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around the state

Rep. Robert Clark attended a
luncheoun for legislators given
vednesday by the Mississippi
varketing Council. He sat aloune
at a table set for eight people,
not joined by any of his
fellow law-makers, until a
newspaper reporter sat and ate
with him.

New Bolivar County supervisor
Kermit Stanton was sworn in
fuesday. On Wednesday, he
received, apparently from the
Xu Klux Klan, & black voodoo
doll with pins in it.

The Migsissippi Farm Labor
Letter of the State Employmeut
security Commission said in its
January 3rd issue:

"Minimum wages in agriculture
became & reality on February 1,
1967. This one event affected
the state farm labor force far
wore than the reduction in cotton
acreage of the year before.
Heports of thousands of workers
veing displaced because of mini-

mum wages were grossly exaggerated.

There were severe adjustments
in the farm labor force, however,
~ut those severely affected were
the seasonal force. Very few
day workers were used in coitoun
chopping because of the widespread
use of chemicals for weed control.
Ulder workers residing on farms
and depending almost solely on
day work found thewselves without
any source of income. Although
income of regular farm workers
rose, total fewily income wasg
reduced because family workers
did not have day work."

One or two students frouw
Wilberforce College in Ohio =~
a mostly Negro school - are in
Mississippi to help with a
tutoring program run by the
Delta Ministry. They will spend

three months at Freedom City and
in Greenville, tutoring children
who go to desegregated schools.
About 100 children in Cleveland
and 50 in Mayersville are also
helped by the program, which
brings students from Beloit (in
Wisconsin) and Antiocch (in Ohio)
Colleges, as well as from Wilber-
force.

The Mississippi Legislature
will probably have many battles
over pay for the state's school
teachers. But both the Senate
and House passed a bill to pay
themselves $22.50 a day while
the Legislature is in session,
plus mileage to their home coun-
ties and expeuses.

Several bills were introduced
into the House on Wednesday. One
would allow women to sit on
juries.

Another would require that
all children 7-16 years old must
go to school regularly. (A law
like this was voted out when
the courts said schools bhad to
be integrated.)

Another bill would lower the
voting age from 21 to 18.

Another would allow new resi-
dents to vote after they had lived
in Mississippi one year. (This
would actually benefit whites
more, €ince Negroes are moving
cut and whites woving into the
state.) _

Since the state Constitution
would have to be changed to
lower the voting age and the
residence requirement, there i=z
a resolution in the House to
have the changes voted on in a
gpecial election in June.

A bill suggested by Rep., Stone
Barefield of Hattiesburg would
get rid of party primary electious
and have everybody run in & general
election in October. There would
be & runofif between the top two if
uocbody got a wajority. Independents
would pay the game fee as others.
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CLARK SEATED (continued from page 1)

in some towns and that a pilot wel-
fare program will give decent grants
for one year so that families can
zet in a position to help themselves.
Also, if people are found who want
MDTA job training but haven't been
able to get into the program, train-
ing will be set up for wore people.

Clark's trip was spousored by
MACE (Mississippi Action for Com=
munity Education), a new project
with offices in Greenville. MACE
has gotten a grant from the Field
Foundation through Citizens Crusade
Against Poverty in Washiugton.

While he was in New York, Clark
attended a dinner given by the
NAACP Legal Defense Fund. Richard
Hatcher, new mayor of Gary, Indiana,
and a Negro, was the main speaker,
and Clark was a specisl guest,

Clark also had a press conference,
along with Manhattan Borough Presi-
dent Percy Sutton and lawyer Paul
O'Dwyer, a former New York City
councilman. Also, Bronx Borough
President Hermau Badillo and City
Councilman Theodore S. Weiss took
part in the press coufereuce, which
was sel up by the National Conmitiee
for Free Elections in Mississippi.

Clark will wake another trip to
Wasghington in the near future, spon-

sored by the Freedom Democratic Party.

He will talk with Congressmen to
"reap the benefit of their exper-
rence" and to experts in fields in
which he is interested, especially
those who can help bring programs
and &ld to Mississippiaus.

On December 11, Clark spoke at
Jackson State College at & meeting
spousored by the student goveruument.
Clark, who attended Jackson State
hiimself, told the studeunts to feel
proud that they are going there.
"Don't let anyone fool you about
goling to bigger schools, he said.
"Since leaving Jackson State, I have
attended quite a few of the larger
universities around the U.S. My
grades were better at all the other
gchools that are larger than Jackson

Ctudents Petition for Prof.

A senior scciology major at
Millsaps College in Jackson is
passing arocund petitions for
students to sign in support of
& teacher who has been told
his contract will not be re-
newed for next year.

Before Christmas, Willian
Peltz, anthropology instructor
and acting head of the socioclogy
department, was told he would
not have a new contract for
"econowmic reasons." Others
believe, however, that the
real reasou is that the adminis-
tration hag disapproved of some
of his activities.

The administrators don't
like his being on the Commission
on the Delta Ministry, or his
consulting with students on a
Free University that got started
this year. Also, he has gone
to bat for students against
some administration decisions
that he has thought were wrong.

Senior Mary Douglas Hobart.
says she is getting student sup-
port for Peltz because she got
mad that a good teacher was
thrown out for no good reason,

State.®

In answer fto reports that he
might have been approached about
getting FDP to join with the
Young Democcrats in challenging
the Mississippi Democrats next
sunmer, Clark replied that he
had been invited to a recent
meeting of the Mississippi Voter
Education League, but he did not
attend.

Clark said he has had no
problems of discrimination or
harracsment in the legislature.
He was seated without argument
when J.P. Love decided not to
challeuge his qualifications.
Governcr-elect John Bell Willlanms
says he did not influeunce love.



