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THE MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY - The End of a Movement? (éont'd)

The KKK control of striking Masonite workers in
Laurel, Miss. should be investigated and publicized.
~-From the Position Paper of the

Missigsippi Delegation to the National Conference for
New Politics, Mississippi Newsletter, 9/15/67, p. 7.

This refers to the most important labor struggle in Mississippi in
decades. In April of this year, the Masonite Corporation began & drive to
destroy Local #5443, International Woodworkers of America, one of the
oldest and strongest unions in Mississippi. Led by some of the black
union members, the workers wildcatted, walked off their jobs without wait-
ing for the union's sanction. (It should be mentioned that this local
union has never affiliated with the Mississippi State Central ILabor Council
...because they felt that the State Council would interfere with their
ability to strike when and as long as they wanted to.) This strike goes
on even as you read this article, in spite of dozens of court injunctions,
~armed company police, a total press blackout in Mississippili, a trumped-up
murder indictment against two union members, etc.

Since April, some of the black workers have scabbed on their striking
brothers (although other black workers have held firm and stayed off the
job). The "excuse” for this scabbing is the alleged "Ku Klux Klan" con-
trol of the union. All this is rather paradoxical in view of the fact
that the leaders of this union vowed a public war on the Klan several
years ago when Klan thugs beat up the business agent of the union. At
that time, the union published a famous public statement to the Klan: "If
you want blood to flow in the streets of Laurel, you'll bhave it!"

There are Klan members in this union, but in view of the Klan's long
anti-union history, it is doubtful if they "control" the wildcatting
workers. Yet the MFDP people at the NCNP Convention flatly asserted that
the Klan controls the strike, and that this justifies black scabbing.

Instead of making an energetic effort tc unify the Masonite workers,
end black scabbing, and win this strike, the MFDP has chosen to remain
aloof from this struggle (as of this writing) and, instead, concentrate
on court wmaneuvers and going toc the Democratic Convention in Chicago.

The Assoclated Press said today that several county
election commissions are checking to see if FDP in-
dependent candidates can be disqualified frow runaing.
State law says that no independent can vote in the
primaries, It is reported that a few did vote.
~~Mississippi Newsletter, 9/15/67, p. 1.

In other words, there has been next to no serious political education
of the oppressed black people of Mississippli. The MFDP has taken the
public attitude: "Democratic Primary or Independent Candidates -- What
difference does it make as long as we win?"

Indeed, what difference does it make when MFDP Chairman lawreunce
Guyot says on May 2, 1967, after the Sunflower County defeats:

We have been raped!...If we have learned one lesson
from this election, it is to stay the hell out of the
Democratic Party. -~ Migsissippi Newsletter, 9/29/67, p. 1.

(next page)
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MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY -~ The Zné of a Movement? (cont'd)

And follows that up with a decision to go to the Dewocratic National
Convention in 1963 and beg for aduittance as "loyal Democrats willing <o
support the national Democratic candidates, that is LBJ"7

How are the rank-and-file of the Mississippi movement tc ftell the
difference between an independent political movement contrcelled by the
people and a cog in the national Democratic Party machine when the chalr-
man of their organization caunnoct seem %o tell this difference?

When the Hinds County FDP News printed a public statementl called "Black
Power is Fire Power!" ~ an appeal to black people to defend their righis
violently if necessary ~ MFDP Chairman Guyot said that this was not the
policy of the FDP, that "the policy of the FDP is to work iu The political
arena." (Miss. Newgletter, 9/22/67, p.2). Guyot reversed himself exactly
one week later in the following words:

Everyone in the civil rights wmovement should carry

a gun. We need to be prepared to defend those we're
trying to organize. From birth to death, we've been
the first to go. I think we've been down on our knees
too long. There's a time to be nouviolent and there's
a time to BE. --Migs. Newsletter, $/29/67, p. 2.

Armed struggle for black liberation or non-violent electoral politicking,
what difference does it wmake...as loung as you win?

Oh my God, thet Poverty Program...we fought for that
program two 8o0lid years, and then after fighting for
it two years, people are scared to open their mouth
after they get it...They see that they gonna make some
pretty good money and they tend to get guiet, and I
think it was directed for that purpose. Cause right now
you can see what's happening in Mississippi. It's
trying to maneuver the votes in the Administration way
for 1968. --Mrs. Fannie TLou Hamer, The Movement,

‘ 3:10, Gctober 1967, p. 11,

marked success cannot be blamed

That such crude bribery could have suc
ack movement; such gross

qe
on the "inexperience" ¢f the Mississippi bl
betrayal could only have succeeded with the active help of people ingide
the MFDP, inside the leadership of the MFDP, The question can now pe

asked: of those who voted to once sgain beg the national Demccratic Party
for admittance and thereby pledge the MFDP to working for the re-election
of Lyndon "Butcher” Johnson, whai percentage have active connections with
the Poverty Program in Mississippi?

By the way, the Federal Government,
gleefully learning the lesszons of ite
growingly succegsful campaign o Huy off
whole chunks of the Missigsippi novement
has since added "40%of the activigts” of
the Lowndes County Freedom Party (Black
Panthers) to the Poverty Program payrolil
(Mark Comfort in The Movement, 10/67, p.
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MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM DEMOCRATIC PARTY - The End of & Movement? (cont'd)

5S¢ we have certain cbjiective fa ctaw t¢ counsider: a wmovement that all
¢f us have helped to build is now fragmented by personal 4tru&gies for
@OWitical-nconomi machines; w hcin chinks of this wovement's best peopie
bought off by Federal mnney° 8 gerioua division between white and black
workers in a strike situation which normally uanites workers in a common
struggle against the boss's oppression; a pathetic new pilgrimage 1o
Chicago to seek the blessings of the American fdhrer.

With all thig there hag been the clear emergence of a defeatlist attii
on the nart @f wany Mississippi movement leaders, Une MFDP leader pri-
vately sail "The peonle are tired; they want a sirongly disciplined
political m@cazne with one big leader like Charles Fvers (Mississippi K

chief) that they can look up to and follow.™

of aaurH99 if the ugnEBS&Gd black people of Migeilssippl are in such bad
shape, why should anyone kunock hims elf out trying to orgauize a revolu-
Ticunary Glitleal wovement centroiled by %the p&aple? The answer is obvic
one @bculda' » and an increasing proportion of MFDP people seem to be taking
this road. After all, if the »neople want to be oppressed, then it's betier
for you Yo be in the camp o the oppressor Lgreb some poverty money aund
start building yeu“ own political mafh¢nz) than the cawmp of the oppressed
(which is losing not ounly the fight but even the desire to fight).

~ 50
’

In Mississippl teday there are still many honest black radicals and
even a sm&;i but grawaﬁg number of young white radicals (in case you're
interested, one way to find out who they are is fo discover wh@ is not ounly
not »@tth& any poverty money but dampn well doesn't want any! and
nothing I have said should be takeun as criticism of their eilorvu.

wp But the MPDP as a wovement and as we have known it since 1964 may be
coming to an end. A radical pecple's movement does not fo to the ruler's
pelitical parties begging admittance and promising to support the butchers
of black Americans and the Vietnamese people. i radical pemyle g movement
does not say to the people that "it makes no difference whether you run
as a Democrat or as an independent.” A radical pe gple's wmovement does not
tell the people that it wakes no difference whether you follow the road of
armed struggle or the road of election politicking. A radical people's
wovement does unot support scabbing. A radical people's movement does not
advocate Geyendencr on the ruler's courts of “law " A radical people's
movement does not &o on the payreoll of the ruler's Government. Every
radical and revolu ionary peOli“’S movement in zh@ world today does the
opposite of all tbeba things. And there is 1ittle defeatism in their
ranks, for every day brings fresh victories for the people over their
oppressors!

These are the lessons of the Mlsﬂéssip@i aoveuent to date: if the
movement people of Mississippi learn them in time, the MFDP wmay yet be
saved frow a disgraceful end. But whatever the out come, the oppressed
people of Mississippi and this counitry will ﬂvenﬁvazig learn these lessous
beyond all forgetfulness...and so will win their liberation.

--=Bd Clark

A note from the editvor to Ed Clark: A man in Jackson told us he agrees in
general with what you say. ﬂauevef, ne was sorry you let Charles Xverg
off so0 easy. An article on page two gives a good example of how Evers
either "doesn't know the difference" gr is unw1*llng te say what he
really thinks -~ the same way each time.



