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Robe t Clark of Holmes County was sworn in Tuesday a e noon as the 
fi.st Negro member of the Mississippi House of Representatives in this 
century . Seven of his friends watched from the gallery a nd perhaps a 
do zen others waited in the hallway. 

Because another representat ive from his district ha s been i n the House 
a long time, Mr . Clark is seated .in the front row. Next to him is the 
chair where the S eaker or the HoJse , who runs the meetings as chairman, 
will sit when he is not leading the meeting from u in front. The 
other Holmes County-Yazoo County representa ives sit across the cent er 
a·sle from Clark. 

Clark expects to introduce several bills, which he hopes the Legis­
lature will approve and make into state la:ws. One bill will be to give 
public school teachers te ure after 3 years o~ teaching. At this tioe, 
th ere is no tenure in public schools, so teacher~ can be fired at the 
will of school official . 

He also wants a la\<J that wil. give school principals a standard 
salary according to the number of teaching unj_ts they supervise. Now , 
white principals often. get paid ~uch more t an ~egro principals even 
though they are in charge of fev-1-r students. And Cla.r·k ·will wr.ite a 
bill to improve cchool bus transportation so tbat bu3es ar:e n t overcrowde.J. 

Clark is interes ed .in supporting a compulsory school law tha vl uld 
apply to children 6-17. A bill t hat has already been ·ntroduced into t he 
legislature by another representative would make schooling compulsory 
f or children 7-16. Clark is considering now whether h . might try to 
co-sign that bill, but he vJould like to see the age li.mi ts char.ged. 

He also mi.ght co-sign a bil1 trat would lmver the v oting age from 21 
to 18 .. 

Clark wants to get a bill passed th~t would raise th- amount of monay 
pai· through the Welfare Departm _nt and see t o it that prqgna t mother ~ 
are not cut off . He said he is not encouraging child en to be born out 
of wedlock, but ''if you give peofle an opportunity to learn: :f you give 
eople cor r ec·t cultural valves and increase their ppo::tuni tie , ll there 

w · 11 not be so many ni lcgi timatc child -.:·en born . nThose t<Jho have made 
this society possible are responr.::ibl , " be said, ot WE,lfare mothers. 

Olark traveled to Wash.:.ngton, .D.C. and N'ew York, .December 11 - 14 and 
m t with representativos of several federal agencies and at least one 
Congressman. He said he was lf·~rying to check w1th foundationc .s:na or­
ganizat·ons that could make money available'' t .ississippi peop..,e . It 
appears that the Housing and Urban evelopmeut agency will help get sevJer<:J 

(continued on page six) 
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LADIES ON THE MOVJi: :. THE JEANNETTE 
RANXIN BRIGADE MARCHES ON 

WASHINGTON IN J"ANUARY 

washi ngton, D .. C.. (Liber a tion News 
Ser i ce ) Dec . 20 r 1967--

Ameri ca ' s women a re on t he ma r ch 
aga i nst t he war . 

On J·a.nuar y 15, 1968 , "women f rom 
al ov er t he l a nd will c onverge on 
w·ashington to demand t he end of 
th1s dishonor able war ," accor di ng 
to a s tat ement released by former 
Congr esswoman Jea nnett e Ranki n and 
by Vi -v-:l.e.n Halll.nan. 

Miss Rankin, now 86, '~as the 
fi r s t woman elected to the u.s . 
Congress, and cast t he only vot e 
aga inst U. S. involvement in both 
world wars . She s ays she pl a ns 
t o get a rrest ed here in Januar y. 
11 If we had 10 , 000 women will ing to 
go to jai l if necessary, we c oul d 
stop the war .in Viet nam , u she sa i d . 

Miss Ranki n and Mrs . Ha1linan , 
wife of 1952 Pr ogressi.ve Pa rty 
Pres i dentia . candidate Vincent 
:Hallinan, are t r ying to f orm a 
bri.gade of women "wi l ling t o s t a y 
i n jail until the bombing i s 
~topped •. " This group wi ll ca l l 
1.tself t he Jeannet t e Ranki n Brigad e . 

Si multaneously, Women St rike 
t or Peace wi l l conduct a Mourning 
Ma r ch on Janua ry 15 , t he day 
Congres s r ee onvenes . The women , 
tho will dress i n black , wi l l ask 
Congress "t o end tbe war and hea l 
our sick s oci et v a t home." V·lS P 
als o pl ans to b~gin campaigns for 
s ome of its members who will run 

· fo r nat i ona l and l ocal offices, 
a ccording to national WSP presi­
dent Mrs. Dagmar Vf i .l on . 

Mrs . Wi l son sa i d t he l adies will 
pres enta pet i tion to Sena te 
Maj ority Leader , Mike Mans field, 
a f t er ma r ching ±'rom Uni on Stat ion 
to the Capi to l , a distance of 
· bout 10 bl ocks. 
(You ca n g e t mor e information fr om 
The J eannet t e Rankin Bri gad e , c / o 
Georgina Gr anner, 520 North Michi gan , 
Chicago , I l linois 60611 

January 5, 1968 
·------------~ .......... 

Agttt h.St t ktt 

Gen . David Shoup , r etired 
comma.n.der of t he U .. s .. Marine1s 
s a i.d lara t mont h tha:~ the Viet~am 
conflict i s r eally a c i vil war, 
betv~een tw o groups of Vi.ctnameae . 
He sa i d that the •::: orm:nur.li nt s i ~ 
Southea .. :t Asia. are not a t h reat 
t o t he United Sta t es , a s Presi­
dent J ohns on clai ms. 

Gen . Shoup, who ha s wo n t he 
MHde.l of Honor, said it is 
.. unadulterated poppycock " to 
bel.ieve t ha t t he ~~ar is ser vlng 
U 

~ 

.. sq inter ests. 
I n 1966 , h e said that the 

Unit ed States should have kept 
its 11di.rty , bloody f ingers " 
out of Viet nam. 

The u. s. Senat e i s i nves t i ­
gat i ng news re:p or ..~..s ·that t he 
inci dent nea r Viet nam in 1964 
t hat got t he u.s . more and mo~e 
i nvolved in fi ghting there, 
may not hav e r ea lly happened . 

Supposedly, two U. S. shi ps 
were a t t acked by Nor t h Vi etnames e 
torpedo boa t s . As a r esult , 
President JohnBon ordered U . S~ 
planes to f ire back, and he 
a sked Congress f or an emergency 
vote of support * S.ince that 
resolut i on was pas ~ed, J ohnson 
has star t ed bombing north Vi et l'l.H.to. 
and s ent over a h~~ lf mi l l ion 
U *S ~ :3old i ers t o f i ght. 

The~ Sena·te i s looki ng i nt o 
the o ·'f t ci a l reports mad e i n 
1964 by the u . s . ships t hat 
it i s sai wer e f irea ln. 

Ma~y c ompa tlies thr oughout 
the Un1.ted Sta t es art"; ruaki ng 
money by get t ing l arge de fens e 

( c on·t;inued on page three ) 

o1· f r om Women .St riJn~ f or 
Peace, 799 Broadway , New 
Yo r k City~ New Yo r k 10003. ) 
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N~fS FROM THE MOVEMENT AGA INST THE WAR (continued from page two) 

contracts to make materials for 
the war in Vietnam. 

In Mississippi, the Ingalls 
Shipbuilding Company is getting 
$4 million from Unqle Sam to 
build a nuclear-powered attack 
s ubmarine. 

In Kingsport, Tenn., the 
Eastman Kodak Company is getting 
more than $54 million for 
explosives. 

9 9 9 9 9 

The U.S. Justice Department 
has set up a special criminal 
unit to prosecut e anti-war demon­
strators who break Selective 
Service (draft) laws or interfere 
with military recruiting. A 
statement by Draft Director Lewis 
B. Hershey and At torney General 
Ramsay Clark asked local law 
enforcement officials to 11 Vigor­
ously prosecute v iolations of 
local laws vvhich may occur in 
demonstrations against the 
selective servic e system." 

Hershey and Clark promised 
that people would not be arrested 
for legal demonstrations against 
the draft, and that legal protest­
ers would not be drafted faster 
or get special treatment by the 
draft boards . 

A number of suits are in court 
now to get a change in an earlier 
policy announced by Hershey that 
would bring quicker induction to 
a ny young men who protested the 
war . The American Civil Liberties 
Union and many student government 
presidents from U.S. colleges are 
j oining in the legal battle to 
allow free speech against the war. 

News stories are full of reports, 
h owever, of men who are being sen~ 
to jail for refusing to bcl drafted 
and of men who ar e being re-classi­
fied 1 -A after they've been 
arrested during draft protests. 

- 2 University of Texas students 
were made 1-A after they sent 
back their draft cards . 
- 6 men in Bloomington, Indiana, 
were indicted by a federal grand 
j ury for refusing induction into 
the Army, although at least one 
of them has never been called 
up for induction. 
- A Roman Catholic priest, 30 
yea~0 old, was reclassiiied-r-A 
in Genesen, New York, after he 
turned in his draft card. 
- 3 Americans studying in England 
have been decla red delinquent and 
mad e 1-A. They turned in their 
draft cards October 16 , along 
with members of the Res i s tance 
in the U.S. 
- A young man in Illinois who 
does not believe in vio lence and 
war was sentenced to 3 years in 
pri s on for refusing to go into 
the Army. 
- I n Los Ange l es, at least 4 
draft resisters have been made 
1 -A, while several others have 
be en visit ed by the FBI . 
-Gene Guerrero, J r., first 
chairman of the Southern Student 
Organizing Commi ttee, refused 
induction December 4th in Atlanta . 
He read a statement saying, " I 
believe that a person should 
attempt to match his actions with · 
his beliefs .... I believe that 
war i s wrong a nd I cannot parti ­
cipate in war. I believe that 
the war in Vietnam is immoral, 
illegal, and contrary to the 
interests of the American people. 11 

- A Seattle, Washington, man is 
taking his sentence of five years 
in pri s on to the U.S. Supreme 
Court . He refused induction. 
- While over 100 people picketed 
outside and then marched into the 
courtro om, Eddie Oquendo, a black 
man , was sentenced in Brooklyn, 
New York, to 5 yea r s in jail for 
refusing to go into the army . 
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Severa l cities, inc l uding 
Niami , Floriid a , and Chicago, · 
are starting "g_et tough" policies 
~or t heir pollee. Tbe police 
say tha t ·young Negro hoodlums 
are committi~g more crimes than 
ever . 

But it is interesting to 
see that the Republican National 
Convent i on will be in Miami this 
year a nd the Democr a t i c Conven­
ti on wi l l be i n Chicago. Demon­
s rati ons agains t the war a re 
planned at t he Chicago meeting 
a nd mayor Daley sa ys they will 
n1t be a lowed t o dirupt th e 
convent i on. 

The Miami Chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Uni on 
says i t will file a suit against 
the Miami polic e chi ef to try 

o get r id of the new poli cy. 
The A. C . L~U. director says, MWe 
believe a lot of innocent people 
are going to be h rmed al ong 
the way~ and on behalf of the 
Negro citizens we are protesting 
the excessive show of f orce he 
propos es." 

S.N .C.C . Chairman Rap Brown 
and I nternational Director James 
Forman have told African student& 
they wi l l recruit revolut i onaries 
to fight whit e racists in Rhodesia 
".f and when you r-al l f or them . 11 

Meanwhile, Senator James 
Eastland has been supporting the 
vJh i t es in Rhodesia and has ~i ust 
won a battle to get the U.S . 
government t o recognize the "right" 
of a Rhod esia n representative to 
live and t r ave l in this country . 

The homes of 11 egro amilies 
in Ha~ood Count y , Tennessee, 
ha e been set on fire since 
Aug st 4, 1967. Th ese are in 
ad dition to f our house b r nings 
in the spring , the burni ng of a 
wburch in J uly , and t he ombing 
of 13 Negro homes in 1966. 

The latest fires came after a 
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federal judge ordered that 10 
Negro teachers should ~e plac~d 
in 5 previously - bite schools 
and 10 white teachers in 4 pr e ­
vi ously -Negro schools . 

Three federal ~ udg~s ruled 
in December that a U.S. Senate 
subcommit t ee can keep and use 
documents taken f r om 3 civi l 
r i ghts and pover ty workers in 
Pike County, Ken~~cky , l a s t 
August. 

Lawyers for the wor kers told 
the court that the paper were 
taken under cover of a law that 
VJas later declat:ed unconstituti o.1al . 

The Board of Alder men in 
Loui sville, KentuckJ!, has passed 
a s trong open-housi ng l aw as a 
result of demons trati ons in which 
hundreds ere arrested l ast spring. 

Another result of the fight 
for open housing as the ·election 
of a new board of alde rmen on 
NoYember 7th. Eleven Democrats 
were elect d to replace Republi­
cans. The only Republican back 
on the board is Mrs. Louis e 
Reynolds, a Negro. 

SNCC C~J.E.man Ra.:g Browp. tol.£. 
white radica s at Columbia Uni­
versity· t hat he consid ers ·them 
bro thers in the maki ng of a 
~~ion in this _9oungy. 

He saia, "A revoiution i s not 
a white or black tb· ng .• .. We 
have a com on problem -- our 
extermination.~~ He expla i ned 
that th U.S. government has 
gotten 24 concentration camps 
ready, which will hold 500,000 
people. T ese camps 111ere first 
used in the 1940's for Japanese­
Americans. 

~rown condemned Carl Stokes, 
new Neg1·o mayor of Cleveland, Ohio. 
He said Stokes does not unders tand 
th_e · racist natur e of America and 
he "has no pow~~ in that city , 
which is contro·l'Ied by white cor ­
porations . •. • He has a role of an 
oppressor of the black people . " 
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~~E~~-Robert Clark attended a 
luncbeo for legislators given 
tJ ednesday by t .he Mississippi 
1arketing Oounci .. He sat alone 
at a tabl e set for eight people, 
not joined by any of his 
fellow law-makerst until a 
newspaper reporter at and a e 
wi th him. 

New Bolivar ,Oount~ervisor 
Kermit Stanton was sworn in 
Tuesday. On Wednesday he 
·_·ecei ved , pparently from the 
Ku Kl x Kla n, a black voodoo 
doll with pins in it. 

The Mississ iQP.i Farm Labor 
Letter of the State Empl . ment 
Security Commission sa·d i.n its 
January 3rd iss u 

'~inimum wages in agri ulture 
became a reality on February 1, 
1967. This one v nt affected 
the state farm labor force far 
~ore ' ban ~here uct i on in cotton 
ac reage of the year before. 
Reports of thou sands of workers 
being isp aced because of mini-
m m wages were grossly exaggerated. 

There were severe adjustments 
in the farm labor force, however , 
~t t hose severely affected were 

t. he seasonal force . Very few 
da y workers were used in cot ton 

bopping because of the widespread 
Js e of chemicals for weed control. 
Older wor~ers residing on farms 
a nd depending almost solely on 
day work found t emselves without 
n y sou· ce of incom . Although 
i rcome of regular farm workers 
1 e, total family income was 
reduced because family workers 
did not hav-e aay lt~ork." 

One or two students fro 
Wi lberforce Colleg .:n Ohio -
a mostly Negro school - are in 
Mississippi to help with a 
t t ari ng program run by the 
De .ta Ministry. Th y wi ll spend 

three months at Freedom City an 
in Greenville, t taring children 
who go to desegr .gated schools. 
A out 100 ch "ldren in Cle· eland 
and 50 in Mayersville are also 
helped by the program, which 
brings students from Be- oit (in 
Wisconain) and Antioch (in Ohio) 
Co l leges, a s we l l as from Wilber 
i't>rce. 

The ~ssissippi Legislature 
wil probably ha e many battles 
over pay for the state's s chool 
teachers. But both the Senate 
and House passed a b'll to pay 
t hemselv s $22.50 a da y while 
the Legislat re is in session, 
plus mileage t o their home coun­
ties and expenses. 

Several bills were introduced 
into the House on Wednesday. One 
wo ld allow vomen to sit on 
juries. 

A other would require that 
all children 7-16 years old lliUSt 
go to schoo regula rly. (A la.'-'~ 
like this was voted out when 
the courts said schools had to 
be integrated .. ) 

Another blll >~auld lm.; r the 
vot ing age from 21 to 18. 

Another ;ould allow new res i­
dents to vote after they ha d livad 
in MissJ.ssippi one year. (Tb.i s 
wa ul a tually b nefit whites 
more~ since Negroes are moving 
out and whites moving in o the 
s tate.) 

Since the state Oonst i ution 
would ha e t b changed to 
lower the voting age and the 
residence req irement, there ia 
a resolution in the House to 
have the hanges voted on in a 
special election in June. 

A bill suggested by Rep. Stone 
Bflrcfield of Hattiesburg would 
ge}~ rid of r::arty primar~ e l ection:" 
a:ncr Eave everyood..z ru . ~n a Jl~_If!a!lf 
el ction In OCltoher. Tner"Er wou 
0e a runof':f bet>tJeen the top two if 
nob dy got a ajori ty. t d epet"~t~ 
!? OU.lQ •• .:Q.?.Y tl1~ sam!?. f..JL~_gther:g. 
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in some towns and tbat a pilot wel­
fare p~ogram will give d~c~nt grant s 
for o e year so that fam~l~es can 
5 e in a position to help t hems elves . 
Also if people are f ound who want 
MDTA' j ob training but haven' t bee~l 
able to get into the program, tra~n­
ing will be set up for more people . 

Clark ' s trip was sponsored b 
MACE (Mississip i Action for .coT­
muni ty Ed ca ·ion) 1 a new proJec~ 
with offices in Greenville. IvtACE 
has got ten a grant from the Field_ 
Foundation through Citizens Crusaae 
Aga.in.s+ Pov,rty in 1 ashi ngton . 

While h e was in !few York 3 Clark 
attended a dinner given by the 
NAACP :Uegal Defense :Pund. R.ichard 
Hat chert new mayor of Gary, Indiana, 
and a Negro, was the main speaker, 
and Clark was a speci&l gues t . 

Clark also had a press conference , 
along with Nlanha ttan Borough Pr es i.­
dent Percy Sutton and lawyer Paul 
o '.D,.;yer, a forr: er Ne'i."' York City 
CulHl ,ilman. Also, Bronx Borough 
'President Herman Ea illo and City 
Councilman Tlwodore s. Weiss took 
art in the press 'conference, which 

was s et up by the National Oot?mittee 
for Free Elections in Mississ~ppi . 

Clark will make another trip t o 
W'13.sh'ngtan in. the near futur e, spon­
-.,o:r.ed by the Freedom Dereocrati Party . 
rle will talk with Congressmen to 
··reap the bene.fi t of -t~eir. exper:­
iencen and to experts 1.n f~elds ~n 
which he is in·erested, especially 
those vho can help bring programs 
and a id to Mississippians. 

On December J.l, Clark spoke· at 
~:cks on State College at a meet i ng 
sponsored by the st dent gover1ment . 
Clark , who attended Jackson State 
t1 imself. told the students to feel 
proud that they are going the re. 
'Don 't let anyone fool you ~bout 
going t o bigge schoJls , e said . 
nsince leaving Jackson State, I hav-e 
a tended quite a few of the larger 
universities around the U. S. ~y 
~rades were better at all the other 
schools "';h .t are larger than Jackson 

~t.ud~11t.s Petitioh for Prof. 
A seni or sociology major at 

Millsaps College in Jackson is 
passing around petitions for 
student s to sign in support o 
a t .eacher who has been tol d 
his contract will not be re­
newed for next year . 

Before Christma s , William 
Peltz, anthropology i nstructor 
and ac t·ng head of the soc i o ~ gy 
de partment, was tol he "!ould 
not have a new contract fo r 
"eco omic reasons .~~ Others 
be lieve , however , that t he 
rea l r -as on is that the adminis­
tration has disapproved of some 
of h is activities . 

The administrators don ' t 
like his being on the CommisBi.o ... 
on the Delta Minist ryt or his 
consult ing with s tu dents on a 
Free Universi ty tha got started 
t his year. Also, he has gone 
to bat for students against 
some administration decision~ 
that be has thought were ~roug. 

,_'en · or Mary Dougla._. Hobar"'.., . 
saya s~e is get i ng stud ent s~p­
port f or Peltz because she go~ 
mad ·hat a good teacher was 
thrown out for no good reas on. 

State. " 

In , nswe to repor ts t 1e.t l e 
might have been 'pproached a.bo:.1t 
getting FDP to join with th~ 
Young Democrats in challeng1ng 
the Mississippi Democrats next 
summer, Clark replied tha t he 
ha d been invited to a recent 
meeting of t he Mississippi.Vots~ 
Educat · on League , ut he d1.d :J.i; 

attend . 
Clark sa id he has had no 

problems of ~iscrimina~i n~or 
ha rassment 1n the leg1s1a·vure. 
He was s ated without argument 
when J.P . Love decided n?· to 
challenge his q~alifica · 1.~~1s..;. . 
Governor-elect John Bell ~11L1~ms 
s ays be did not . nfluenc: Love. 


