolution in this country.

He said, "A revolution is not
a white or black thing.... We
have a common problem ~- our
extermination." He explained
that the U.S., government has
gotten 24 conceuntration camps
ready, which will hold 500,000
people. These camps were first
used in the 1940's for Japanese-
Americans.

Brown condemuned Carl Stokes,
new Negro wayor of Cleveland, Ohio,
He said Stokes does not understand
the racist nature of America and
he "has no power in that city, :
which is controlled by white cor-
porations.... He has a role of an
oppressor of the black people."
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around the state

Rep. Robert Clark attended a
luncheoun for legislators given
vednesday by the Mississippi
varketing Council. He sat aloune
at a table set for eight people,
not joined by any of his
fellow law-makers, until a
newspaper reporter sat and ate
with him.

New Bolivar County supervisor
Kermit Stanton was sworn in
fuesday. On Wednesday, he
received, apparently from the
Xu Klux Klan, & black voodoo
doll with pins in it.

The Migsissippi Farm Labor
Letter of the State Employmeut
security Commission said in its
January 3rd issue:

"Minimum wages in agriculture
became & reality on February 1,
1967. This one event affected
the state farm labor force far
wore than the reduction in cotton
acreage of the year before.
Heports of thousands of workers
veing displaced because of mini-

mum wages were grossly exaggerated.

There were severe adjustments
in the farm labor force, however,
~ut those severely affected were
the seasonal force. Very few
day workers were used in coitoun
chopping because of the widespread
use of chemicals for weed control.
Ulder workers residing on farms
and depending almost solely on
day work found thewselves without
any source of income. Although
income of regular farm workers
rose, total fewily income wasg
reduced because family workers
did not have day work."

One or two students frouw
Wilberforce College in Ohio =~
a mostly Negro school - are in
Mississippi to help with a
tutoring program run by the
Delta Ministry. They will spend

three months at Freedom City and
in Greenville, tutoring children
who go to desegregated schools.
About 100 children in Cleveland
and 50 in Mayersville are also
helped by the program, which
brings students from Beloit (in
Wisconsin) and Antiocch (in Ohio)
Colleges, as well as from Wilber-
force.

The Mississippi Legislature
will probably have many battles
over pay for the state's school
teachers. But both the Senate
and House passed a bill to pay
themselves $22.50 a day while
the Legislature is in session,
plus mileage to their home coun-
ties and expeuses.

Several bills were introduced
into the House on Wednesday. One
would allow women to sit on
juries.

Another would require that
all children 7-16 years old must
go to school regularly. (A law
like this was voted out when
the courts said schools bhad to
be integrated.)

Another bill would lower the
voting age from 21 to 18.

Another would allow new resi-
dents to vote after they had lived
in Mississippi one year. (This
would actually benefit whites
more, €ince Negroes are moving
cut and whites woving into the
state.) _

Since the state Constitution
would have to be changed to
lower the voting age and the
residence requirement, there i=z
a resolution in the House to
have the changes voted on in a
gpecial election in June.

A bill suggested by Rep., Stone
Barefield of Hattiesburg would
get rid of party primary electious
and have everybody run in & general
election in October. There would
be & runofif between the top two if
uocbody got a wajority. Independents
would pay the game fee as others.
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CLARK SEATED (continued from page 1)

in some towns and that a pilot wel-
fare program will give decent grants
for one year so that families can
zet in a position to help themselves.
Also, if people are found who want
MDTA job training but haven't been
able to get into the program, train-
ing will be set up for wore people.

Clark's trip was spousored by
MACE (Mississippi Action for Com=
munity Education), a new project
with offices in Greenville. MACE
has gotten a grant from the Field
Foundation through Citizens Crusade
Against Poverty in Washiugton.

While he was in New York, Clark
attended a dinner given by the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund. Richard
Hatcher, new mayor of Gary, Indiana,
and a Negro, was the main speaker,
and Clark was a specisl guest,

Clark also had a press conference,
along with Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Percy Sutton and lawyer Paul
O'Dwyer, a former New York City
councilman. Also, Bronx Borough
President Hermau Badillo and City
Councilman Theodore S. Weiss took
part in the press coufereuce, which
was sel up by the National Conmitiee
for Free Elections in Mississippi.

Clark will wake another trip to
Wasghington in the near future, spon-

sored by the Freedom Democratic Party.

He will talk with Congressmen to
"reap the benefit of their exper-
rence" and to experts in fields in
which he is interested, especially
those who can help bring programs
and &ld to Mississippiaus.

On December 11, Clark spoke at
Jackson State College at & meeting
spousored by the student goveruument.
Clark, who attended Jackson State
hiimself, told the studeunts to feel
proud that they are going there.
"Don't let anyone fool you about
goling to bigger schools, he said.
"Since leaving Jackson State, I have
attended quite a few of the larger
universities around the U.S. My
grades were better at all the other
gchools that are larger than Jackson

Ctudents Petition for Prof.

A senior scciology major at
Millsaps College in Jackson is
passing arocund petitions for
students to sign in support of
& teacher who has been told
his contract will not be re-
newed for next year.

Before Christmas, Willian
Peltz, anthropology instructor
and acting head of the socioclogy
department, was told he would
not have a new contract for
"econowmic reasons." Others
believe, however, that the
real reasou is that the adminis-
tration hag disapproved of some
of his activities.

The administrators don't
like his being on the Commission
on the Delta Ministry, or his
consulting with students on a
Free University that got started
this year. Also, he has gone
to bat for students against
some administration decisions
that he has thought were wrong.

Senior Mary Douglas Hobart.
says she is getting student sup-
port for Peltz because she got
mad that a good teacher was
thrown out for no good reason,

State.®

In answer fto reports that he
might have been approached about
getting FDP to join with the
Young Democcrats in challenging
the Mississippi Democrats next
sunmer, Clark replied that he
had been invited to a recent
meeting of the Mississippi Voter
Education League, but he did not
attend.

Clark said he has had no
problems of discrimination or
harracsment in the legislature.
He was seated without argument
when J.P. Love decided not to
challeuge his qualifications.
Governcr-elect John Bell Willlanms
says he did not influeunce love.



