




T 11sstsc ippi rews et ter November 3, 1967 pa._e ,.· ... 

·----------------------------------
(The .fo lowirtg a rti e e is reprinted from the newsle ter of the New Orleaus 
Movement or a Democratic Society t November, 1967 iosue.) 

:r H E END 0 F A r10"t EMENT? 

The Ex . cutive Comm·· ttee o:f the Mississippi J?reedo.m 
Democrat i c Par .. y decided 0Unday to challenge the wbite 
Miss issippi delegation to the 1968 Democratic 
Convention. .. ett er, 9/22/67, p , 1 

s tbis re.ally true? What does t t mean? Questions like thes.e are 
a lready heard among movement peopl · n New Orleans and will surely be 
echoed as this news spreads acros s the 

The 1'1ississippi Freedom Democr tic Party occupies a special place in 
m nds of all movement people, f or it . was the first organizing 

of viha t came to be called the New Left. Together with. SNCC, it \>Jas th J 

fo.t her of the Berkeley E'ree Speech Iv:Iovement, the Na tional Co-ordinating 
Committee to End the Wa in Vietnam tb., massive gro th of' the Students 
for a Democratic Society, the Lowndes County (Ala .. ) ]'reed om Pa.r·ty,. and 
ma.ny other organiza"ti ons and movements.. The· M.FJJ was the 11Aississippi 
Freedom Summer,, u "The · ummer That Didn't End , n etc.. When the wer; t 
to t he Democratic National Cotvention of 1964 tn A'lant "i.c City, the typical 
1 · b era. back-stabbing of Humphrey, Re thevl, etc., 'Vv s the f · rst 

evelation of the rea.c ti.onary nature of 1.iberalism for many people now i n 
the movement. For many years now, when American ... th:i.nk of the Southern 
Movement, they have t: ught first of the Mississippi Freed om Democratic 
Party .. 

It· is now time to reali z e that the IviFDP as in more recent days becomE:. 
other thing. A t phrase hereabouts refers to t 1e "Balkanj.zation" 
(breaking up into sma ll groups) of Mis is .i.ppi. mo·vemf!'n polities.. .a1o o 
with vhe sincere, radicals fighti g for. the - iberation of black Mississi p .. 
: ·· ans, other f'or.-ces have a.risel'l... It i.s widely known though seldom 
reported that a whol e series of b l ack politJcal empires are being carved 
out 'V'Ji thin the I"tissj.ssi ppi Freedom Democrat ic Party today. .L.bere is a. 
wnole group of black hustlers/hipsters within the 11]1 P who seek, like .Ad c;;.m 
Clayto1 Powell, to build black political-economic machines to carry o t 
· · e further exploitation of the black people of They have no 
inter est in the movement except as i t serves to expand the1r own wealth 
and power.. The effects of this d evelopmen u hav-e not been slo'"J i.n emer ging, 
as \vi1l be demonstrat ed below e 

(MF.DP Chairman Lawrence) Guyo t mentioned mostly court 
suits in discussing F .D . P. activities: trying to get 
wome on ·uries; reapportioning the state legislature; 
county 9/22/67 1, 

This, of course, repre .... ento the power within the MF· P of tl:e 
id associated with he Ivf:ississippi branc' of t 1e ·ational Associat ion 
f or the Advancement of Co l ored Peopl e (NA CP) which has for decades em ... 
phasized the courts as an agency of bJ..ack "liberation.," In those sec 
o:f the MFDP where ·he NAACP is or ganizationally dominant, ¥.l.FDP black 
candidates n a.rly a ways run insid e the Democra ·i c primarl.es .. 

(o er) 
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THE MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM D.EM:OCRATIC PARTY - The End of a Move.ment? { cont 'd) 

The KKK control of striking Masonite workers in 
Laurel, Miss. should be investigated and publicized. 

--From the Pos.ition Paper of the 
Mississippi Delegation to the National Conference for 
New Politics, Mississippi Newsletter, 9/15/67, p. 7. 

This refers to the most important labor struggle in Mississippi in 
decades. In April of this year, the Masonite Corporation began a drive ~o 
destroy Local #5443, International Woodworkers of America, one of the 
oldest and strongest unions in Mississippi. Led by some of the black 
union members, the workers wildcatted, walked off their jobs without wait­
ing for the union's sanction. (It should be mentioned that this local 
union has never affiliated with the Mississippi State Central Labor Council 
•• ~because they felt that the State Council would interfere with their 
ability to strike when and as long as they wanted to.) This strike goes 
on even as you read this article, in spite of dozens of court injunctions, 
armed company police, a total press blackout in Mississippi, a trumped-up 
murder indictment against two union members, etc. 

Since April, some of the black workers have scabbed on their striking 
brothers (although other black workers have held firm and stayed off the 
job). The "excuse" for this scabbing is the alleged uKu Klux Klan" con­
trol of the union. All this is rather paradoxical in view of the fact 
that the leaders of this union vowed a public war on the Klan seve·ral 
years ago when Klan thugs beat up the business agent of the union. At 
that time, the union published a famous public statement to the Klan: ni:t: 
you want blood to flow in the streets of Laurel, you'll have it!" 

There are Klan members in this union, but in view of the Klan's long 
anti-unioil1iistory, it is doubtful if they "control" the wildcatting 
workers. Yet the MFDP people at the NCNP Convention flatly asserted that 
the Klan controls the strike, and that this justifies black scabbing. 

Instead of ~king an energetic effort to unify the Masonite workers, 
end black scabbing, and win this strike, the MFDP has chosen to remain 
aloof from this struggle (as of this writing) and, i.nstead, concentrate 
on court maneuvers and going to the Democratic Convention in Chicago. 

The Associated Press said today that several county 
election commissions are checking to see it FDP in­
dependent candidates can be disqualified from running. 
State law says that no independent can vote in the 
primaries. It is reported that a few did vote. 

--Mississlpyi Ne·wsletter, 9/15/67, p. 1. 

In other words, there has been next to no serious political education 
of the oppressed black people of Mississippi. The MFDP has taken the 
public attitude: *'.Democratic Primary or Independent Candidates -- What 
difference does it make as long as we ·win? 11 

Indeed, what difference does it make when MFDP Chairman Lawrence 
Guyot says on May 2, 1967, after the Sunflower County defeats: 

We have been raped! ..... If we have learned one lesson 
from this election, it is to stay the hell out of the 
Democratic Party. --Mississippi Newsletter, 9/29/67, p .. 1. 

(next page) 
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MISSISSIPPI FREEDOM :DENOCRATIC - The End of a Movement? 

And follows that up with a deci on to go to the ic National 
Convention in 1968 and beg for admittance as "loyal Democrats willing to 
support the national Democratic candidates, that is 11 ? 

How are the rank-and-file of the 
difference between an independent 
people and a cog in the national 
man of their organization cannot seem to t 

ppi movement to tell the 
movement controlled by the 
Party the 
1 this di 

When the Hinds County FDP Ne~! printed a pub c s ement called 
Power is Fire Power!" - an appeal to black peoJ!le to defend their rigb:ts 
violently if necessary ... MFDJ' Chairman Guyot said this was not th.e 
policy of the FDP, that 11 the policy ~he F.DP .is to work in the pol i 
arena.. u (Miss. Newsletter, 9/22/67, p .. ~~). Guyot revet'sed himself exactly 
one week later in the following words: 

Everyone in the civj_l rights movement 1d 
a gun. We need to be prepared to defend those we re 
trying to organize. From birth to death, we~ve been 
the first to go. I think we rve been down on our knees 
too long. Therets a time to be nonviolent and there•s 
a time to BE.. --Miss. Newsletter, 9/29/67, p. 2. 

Armed struggle for black liberation or non-violent electoral polit 
what difference does it make •.• as long as you win? 

Oh my God, that Poverty Program .... we fought for that 
program two solid years, and then after f'ighting for 
it two years, people are scared to open their mouth 
after they get it ..... Th.ey see that they gonna make some 
pretty good money and they tend to get quiet, and I 
think it was directed for that purpose. Cause right now 
you can see what's happening in Mississippi. rtrs 
trying to maneuver the votes in the Administration way 
for 1968. --Mrs. ]'antlie Lou Hamer, The I'1ovement, 

3:10, October 196?, P~ 11. 

That such crude bribery could have such marked success cannot be blam 
on the "inexperience" of the Miss ippi black movement; suc.h f!Jl.OSS 
~>etral:al could on1;l have succeed~$1 .. 1.>1i tp. tJ1e ag_ll ~.re l)el:p o.f ·pe9J!1e i~l!!.§e 
the MFJ5P, inside the leadershin o:t: the 111?111"'.. The auesti.on can now oe 
asked:0f those who voted to once aga'in beg the national Democratic Party 
for admittance and thereby pledge the ~1PDP to worl{ing for the re-election 

:Lyndon .. :Butcher., tTohnson., vJha.t percentage have active connections \vith 
the Poverty Program in Mississippi.? 

By the way, the Federal GoYernment, 
gleefully le~rning tbe ons of its 
g:rowingly 8uccessful o huy 
whole chunks of the lVlis s 
has since added "40J~of the ac 
the Lowndes County Freedo.m Party 
Panthers) to the Poverty Progr·am payroll 
(f-1ark Comfort in The Movement, 10/67, p.. ) .. 

(over) 



MISSISSIPPI FREEI}OM DEMOCRATIC - The End of a Move.ment? ( cont 'd) 
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A note from editor to C man on told ug he agrees .in. 
general with what you say.. .Howeve:r· 1 was sorry you Charles Evers 
off so easy. An article on two gives a good example of how Evers 
either udoesn't know the ence:t or is unwilling to say wrrat he 
really thinks - the same way each t~me~ 


